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9. LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL 
 

9.1. Introduction 
 
9.1.1. This Chapter assesses the likely significant effects resulting from the Development in 

relation to landscape and visual matters. It has been prepared by Bright & Associates 
(“B&A”). 
 

9.1.2. It describes the existing baseline situation in terms of landscape setting, character and 
designations and sets out the methodology applied to assess impacts and effects on 
identified receptors. The assessment considers the potential significant effects due to the 
construction, operation and decommissioning phases of the Development. The assessment 
addresses cumulative effects and evaluates winter views from specific Viewpoint 
Locations, plume visibility and night time effects due to the proposed lighting scheme. 
 

9.1.3. Mitigation measures described in Chapter 4 Description of the Development in the ES 
including layout within the quarry void, aspects of the built form (e.g. the graduated 
roofline) and the choice of cladding colour for the proposed Energy Recovery Facility 
(“ERF”). It should be noted that in the operation phase, no allowance is made for the 
additional screening benefits offered by new native woodland planting. During 
decommissioning, consideration is given to its long term landscape and visual benefits. 
 

9.1.4. The Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (“LVIA”) is included as Technical Appendix 9-
1. This Chapter refers to Figures, Sections and Appendices contained in the LVIA. 
 

9.1.5. In their scoping response on 3 October 2018, the Planning Inspectorate commented 
regarding landscape and visual impact as follows: 
‘In its scoping consultation response, Cadw suggests additional viewpoints to be included 
in the LVIA when cross-referencing from the CHA and advises on how the information 
should be presented in the ES. The Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust (CPAT) also suggests 
an additional viewpoint. The Inspectorate directs that the applicant incorporates 
viewpoints in the LVIA as follows (exact locations to be agreed with the relevant consultee): 
• Offa’s Dyke (Scheduled Monument MG034)  
• Offa’s Dyke (Scheduled Monument MG224)  
• Strata Marcella Abbey (Scheduled Monument MG120)  
• The Breidden Hillfort’  

‘The applicant should also heed the advice from Cadw regarding Viewpoints 8 and 11 in 
Table 8 of the SR.’  
‘The SR confirms that the proposed stack height is not yet finalised. If the outcome of the 
air quality study determines that the stack height should exceed the 70 m currently 
proposed for the LVIA, and the development proposal is amended to reflect that increase, 
then the applicant should ensure that the LVIA reflects the amended proposal.’  
‘The SR also raises the issue of the proximity of this proposal to the border between England 
and Wales. The applicant should consider consulting the neighbouring planning authority 
in England on the proposed approach to the LVIA; if this is not considered to be a necessary 
step, a reasoned justification should be provided in the ES’. 
 

9.1.6. B&A was founded in 1991 and the Practice is registered with the Landscape Institute. The 
LVIA has been undertaken by the Principal of B&A, Richard Bright, a Chartered Landscape 
Architect (Design) and a Member of the Landscape Institute. He has worked as a landscape 
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professional for 33 years on a wide range of projects throughout the United Kingdom 
including energy from waste developments. 
 
Scope 

 
9.1.7. Further to carrying out the LVIA, B&A has provided ongoing advice over a number of years. 

This has involved Site location evaluation and broad landscape appraisal concerning 
building design, mitigation components and related processes as part of the overall ERF 
design. B&A has designed the Landscape Masterplan and Illustrative Cross Sections 
included in Chapter 4.  
 
Consultation 

 
9.1.8. Consideration has been given to the comments in the Scoping Direction relating to 

landscape and visual matters (set out in paragraph 7.4) and cultural heritage assets. These 
are addressed in detail in the LVIA (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Appendix 1).  
 

9.1.9. Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust (“CPAT”) and The Welsh Government Historic 
Environment Service referred to additional viewpoint locations for Scheduled Monuments 
and from Maesfron (Grade II), a Registered Park and Garden of Special Historic Interest in 
Wales (Cadw). Following field work, site assessment and technical studies undertaken as 
part of the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (“ZTV”) process to establish the principal study 
area, it was ascertained that the following are outwith the ZTV and have not been assessed 
further: 
• Offa’s Dyke - Section extending 760m N from centre of Goppas Wood to Hope By-

Road, Scheduled Monument (Reference MG034); and 
• Trelydan Hall (Grade II), Registered Park and Garden of Special Historic Interest in 

Wales (and its essential setting) (Reference PGW (Po) 39 (POW).  
 

9.1.10. Table 9-1 identifies the remaining designations and where they are addressed in the LVIA. 
Viewpoint Locations 17 and 31 are also from Scheduled Monuments. Viewpoint Location 
17 from Middletown Hill is from the summit which includes the remains of a hillfort (Cefn 
y Castell - Reference MG007) and Viewpoint Location 31 from Llanymynech Hill 
(Llanymynech Hill Camp - Reference MG030). 
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Table 9-1: Scoping Direction and Referenced Designations 
Designation LVIA Assessment 

Scheduled Monuments 

Offa’s Dyke - South 
of School House 
(Reference 
MG224) 

Located in a low lying area adjacent to the B4388 and is south of the 
Offa’s Dyke Business Park in Buttington. Field work undertaken as part of 
the LVIA established that north-easterly views are restricted by a 
combination of topography, intervening built form and woodland. 
Whereas more open views relate to the higher ground of the Long 
Mountain to the east. The Development will have No Impact either during 
all phases of the Development. 

Strata Marcella 
Abbey (Reference 
MG120) 

Field work undertaken as part of the LVIA established that it is located at 
a low elevation when compared to more open areas in the vicinity along 
the nearby A483. The Development will have No Impact either during all 
phases of the Development due to a combination of distance, localised 
topography and vegetation. Viewpoint Location 21 is from the A483 near 
Pool Quay at Strata Marcella Abbey. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Sections 
5 and 6) 

Breiddin Hill Camp 
(Reference 
MG021) 

Applies to the summit of Breidden Hill and includes an obelisk generally 
known as Rodney's Pillar (Listed Building Grade II* Reference 7667). Visual 
effects are examined through Viewpoint Location 18 From Rodney's Pillar 
in the LVIA. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 6) 

Crowther's 
Coppice Camp 
(Reference 
MG143) 

Located in Crowther's Coppice and includes a section immediately 
adjacent to Allt Wood (to the east). Open views are available to the north 
rather than to the south-east towards the Development Site. The 
Development will have No Impact either during all phases due to localised 
vegetation. Viewpoint Location 19 is from a public footpath near Coppice 
East Farm and demonstrates open views from the northern edge of Allt 
Wood. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Sections 5 and 6) 

Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales (and essential settings) 
PGW (Po) 53 
(POW) Maesfron 
(Grade II) 

Assessed in the LVIA in terms of landscape and visual effects. Viewpoint 
Location 9 From A458 at Trewern is just outwith it’s essential setting. (see 
Technical Appendix 9-1: Sections 5 and 6) 

PGW (Po) 35 
(POW) Powis 
Castle Garden 
(Grade I) 

Assessed in the LVIA in terms of landscape and visual effects. Viewpoint 
Location 24 From Powis Castle, Welshpool is assessed in the LVIA. (see 
Technical Appendix 9-1: Sections 5 and 6) 

 
 

9.1.11. B&A met with the Planning Policy and Strategy Manager of Shropshire County Council to 
discuss their potential involvement in all aspects of the Development. In accordance with 
the Scoping Report recommendation, one of the key issues discussed was the LVIA and the 
extent of the assessment from Shropshire. They confirmed that they were content with 
the approach proposed (i.e. that there are no obvious viewpoints in Shropshire). 
 

9.1.12. The content of the LVIA has been informed by comments received during the pre-
application process held in 2020. A summary table is provided in the LVIA (see Technical 
Appendix 9-1: Table 1). 
 

9.1.13. The following are provided in the LVIA following comments from Powys County Council:  
• Maximum plume length: Illustrated maximum calculated plume length from 

Viewpoint Location 11 From Garreg Bank (upper) Trewern (see Technical Appendix 9-
1: Section 6, Appendix 1 and Appendix 14). 

• Example wireframe views to demonstrate methodology: Included to show the 
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approach undertaken for the photomontage images. Prepared by B&A through 
consultation with the appointed landscape advisors to Powys County Council (see 
Technical Appendix 9-1: Appendix 13); and 

• Illustrative Cross Sections (1 to 6): To accompany the Landscape Masterplan: (see 
Technical Appendix 9-1: Referenced through the LVIA and included in Appendix 3). 

 
9.1.14. Further to the above, example photomontage winter views from selected Viewpoint 

Locations have been evaluated to explore a reduction in treecover outwith the 
Development Site during winter and the selected colour cladding scheme  (see Technical 
Appendix 9-1: Section 6 and Appendix 12) 
 

9.1.15. With regards to additional Viewpoint Locations to be considered from Powis Castle. B&A 
has been informed by Powys County Council that a planning application has been 
submitted to open up the east garden of Powis Castle to the public. On the basis of 
information received, B&A consider that the Viewpoint Location included in the LVIA and 
assessment to be a rigorous choice. 
 

9.2. Relevant Legislation 
 
9.2.1. This Section sets out the methodology and guidance for the LVIA, lists the desk study 

resources and summarises current planning policy related to landscape and visual matters. 
At a national level, planning policy is contained in Planning Policy Wales (Edition 10) 
(December 2018) and Technical Advice Notes (“TAN”). At a local level, the Powys Local 
Development Plan 2011 – 2026 (Adopted April 2018) and supporting Supplementary 
Planning Guidance (“SPG”) are relevant. 

 
LVIA Methodology and Guidance 

 
9.2.2. Guidance and methodology for the undertaking of the LVIA has been sourced from (in date 

order):  
• Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (Third Edition), Landscape 

Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (2013). 
Hereafter, referred to as the GLVIA Third Edition; 

• An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment, Natural England (2014); 
• Visual Representation of Wind Farms, Guidance, Version 2.2, Scottish Natural 

Heritage (2017); 
• An Approach to Landscape Sensitivity Assessment – to Inform Spatial Planning and 

Land Management, Natural England (2019); and 
• Visual Representation of Development Proposals, Technical Guidance Note 06/19, 

Landscape Institute (2019). 
 

9.2.3. Further to the above, consideration has been given to comments in the Scoping Direction 
together with those received from Design Commission for Wales (“DCW”) and during the 
Pre-Application Consultation Process. 
 

9.2.4. Direction has been taken from LANDMAP (“Landscape Assessment and Decision Making 
Process”) including methodologies and guidance notes, the Powys Local Development Plan 
2011 – 2026, particularly with reference to Policy DM4 Landscape and the adopted 
Landscape SPG (April 2019). 
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9.2.5. The visuals in the LVIA have been prepared in accordance with Technical Guidance Note 
06/19 (September 2019) issued by the Landscape Institute. Appropriate Visualisation Types 
2-4 apply to most LVIAs for planning applications involving an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (“EIA”). Type 1 annotated viewpoint photographs have also been included.  
 

9.2.6. Presentation methods adopted for the LVIA in terms of the Technical Guidance Note 06/19, 
technical process adopted for the photomontage views and for the illustrated plume are 
explained in detail in Appendix 1 and summarised in Section 2 of the LVIA. (see Technical 
Appendix 9-1) 
 

9.2.7. Visual assessment and site photographic work commenced at the outset of the project and 
initial findings of the visual and landscape assessment were integral in the design process 
of the Development.  
 

9.2.8. The photographs used for the LVIA were mostly taken in 2018 (i.e. prior to the Technical 
Guidance Note 06/19) during periods of fine weather with good visibility and they are a 
fair representation of the current landscape setting. They have been supplemented with 
additional photographs after this time to take account of recent changes and to include 
further views etc. However, the camera equipment and illustration methods generally 
comply with the advice.  
 

9.2.9. The camera used is a Canon EOS 5D Mark IV with a fixed 50mm lens. 
 

9.2.10. It should be noted that the photographs in the LVIA are provided as an “aide memoire”. A 
critical review of the visual assessment would need to be undertaken in the field at each 
viewpoint location to gain a better understanding of the Development in terms of the 
overall visual amenity.  
 

9.2.11. For each Viewpoint Location, a panoramic view is provided which shows the existing 
context of the Development Site and demonstrates the nature of the scene.  
 

9.2.12. A single frame photograph enlargement is also supplied for each Viewpoint Location.  
 

9.2.13. Type 3 photomontage views consisting of a single frame photograph photomontage view 
is included for each Viewpoint Location showing the proposed ERF building and the stack.  
The photomontage views would be categorised as Type 3 in the Technical Guidance Note 
06/19 and also comply with Type 4 in that they are “verifiable” through the process of the 
software used for the photomontage (albeit not taken with a tripod), as such they are 
presented with scale  representation. 
 

9.2.14. Appendix 13 of the LVIA (Technical Appendix 9-1) presents a series of wireframes which 
have been prepared through consultation with the appointed landscape advisors to Powys 
County Council. 
 

9.2.15. The wireframes illustrate the entire landform data in in the ground model and thus, may 
illustrate hidden faces or features not directly seen in the context of the photograph. 
Nevertheless, they demonstrate the image scaling and accuracy of the final illustrated 
photomontage. Therefore, each photomontage view provided in the LVIA is intended to 
assist in the understanding of the changes that will occur to the existing visual amenity as 
a result of the Development. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Figures L9 to L109) 
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9.2.16. Under certain circumstances of specific weather conditions, there is potential for a visible 
plume to be produced from the stack. The average calculated visible plume has been 
illustrated in the photomontage views using the results of the air dispersion modelling 
data. The steps undertaken are summarised in the LVIA (see Technical Appendix 9-1: 
Appendix 1) and detailed in the ECL report ECL.001.01.02/ADM which is included as 
Technical Appendix 6-1. An evaluation of general visual effects is provided in the LVIA (see 
Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 6). The maximum visible plume is also considered from 
Viewpoint Location 11 (Garreg Bank (upper) Trewern) during winter months. (see Technical 
Appendix 9-1: Appendix 14) 
 

9.2.17. Mitigation measures form a key part of the Development and in the photomontage views, 
proposed native woodland planting is shown in summer after approximately 10 years when 
trees will be c.6m to 8m high. This is for illustrative purposes only and the  visual effects 
described in Section 6 of the LVIA during the operation phase are based on the mitigation 
measures provided by the screen bunds and not the added benefit of new native woodland 
planting. 
 

9.2.18. In some of the close range views, both the wooded bund and the level of the proposed 
topographic form of the bund is shown to enable a balanced evaluation of the maximum 
effects. Clearly, there will be long term benefits due to the woodland planting which has 
the potential to result in a gradual but positive change. This is reflected in the 
decommissioning phase. 

 
9.2.19. The LVIA has considered the proposed lighting scheme for the Development. Further to 

the GLVIA Third Edition and Technical Guidance Note 06/19 (September 2019), reference 
has also been made to Guidance Note 01/20 issued by the Institute of Lighting 
Professionals in 2020. 
 

9.2.20. In summary, site assessment and field work were conducted between 2016 and 2020 
during both summer and winter months. The photographs used for the LVIA were taken in 
September and October 2018 and in July 2020. They are a fair representation of the current 
landscape setting. With regards to the proposed lighting scheme, the night time 
photographs were taken in September 2020 (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Appendix 11) 
and the example photomontage winter views in February 2019 (see Technical Appendix 9-
1: Appendix 12).  
 
Desk Study Sources 
 

9.2.21. The initial desk study was commenced in May 2018. It was reviewed in July 2020 and 
January 2021. 
 

9.2.22. Table 9-2 summarises the resources used in addition to the LVIA Methodology and 
Guidance. A full list of references referred to in the LVIA is provided in Section 9.8 of this 
Chapter. 
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Table 9-2: Desk Study Sources 
Source Details 
Planning Policy 
National Level 

The Welsh Government 

Planning Policy Wales (Edition 10) (December 2018) 
Technical Advice Note 5 Nature Conservation and Planning 
(September 2009) 
Technical Advice Note 12 Design (March 2016) 
Technical Advice Note 21 Waste (February 2014) 
Technical Advice Note 24 The Historic Environment (May 2017) 

Local Level 

Powys County Council 
Powys Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026 (April 2018) 
Biodiversity and Geodiversity SPG (October 2018) 
Landscape SPG (April 2019) 

Shropshire Council SAMDev Plan 2006-2026 (December 2015) 
Landscape Character Assessment 
National Level 
National Landscape 
Character Area (“NLCA”) 
(Natural Resources Wales) 

Shropshire Hills (outliers) NLCA No.18 (2014) 

Severn Valley NLCA No.19 (2014) 

National Character Area 
(“NCA”) (Natural England) 

Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain NCA No.61 (2014) 
Oswestry Uplands NCA No.63 (2014) 
Shropshire Hills NCA No.65 (2013) 

LANDMAP (Natural Resources Wales) 

Methodology and Guidance 

LANDMAP Methodology Visual and Sensory (2016) 
LANDMAP Methodology Landscape Habitats (2016) 
LANDMAP Methodology Geological Landscape (2016) 
LANDMAP Methodology Historic Landscape (2016) 
LANDMAP Methodology Overview (2017) 
LANDMAP Cultural Landscape Services, Report No. 336 (2019) 

Area Statements Mid-Wales Area Statement (2018) 

Aspect Layers 
 

Geological Landscape (Survey Dates 2005) 
Visual and Sensory (Survey Dates 2004 and monitoring 2015) 
Landscape Habitats (Survey Dates 2005 and monitoring 2016) 
Historic Landscape (Survey Dates 2006 and monitoring 2017) 
Cultural Landscape Services (Survey Dates 2019) 

County Level 
Powys County Council Powys Landscape Character Assessment Study (2008)  
Shropshire Council The Shropshire Landscape Typology (2006)  
Landscape Designations 
National Trust Powis Castle and Garden 
Registered Parks and 
Gardens Maesfron Hall and Gardens  

Natural Resources Wales 
and 
National Monuments 
Record of Wales 

Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings and Registered Parks 
and Gardens (general within the principal study area) 

The Welsh Government 
Historic Environment 
Service (CADW) 

Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings and Registered Parks 
and Gardens (guidance for assessment) 

Clwyd-Powys Archaeological 
Trust Vale of Montgomery Historic Landscape No.35 
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Table 9-2: Desk Study Sources (cont) 
Recreation 
National Trails Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail 
Long Distance Walkers 
Association Severn Way long distance footpath 

National Cycle Routes 
(Sustrans) Sustrans National Route No.81 

Design Plans and Drawings 
Layout and elevations of the 
Development Drawings prepared by Race Cottam Associates Ltd.  

Proposed lighting scheme 

Contents of the report and Drawings prepared by Illume Design 
(Dated 1 August 2019), Drawing No. 4052-ID-DR-1001 (Rev 
D01) External Lighting Strategy Sheet 1 of 2 and Drawing No. 
4052-ID-DR-1002 (Rev D01) External Lighting Strategy Sheet 2 
of 2. 

Additional sources 
Mapping data  Ordnance Survey (OS)  
Tranquillity  Lle Geo-Portal, Tranquil Areas Wales (2009) 

 
 

Planning Policy 
 
9.2.23. Planning policy and its application to the Development in terms of landscape and visual 

matters is assessed in detail in the LVIA. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 7) It is 
summarised in this Chapter. 
 
Planning Policy Wales (Edition 10)  

 
9.2.24. Chapter 2 People and Places: Achieving Well-being Through Placemaking states that a key 

planning principle is to achieve the right development in the right place. This involves 
making the best use of resources, including land which underpins sustainable development 
and limiting environmental impacts on natural, historic and cultural assets which must be 
protected. In addition, negative environmental impacts should be avoided in the wider 
public interest. 
 

9.2.25. Paragraph 2.25 (page 24), assessing the sustainable benefits of development, lists the key 
factors relating to social, cultural and environmental considerations. These have been 
applied to the Development: 
• the proposed ERF building and stack will be located in the quarry void in the central 

environs of the Site (see Illustrative Cross Sections in Technical Appendix 9-1: 
Appendix 3); 

• the main ERF building features a graduated roofline to avoid a boxy appearance; 
• the choice of cladding colours is intended to be sympathetic to the landscape setting 

and uses prevailing natural shades of green and light brown hues. Thus, it achieves a 
subtle yet high degree of architectural design presence; 

• the LVIA has assessed the individual phases of the Development; 
• landscape effects considers character (local and national), landscape designations and 

cultural heritage assets. Whilst visual effects appraises a range of receptors including 
residents, road users, visitors to Powis Castle and footpath users including on the 
Offa’s Dyke National Trail.  

• in terms of landscape proposals, screen bunds will be planted with native broadleaved 
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trees. The Landscape Masterplan also comprises areas of open mosaic habitat, 
species-rich neutral grassland and SuDS measures; 

• during the operation phase, the assessment has made no allowance for the additional 
screening benefits of proposed native woodland planting. Consideration is given to 
the screen bunds only. During the decommissioning phase, it will offer long term 
enhancement both in landscape and visual terms; and 
of the adverse impacts or effects that have been identified, none appear to be so 
overriding to the context of the view such that it would have  a wholly dominant or 
intrusive effect. 

9.2.26. Also relevant are the following Chapters in Planning Policy Wales (Edition 10): 
• Chapter 3 Strategic and Spatial Choices with regards to aspects of good design 

including character and environmental sustainability. In the countryside, new 
proposals should be of a scale and design that respects the character of the 
surrounding area (paragraph 3.37);  

• Chapter 5 Productive and Enterprising Places including in terms of development 
proposals and mitigation measures; and 

• Chapter 6 Distinctive and Natural Places sets out how landscapes, the historic 
environment and habitats can be beneficial for Wales.  
 

Technical Advice Notes 
 
9.2.27. Of note, are the following: 

• Technical Advice Note 5 Nature Conservation and Planning (September 2009) in terms 
of enhancing existing biodiversity; 

• Technical Advice Note 12 Design (March 2016) with respect to Chapter 2 Defining 
Design and enhancing biodiversity, Chapter 4 Delivering Good Design outlines key 
objectives to reflect good design including character and environmental sustainability 
and Chapter 5 Assessing Design Issues addresses specific design matters such as 
strategic responses to climate change;  

• Technical Advice Note 21 Waste (February 2014) with regards to Chapter 3 Strategic 
Planning for Waste and Chapter 15 Visual Impact; and 

• Technical Advice Note 24 The Historic Environment (May 2017) with regards to 
cultural heritage designations.  
 

Powys Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026 
 

9.2.28. Of particular note is Policy DM4 Landscape both in terms of design considerations and the 
undertaking of LVIAs. The following policies are also relevant: 
• Strategic Policy SP7 Safeguarding of Strategic Resources and Assets; 
• Policy DM2 The Natural Environment; 
• Policy DM7 Dark Skies and External Lighting; 
• Policy DM13 Design and Resources; 
• Policy E1 Employment Proposals on Allocated Employment Sites; 
• Policy M5 Restoration and Aftercare; 
• Policy RE1 Renewable Energy; 
• Policy T1 Travel, Traffic and Transport Infrastructure; 
• Policy W1 Location of Waste Development; and 
• Policy W2 Waste Management Proposals. 
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Supplementary Planning Guidance 
 
9.2.29. The Biodiversity and Geodiversity SPG (October 2018) refers to the potential to incorporate 

resilience into development through landscape proposals. 
 

9.2.30. The Landscape SPG (April 2019) provides detailed guidance for undertaking LVIAs, using 
LANDMAP resources and factors to assist in the landscape integration of new 
development. 
 
 

9.3. The Existing Environment 
 

Environmental Assessment Boundary 
 
9.3.1. The principal study area is defined in the LVIA as the distance from the Development within 

which the landscape or visual effects might be deemed as being of potential significance 
and thus, relevant to the assessment process. A preliminary study area of up to 20km was 
initially adopted with primarily assessable effects detected up to c.15km and key effects 
expected to be within 10km, given the nature of the Development. 
 

9.3.2. In order to determine the principal study area, a ZTV has been identified using computer 
based analysis established on the potential visibility of the stack (shown in purple shading 
on Figures L5 and L6 in Technical Appendix 9-1) and the upper roof section of the ERF 
combined with the stack (shown in blue shading on Figures L5 and L6 in Technical Appendix 
9-1). This is based on a 70m high stack. It should be noted that mitigation measures 
including the proposed native woodland planting illustrated by the Landscape Masterplan 
are not factored into the ZTV. Furthermore, the ZTV is founded on landform and key areas 
of existing woodland beyond the site boundary digitised from OS data and may suggest a 
wider area than exists in reality. Used as a broad assessment tool it enables a more detailed 
level of appraisal. It is particularly relevant to visual impact assessment but also enables an 
evaluation of landscape character effects.  
 

9.3.3. The principal study area as defined by the ZTV is deemed to be appropriate to assess the 
baseline situation including the current landscape setting, landscape character and 
designations and within which the viewpoint locations have been identified. For 
robustness, consideration has been given to areas in close proximity which may have 
relevance to the LVIA. 
 

9.3.4. Unless otherwise stated, direction and distance quoted in the text and shown on the LVIA 
Figures are from the proposed stack. The immediate vicinity of the Development Site is 
within 500m, close range is from 500m to 3km and medium range from 3km to 6km. Long 
range is beyond 6km. 
 
Base Line Conditions 

 
The Landscape Setting 

 
9.3.5. The LVIA describes the Development Site and surrounding landscape in detail (see 

Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 3). The main aspects are summarised below. 
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Description of the Development Site 
 
9.3.6. With regards to the Development Site: 

• it is located off the A458 Shrewsbury to Welshpool Road which currently provides 
access;  

• it includes a section of the route for which access and highway improvements will be 
undertaken under an existing planning consent (Reference P/2015/0439). This has yet 
to be implemented and the construction of the access road is assessed as part of the 
LVIA (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 6); 

• it is circa (“c.”) 1.5km south of the village of Trewern and c.2.2km north-east of 
Buttington. Sale Lane is immediately to the east and Heldre Lane to the south; 

• the majority of the Development Site represents an altered landform of previous 
quarry working and tracks due to related activities. Development Site levels broadly 
range from 90 Metres Above Ordnance Datum (“mAOD”) to 130mAOD (see Technical 
Appendix 9-1: Figure L4 Sheet 1); 

• a partially formed screen bund is present along the eastern Development Site 
boundary bordering Sale Lane; 

• a public footpath passes through the northern periphery of the Development Site; and 
• currently the Development Site operates in accordance with a Review of Mineral 

Permissions (“ROMP”) under the Environment Act 1995 (Reference P/2010/0165). 
The majority of the Development Site including the existing quarry void has been 
allocated for employment uses in the Powys Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026.  

 
The Surrounding Landscape 
 

9.3.7. With regards to the immediate setting of the Development Site: 
• there is an area of elevated landform (c.129mAOD) and mature mixed woodland to 

the north-west; 
• there are a number of buildings and a yard area south of the Development Site which 

previously formed part of quarry working (and an associated brickworks); and 
• Buttington Brickworks geological Site of Special Scientific Interest (“SSSI”) is adjacent 

to the north. 
 

9.3.8. The following are also of note: 
• Nearby residential properties and farmsteads include Cefn Cottage (c.45m) and Cefn 

Farm (c.50m) to the north, Green Farm adjacent to the Development Site and 
Whitehouse Farm (c.100m) to the south on Heldre Lane and Sale Farm (c.40m) east 
on Sale Lane;  

• Welshpool is the main settlement (c.2.6km south-west). Elsewhere, villages, 
residential properties and farmsteads are found along the main road network or 
reached by tracks leading from minor roads, mostly at higher levels. 

• “A“ class roads (Trunk Roads) include the A458 and A483 and both feature commercial 
activities along their routes such as industrial estates. Minor roads and lanes are more 
frequent apart from in the Severn Valley to the west and north of the Development 
Site beyond the Welshpool-Shrewsbury railway line; 

• Agriculture, woodland, hillside grazing and some urban areas represent the main land 
uses in the principal study area. Quarry working can be found at Criggion Quarry on 
the western side of Breidden Hill and overhead power lines cross the Severn Valley;  

• Treecover is generally limited to large blocks of coniferous and mixed woodland on 
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lower slopes. Open views are gained from hill summits to the north-east and east of 
the Development Site (broadly within medium range) and to the south-west and 
north-west (at a long range). To the west, bordering the Severn Valley, there are areas 
of rolling hills and pasture with mixed broadleaf woodland. Large woodland tracts 
appear at higher elevations such as Oak Plantation (c.1.4km south), Crowther’s 
Coppice and Allt Wood (c.2.2km north-west), Moel y Golfa (c.2.2km north) and 
Breidden Forest (c.3.3km north). Many are managed by conservation organisations or 
Natural Resources Wales. However, the location and nature of woodland in the wider 
landscape setting were not found to offer critical screening or mitigation features of 
the Development. In addition, the mixed woodland north-west of the Development 
Site mentioned above offers limited screening value; 

• Recreation activities include the Welshpool Golf Club (c.9.3km south-west) and 
Llanymynech Golf Club (c.11.9km north). Llanymynech Rocks Nature Reserve is on the 
site of a former quarry near Llanymynech Hill (c.11.7km north);  

• Cultural heritage assets include Powis Castle (National Trust) (c.6km south-west) and 
Maesfron Hall and Gardens, a privately owned house and garden in Trewern (c.1.6km 
north-east).  Both include Listed Buildings and are categorised as a Registered Park 
and Garden of Special Historic Interest in Wales (Cadw). (see Technical Appendix 9-1: 
Figure L2); 

• A section of the Montgomery Canal passes through the principal study area. The Offa's 
Dyke Path National Trail runs adjacent (c.1.8km north-west) and the Severn Way (long 
distance footpath) also runs concurrently in places. A further National Trail, The 
Glyndwr’s Way leads in a westerly direction from Welshpool. (see Technical Appendix 
9-1: Figure L2); and 

• Many public footpaths follow tracks to individual farmsteads or villages. The Sustrans 
National Route No.81 follows minor roads to the south-east of the Development Site 
(c.2.2km).  In addition to public footpaths there is access land at Heldre Hill (c.1.2km 
south-east).  

 
9.3.9. The Development Site is located in a transitional area between the lower levels of the 

Severn Valley to the west and the higher uplands of Breidden Hill and Long Mountain to 
the east. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Figure L4)  
 
Landscape Character Assessments 

 
National Level 

 
9.3.10. National Landscape Character Areas (“NLCAs”) form the broadest scale of landscape 

character assessment in Wales and information is provided by Natural Resources Wales 
(“NRW”). Reference is made in the LVIA to NLCAs and National Character Areas (“NCAs”) 
categorised by Natural England. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 3 and Figure L1)  
 

9.3.11. The Development Site is located on the western edge of the Shropshire Hills (outliers) NLCA 
No.18 which is described as an agricultural landscape with hedgerows, mature trees and 
woodlands. Within the immediate vicinity is the Severn Valley NLCA No.19 (c.320m north-
west) which is noted as a major river valley and a transport corridor (road and rail). The 
Shropshire Hills NCA No.65 (c.2.6km east) comprises a series of ridges, scarps and 
intervening valleys. 
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LANDMAP 
 
9.3.12. LANDMAP is the formally adopted methodology for landscape character assessment in 

Wales provided by NRW. 
 

9.3.13. Reference is made in the LVIA to LANDMAP sources at a regional scale and more detailed 
level through the five Aspect layers, namely Geological Landscape, Visual and Sensory, 
Landscape Habitats, Historic Landscape and Cultural Landscape Services. Broadly, the 
Aspect Areas are evaluated as Outstanding (nationally important), High (regional or county 
importance), Moderate (local importance) or Low (little or no importance) by LANDMAP. 
(see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 3) 

 
The Development Site Aspect Areas 

 
9.3.14. The Development Site is located within the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and 

Scarp Aspect Area. In terms of the principal study area, it extends to the north-east (c.6km), 
east (c.2.7km) and south-west (c.10km). (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Figure L3) 
 

9.3.15. The Aspect Area is described as a “… topographical transition between the upland peaks of 
Breidden Hill and Long Mountain and the floodplain of the River Severn. Largely west facing 
and typified by a patchwork of grazed and some low intensity arable farming with managed 
hedgerows, occasional patches of woodland lie along stream courses and in lower lying 
areas“. 
 

9.3.16. LANDMAP provides an Evaluation Matrix and Overall Evaluation for each Aspect Area. The 
former includes criteria relating to Scenic quality, Integrity, Character and Rarity. The latter 
brings together the aforementioned criteria. With regards to the Evaluation Matrix, the 
following applies to this Aspect Area: Scenic quality (High), Integrity (Moderate), Character 
(Moderate) and Rarity (Low). In this instance, the Overall Evaluation is classified as 
Moderate (local importance). 
 

9.3.17. Other Aspect layers applicable to the Development Site include the following. Their Overall 
Evaluation is provided:  
• Historic Landscape Aspect Area MNTGMHL310 Buttington/Middletown (High); 
• Landscape Habitat Aspect Area MNTGMLH033 (High); and 
• Geological Landscape Aspect Area MNTGMGL697 Hope (Outstanding) 

9.3.18. For the Cultural Landscape Services Aspect Area MNTGMCLS044 Crewgreen to Forden Hill 
and Scarp, night time light pollution is Slight. 
 
Principal Study Area Aspect Areas 

 
9.3.19. The LVIA considers Aspect Areas classified through the five LANDMAP layers within the 

principal study area. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 3 and Appendix 8) 
• Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas, Landscape Habitats Aspect Areas and Geological 

Landscape Aspect Areas are mostly categorised as Moderate (local importance); 
• Historic Landscape Aspect Areas are generally either Outstanding or High. This is 

based on a ratings score taking into account Integrity, Potential, Rarity, Survival and 
Condition; and 

• For the Cultural Landscape Services Aspect Areas, for night time light pollution, 
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overall, levels are generally Negligible with some categorised as Slight or Moderate. A 
limited number of Aspect Areas are judged to be Substantial. 

 
Powys Landscape Character Assessment Study (2008) 

 
9.3.20. The Development Site is situated within the Long Mountain/Breidden Hills Landscape 

Character Area (“LCA”) M18. Reference is made to the area being used for managed upland 
grazing, with a notable rectilinear field pattern and lack of individual or hedgerow trees. 
Limited woodland blocks appear on lower slopes with more expansive areas on higher 
ground, including some coniferous plantations. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 3 and 
Appendix 9) 
 
The Shropshire Landscape Typology (2006) 

 
9.3.21. The Shropshire Landscape Typology (2006) offers detailed information regarding landscape 

character and broadly includes the eastern and northern parts of the principal study area. 
The closest to the Development Site is the Settled Pastoral Farmlands Landscape Type 
(“LT”) which is described as “Heavy, poorly drained soils, Pastoral land use, Scattered 
hedgerow trees, Irregular field pattern and Small to medium scale landscapes“. (see 
Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 3 and Appendix 10) 
 
Landscape Designations 

 
9.3.22. The Development Site is not located in a statutory or non-statutory landscape designation. 

Table 9-3 below lists the relevant designations within the principal study area. (see 
Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 3 and Figure L2) 
 

9.3.23. In addition, there are a number of Listed Buildings within c.2km of the Development Site 
and the nearest are just beyond c.1km within close range:  
• Middle Heldre Farmhouse, Grade II (Record Number 15646) (c.1.2km east); 
• Buttington Old Hall Farmhouse, Grade II (Record Number 7903) (c.1.3km south-west); 

and 
• Trewern Hall, Grade II* (Record Number 7920) (c.1.3km north). 

 
9.3.24. More detailed information regarding Listed Buildings and Scheduled Monuments etc. is 

provided in the Archaeology and Cultural Heritage Assessment (see Chapter 12 and 
associated Technical Appendix 12-1) submitted as part of the DNS application.  
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Table 9-3: Landscape Designations 
Designation (Reference/Name) Distance and Direction (Range) 

National Trust 
Powis Castle and Garden c.6km south-west (medium range) 
Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales (Cadw) and Register of Parks 
and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales Essential Settings (Cadw) 
PGW (Po) 53 (POW) Maesfron (Grade II) c.1.6km north-east (close range) 
PGW (Po) 34 (POW) Leighton Hall (Grade I) (NB. 
the northern periphery of the essential setting 
is within the principal study area) 

c.5km south (medium range) 

PGW (Po) 36 (POW) Llanerchydol Hall (Grade 
II*) c.5.7km south-west (medium range) 

PGW (Po) 35 (POW) Powis Castle Garden 
(Grade I) c.6km south-west (medium range) 

PGW(Po) 41 (POW) Bryngwyn Hall (Grade II*) 
(NB. the south-eastern part of the essential 
setting is within the principal study area) 

c.11.2km north-west (long range) 

PGW(Po) 31 (POW) Glansevern Hall (Grade II*) c.11.4km south-west (long range) 
PGW(Po) 32 (POW) Vaynor Park (Grade I) c.12.6km south-west (long range) 
PGW(Po) 42 (POW) Bodynfoel Hall (Grade II) 
(NB. the western edge of the essential setting is 
within the principal study area) 

c.13.2km north-west (long range) 

PGW(Po) 58 (POW) Garthmyl Hall (Grade II) c.13.3km south-west (long range) 
Historic Landscape 
Vale of Montgomery Historic Landscape No.35 c.7.8km south (long range) 
Conservation Areas 
Welshpool c.4.5km south-west (medium range) 
Llanymynech c.10.7km north (long range) 
Bwlch-y-cibau c.11.5km north-west (long range) 
Aberriw/Berriew c.12.2km south-west (long range) 
Scheduled Monuments (Cadw)*  
MG120 Strata Marcella Abbey c.1.7km west (close range) 
MG143 Crowther's Coppice Camp c.2.4km north-west (close range) 
MG224 Offa's Dyke: South of School House c.2.5km south-west (close range) 

Notes to Table 
* identified in the principal study area within c.2.5km of the stack. 
 
 
Likely Future Conditions 

 
9.3.25. If the Development does not proceed, then the Development Site will remain in its current 

state, namely one that represents a greatly altered landscape due to quarry working. The 
existing state and condition of the Development Site is poor in landscape and visual terms 
and features typical characteristics of mineral extraction. 
 

9.3.26. It is assumed that quarrying will continue in accordance with existing planning permissions. 
It is understood that no restoration plan exists for the Development Site. 
 

9.3.27. The Development Site has partly been identified as being suitable for employment use 
(including waste uses) through the Powys Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026. It is 
unknown whether alternative proposals to the Development will come forward, however 
it is likely that quarrying would continue until all viable material is worked out and the area 
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zoned for employment use is prepared for future development. Once the quarry is 
depleted and a flat development platform has been provided, it is likely that planning 
permission would be sought for large storage and distribution warehouses and office 
accommodation. 
 

9.3.28. Given the lifetime of operation (c.30 years), it is understood that there is the potential for 
the equipment associated with the Development to be upgraded/replaced as required in 
the future. Alternatively, the ERF could be decommissioned after this period and the 
Development Site used for other employment uses. 

 
 
9.4. Environmental Effects Assessment 
 

Introduction  
 
9.4.1. The purpose and approach of the LVIA is to establish the main impacts of the Development 

upon landscape character, landscape designations and identified visual receptors against 
a defined baseline situation. It then determines the consequences and what the nature of 
these effects are likely to be. It assesses effects beyond or different to the baseline 
situation previously set out in Section 9.3 of this Chapter.  
 

9.4.2. This Section discusses the effect and an assessment of significance is provided in Section 
9.5. 
 

9.4.3. Mitigation measures form an integral part of the Development and primarily apply to the 
operation phase. They are set out in detail in the LVIA (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 
4) and are considered as part of the assessment of landscape and visual effects where 
stated. The Landscape Masterplan illustrates the landscape proposals and are summarised 
in this Chapter. The LVIA includes a series of Illustrative Cross Sections (1 to 6) (see 
Technical Appendix 9-1: Appendix 3). 
 

9.4.4. The Landscape Masterplan shows the proposed internal access route to the ERF and an 
alternative option. Materials and plant used during the construction of the ERF will be 
temporarily stored in four Laydown Areas. Following which, it is proposed that Laydown 
Areas 3 and 4 will be used for future employment based uses.  
 

9.4.5. During construction, no mitigation measures relevant to the LVIA have been incorporated 
into the Development given the activities involved and relatively short duration.  
 

9.4.6. During operation, the key elements of the landscape strategy include:  
• Buttington Brickworks geological SSSI will not be affected by the Development. 
• Retained mature woodland on the southern Site boundary as part of the 

Development; 
• Remnant faces in the northern sector of the quarry will be restored; 
• A comprehensive screen bund design along the south-western and south-eastern 

boundaries will ensure that a high proportion of the ERF and also Laydown Area 4 
remains hidden from view; 

• Extensive areas of native broadleaved woodland will be established on the screen 
bunds and restored northern quarry slopes to provide both visual and biodiversity 
enhancement in the long term. Proposed planting will strengthen the existing 
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framework of woodland both within and adjacent to the Development Site.  
• Provision for detailed landscape treatment of the new access road by creating areas 

of native broadleaved woodland together with open mosaic habitat and species rich 
neutral grassland to the grass verges; and 

• SuDS include a surface water attenuation pond together with amphibian wetland and 
peripheral habitat creation. 
 

9.4.7. As stated, the operation phase does not consider the additional screening benefits of new 
woodland planting shown on the Landscape Masterplan. Consideration is given to the 
screen bunds only. 
 

9.4.8. The Development incorporates a simplified building form and the selected cladding colours 
are designed to be sympathetic to the existing landscape setting and represent a positive 
design solution. More detailed information regarding the design process is provided in the 
Design and Access Statement. 
 

9.4.9. Relevant to the operation phase are the following aspects of the architectural design and 
layout of the Development: 
• With regards to the landform and landuse of the Development Site. The ERF is set on 

a north-east to south-west configuration and situated in the quarry void in the central 
environs of the Development Site (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Appendix 3); 

• In terms of the wider landscape setting, the ERF is generally seen within a landform 
background, thus, with predominant land colour and with prevailing natural shades 
of green and light brown hues. The scale of ERF building is appropriate and in balance 
with the large scale nature of the landscape; 

• The proposed stack is bicolour to mitigate skyline views where available; 
• Particular care has been given to consider potential views of the rooflines at the 

skyline. The main ERF building features a graduated roofline to avoid a boxy 
appearance; 

• The proposed cladding colour scheme is designed to merge and not contrast with the 
landscape. In addition, it intended to be regressive into views and not form a focus;  

• The ERF is well hidden from the environs of Trewern. Where it is seen from more 
elevated locations, it is only the upper part of the ERF building and stack that is visible 
and is appropriate in scale. The Development Site is at some distance from other 
settlement areas such as  Welshpool; and 

• Careful consideration has been given to known sensitive receptors including views 
from cultural heritage sites such as Powis Castle and Garden together with views along 
key tourist routes into Wales. Such factors have influenced the siting of proposed built 
form and landscape proposals incorporated into the Landscape Masterplan. 
 

9.4.10. Studies carried out as part of the EIA and detailed in the Design & Access Statement have 
shown that the selected colour cladding scheme will be appropriate in both summer and 
winter scenes. This is also evaluated in the LVIA (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 6) and 
is summarised in this Chapter. 
 

9.4.11. During decommissioning, the presence of screen bunds and proposed native woodland 
planting as it matures are taken into account.  
 

9.4.12. No additional mitigation measures were identified in relation to the above phases 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 
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9.4.13. Each phase of the Development is considered separately. 
 
Construction Phase Effects - Landscape Character 

 
9.4.14. When considering landscape character effects, the main sources of impact relate to ground 

modelling to facilitate the ERF and the earthworks to complete the existing screen bund 
along Sale Lane and proposed screen bunds elsewhere within the Development Site along 
with native broadleaved tree planting shown on the Landscape Masterplan. 

 
9.4.15. With reference to direct effects on the Shropshire Hills (outliers) NLCA No.18, the 

Development is not of a scale either during the construction phase whereby it would 
notably modify any key characteristics due to the size and diversity of the NLCA. There will 
be no indirect effects on other NLCAs and NCAs within the principal study area. (see 
Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 5 and Figure L1). 
 

9.4.16. During construction, direct effects relate to the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill 
and Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect Area and indirect effects concern the wider Aspect 
Area (i.e. outwith the Development Site) together with other Visual and Sensory Aspect 
Areas within the principal study area. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 5 and Figure 
L3). 
 

9.4.17. The MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect Area is 
classified as Moderate (local importance) in the LANDMAP Overall Evaluation. With regards 
to the Evaluation Matrix, the following applies: Scenic quality (High), Integrity (Moderate), 
Character (Moderate) and Rarity (Low). Reference is made to attractive views outwith the 
Aspect Area of the “surrounding rolling and upland landscapes”. 

 
9.4.18. B&A carried out a detailed assessment of the Development Site related LANDMAP Aspect 

Areas, Site analysis and their application to the current situation and the Development. 
Although characteristics typical of the Aspect Area are found within the immediate vicinity 
including a pattern of agricultural fields (both arable and pasture) divided by hedgerows 
and small woodland blocks, important local variations occur within the Development Site. 
It includes a few distinctive attributes, notably the broad band of mature woodland on the 
southern Development Site boundary. Whereas, the majority of the Development Site 
represents a much changed landscape due to mineral extraction and currently includes 
typical features such as tracks, exposed mineral and a partially complete screen bund.  
 

9.4.19. The area encompassing the proposed ERF building and stack will be sited in the central 
environs of the Development Site within a quarry void. During the construction phase, the 
Development will require necessary ground modelling and earthworks to take place. The 
latter involves the completion of the screen bund adjacent to Sale Lane. Along with other 
proposed screen bunds, this will be grass seeded and planted with native woodland trees.  
 

9.4.20. In principal, the Development will have an indirect effect on the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen 
to Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect Area, which as noted, is classified as 
Moderate (local importance). Monitoring of the Aspect Area draws attention to the 
“Transitional landform between Breidden Hill, Long Mountain and the River Severn”. 
 

9.4.21. The Aspect Area extends to the north-east (c.6km), east (c.2.7km) and south-west (c.10km) 
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of the Development Site. 
 

9.4.22. Reference to the ZTV shows that it broadly extends to the east and south within close 
range, to the north-east to medium range and is absent apart from a limited area to the 
long range. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Figure L3) Indirect effects will be limited overall 
due to the current context of the Development Site and the nature of the Development. 
 

9.4.23. In the LVIA, to assess indirect effects on other Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas within the 
principal study area, B&A considered each Aspect Area in turn using the LANDMAP 
Evaluation Matrix and Overall Evaluation. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 5) 
 

9.4.24. Indirect effects on the LANDMAP Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas during  construction are 
assessed in detail in the LVIA. This relates to the changes to the Development Site for 
example, the construction of the ERF building and stack, removal of built form and 
associated scaffolding. Of particular note are the following: 
• In the vicinity (within 500m): MNTGMVS650 River Severn Flood Plain;  
• Close range (500m to 3km): MNTGMVS301 Long Mountain and MNTGMVS612 

Guilsfield Rolling Farmlands, MNTGMVS620 Breidden Hill and MNTGMVS762 
Welshpool; and 

• Long range (beyond 6km): MNTGMVS513 Llanymynech Hill and MNTGMVS875 
Llanfyllin Mosaic North. 

 
Construction Phase Effects - Landscape Designations  

 
9.4.25. Indirect effects have been considered further in relation to: 

• Trewern Hall, Grade II* Listed Building (c.1.3km north);  
• Maesfron (Grade II Registered Park and Garden of Special Historic Interest in Wales 

and essential setting) (CADW) (c.1.6km north-east); and 
• Powis Castle and Garden (National Trust and Grade I Registered Park and Garden of 

Special Historic Interest in Wales and essential setting) (CADW) (c.6km south-west).  
 

9.4.26. With regards to the above, a detailed assessment is provided in the LVIA. (see Technical 
Appendix 9-1: Section 5). Indirect effects primarily relate to views of crane movements and 
other aspects (e.g. construction of the ERF building and stack, removal of built form and 
associated scaffolding). 

 
Construction Phase Effects - Visual Impact 

 
9.4.27. With reference to the Development, the main sources of change relate to ground 

modelling to facilitate the ERF and the earthworks to complete the existing screen bund 
along Sale Lane and the proposed screen bunds elsewhere within the Site along with native 
broadleaved tree planting shown on the Landscape Masterplan. The screen bunds offer 
effective screening features at close range and additional woodland planting will help to 
integrate the bunds at a close and medium range. Views of crane movements and other 
aspects (e.g. building construction, scaffolding and ground works) associated with the 
building of the ERF are also considered. 

9.4.28. Broadly, a combination of topography and the presence of some woodland elsewhere 
within the principal study area plays an important role in restricting wider views of the 
proposed ERF building and stack. However, topography is the key determining factor. 
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Assessment of the visibility of the stack compared to the ERF building has been undertaken 
to understand where the stack may become visible in isolation, namely without context to 
the overall Development. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Figures L5 and L6) 
 

9.4.29. The Viewpoint Locations have been selected as being representative of the range of 
potential views of the Development Site and to enable an assessment of the landscape and 
visual effects resulting from the Development. In so doing, it informs the overall conclusion 
of the visual capacity.  
 

9.4.30. Receptors include residents, road users, visitors to Powis Castle and footpath users 
including on the Offa’s Dyke National Trail. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 6 and 
Figures L7 and L8) 
 

9.4.31. Figures L9 to L109 of the LVIA (see Technical Appendix 9-1) present the individual viewpoint 
photographs. This includes panoramic photographs, single frame photograph 
enlargements and photomontage views for each Viewpoint Location apart from for 
Viewpoints 34 and 35 which assesses the access road. 
 

9.4.32. Table 9-4 below lists the Viewpoint Locations, describes the location of the photograph, 
the identified receptor and distance/direction (range) from the Development Site. The 
formation of the Development access road by Heavy Goods Vehicles (“HGVs”) is considered 
through Viewpoint Location 34 and 35. 
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Table 9-4: View
point Locations Assessed in the LVIA 

VP. 
N

o 
Location 

Description 
Receptor  

Distance/D
irection 

(Range) 
Im

m
ediate Vicinity and Close Range View

s to the South-East, South and South-W
est 

1 
From

 Heldre Lane im
m

ediately 
w

est of W
hitehouse Farm

 

Taken from
 the access track im

m
ediately alongside Heldre 

Lane to best im
itate potential upper floor view

s from
 the 

residential property and adjacent environs. 

Residents (both ground and 
potential first floor 
locations/gardens) and road 
users  

300m
 south-w

est 
(im

m
ediate 

vicinity) 

2 
From

 Heldre Lane 
Taken from

 grass verge alongside Heldre Lane, to best im
itate 

potential view
s gained from

 vehicles travelling northw
ard on 

the Lane. 
Road users 

480m
 south-east 

(im
m

ediate 
vicinity) 

3 
From

 public footpath 
im

m
ediately south of N

elly 
Andrew

s' Green 

Assum
ed location of footpath alongside a farm

 track to 
enable northw

ard view
s to the Developm

ent Site. 
Footpath users  

710m
 south (close 

range) 

4 
From

 Heldre Lane at U
pper 

Heldre 

From
 gatew

ay adjacent to Heldre Lane to best dem
onstrate 

potential m
axim

um
 view

s from
 Heldre Lane including 

adjacent residential properties. 

Residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) and road 
users  

990m
 south-east 

(close range) 

5 
From

 public footpath south of 
Buttington leading tow

ards the 
Longm

ountain 

From
 assum

ed location of definitive route on the north side 
of O

ak Plantation. 
Footpath users  

1.3km
 south (close 

range) 

6 
From

 public footpath on Heldre 
Hill 

From
 assum

ed location of footpath route. 
Footpath users  

1.4km
 south-east 

(close range) 

7 
From

 Brunant, im
m

ediately south 
of Pob Ceiniog  

From
 a farm

 track. 
Residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) and footpath 
users  

1.65km
 south-east 

(close range) 

Close and M
edium

 Range View
s to the N

orth, N
orth-East and East 

8 
From

 A458 at Cefn 
From

 footpath (pavem
ent) alongside m

ain road. 
Residents (upper floor w

indow
s) 

and road users 
1.1km

 north-east 
(close range) 

9 
From

 A458 at Trew
ern 

From
 grass verge at junction w

ith Garreg Bank alongside 
m

ain road. 
Residents (upper floor w

indow
s) 

and road users  
1.9km

 north-east 
(close range) 

10 
From

 Garreg Bank (low
er), 

Trew
ern 

From
 vehicle passing bay alongside public road. 

Residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) and road 
users  

1.7km
 north-east 

(close range) 
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Table 9-4: View
point Locations Assessed in the LVIA (cont) 

VP. 
N

o 
Location 

Description 
Receptor  

Distance/D
irection 

(Range) 
Close and M

edium
 Range View

s to the N
orth, N

orth-East and East (cont) 

11 
From

 Garreg Bank (upper), 
Trew

ern 
From

 roadside w
here hedge gap has been form

ed. 
Residents (upper floor w

indow
s) 

and road users  
1.9km

 north-east 
(close range) 

12 
From

 Criggion Lane, Trew
ern 

From
 grass verge alongside public road. 

Residents (upper floor w
indow

s) 
and road users 

1.7km
 north-east 

(close range) 

13 
From

 lane at Golfa Bank and 
adjacent to The O

ld Shop Cottage 
From

 field gatew
ay im

m
ediately alongside public road. 

Residents (upper floor w
indow

s) 
and road users 

2.3km
 north-east 

(close range) 

14 
From

 Bacheldre Lane adjacent to 
O

ak Grange 
From

 public road. 
Residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) and road 
users  

3.5km
 east 

(m
edium

 range) 

15 
From

 A458 w
est of W

ollaston 
From

 gatew
ay alongside public road. 

Road users 
5.6km

 east 
(m

edium
 range) 

16 
From

 M
oel y Golfa 

From
 w

oodland clearing on used route of footpath. 
Footpath users  

3km
 north-east 

(close range) 

17 
From

 M
iddletow

n Hill 
From

 the upper part of M
iddletow

n Hill. 
W

alkers (general recreation) 
5km

 north-east 
(m

edium
 range) 

18 
From

 Rodney's Pillar 
From

 the south-w
estern side of Rodney's Pillar. 

Established view
ing point at 

Rodney's Pillar  
5km

 north 
(m

edium
 range) 

Close Range View
s to the N

orth-W
est 

19 
From

 public footpath near 
Coppice East Farm

 (near Pool 
Q

uay) 
From

 edge of open field near footpath stile. 
Residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) and footpath 
users  

2.3km
 north-w

est 
(close range) 

20 
From

 A483 at Pool Q
uay 

From
 gatew

ay on edge of the public road and adjacent to the 
footpath stile. 

O
ffa’s Dyke Path N

ational Trail 
users and road users 

1.8km
 north-w

est 
(close range) 

21 
From

 A483 near Pool Q
uay at 

Strata M
arcella Abbey 

From
 canal path im

m
ediately alongside the public road. 

O
ffa’s Dyke Path N

ational Trail 
users and road users 

1.8km
 north-w

est 
(close range) 
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Table 9-4: View
point Locations Assessed in the LVIA (cont) 

VP. 
N

o 
Location 

Description 
Receptor  

Distance/D
irection 

(Range) 
Close and M

edium
 Range View

s to the South-W
est 

22 
From

 A458 at Buttington Bridge 
From

 grass verge im
m

ediately north of Buttington Bridge. 

O
ffa’s Dyke Path N

ational Trail 
users and w

orkers at nearby 
em

ploym
ent areas and road 

users  

2.4km
 south-w

est 
(close range) 

23 
From

 B4381 at W
elshpool 

From
 northern side of bridge on the roadside. 

Residents (upper floor w
indow

s) 
and road users 

5km
 south-w

est 
(m

edium
 range) 

Long Range View
s to the South-W

est 

24 
From

 Pow
is Castle, W

elshpool 
From

 upper garden terrace on the north-eastern side of 
Pow

is Castle. 
Visitors to Pow

is Castle  
6.4km

 south-w
est 

(long range) 

25 
From

 Y Golfa (W
elshpool Golf 

Club) 
O

n apparent footpath near to the trig point. 
Footpath users 

8.9km
 south-w

est 
(long range) 

26 
From

 A483 at Rhiw
 Bridge 

(Berriew
) 

From
 grass verge alongside public road. 

Road users 
12km

 south-w
est 

(long range) 

27 
From

 public footpath betw
een Y 

Bryw
ydd and Castle Caereinion 

From
 open field and hill top. 

Footpath users 
13.4km

 south-w
est 

(long range) 
M

edium
 and Long Range View

s to the N
orth, N

orth-East and N
orth-W

est 

28 
From

 A483 at Ardleen 
From

 gatew
ay alongside public road. 

Residents (upper floor w
indow

s) 
and road users  

5km
 north 

(m
edium

 range) 

29 
From

 Castlehill Lane, Burgedin 
From

 raised verge alongside public road. 
Road users 

5.7km
 north-w

est 
(m

edium
 range) 

30 
From

 the Severn W
ay, east of 

Trederw
en 

From
 flood defence em

bankm
ent and public path. 

Severn W
ay long distance 

footpath users 
6.3km

 north-east 
(long range) 

31 
From

 Llanym
ynech Hill 

From
 edge of golf course and near quarry face. 

Footpath users and recreation 
users at Llanym

ynech Golf Club 
11.7km

 north (long 
range) 

32 
From

 Q
uarry Lane and O

ffa's 
Dyke Path, N

antm
aw

r 
From

 public road alongside footpath stile. 
O

ffa’s Dyke Path N
ational Trail 

users and residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens)  

14.6km
 north (long 

range) 

33 
From

 Green Hall Hill, Brynelltyn, 
Llanfyllin 

From
 w

alked track and apparent lookout point on eastern 
side of the hill. 

W
alkers (general recreation) 

14.1km
 north-w

est 
(long range) 
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Table 9-4: View
point Locations Assessed in the LVIA 

VP. N
o 

Location 
Description 

Receptor  
Distance/D

irection 
(Range) 

View
s from

 the Access Road 
34 

N
/A 

 
Road users  

 
35 

N
/A 

 
Road users  
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Visual Impact Assessment 
 

9.4.33. In the immediate vicinity of the Development Site, at Viewpoint Location 1 From Heldre 
Lane immediately west of Whitehouse Farm, views were assessed for residents (both 
ground and potential first floor locations/gardens) and road users. Viewpoint Location 2 
From Heldre Lane assessed views for road users. Effects relate to the crane movements 
and other aspects (e.g. building construction, scaffolding and ground works) associated 
with the building of the ERF. Also of note is the formation and establishment of the screen 
bunds (i.e. grass seeded and planted with native broadleaved trees). 
 

9.4.34. At a close range, the following Viewpoint Locations are of note:  
• Viewpoint Location 3 From public footpath immediately south of Nelly Andrews' 

Green, for footpath users; 
• Viewpoint Location 4  From Heldre Lane at Upper Heldre and Viewpoint Location 10 

From Garreg Bank (lower), Trewern are from the road network in nearby settlement 
areas and considered views for residents (ground floor locations/gardens) and road 
users; and 

• Viewpoint Location 22 From A458 at Buttington Bridge, for Offa’s Dyke Path National 
Trail users and for workers at nearby employment areas and road users. 

 
9.4.35. In the above cases, effects relate to crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building 

construction and scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF. In the case of 
Viewpoint Locations 10 and 22, this will be against the skyline. Other aspects of note 
include the screen bund along Sale Lane which will be completed, grass seeded and planted 
with native broadleaved trees (for Viewpoint Locations 3, 4 and 10). Vehicle movements 
and the temporary storage of materials in Laydown Area 4 will be relevant at Viewpoint 
Location 3. Whilst ground modelling in the central environs of the Development Site 
including the formation of the screen bund immediately south of the ERF building and 
restored northern quarry face will be in view at Viewpoint Location 4.  
 

9.4.36. The following Viewpoint Locations are also relevant within close range:  
• Viewpoint Location 7 From Brunant, immediately south of Pob Ceiniog , for residents 

(ground floor locations/gardens) and footpath users;  
• Viewpoint Location 19 From public footpath near Coppice East Farm (near Pool Quay), 

for residents (ground floor locations/gardens) and footpath users; and 
• Viewpoint Location 20 From A483 at Pool Quay, for Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail 

users and road users. 
 

9.4.37. In all of the above cases, views will be possible of crane movements and other aspects (e.g. 
building construction and scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF.  At 
Viewpoint Location 7, potential views are also available of ground modelling in the central 
environs of the Development Site and earthworks relating to the screen bunds which will 
be grass seeded and planted with native broadleaved trees.  
 

9.4.38. The following Viewpoint Locations are of note for residents (upper floor windows) and road 
users at close range: 
• Viewpoint Location 8 From A458 at Cefn; 
• Viewpoint Location 9 From A458 at Trewern; 
• Viewpoint Location 11 From Garreg Bank (upper), Trewern; and 
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• Viewpoint Location 13 From lane at Golfa Bank and adjacent to The Old Shop Cottage. 
 

9.4.39. Views will be possible of crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction 
and scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF.  The screen bund along Sale Lane 
will be completed, grass seeded and planted with native broadleaved trees. In terms of 
Viewpoint Location 9, ground modelling within the central environs of the Site relating to 
the restored northern quarry face will be in view.  
 

9.4.40. Viewpoint Location 14 (from Bacheldre Lane) is relevant (medium range) and views have 
been considered for residents (ground floor locations/gardens) and for road users. Effects 
concern crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction, scaffolding and 
ground works) associated with the building of the ERF. 
 

9.4.41. Viewpoint Location 18 From Rodney's Pillar is from the established viewing point at 
Rodney's Pillar (medium range) and is of note. Effects relate to partial views of crane 
movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction, scaffolding and ground works) 
associated with the building of the ERF. Also relevant are potential views of ground 
modelling (in the central environs of the Development Site) and earthworks associated 
with screen bunds which will be grass seeded and planted with native broadleaved trees. 
The temporary storage of materials in Laydown Area 4 may also be seen.  
 

9.4.42. At Viewpoint Location 24 From Powis Castle, Welshpool, views are assessed for visitors to 
Powis Castle (long range). Effects relate to potential views of crane movements and other 
aspects (e.g. building construction, scaffolding and ground works) associated with the 
building of the ERF together with ground modelling within the Development Site.  

 
Construction Effects – Construction of Road Access 
 

9.4.43. The LVIA has assessed the construction of the proposed access road from Viewpoint 
Locations 34 and 35 (see Technical Appendices 9-1: Figures L108 and L109). A summary is 
provided below: 
• Viewpoint Location 34: Looks northwards and is near to the point where the road will 

be widened, the ghost island created and the turning into the Site will be clearly 
visible. This will also extend the overall visibility into the quarry area. The loss of 
vegetation and trees along the embankment is limited to some remaining sporadic 
trees and scrub; and 

• Viewpoint Location 35: Looks directly southwards and is located at the northernmost 
position where the roadside embankment on the left of the photograph will be 
removed and the new road alignment taken further to the left hand side. The access 
area will be visible but the intervening embankment features would restrict a wider 
view of the quarry environs until the road user is immediately alongside the new 
access point. 
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Operation Phase Effects - Landscape Character 
 
9.4.44. When considering landscape character effects, the main sources of impact relate to the 

presence of the screen bunds and the ERF building including the energy recovery hall (46m 
high), waste reception hall (23m high) and stack (70m high). 
 

9.4.45. With reference to direct effects on the Shropshire Hills (outliers) NLCA No.18, the 
Development is not of a scale whereby it would notably modify any key characteristics due 
to the size and diversity of the NLCA. There will be no indirect effects on other NLCAs and 
NCAs within the principal study area. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 5 and Figure L1). 
 

9.4.46. The Development Site is located is the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp 
Visual and Sensory Aspect Area.  The Development will introduce new elements namely, 
the proposed ERF building and stack.  
 

9.4.47. Indirect effects on the LANDMAP Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas during operation are 
assessed in detail in the LVIA and summarised below. 
 

9.4.48. With regards to the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory 
Aspect Area, indirect effects will be limited overall due to the current context of the 
Development Site and the nature of the Development in this instance. Indirect effects will 
relate to the presence of new built form (i.e. ERF building and stack) and overall changes 
to the Development Site. 
 

9.4.49. Indirect effects as described above will also apply to the following LANDMAP Visual and 
Sensory Aspect Areas:  
• In the vicinity (within 500m): MNTGMVS650 River Severn Flood Plain; and 
• Close range (500m to 3km): MNTGMVS301 Long Mountain, MNTGMVS612 Guilsfield 

Rolling Farmlands, MNTGMVS620 Breidden Hill and MNTGMVS762 Welshpool. 
 
Operational Phase Effects - Landscape Designations  

 
9.4.50. Indirect effects have been considered further in relation to: 

• Trewern Hall, Grade II* Listed Building (c.1.3km north);  
• Maesfron (Grade II Registered Park and Garden of Special Historic Interest in Wales 

and essential setting) (CADW) (c.1.6km north-east); and 
• Powis Castle and Garden (National Trust and Grade I Registered Park and Garden of 

Special Historic Interest in Wales and essential setting) (CADW) (c.6km south-west).  
 

9.4.51. With regards to the above, a detailed assessment is provided in the LVIA. (see Technical 
Appendix 9-1: Section 5). Indirect effects primarily relate to views of the ERF building and 
stack.  
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Operation Phase Effects - Visual Effects 
 

Visual Impact Assessment 
 

9.4.52. With reference to the Development, the main sources of change relate to views of the 
upper elevations and rooflines of the ERF building including the energy recovery hall (46m 
high), waste reception hall (23m high) and stack (70m high). 
 

9.4.53. As stated, generally, a combination of topography and the presence of some woodland 
elsewhere within the principal study area plays an important role in restricting wider views 
of the proposed ERF building and stack. However, topography is the key determining 
factor. Assessment of the visibility of the stack compared to the ERF building has been 
undertaken to understand where the stack may become visible in isolation, namely 
without context to the overall Development. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Figures L5 and 
L6) 
 

9.4.54. The Viewpoint Locations have been selected as being representative of the range of 
potential views of the Development Site and to enable an assessment of the landscape and 
visual effects resulting from the Development. The Viewpoint locations are the same as the 
construction phase and are provided in Table 9-4.  
 

9.4.55. Figures L9 to L109 of the LVIA (see Technical Appendix 9-1) present the individual viewpoint 
photographs. This includes panoramic photographs, single frame photograph 
enlargements and photomontage views for each Viewpoint Location apart from for 
Viewpoint Locations 34 and 35 which assesses the access road. 
 

9.4.56. In the immediate vicinity of the Development Site, at Viewpoint Location 1 From Heldre 
Lane immediately west of Whitehouse Farm, views were considered for residents (both 
ground and potential first floor locations/gardens) and road users. Effects relate to a clear 
view of the upper elevation and roofline of the ERF building and the stack against the 
skyline. The former will reduce distant views of the lower slopes of Moel y Golfa.  
 

9.4.57. At Viewpoint Location 2 From Heldre Lane (for road users), effects relate to a clear view of 
the upper elevation and graduated roofline of the ERF building against a backdrop of higher 
ground. Whilst the upper part of the stack is seen against the skyline.  
 

9.4.58. Viewpoint Location 10 From Garreg Bank (lower), Trewern is within close range and 
considers views for residents (ground floor locations/gardens) and road users. Effects 
relate to a clear view of the upper elevation of the ERF building and stack against the skyline 
seen at an acute angle.  
 

9.4.59. Also at close range are the following Viewpoint Locations: 
• Viewpoint Location 4 From Heldre Lane at Upper Heldre, for residents (ground floor 

locations/gardens) and for road users. Effects relate to a clear view of the upper 
elevation and graduated roofline of the ERF building and the stack against a backdrop 
of higher ground; and 

• Viewpoint Location 22 From A458 at Buttington Bridge for Offa’s Dyke Path National 
Trail users and for workers at nearby employment areas and road users. Effects relate 
to a clear view of the stack and the upper elevations of the ERF building seen at an 
acute angle and against the skyline. 
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9.4.60. Also relevant are the following Viewpoint Locations at close range for the identified 
receptors: 
• Viewpoint Location 3 From public footpath immediately south of Nelly Andrews' 

Green for footpath users; 
• Viewpoint Location 8 From A458 at Cefn for residents (upper floor windows) and road 

users; 
• Viewpoint Location 9 From A458 at Trewern for residents (upper floor windows) and 

road users; 
• Viewpoint Location 11 From Garreg Bank (upper), Trewern for residents (upper floor 

windows) and road users;  
• Viewpoint Location 12 From Criggion Lane for residents (upper floor windows) and 

road users; and  
• Viewpoint Location 13 From lane at Golfa Bank and adjacent to The Old Shop Cottage 

for residents (upper floor windows) and road users. 
 

9.4.61. In all cases, there will be clear views of the upper elevation and roofline of the ERF building 
but this varies between a backdrop of higher ground (Viewpoint Location 3), skyline 
(Viewpoint Location 8, 9, 12 and 13) and a combination of both (Viewpoint Location 11). 
When considering mitigation measures, the siting of the ERF building and stack (i.e. at a 
low level) along with screen bunds are of consequence. In terms of architectural design, 
the ERF building has a graduated appearance. In all cases, the natural colours of the 
cladding will assist in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. 
Whilst views of the lower elevations of proposed built form are also restricted by 
intervening vegetation outwith the Development Site. 
 
Consideration of Plume Visibility 
 

9.4.62. The LVIA considers both the average calculated visible plume as illustrated by the 
photomontage images and a worst case scenario of the calculated maximum visible plume 
from Viewpoint Location 11: From Garreg Bank (upper), Trewern for residents (upper floor 
windows) and road users which is within close range (c.1.9km north-east). 
 

9.4.63. The plume is taken into account as part of the assessment of the overall visibility of the 
stack illustrated by the photomontage images presented in the LVIA. The methodology is 
detailed in the LVIA (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Appendix 1). However, for the most part, 
the average visible plume does not represent a significant detractor. 
 

9.4.64. It is acknowledged that when visible, it has the potential to heighten the visibility of the 
stack and therefore, the Development in a wider landscape context. Generally, this is 
dependent on a number of factors: 
• Atmospheric conditions will have an influence on the visible presence of the plume. 

For example, in winter months when low temperature and humidity are more 
frequent, the plume length and visibility may be more apparent. Whilst in summer 
months, both would decline; and 

• Presence of cloud cover or clear blue skies as the latter will lead to an increased 
contrast with the visible plume. 

 
9.4.65. In Chapter 6 Air Quality, the modelling indicates that when visible, the plume length is 

predicted to be short (c.4m for 30% of daylight hours).  It is forecasted to extend to up to 
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107m in length for 5% of the time and would remain within the Development site boundary 
(113m from the stack location). Given the results of the modelling, the plume will be visible 
for a limited number of daylight hours.  
 

9.4.66. In the case of a worst case scenario explored at Viewpoint Location 11: From Garreg Bank 
(upper), Trewern. In such instances, this longer visible plume will accentuate the context 
of the visibility of the overall ERF building and in particular the stack. However, two factors 
are of note, firstly, the transient nature of the visible plume and secondly, the wider 
context of the Site within which the visible plume will disperse, albeit, over a longer range 
than ordinarily experienced.  
 
Consideration of the Proposed Lighting Scheme  

 
9.4.67. Selected Viewpoint Locations within close range have been assessed in the LVIA. The 

results relate primarily to the noted receptors rather than other groups (e.g. footpath 
users): 
• Viewpoint Location 4 From Heldre Lane at Upper Heldre: The proposed lighting 

scheme will create a low level of glow which could also illuminate the outline of new 
built form. Receptors include residents (ground floor locations/gardens) and road 
users; 

• Viewpoint Location 6 From footpath on Heldre Hill: The Development Site is located 
between the existing areas of main light intrusion and is within an area of greater 
darkness. Thus, low levels of observed night glow will be less intrusive than the light 
spill. Locations may be gained observing the night sky and incorporating the 
Development Site. The Viewpoint Location is assessed for general night time views 
and not specific receptors; 

• Viewpoint Location 7 From Brunant, immediately south of Pob Ceiniog: The 
Development Site which is located in an area of greater darkness will become more 
visible at night due to the effects of sky glow, although direct lighting spill is not 
anticipated to be a cause of impact. It will be seen as an extension to the current light 
spill/sky glare at Trewern which as this direction of view creates a close link in visual 
terms to the Development Site. Receptors include residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens); 

• Viewpoint Location 11 From Garreg Bank (upper), Trewern: The proposed lighting 
scheme for the Development Site will almost be totally hidden though some residual 
sky glow may be observed. Receptors include residents (upper floor windows) and 
road users; and 

• Viewpoint Location 21 From A483 near Pool Quay at Strata Marcella Abbey: The 
proposed lighting will only be detected as a result of sky glow rather than direct 
lighting. Receptors include road users. 
 
 

Decommissioning Phase Effects - Landscape Character 
 
9.4.68. When considering landscape character effects, the main sources of impact relate to the 

removal of built form and ground restoration. This will include crane movements. 
Consideration is given to proposed native woodland planting shown on the Landscape 
Masterplan. 
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9.4.69. With reference to direct effects on the Shropshire Hills (outliers) NLCA No.18, the 
Development is not of a scale either during the decommissioning phase whereby it would 
notably modify any key characteristics due to the size and diversity of the NLCA. There will 
be no indirect effects on other NLCAs and NCAs within the principal study area. (see 
Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 5 and Figure L1). 
 

9.4.70. During decommissioning, direct effects relate to the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden 
Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect Area and indirect effects concern the wider Aspect 
Area (i.e. outwith the Development Site) together with other Visual and Sensory Aspect 
Areas within the principal study area. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 5 and Figure 
L3). 
 

9.4.71. The MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect Area is 
classified as Moderate (local importance) in the LANDMAP Overall Evaluation. With regards 
to the Evaluation Matrix, the following applies: Scenic quality (High), Integrity (Moderate), 
Character (Moderate) and Rarity (Low). Reference is made to attractive views outwith the 
Aspect Area of the “surrounding rolling and upland landscapes”. 
 

9.4.72. Decommissioning will involve the removal of built form and ground restoration. As new 
native woodland planting matures, it will provide long term enhancement and mitigation 
for future employment uses at the Site. Whilst the Landscape Masterplan also incorporates 
areas of open mosaic habitat and species-rich neutral grassland. SuDS measures include a 
surface water attenuation pond together with amphibian wetland and peripheral habitat 
creation.  
 

9.4.73. In principal, the Development will have an indirect effect on the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen 
to Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect Area, which as noted, is classified as 
Moderate (local importance). Monitoring of the Aspect Area draws attention to the 
“Transitional landform between Breidden Hill, Long Mountain and the River Severn”. 
 

9.4.74. The Aspect Area extends to the north-east (c.6km), east (c.2.7km) and south-west (c.10km) 
of the Development Site. 
 

9.4.75. Reference to the ZTV shows that it broadly extends to the east and south within close 
range, to the north-east to medium range and is absent apart from a limited area to the 
long range. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Figure L3) There is the potential for some long 
term benefits due to proposed native woodland planting as it matures, notably within close 
range. 
 

9.4.76. In the LVIA, to assess indirect effects on other Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas within the 
principal study area, B&A considered each Aspect Area in turn using the LANDMAP 
Evaluation Matrix and Overall Evaluation. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 5) 
 

9.4.77. Indirect effects on the LANDMAP Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas during decommissioning 
are assessed in detail in the LVIA. This relates to the changes to the Development Site for 
example, the removal of the ERF building, stack and other built form and associated 
scaffolding. Of particular note are the following: 
• In the vicinity (within 500m): MNTGMVS650 River Severn Flood Plain;  
• Close range (500m to 3km): MNTGMVS301 Long Mountain and MNTGMVS612 

Guilsfield Rolling Farmlands, MNTGMVS620 Breidden Hill and MNTGMVS762 
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Welshpool; and 
• Long range (beyond 6km): MNTGMVS513 Llanymynech Hill and MNTGMVS875 

Llanfyllin Mosaic North. 
 
Decommissioning Phase Effects - Landscape Designations  

 
9.4.78. Indirect effects have been considered further in relation to: 

• Trewern Hall, Grade II* Listed Building (c.1.3km north);  
• Maesfron (Grade II Registered Park and Garden of Special Historic Interest in Wales 

and essential setting) (CADW) (c.1.6km north-east); and 
• Powis Castle and Garden (National Trust and Grade I Registered Park and Garden of 

Special Historic Interest in Wales and essential setting) (CADW) (c.6km south-west).  
 

9.4.79. With regards to the above, a detailed assessment is provided in the LVIA. (see Technical 
Appendix 9-1: Section 5). Indirect effects primarily relate to views of crane movements and 
other aspects (e.g. removal of the ERF building and stack etc. and associated scaffolding). 

 
Decommissioning Phase Effects - Visual Impact 

 
9.4.80. With reference to the Development, the main sources of change relate to the removal of 

built form and ground restoration which will involve crane movements. 
 

9.4.81. The Viewpoint Locations have been selected as being representative of the range of 
potential views of the Development Site and to enable an assessment of the landscape and 
visual effects resulting from the Development. In so doing, it informs the overall conclusion 
of the visual capacity.  
 

9.4.82. Receptors include residents, road users, visitors to Powis Castle and footpath users 
including on the Offa’s Dyke National Trail. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 6 and 
Figures L7 and L8) 
 

9.4.83. Table 9-4 earlier in this Chapter lists the Viewpoint Locations, describes the location of the 
photograph, the identified receptor and distance/direction (range) from the Development 
Site.  
 

9.4.84. In the immediate vicinity of the Development Site, at Viewpoint Location 1 From Heldre 
Lane immediately west of Whitehouse Farm, views were considered for residents (both 
ground and potential first floor locations/gardens) and road users.  There will be views of 
crane movements etc. seen at the skyline.  Whilst there will be a lack of available views of 
Site activities relating to ground restoration. However, native woodland planting 
associated with the screen bunds will provide screening benefits as it matures and long 
term enhancement including with regards to the wider Site setting. 
 

9.4.85. At a close range, the following Viewpoint Locations are of note:  
• Viewpoint Location 3 (From public footpath immediately south of Nelly Andrews' 

Green) for footpath users; 
• Viewpoint Location 4 (From Heldre Lane at Upper Heldre). Receptors include 

residents (ground floor locations/gardens) and road users;  
• Viewpoint Location 10 (Garreg Bank (lower), Trewern) for residents (ground floor 
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locations/gardens) and road users; and 
• Viewpoint Location 22 (A458 at Buttington Bridge) for Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail 

users, workers at nearby employment areas and road users. 
 

9.4.86. In all of the above, views of crane movements relating to the removal of built form are of 
note.  Views will be available of Site activities relating to ground restoration in certain 
cases. Native woodland planting associated with the screen bunds will provide screening 
benefits as it matures and long term enhancement including with regards to the wider Site 
setting. 
 

9.4.87. At the same distance range are the following Viewpoint Locations: 
• Viewpoint Location 7 (From Brunant, immediately south of Pob Ceiniog) for residents 

(ground floor locations/gardens) and footpath users; 
• Viewpoint Location 19 (near Pool Quay) for residents (ground floor locations/gardens) 

and footpath users; and 
• Viewpoint Location 20 (A483 at Pool Quay) for Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail users 

and road users.  
 

9.4.88. In all cases, there will be views of crane movements relating to the removal of built form.  
This will consist of intermittent views of crane movements seen against a landform 
backdrop. Views of Site activities relating to ground restoration will either be limited or 
absent. 
 

9.4.89. Relevant at a medium range is Viewpoint Location 14 (from Bacheldre Lane) for residents 
(ground floor locations/gardens) and road users. There will be views of crane movements 
against a landform backdrop. Whilst there will be a lack of available views of Site activities 
relating to ground restoration. 

 
 

The Development Overall 
 

9.4.90. The LVIA has assessed all phases of the Development in terms of landscape and visual 
effects.  
 

9.4.91. The Development has been allocated for employment development through the Powys 
Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026 therefore is considered suitable for uses such as that 
proposed by the Development. 
 

9.4.92. The Development will result in notable changes both regarding the Development Site and 
in a wider context.  
 

9.4.93. Mitigation measures form an integral part of the Development.  
 

9.4.94. With regards to the architectural design, further to the location of built form within the 
quarry void, the graduated roofline of the main ERF building and the choice of cladding 
colours are intended to be sympathetic to the landscape setting. Also of importance is the 
size of the Site compared to that allocated for proposed built form which allows extensive 
landscape proposals to be incorporated into the design including screen bunds, SuDS 
measures, areas of open mosaic habitat and species-rich neutral grassland and proposed 
native woodland planting. The latter will remain in perpetuity and offers long term 
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enhancement and mitigation for future employment uses at the Site. Such measures will 
have the potential to provide neutral or beneficial effects in time both in respect of the Site 
and its wider environs 
 
 
The Development in Combination with Other Developments 
 

9.4.95. Cumulative landscape and visual effects have been considered in the LVIA. Guidance has 
been taken from the GLVIA Third Edition regarding cumulative landscape effects 
(paragraph 7.26) and visual effects (paragraph 7.38).  
 

9.4.96. The LVIA has taken into account large scale commercial development such as warehouses 
along the main road network and on the edge of settlements: 
• Offa’s Dyke Business Park adjacent to the B4388 on the edge of Buttington (c.2.2km 

south-west);  
• Buttington Cross Enterprise Park and the Welshpool Livestock Sales building adjacent 

to the A458 and A483 roundabout on the northern edge of Welshpool (c.2.6km south-
west); and 

• Hanfaes Lane Industrial Estate (c.4.1km south-west) and Severn Farm Industrial Estate 
(c.5km south-west) on the eastern edge of Welshpool. 

 
9.4.97. A detailed assessment is provided in the LVIA (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Sections 5 and 

6) and a summary provided in Section 9.5 of this Chapter.  
 
 
Interactive Effects 
 

9.4.98. Interactions with other Key Environmental Aspect (“KEA’s”) are summarised in Table 9-5 
below. 

Table 9-5: Interactive Effects on KEA  

KEA Interaction Interactive Effects 

Landscape and Visual and 
Air Quality 

The average calculated visible plume is shown on photomontage 
views provided in the LVIA. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Appendix 
1 and Figures L9 to L109) 
A worst case scenario is considered from Viewpoint Location 11 
From Garreg Bank (upper) Trewern and the illustrated maximum 
calculated plume length is shown on a photomontage view (see 
Technical Appendix 9-1: Appendix 14). 

Landscape and Visual and 
Ecology 

Retained and proposed planting are illustrated by the Landscape 
Masterplan. The existing woodland on the southern Development 
Site boundary will be retained. Screen bunds (both existing and 
proposed) will be grass seeded and planted with native 
broadleaved woodland. Proposals also comprise SuDS measures 
along with areas of open mosaic habitat and species rich neutral 
grassland. In the operation phase, no allowance is made for the 
additional screening benefits offered by new native woodland 
planting shown on the Landscape Masterplan. During 
decommissioning, consideration is given to its long term landscape 
and visual benefits. (see Technical Appendix 9-1) 



 
 
 

 

 
 
ECL Ref: ECL.001.01.02/ES 
DATE:  February 2021  Page 9-39 
ISSUE: 1 

Table9-5: Interactive Effects on KEA (cont) 

KEA Interaction Interactive Effects 

Landscape and Visual and 
Historic Environment 

Cultural heritage assets (e.g. Scheduled Monuments) are 
considered as part of landscape and visual effects in the LVIA. (see 
Technical Appendix 9-1: Sections 5 and 6) 

Landscape and Visual and 
Human Health 

Visual receptors including residents, footpath users and road users 
are considered in the LVIA. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 6) 

Landscape and Visual and 
Transportation 

The formation of the access road is assessed in the LVIA. (see 
Technical Appendix 9-1: Section 6) 

Landscape and Visual and 
Water Environment 

The Landscape Masterplan encompasses SuDS measures which 
includes a surface water attenuation pond together with 
amphibian wetland and peripheral habitat creation. These aspects 
are taken into account in the LVIA. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: 
Section 5) 

 
 
9.5. Environmental Effects Analysis 

 
9.5.1. The LVIA considers and describes the main landscape and visual effects which are likely to 

arise from the Development and generally assumes that an impact could lead to a 
beneficial, adverse or neutral effect. The definition of impact terminology has been 
developed to ensure that, wherever possible, an objective assessment has been made and 
that the terminology used is appropriate to the Development and the current baseline 
situation. Section 9.4 of this Chapter previously discussed the effects and an assessment of 
significance is provided in this Section. 
 

9.5.2. In adherence with the GLVIA Third Edition, a distinction is made between the “impact” (the 
action being taken) and “effect” (the change resulting from that action) that the 
Development might have upon the landscape and visual amenity. The same source advises 
that the assessment of a particular development should take full account of the landscape 
(character) impacts as well as the potential visual impacts. Although they are separate, it 
is difficult to isolate each category and so both are considered as part of the assessment 
process.  
 

9.5.3. The assessment of landscape and visual impacts involves three steps: 
• Determining the sensitivity of the landscape or viewer group (i.e. the receptor) to the 

type of change envisaged; 
• Predicting the magnitude of change that would take place in the landscape or view; 

and  
• Evaluating the significance of that change, taking into account the sensitivity of the 

affected receptor and the magnitude of change. 
 

9.5.4. In the LVIA, the assessment considers landscape and visual effects resulting from the 
Development during the construction, operational and decommissioning phases. 
Consideration has been given to night time effects due to the proposed lighting scheme, 
winter views and plume visibility. Magnitude of impact is dealt with on a landscape or visual 
basis and the overall consideration of the effects takes into account the period of time that 
the effect occurs. A narrative approach is used to describe and assess the likely changes in 
the LVIA. (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Sections 5 and 6). 
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LVIA Methodology 
 
9.5.5. The LVIA Methodology is based on guidance and methodology listed in Section 9.2 of this 

Chapter. The same criteria is applied for all phases. The significance criteria is provided in 
Tables 9-6 to 9-9 together with the overall assessment of significance based on the 
requirements of methodology in Chapter 2 of the ES. 
 

9.5.6. The methodology is presented in full in Appendix 1 and summarised in Section 2 of the 
LVIA (see Technical Appendix 9-1). 

 
Landscape Character Effects Assessment Criteria 
 

9.5.7. The assessment of landscape character effects describes the key characteristics of the 
landscape and the likely nature and scale of changes to landscape elements and 
characteristics; and the consequential effect on the landscape character. It considers 
effects relating to the Development during all phases. 
 

9.5.8. Sensitivity of the landscape helps to determine how development of a particular site may 
lead to a high or low change in the overall characteristics. Sensitivity may be High, Medium 
or Low, with two further categories for exceptional situations of Very High or Very Low and 
is summarised in Table 9-6. 

Table 9-6: Landscape Sensitivity 
Sensitivity Description 

Very High 

Where key characteristics, elements and associated uses are very vulnerable to 
change and cannot absorb development without significant alteration to the 

character itself.  Thresholds for significant change are very low. This would apply 
to landscapes of designated value such as National Parks and where the principal 

management objective is to conserve existing character. 

High 
Where the key characteristics, elements and associated uses are vulnerable to 
change and/or enhancement and where development can only be absorbed in 

limited situations. The thresholds for significant change are low. 

Medium 
Where the key characteristics, elements and associated uses of the landscape are 

susceptible to change but have the ability to absorb development in some 
situations.  Thresholds for significant change are intermediate. 

Low 
Where key characteristics, elements and associated uses are resilient to change 

and can absorb development in many situations without significant character 
change. 

Very Low 

Where the key characteristics, elements and associated uses are robust and are 
able to accommodate development without significant character change. This 

would apply to landscapes undergoing regeneration or with management 
objectives focused on landscape change. 

 
9.5.9. The magnitude of impact relates to the scale of the changes in terms of the effects upon 

the landscape character of the Development Site (direct effects) and also the surrounding 
environs (indirect effects). Indirect effects on landscape character are assessed where the 
Development is visible in the principal study area (see Technical Appendix 9-1: Figures L5 
and L6). The magnitude of impact applied ranges from Very Large to Negligible or No 
Impact and is defined in Table 9-7. 
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Table 9-7: Landscape Magnitude of Impact 
Sensitivity Description 

Very Large Where the development will cause large-scale changes many to important 
landscape characteristics. 

Large Where the development will cause some large-scale changes to several 
landscape characteristics. 

Medium to 
Large 

Where the development will cause some notable changes to several landscape 
characteristics. 

Medium Where the development will cause changes to several landscape characteristics. 

Small Where the development will cause small-scale changes to a limited number of 
landscape characteristics. 

Very Small Where the development will cause very small-scale changes to a limited number 
of landscape characteristics. 

Negligible Where the development will cause little or no appreciable change. 
No Impact No perceptible change to the landscape character due to the development. 

 
 

9.5.10. Consequently, a combination of the sensitivity of the landscape and the magnitude of the 
impact determines the significance of effect.  
 

9.5.11. In line with the GLVIA Third Edition, final conclusions regarding the significance of effect 
specifically concern the development in question. Generally, a more significant effect 
would apply to the permanent loss of mature elements. A less significant effect involves 
the loss of uniform and homogenous elements and features or where there is a more 
degraded character and less associated value. This is judged against the current baseline 
situation set out in Section 9.3 of this Chapter. 
 
Visual Effects Assessment Criteria 

 
9.5.12. The assessment of significance of visual effects is approached in a similar manner to that 

previously described for landscape character. 
 

9.5.13. Viewpoint Locations are chosen to show the context of specific places where the 
Development might be most visible and in some cases, representative receptor sensitivity. 
It is recognised that sensitivity may vary on a personal basis as will receptor activity. 
Nevertheless, the Viewpoint Locations are used to provide an objective assessment of the 
primary receptor sensitivity. 
 

9.5.14. The sensitivity of the viewer is defined according to the type of receptor such as residents, 
road users and footpath users and ranges from Very High to Very Low and is summarised 
in Table 9-8. Static views can typically include locations from residential areas and 
sequential views refer to those along roads and footpaths. The type of view is specified for 
each Viewpoint Location in the LVIA. 
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Table 9-8: Visual Sensitivity 
Sensitivity Description 

Very High Visitors to nationally advertised attractions (e.g. a National Park) where 
visual amenity is very important to its enjoyment. 

High 

From residential properties (ground floor locations/gardens), an established 
viewing point, or recognised public location for which the sensitivity of visual 

amenity is noted as being of a higher rating. Footpath users on National 
Trails. 

Medium 

Footpath users on long distance footpaths, on the general footpath network 
(footpaths, bridleways and byways) and walkers (general recreation). 

Residential locations including from upper floor windows and general views 
from residential properties not associated with a High sensitivity. 

Low 
Road users on the general network including “A” class roads, minor roads 
and lanes. It also includes a place of work or recreation facilities (e.g. golf 

course) as the action takes place with less reference to external influences. 

Very Low People travelling along direct fast transport routes where context and view 
changes rapidly (e.g. motorway, railway). 

 
 

9.5.15. The magnitude of the visibility is rated from Very Large to Negligible or No Impact and is 
defined in Table 9-9. 

Table 9-9: Visual Magnitude of Impact 
Sensitivity Description 

Very Large Where new or additional elements are introduced and the development 
is wholly dominant and intrusive within the context of the available view. 

Large 
Where the development would introduce new or additional elements 

which would form a significant and immediately apparent aspect of the 
scene and would affect the overall impression of the view. 

Medium to Large 
Where the development would introduce new or additional elements 

which will be noticeable in the scene and would affect the overall 
impression of the view. 

Medium 
Where the development would introduce new or additional elements and 
forms a recognisable change to the amenity but is not intrusive within the 

overall scene. 

Small 

Where the development would introduce new or additional elements but 
would constitute only a minor component of the wider view which the 

casual observer could miss or where awareness does not affect the 
overall quality of the scene. 

Very Small 
Where only a very small part of the development is discernible or in cases 
where the effects are scarcely appreciated, for example, due to the angle 

of view or distance involved. 
Negligible Where the development will not materially alter the existing view. 
No Impact No perceptible change to the existing view due to the development. 

 
 

9.5.16. The significance of effect is then determined by comparing the magnitude and sensitivity 
in a consistent manner.  

Nature of Effect 
 
9.5.17. It is not the assumption of the LVIA that all change is adverse. Rather, it seeks to give 

objective consideration from the outset that the nature of effect can be beneficial or 
adverse and in some cases neutral.  
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9.5.18. The GLVIA Third Edition notes that “It is also possible for effects to be neutral in their 

consequences for the landscape. An informed professional judgement should be made 
about this and the criteria used in reaching the judgement should be clearly stated. They 
might include, but should not be restricted to:  
• The degree to which the proposal fits with existing character; and 
• The contribution to the landscape that the development may make in its own right, 

usually by virtue of good design, even if it is in contrast to existing character“. 
(paragraph 5.37) 

 
9.5.19. The LVIA gives objective consideration to both landscape and visual effects with regard to 

the context, visual composition and the way in which the view is experienced. 
 

9.5.20. The LVIA gives objective consideration to both landscape and visual effects with regard to 
the context, visual composition and the way in which the view is experienced. 
 

9.5.21. An adverse nature of effect may occur where there is an increase of visibility in terms of 
the Site or changes to character of a negative or intrusive kind. This may ensue regarding 
views of earthworks and due to screen bund formation in the construction period. Crane 
movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction, scaffolding and ground works) 
associated with the building of the ERF could result in adverse effects (e.g. at the skyline).  
 

9.5.22. During the operation period, adverse effects may occur with respect to potential views of 
building façades or rooflines of the ERF building and/or stack. This may arise when built 
form is seen against the skyline rather than a backdrop of hills or rising ground. When the 
stack is seen in isolation (i.e. without context to the overall Development), this may result 
in an adverse rather than neutral effect. As stated, during the operation phase, no 
allowance is being made for the additional screening benefits offered by the proposed 
native woodland planting illustrated by the Landscape Masterplan. Consideration is given 
to the screen bunds only. 
 

9.5.23. The Assessment recognises that if part of the Development can be assimilated into the 
landscape or is not visually overbearing and intrusive, it will not necessarily result in an 
adverse effect. In addition, a change is not necessarily an adverse effect so long as the land 
use and appearance are broadly in line with similar uses.  
 

9.5.24. Neutral effects may arise when the proposals are unlikely to be identified immediately in 
terms of adversely affecting the characteristics or where they do not constitute an intrusive 
element in the overall visual amenity; this may apply when views are partially screened or 
at distance.  
 

9.5.25. During decommissioning, cranes will remove taller elements such as the ERF building and 
stack which may lead to adverse visual effects. However, these will be temporary and/or 
generally of a short duration. The screen bunds will provide some screening of the 
demolition/removal of buildings and vehicle movements during ground restoration. 
Overall, adverse visual effects in this phase will primarily relate to visible crane movements 
and site activity where in view.  
 

9.5.26. Proposed native woodland planting shown on the Landscape Masterplan will remain in 
perpetuity and will offer long term enhancement and mitigation for future employment 
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uses at the Site. A neutral or beneficial nature of effect may occur as it matures. It is more 
likely to be beneficial at a close range with a neutral effect occurring at mid and long range.  
 

9.5.27. Winter and summer views have been considered separately in the LVIA for selected 
Viewpoint Locations in the immediate vicinity and at a close range. (see Technical Appendix 
9-1: Section 6 and Appendix 12). 
 
Landscape and Visual Capacity 
 

9.5.28. Landscape capacity relates to the landscape character sensitivity and value and is also 
informed by the effects upon visual amenity. It provides an understanding of whether the 
predicted effects upon the character would be in keeping or not with the current landscape 
setting. It constitutes an all-encompassing consideration of whether a landscape might be 
capable of development whilst the essential qualities of the wider landscape character 
remain unchanged. 
 

9.5.29. In this instance, a three-point scale has been adopted after considering the above: 
• Low capacity: a landscape or visual amenity which cannot accommodate change;  
• Medium capacity: a landscape or visual amenity which could accommodate change in 

certain circumstances: and   
• High capacity: a landscape or visual amenity which can accommodate change. 

 
Significance of Effect Criteria 

 
9.5.30. The significance of a landscape or visual effect is a function of the sensitivity of the affected 

landscape or visual receptors, the magnitude of change that they will experience and the 
nature of the effect. The degree of significance of landscape and visual effects are unique 
to a particular proposal. Tables 9-10 and 9-11 demonstrate the principles applied to assess 
the significance. Although where exceptions occur, professional judgement and 
assumptions are applied. For example, where significance falls between two categories. 
 

9.5.31. In instances where a Major or a Moderate to Major significance of effect occurs, then the 
effect is likely to be considered significant (i.e. an impact that is likely to be a key material 
factor in the decision-making process). Where a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect 
has occurred then this has been reviewed whether it would constitute a significant effect.  
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Table 9-10: Significance of Effect Landscape and Visual  
Significance 

of Effect Landscape Visual 

Negligible Virtually no effect on existing landscape 
character and quality. 

The development results in a 
virtually imperceptible change in the 

view and has no affect upon the 
existing visual amenity. 

Minor 

Some effects on existing landscape for 
which the development can be readily 
accommodated without affecting the 

character. 

Where the development may have a 
slight affect upon the view but where 

the change is not prominent. 

Moderate 

Larger scale changes affecting the 
landscape to a noticeable degree without 

a significant resultant change in the 
character. 

Where the development will be 
clearly visible and results in some 
changes to the view, but the main 

elements of the baseline visual 
context remain. 

Major 

Landscape character and quality is 
affected to a large degree, such that the 
development is a substantive element, 

creating a character associated with the 
development. 

The development results in changes 
that largely affect the view, or where 

the baseline visual context alters, 
such that the development is one of 

the principal visual elements 
unmistakably or easily seen. 

Substantial 

Landscape character and quality is 
affected to a substantial degree, such 

that the development is the principal and 
substantive element dominating the 

essence of the landscape character and 
affecting the balance of the landscape. 

Substantive alterations to the 
amenity of the view, where the 

development becomes the dominant 
feature and commands or controls 

that particular view. 

 
Table 9-11: Predicted Significance of Landscape/Visual Effects 

Sensitivity X 
Very Low Low Medium High Very High T 

Magnitude 

No Impact None None None None None 

Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible 

Very Small Negligible Negligible Minor Minor Minor - 
Moderate 

Small Negligible Minor Minor-
Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Medium Minor Minor-
Moderate Moderate Moderate to 

Major Major 

Medium to 
Large 

Minor- 
Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate to 

Major Major 

Large Minor- 
Moderate Moderate Moderate to 

Major Major Major to 
substantial 

Very Large Moderate Moderate Major Major to 
substantial Substantial 
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9.5.32. This Chapter deviates from the other KEA Chapters in that as there are a large number of 
Viewpoint Locations to consider, each was firstly assessed using the significance of effect 
criteria as outlined in Tables 9-10 and 9-11. Viewpoint Locations were then grouped 
together in accordance with their significance and the full Environmental Effects Analysis 
was undertaken for Viewpoint Locations identified as being significant. 
 

9.5.33. Table 9-12 provides a summary of the visual effects. The full assessment is contained within 
Technical Appendix 9-1. 
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Table 9-12: Sum
m

ary of Visual Effects 
VP 

N
O

. 
LO

CATIO
N

 
RECEPTO

R (SEN
SITIVITY) 

M
AG

N
ITU

DE O
F IM

PACT 
SIG

N
IFICAN

CE O
F EFFECT 

(N
ATU

RE) 
Close Range View

s to the South and East 

1 
From

 Heldre Lane im
m

ediately w
est of 

W
hitehouse Farm

 
 

Residents (both ground and 
potential first floor 
locations/gardens) (High)  

During Construction  
Large 

M
ajor (adverse) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 to Large 
(potentially Large) 

M
ajor (adverse) (w

orst case 
scenario) 

During 
Decom

m
issioning  

M
edium

  
M

oderate to M
ajor 

(adverse) 

Road users (Low
) 

During Construction  
Large 

M
oderate (adverse) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 to Large 
(potentially Large) 

M
oderate (adverse) (w

orst 
case scenario) 

During 
Decom

m
issioning  

M
edium

 
M

inor-M
oderate (adverse) 

2 
From

 Heldre Lane 
 

Road users (Low
) 

During Construction  
Large 

M
oderate (adverse) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 to Large 
M

oderate (adverse) 
During 
Decom

m
issioning  

M
edium

 
M

inor-M
oderate (adverse) 

3 
From

 public footpath im
m

ediately south 
of N

elly Andrew
s' Green 

Footpath users (M
edium

) 

During Construction  
M

edium
 to Large 

M
oderate (adverse) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 
M

oderate (adverse) 
During 
Decom

m
issioning  

M
edium

 
M

oderate (adverse) 

4 
From

 Heldre Lane at U
pper Heldre  

Residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) (High)  

During Construction  
M

edium
 to Large 

M
oderate to M

ajor 
(adverse) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 
M

oderate to M
ajor 

(adverse) 
During 
Decom

m
issioning  

M
edium

 
M

oderate to M
ajor 

(adverse) 

Road users (Low
) 

During Construction  
M

edium
 to Large 

M
oderate (adverse) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 
M

inor-M
oderate (adverse) 

During 
Decom

m
issioning  

M
edium

 
M

inor-M
oderate (adverse) 
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Table 9-12: Sum
m

ary of Visual Effects (cont) 
VP 

N
O

. 
LO

CATIO
N

 
RECEPTO

R (SEN
SITIVITY) 

M
AG

N
ITU

DE O
F IM

PACT 
SIG

N
IFICAN

CE O
F EFFECT 

(N
ATU

RE) 
Close Range View

s to the South and East 

5 
From

 public footpath south 
of Buttington leading 
tow

ards the Longm
ountain 

Footpath users (M
edium

) 
During Construction  

M
edium

 
M

oderate (neutral) 
During O

peration 
M

edium
 

M
oderate (neutral) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
M

edium
 

M
oderate (neutral) 

6 
From

 public footpath on 
Heldre Hill 

 
Footpath users (M

edium
) 

During Construction  
M

edium
 to Large 

M
oderate (neutral) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 
M

oderate (neutral) 
During Decom

m
issioning  

M
edium

 
M

oderate (neutral) 

7 
From

 Brunant, im
m

ediately 
south of Pob Ceiniog 

Residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) (High)  

During Construction  
M

edium
  

M
oderate to M

ajor 
(adverse) 

During O
peration 

Sm
all 

M
oderate (neutral) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
Sm

all 
M

oderate (adverse) 

Footpath users (M
edium

) 
During Construction  

M
edium

 
M

oderate (adverse) 
During O

peration 
Sm

all 
M

inor-M
oderate (neutral) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
Sm

all 
M

inor-M
oderate (adverse) 

Close and M
edium

 Range View
s to the N

orth, N
orth-East and East 

8 
From

 A458 at Cefn 
 

Residents (upper floor w
indow

s) 
(M

edium
)  

During Construction  
Sm

all (generally) 
M

edium
 (w

orst case 
scenario) 

M
oderate (adverse) (w

orst 
case scenario) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 
M

oderate (adverse) 
During Decom

m
issioning  

Sm
all 

M
inor-M

oderate (adverse 

Road users (Low
) 

During Construction  
Sm

all (generally) 
M

edium
 (w

orst case 
scenario) 

M
inor-M

oderate (adverse) 
(w

orst case scenario) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 
M

inor-M
oderate (adverse) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
Sm

all 
M

inor (adverse) 

9 
From

 A458 at Trew
ern 

 
Residents (upper floor w

indow
s) 

(M
edium

) 

During Construction  
Sm

all (generally) 
M

edium
 (w

orst case 
scenario) 

M
oderate (adverse) (w

orst 
case scenario) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 
M

oderate (adverse)  
During Decom

m
issioning  

Sm
all 

M
inor-M

oderate (adverse) 
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Table 9-12: Sum
m

ary of Visual Effects (cont) 
VP 

N
O

. 
LO

CATIO
N

 
RECEPTO

R (SEN
SITIVITY) 

M
AG

N
ITU

DE O
F IM

PACT 
SIG

N
IFICAN

CE O
F EFFECT 

(N
ATU

RE) 
Close and M

edium
 Range View

s to the N
orth, N

orth-East and East 

9 
From

 A458 at Trew
ern 

Road U
sers (Low

) 
During Construction  

Sm
all (generally) 

M
edium

 (w
orst case 

scenario) 

M
inor-M

oderate (adverse) 
(w

orst case scenario) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 
M

inor-M
oderate (adverse) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
Sm

all 
M

inor (adverse) 

10 
From

 Garreg Bank 
(low

er), Trew
ern  

Residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) (High)  

During Construction  
M

edium
 to Large 

M
oderate to M

ajor 
(adverse) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 to Large 
M

oderate to M
ajor 

(adverse) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
M

edium
 

M
oderate to M

ajor 
(adverse) 

Road users (Low
) 

During Construction  
M

edium
 to Large 

M
oderate (adverse) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 to Large 
M

oderate (adverse) 
During Decom

m
issioning  

M
edium

 
M

inor-M
oderate (adverse) 

11 
From

 Garreg Bank 
(upper), Trew

ern  

Residents (upper floor w
indow

s) 
(M

edium
)  

During Construction  
Sm

all (generally) 
M

edium
 (w

orst case 
scenario) 

M
oderate (adverse) (w

orst 
case scenario) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 
M

oderate (adverse) 
During Decom

m
issioning  

Sm
all 

M
inor-M

oderate (adverse) 

Road users (Low
) 

During Construction  
Sm

all (generally) 
M

edium
 (w

orst case 
scenario) 

M
inor-M

oderate (adverse) 
(w

orst case scenario) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 
M

inor-M
oderate (adverse) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
Sm

all 
M

inor (adverse) 
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Table 9-12: Sum
m

ary of Visual Effects (cont) 
VP 

N
O

. 
LO

CATIO
N

 
RECEPTO

R (SEN
SITIVITY) 

M
AG

N
ITU

DE O
F IM

PACT 
SIG

N
IFICAN

CE O
F EFFECT 

(N
ATU

RE) 
Close and M

edium
 Range View

s to the N
orth, N

orth-East and East 

12 
From

 Criggion Lane, 
Trew

ern  

Residents (upper floor w
indow

s) 
(M

edium
)  

During Construction  
Very Sm

all (generally) 
Sm

all (w
orst case 

scenario) 

M
inor-M

oderate (adverse) 
(w

orst case scenario) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 
M

oderate (adverse) 
During Decom

m
issioning  

Very Sm
all 

M
inor (adverse) 

Road users (Low
) 

During Construction  
Very Sm

all (generally) 
Sm

all (w
orst case 

scenario) 

M
inor (adverse) (w

orst case 
scenario) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 
M

inor-M
oderate (adverse) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
Very Sm

all 
N

egligible (adverse) 

13 
From

 lane at Golfa Bank 
and adjacent to The O

ld 
Shop Cottage 

Residents (upper floor w
indow

s) 
(M

edium
) 

During Construction  
Sm

all (generally) 
M

edium
 (w

orst case 
scenario) 

M
oderate (adverse) (w

orst 
case scenario) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 
M

oderate (adverse) 
During Decom

m
issioning  

Sm
all 

M
inor-M

oderate (adverse) 

Road users (Low
) 

During Construction  
Sm

all (generally) 
M

edium
 (w

orst case 
scenario) 

M
inor-M

oderate (adverse) 
(w

orst case scenario) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 
M

inor-M
oderate (adverse) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
Sm

all 
M

inor (adverse) 

14 
From

 Bacheldre Lane 
adjacent to O

ak Grange 

Residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) (High) 

During Construction  
Sm

all 
M

oderate (adverse) 
During O

peration 
Sm

all  
M

oderate (neutral) 
During Decom

m
issioning  

Sm
all 

M
oderate (adverse) 

Road users (Low
) 

During Construction  
Sm

all 
M

inor (adverse) 
During O

peration 
Sm

all 
M

inor (neutral) 
During Decom

m
issioning  

Sm
all 

M
inor (adverse) 

15 
From

 A458 w
est of 

W
ollaston 

 
Road users (Low

) 
During Construction  

N
egligible 

N
egligible (adverse) 

During O
peration 

Very Sm
all 

N
egligible (neutral) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
N

egligible 
N

egligible (adverse) 
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Table 9-12: Sum
m

ary of Visual Effects (cont) 
VP 

N
O

. 
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CATIO
N
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R (SEN
SITIVITY) 

M
AG

N
ITU

DE O
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PACT 
SIG

N
IFICAN

CE O
F EFFECT 

(N
ATU

RE) 
Close and M

edium
 Range View

s to the N
orth, N

orth-East and East 

16 
From

 M
oel y Golfa

 
 

Footpath users (M
edium

) 
During Construction  

M
edium

 
M

oderate (adverse) 
During O

peration 
M

edium
 

M
oderate (neutral) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
Sm

all 
M

inor-M
oderate (adverse) 

17 
From

 M
iddletow

n Hill
 

 
W

alkers (general recreation) 
(M

edium
) 

During Construction  
Sm

all 
M

inor-M
oderate (neutral) 

During O
peration 

Sm
all 

M
inor-M

oderate (neutral) 
During Decom

m
issioning  

Very Sm
all 

M
inor (neutral) 

18 
From

 Rodney's Pillar
 

 
Established view

ing point at 
Rodney's Pillar (High) 

During Construction  
Sm

all (generally) 
M

edium
 (w

orst case 
scenario) 

M
oderate to M

ajor 
(adverse) (w

orst case 
scenario) 

During O
peration 

Sm
all 

M
oderate (neutral) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
Sm

all 
M

oderate (adverse) 
Close Range View

s to the N
orth-W

est and W
est 

19 
From

 public footpath 
near Coppice East Farm

 
(near Pool Q

uay) 

Residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) (High)  

During Construction  
Sm

all (generally) 
M

edium
 (w

orst case 
scenario) 

M
oderate to M

ajor 
(adverse) (w

orst case 
scenario) 

During O
peration 

Sm
all 

M
oderate (neutral) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
Sm

all 
M

oderate (adverse) 

Footpath users (M
edium

) 
During Construction  

Sm
all (generally) 

M
edium

 (w
orst case 

scenario) 

M
oderate (adverse) (w

orst 
case scenario) 

During O
peration 

Sm
all 

M
inor-M

oderate (neutral) 
During Decom

m
issioning  

Sm
all 

M
inor-M

oderate (adverse) 
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Table 9-12: Sum
m

ary of Visual Effects (cont) 
VP 

N
O

. 
LO

CATIO
N

 
RECEPTO

R (SEN
SITIVITY) 

M
AG

N
ITU

DE O
F IM

PACT 
SIG

N
IFICAN

CE O
F EFFECT 

(N
ATU

RE) 
Close Range View

s to the N
orth-W

est and W
est 

20 
From

 A483 at Pool Q
uay

 
 

O
ffa’s Dyke Path N

ational Trail users 
(High) 

During Construction  
Sm

all (generally) 
M

edium
 (w

orst case 
scenario) 

M
oderate to M

ajor 
(adverse) (w

orst case 
scenario) 

During O
peration 

Sm
all 

M
oderate (neutral) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
Sm

all 
M

oderate (adverse) 

Road users (Low
) 

During Construction  
Sm

all (generally) 
M

edium
 (w

orst case 
scenario) 

M
inor-M

oderate (adverse) 
(w

orst case scenario) 

During O
peration 

Sm
all 

M
inor (neutral) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
Sm

all 
M

inor (adverse) 

21 
From

 A483 near Pool 
Q

uay at Strata M
arcella 

Abbey 
 

O
ffa’s Dyke Path N

ational Trail users 
(High) 

During Construction  
N

egligible 
N

egligible (adverse) 
During O

peration 
Very Sm

all 
M

inor (neutral) 
During Decom

m
issioning  

N
egligible 

N
egligible (adverse) 

Road users (Low
) 

During Construction  
N

egligible 
N

egligible (adverse) 
During O

peration 
Very Sm

all 
N

egligible (neutral) 
During Decom

m
issioning  

N
egligible 

N
egligible (adverse) 

Close and M
edium

 Range View
s to the South-W

est 

22 
From

 A458 at 
Buttington Bridge 

O
ffa’s Dyke Path N

ational Trail users 
(High) 

During Construction  
M

edium
 to Large 

M
oderate to M

ajor 
(adverse) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 
M

oderate to M
ajor 

(adverse) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
M

edium
 

M
oderate to M

ajor 
(adverse) 

W
orkers at nearby em

ploym
ent 

areas and road users (Low
) 

During Construction  
M

edium
 to Large 

M
oderate (adverse) 

During O
peration 

M
edium

 
M

inor-M
oderate (adverse) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
M

edium
 

M
inor-M

oderate (adverse) 
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Table 9-12: Sum
m

ary of Visual Effects (cont) 
VP 
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CATIO
N
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R (SEN
SITIVITY) 

M
AG

N
ITU

DE O
F IM

PACT 
SIG

N
IFICAN

CE O
F EFFECT 

(N
ATU

RE) 
Close and M

edium
 Range View

s to the South-W
est 

23 
From

 B4381 at 
W

elshpool 
 

Residents (upper floor w
indow

s) 
(M

edium
) 

During Construction  
Sm

all (generally) 
M

edium
 (w

orst case 
scenario) 

M
oderate (neutral) (w

orst 
case scenario) 

During O
peration 

Sm
all 

M
inor-M

oderate (neutral) 
During Decom

m
issioning  

Sm
all 

M
inor-M

oderate (neutral) 

Road users (Low
) 

During Construction  
Sm

all (generally) 
M

edium
 (w

orst case 
scenario) 

M
inor-M

oderate (neutral) 
(w

orst case scenario) 

During O
peration 

Sm
all 

M
inor (neutral) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
Sm

all 
M

inor (neutral) 
Long Range View

s to the South-W
est 

24 
From

 Pow
is Castle, 

W
elshpool 

 
Visitors to Pow

is Castle (Very High) 
During Construction  

Sm
all (generally) 

M
edium

 (w
orst case 

scenario) 

M
ajor (neutral) (w

orst case 
scenario) 

During O
peration 

Sm
all 

M
oderate (neutral) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
Sm

all 
M

oderate (neutral) 

25 
From

 Y Golfa 
(W

elshpool Golf Club)
 

 
Footpath users (M

edium
) 

During Construction  
Sm

all (generally) 
M

edium
 (w

orst case 
scenario) 

M
oderate (neutral) (w

orst 
case scenario) 

During O
peration 

Very Sm
all  

M
inor (neutral) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
Very Sm

all  
M

inor (neutral) 

26 
From

 A483 at Rhiw
 

Bridge (Berriew
)  

Road users (Low
) 

During Construction 
N

o Im
pact 

N
one 

During O
peration 

N
egligible 

N
egligible (neutral) 

During Decom
m

issioning  
N

o Im
pact 

N
one 

27 
From

 public footpath 
betw

een Y Bryw
ydd and 

Castle Caereinion 
Footpath users (M

edium
) 

During Construction  
N

egligible 
N

egligible (adverse) 
During O

peration 
Very Sm

all 
M

inor (neutral) 
During Decom

m
issioning  

N
egligible 

N
egligible (adverse) 
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Table 9-12: Sum
m

ary of Visual Effects (cont) 
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AG

N
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DE O
F IM
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N
IFICAN

CE O
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9.5.34. Based on the significance of effect for each Viewpoint Location, a detailed environmental 
effects analysis is provided in Tables 9-14 to 9-17 along with landscape character, 
designations and cumulative effects. The evaluation criteria are presented in Table 9-13 
below.  
 

9.5.35. Mitigation measures as outlined in Section 9.4 of this Chapter form a key part of the 
Development and are taken into account as part of the LVIA. 
 

9.5.36. The environmental effects for the Development consider the following factors: 
• Magnitude of Impact (Mg); 
• Geographic Extent of Impact (GE); 
• Frequency of Impact (F); 
• Duration of Impact (D); 
• Reversibility of Impact (R); and 
• Ecological, Cultural and Socio-economic Context of Impact (ESC). 

Table 9-13: Environmental Effects Assessment Evaluation Criteria 

Criteria Description 

Magnitude of Impact (Mg) • As set out in Table 9-11.  

Geographic Extent of Impact 
(GE) 

• Within the Development Site boundary. (Site) 
• Within the immediate vicinity (500m) of the stack. (Imm) 
• Within close range (from 500m to 3km) of the stack. (Clos) 
• Within medium range (from 3km to 6km) of the stack. 

(Med)  
• Within long range (beyond 6km) of the stack. (Long) 

Frequency of Impact (F) 

• Single event (Sin) 
• Potentially annual activity (Ann) 
• Monthly occurrence (Mon) 
• Continuous activity (Con) 
• Variable depending on weather conditions (Var) 
• Night time (Night) 

Duration of Impact (D) 
• 6-12 months (6-12) 
• 12-36 months (12-36) 
• Over 36 months (>36) 

Reversibility of Impact (R) 

• There is insufficient research/experience to indicate whether the 
environmental effect is reversible (Unknown) 

• Previous research/experience indicates the environmental 
effect is reversible (High) 

• Previous research/experience indicates the environmental 
effect may be reversible (Medium) 

• Previous research/ experience indicates that there is a small 
likelihood that the environmental effect is reversible (Low) 

• Previous research/ experience indicates that the environmental 
effect is irreversible (Nil) 

Ecological, Cultural and 
Socio-economic Context of 
Impact (ESC) 

• Relatively pristine area not adversely affected by human activity 
(Low) 

• Evidence of human activity (Med) 
• High level of human activity (High) 
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Table 9-14: Environmental Effects Analysis - Construction 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Change in landuse 
(e.g. ground 

modelling and 
earthworks, screen 

bunds) 

Direct change of 
Landscape Character 

Medium 
to Large Site Con 12-

36 High High 

Conclusion: The Development Site currently displays few of the 
distinctive attributes and qualities identified through LANDMAP for the 
MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory 
Aspect Area. Following Site analysis, B&A has assigned a Low-Medium 
sensitivity.  

Ground modelling and earthworks will be necessary to facilitate the 
Development. As part of mitigation measures, the partially completed 
screen bund along Sale Lane will be finished. Along with proposed screen 
bunds, this will be grass seeded and planted with native woodland trees. 
There will be a Medium to Large magnitude of impact and a Moderate 
(neutral) significance of effect. The effects are considered to be not 
significant and will be of a neutral nature.  
 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 

Change in landuse 
(e.g. ground 

modelling and 
earthworks, screen 

bunds) 

Indirect change of 
Landscape Character  Medium Med Con 12-

36 High Med 

Conclusion: Indirect effects on landscape character within the principal 
study area will be limited overall due to the current context of the 
Development Site, the nature of the Development and incorporated 
mitigation measures. Some effects in relation to the MNTGMVS370 
Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect Area 
(outwith the Development Site) and the adjacent MNTGMVS650 River 
Severn Flood Plain and may extend to a medium range and a Moderate 
(neutral) significance of effect. For other Aspect Areas (LANDMAP) and 
Landscape Types identified in The Shropshire Landscape Typology (2006) 
will then reduce to a more typical Negligible level at a medium and long 
range with potentially, No Impact in terms of the latter.  The effects are 
therefore considered not significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 
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Table 9-14: Environmental Effects Analysis –Construction (cont) 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Change in landuse 
(e.g. ground 

modelling and 
earthworks, screen 

bunds) 

Indirect Impact on 
landscape 
designations  

Small Med Con 12-
36 High Med 

Conclusion: The Development Site is not located in a statutory or non-
statutory landscape designation. Some limited indirect effects (adverse 
nature) may occur from a small number of cultural heritage assets within 
close range and medium range but will not be significant and are 
summarised below.  

• Maesfron (Grade II) Registered Park and Garden of Special Historic 
Interest in Wales (CADW): Small magnitude of impact and a Minor-
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect.  

• Trewern Hall (Grade II* Listed Building): A Very Small magnitude of 
impact and a Minor (adverse) significance of effect.  

• Powis Castle and Garden: Negligible magnitude of impact and 
resultant significance of effect (neutral). 

Overall, indirect effects on landscape designations within the principal 
study area will be restricted due to a combination of distance, localised 
topography and vegetation. The effects are therefore considered not 
significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 

Ground modelling 
and earthworks, 

screen bunds and 
crane movements 

etc. associated with 
construction 

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint 
Locations 1 and 2 

Large Imm Con 12-
36 High High 

Conclusion: A Large magnitude of impact and a Major (adverse) 
significance of effect for residents (both ground and potential first floor 
locations/gardens) (High sensitivity) at Viewpoint Location 1 From Heldre 
Lane immediately west of Whitehouse Farm. This is considered to be 
significant for residents but not for road users (Low sensitivity). Effects 
relate to the crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building 
construction, scaffolding and ground works) associated with the building 
of the ERF. Also of note is the formation and establishment of the 
screenbunds (i.e. grass seeded and planted with native broadleaved 
trees).  

A Large magnitude of impact and a Moderate (adverse) significance of 
effect was recorded at Viewpoint Location 2 From Heldre Lane for road 
users (Low sensitivity). Effects as described above apply. The effects are 
therefore considered to be significant 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 
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Table 9-14 : Environmental Effects Analysis – Construction (cont) 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Ground modelling 
and earthworks, 

screen bunds and 
crane movements 

etc. associated with 
construction  

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint Locations 
3, 4, 10 and 22 

Medium 
to Large Clo Con 12-

36 High High 

Conclusion:  A Medium to Large magnitude of impact and Moderate to 
Major (adverse) significance of effect applies at the following Viewpoint 
Locations at close range and are considered to be significant. 

• Viewpoint Location 4 From Heldre Lane at Upper Heldre for residents 
(ground floor locations/gardens) (High sensitivity); 

• Viewpoint Location 10 From Garreg Bank (lower) for residents (ground 
floor locations/gardens) (High sensitivity); and 

• Viewpoint Location 22 From A458 at Buttington Bridge for Offa’s Dyke 
Path National Trail users (High sensitivity). 

 
The following with a Medium to Large magnitude of impact will result in a 
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect are also considered to be 
significant: 
• Viewpoint Location 3 From public footpath immediately south of Nelly 

Andrews' Green for footpath users (Medium sensitivity);  
• Viewpoint Location 4  From Heldre Lane at Upper Heldre and Viewpoint 

Location 10 From Garreg Bank (lower) for road users (Low sensitivity); 
and 

• Viewpoint Location 22 From A458 at Buttington Bridge for workers at 
nearby employment areas and road users (Low sensitivity). 
 

In the above cases, effects relate to crane movements and other aspects 
(e.g. building construction and scaffolding) associated with the building of 
the ERF. In the case of Viewpoint Locations 10 and 22, this will be against 
the skyline. Other aspects of note include the screen bund along Sale Lane 
which will be completed, grass seeded and planted with native 
broadleaved trees (for Viewpoint Locations 3, 4 and 10). Vehicle 
movements and the temporary storage of materials in Laydown Area 4 will 
be relevant at Viewpoint Location 3. Whilst ground modelling in the central 
environs of the Development Site including the formation of the screen 
bund immediately south of the ERF building and restored northern quarry 
face will be in view at Viewpoint Location 4. The effects are therefore 
considered to be significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 

 
  



 
 
 

 

 
 
ECL Ref: ECL.001.01.02/ES 
DATE:  February 2021  Page 9-61 
ISSUE: 1 

Table 9-14 : Environmental Effects Analysis – Construction (cont) 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Ground modelling 
and earthworks, 

screen bunds and 
crane movements 

etc. associated with 
construction  

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint 
Location 24 

Medium Long Con 12-
36 High High 

Conclusion:  A Medium magnitude of impact and Major (neutral) 
significance of effect (worst case scenario) applies at Viewpoint Location 
24 From Powis Castle, Welshpool, for visitors to Powis Castle.  

Effects relate to potential views of crane movements and other aspects 
(e.g. building construction, scaffolding and ground works) associated 
with the building of the ERF together with ground modelling within the 
Development Site. Magnitude of impact may increase from a Small to 
Medium level due to crane movements etc.  

The effects are therefore considered to be significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 

Ground modelling 
and earthworks, 

screen bunds and 
crane movements 

etc. associated with 
construction 

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint 
Locations 8, 9 , 11 
and 13 

Medium Close Con 12-36 High High 

Conclusion: A Medium magnitude of impact and Moderate (adverse) 
significance of effect applies at the following Viewpoint Locations at 
close range. This will be significant for the identified receptors. They will 
not be significant for other receptors (i.e. road users): 

• Viewpoint Location 8 From A458 at Cefn for residents (upper floor 
windows); 

• Viewpoint Location 9 From A458 at Trewern for residents (upper floor 
windows); 

• Viewpoint Location 11 From Garreg Bank (upper), Trewern for 
residents (upper floor windows); 

• Viewpoint Location 13 From lane at Golfa Bank and adjacent to The 
Old Shop Cottage for residents (upper floor windows); 

 

In all of the above cases, Views will be possible of crane 
movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction and 
scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF.  The screen 
bund along Sale Lane will be completed, grass seeded and planted 
with native broadleaved trees. In terms of Viewpoint Location 9, 
ground modelling within the central environs of the Site relating 
to the restored northern quarry face will be in view. View of crane 
movements will increase magnitude of impact from a Small to 
Medium level. The effects are therefore considered to be 
significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 
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Table 9-14 : Environmental Effects Analysis – Construction (cont) 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Ground modelling 
and earthworks, 

screen bunds and 
crane movements 

etc. associated with 
construction 

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint 
Locations 7, 19 
and 20 

Medium Clo Con 12-
36 High High 

Conclusion: A Medium magnitude of impact and Moderate to Major 
(adverse) significance of effect applies at the following Viewpoint 
Locations at close range. This will be significant for the identified 
receptors. They will not be significant for receptors such as road users 
and footpath users: 

• Viewpoint Location 7 From Brunant, immediately south of Pob Ceiniog, 
for residents (ground floor locations/gardens); 

• Viewpoint Location 19 From public footpath near Coppice East Farm 
(near Pool Quay), for residents (ground floor locations/gardens) (worst 
case scenario); and  

• Viewpoint Location 20 From A483 at Pool Quay, for Offa’s Dyke Path 
National Trail users (worst case scenario). 

In all of the above cases, views will be possible of crane movements and 
other aspects (e.g. building construction and scaffolding) associated with 
the building of the ERF. At Viewpoint Locations 19 and 20 this increases 
magnitude of impact from a Small to Medium level. At Viewpoint 
Location 7, potential views are also available of ground modelling in the 
central environs of the Development Site and earthworks relating to the 
screen bunds which will be grass seeded and planted with native 
broadleaved trees.  
The effects are therefore considered to be significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 

Ground modelling 
and earthworks, 

screen bunds and 
crane movements 

etc. associated with 
construction 

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint 
Location 18 

Medium Med Con 12-
36 High High 

Conclusion: A Medium magnitude of impact and Moderate to Major 
(adverse) significance of effect applies at Viewpoint Location 18 From 
Rodney's Pillar, from the established viewing point at Rodney's Pillar 
(worst case scenario) which is at medium range.  

Effects relate to partial views of crane movements and other aspects 
(e.g. building construction, scaffolding and ground works) associated 
with the building of the ERF which may increase magnitude of impact 
from a Small to Medium level. Also of note are potential views of ground 
modelling (in the central environs of the Development Site) and 
earthworks associated with screen bunds which will be grass seeded and 
planted with native broadleaved trees. The temporary storage of 
materials in Laydown Area 4 may also be seen.  The effects are therefore 
considered to be significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 
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Table 9-14 : Environmental Effects Analysis – Landscape and Visual: Construction (cont) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Ground modelling 
and earthworks, 
screen bunds and 
crane movements 
etc. associated with 
construction 

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint 

Location 14 
Small Med Con 12-

36 High High 

Conclusion: At a medium range, there will be a Small magnitude of 
impact at Viewpoint Location 14 (from Bacheldre Lane) with a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) and a Minor (adverse) significance of effect for road 
users. Effects are considered to be significant for residents but not road 
users. 

Crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction and 
scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF will be seen. The 
screen bund along Sale Lane will be completed, grass seeded and 
planted with native broadleaved trees. 

The effects are therefore considered to be significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 

Construction of 
Access Road (Visual 

Effects) 

Visual effects Large Imm Con 12-
36 High High 

Conclusion: The activity of visual receptors is entirely related to road 
users (Low sensitivity) and the experience in visual terms is typical of a 
busy trunk road. Alterations to the road will be of a Large magnitude of 
impact and a Moderate significance of effect. Given the existing 
dominant road use and visual amenity experience, the nature of effect is 
predicted to remain as a neutral rather than an adverse level. During 
construction, the disruption is likely to be similar with no change to the 
predicted impact level. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 
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Table 9-15: Environmental Effects Analysis – Operation 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Change in 
landuse (e.g. 
presence of 

built form due 
to ERF) and 

screen bunds 

Direct effect on 
Landscape 
Character 

Medium Site Con >36 High High 

Conclusion: The LVIA considers the mitigation measures summarised in Section 
9.4 of this Chapter. The Development Site is located in the MNTGMVS370 
Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect Area according 
to LANDMAP. The Development will introduce new elements namely, the 
proposed ERF building and stack. Mitigation measures include the location of 
the aforementioned built form in the quarry void in the central environs of the 
Development Site (i.e. at a low level) and screen bunds. In addition, the choice 
of cladding colours is relevant. There will be a Medium magnitude of impact 
and a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. The effects are considered to 
be not significant and will be of a neutral nature.  

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified following 
the undertaking of the LVIA. 

Change in 
landuse (e.g. 
presence of 

built form due 
to ERF) and 

screen bunds  

Indirect effect on 
Landscape 
Character 

Medium Clo Con >36 High Med 

Conclusion: The LVIA considers the mitigation measures summarised in Section 
9.4 of this Chapter.  Indirect effects on landscape character will be restricted 
overall due to the current context of the Development Site, the nature of the 
Development and incorporated mitigation measures. Some limited effects will 
occur mainly at a close range of a neutral nature, for example, in relation to 
the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp and MNTGMVS650 
River Severn Flood Plain Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas. At a close range, 
there will be a Medium magnitude of impact and a Moderate (neutral) 
significance of effect. Effects will decline at a medium range in both cases. For 
the remaining Aspect Areas LANDMAP) and Landscape Types identified in The 
Shropshire Landscape Typology (2006) in the principal study area, there is a 
more typical Negligible level at a medium and long range with potentially No 
Impact in terms of the latter. The effects are therefore considered not 
significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified following 
the undertaking of the LVIA. 
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Table 9-15: Environmental Effects Analysis – Operation (cont) 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Change in 
landuse (e.g. 
presence of 

built form due 
to ERF) and 

screen bunds  

Indirect effect on 
landscape 
designations 

Small Med Con >36 High Med 

Conclusion: The LVIA considers the mitigation measures summarised in Section 
9.4 of this Chapter. The Development Site is not located in a statutory or non-
statutory landscape designation. Some limited effects (adverse nature) may 
occur from a small number of cultural heritage assets within close range and 
medium range but will not be significant and are summarised below.  

• Maesfron (Grade II) Registered Park and Garden of Special Historic Interest 
in Wales (CADW): Small magnitude of impact and a Minor-Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect.  

• Trewern Hall (Grade II* Listed Building): A Very Small magnitude of impact 
and a Minor (adverse) significance of effect.  

• Powis Castle and Garden: Negligible magnitude of impact and resultant 
significance of effect (neutral). 

Overall, indirect effects on landscape designations within the principal study 
area will be restricted due to a combination of distance, localised topography 
and vegetation. The effects are therefore considered not significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified following 
the undertaking of the LVIA. 

Change in 
landuse (e.g. 
presence of 

built form due 
to ERF) and 

screen bunds  

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint Location 
1  

Large Imm Con >36 High High 

Conclusion:  The LVIA considers the mitigation measures summarised in 
Section 9.4 of this Chapter. A Large magnitude of impact (worst case scenario) 
with a Major (adverse) significance of effect applies at Viewpoint Location 1 
From Heldre Lane immediately west of Whitehouse Farm which is in the 
immediate vicinity of the Development Site (within 500m). This is considered 
to be significant for residents (both ground and potential first floor 
locations/gardens) (High sensitivity). It does not apply to road users (Low 
sensitivity). Effects relate to a clear view of the upper elevation and roofline of 
the ERF building and the stack against the skyline. The former will reduce 
distant views of the lower slopes of Moel y Golfa. With regards to mitigation 
measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the 
proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. The effects are therefore 
considered to be significant.  

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified following 
the undertaking of the LVIA. 
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Table 9-15: Environmental Effects Analysis – Operation (cont) 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Change in 
landuse (e.g. 
presence of 

built form due 
to ERF) and 

screen bunds 

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint Location 
2 

Medium to 
Large Imm Con >36 High High 

Conclusion: The LVIA considers the mitigation measures summarised in Section 
9.4 of this Chapter. A Medium to Large magnitude of impact and Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect applies to Viewpoint Location 2 From Heldre 
Lane, for road users (Low sensitivity). Effects relate to a clear view of the upper 
elevation and graduated roofline of the ERF building against a backdrop of 
higher ground. Whilst the upper part of the stack is seen against the skyline. 
With regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the cladding will 
assist in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. 
The screen bunds will reduce more direct views of the lower elevations of the 
ERF building and stack along with vehicle movements. The effects are 
therefore considered to be significant.  

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified following 
the undertaking of the LVIA. 

Change in 
landuse (e.g. 
presence of 

built form due 
to ERF) and 

screen bunds  

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint Location 
10  

Medium to 
Large Clo Con >36 High High 

Conclusion:  The LVIA considers the mitigation measures summarised in 
Section 9.4 of this Chapter. A Medium to Large magnitude of impact applies at 
Viewpoint Location 10 From Garreg Bank (lower), Trewern. This is considered 
to be significant with a Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for 
residents (ground floor locations/gardens) (High sensitivity) and a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users.  

Effects relate to a clear view of the upper elevation of the ERF building and 
stack against the skyline seen at an acute angle. With regards to mitigation 
measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the 
proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. Direct views of the lower 
parts of the ERF building and stack will be limited by intervening vegetation. 
The effects are therefore considered to be significant.  

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified following 
the undertaking of the LVIA. 
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Table 9-15: Environmental Effects Analysis – Operation (cont) 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Change in 
landuse (e.g. 
presence of 

built form due 
to ERF) and 

screen bunds  

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint 
Locations 4 and 22 

Medium Clo Con >36 High High 

Conclusion:  The LVIA considers the mitigation measures summarised in 
Section 9.4 of this Chapter. A Medium magnitude of impact will lead to a 
Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect at close range for the 
following Viewpoint Locations. This is considered to be significant for the 
identified receptors. They will not be significant for other receptor groups (i.e. 
road users and workers at nearby employment areas and road users). 

Viewpoint Location 4 From Heldre Lane at Upper Heldre, Moderate to Major 
(adverse) significance of effect for residents (ground floor locations/gardens) 
(High sensitivity). Effects relate to a clear view of the upper elevation and 
graduated roofline of the ERF building and the stack against a backdrop of 
higher ground. 
 
Viewpoint Location 22 From A458 at Buttington Bridge, Moderate to Major 
(adverse) significance of effect for Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail users (High 
sensitivity). Effects relate to a clear view of the stack and the upper elevations 
of the ERF building seen at an acute angle and against the skyline.  
 
In both cases, with regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the 
cladding will assist in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural 
visual setting. At Viewpoint Location 4, the siting of the ERF building and stack 
in the quarry void in the central environs of the Development Site (i.e. at a low 
level) is of note. Whilst screen bunds will reduce more direct views of the 
lower elevations of built form. The effects are therefore considered to be 
significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified following 
the undertaking of the LVIA. 
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Table 9-15: Environmental Effects Analysis – Operation (cont) 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Change in 
landuse (e.g. 
presence of 

built form due 
to ERF) and 

screen bunds  

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint 
Locations 3, 8, 9, 
11, 12 and 13 

Medium Clo Con >36 High High 

Conclusion: The LVIA considers the mitigation measures summarised in Section 
9.4 of this Chapter. A Medium magnitude of impact will lead to a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect at close range for the following Viewpoint 
Locations. This is considered to be significant for the identified receptors. They 
will not be significant for other receptors such as road users. 

• Viewpoint Location 3 From public footpath immediately south of Nelly 
Andrews' Green for footpath users (Medium sensitivity); 

•  Viewpoint Location 8 From A458 at Cefn for residents (upper floor 
windows);  

• Viewpoint Location 9 From A458 at Trewern for residents (upper floor 
windows);  

• Viewpoint Location 11 From Garreg Bank (upper), Trewern for residents 
(upper floor windows);  

• Viewpoint Location 12 From Criggion Lane for residents (upper floor 
windows); and  

• Viewpoint Location 13 From lane at Golfa Bank and adjacent to The Old Shop 
Cottage, residents (upper floor windows). 

In all cases, there will be clear views of the upper elevation and roofline of the 
ERF building but this varies between a backdrop of higher ground (Viewpoint 
Location 3), skyline (Viewpoint Location 8, 9, 12 and 13) and a combination of 
both (Viewpoint Location 11).  

When considering mitigation measures, the siting of the ERF building and stack 
(i.e. at a low level) along with screen bunds are of consequence. In terms of 
architectural design, the ERF building has a graduated appearance. In all cases, 
the natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the proposed built 
form into a mainly rural visual setting. Whilst views of the lower elevations of 
proposed built form are also restricted by intervening vegetation outwith the 
Development Site. The effects are therefore considered to be significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified following 
the undertaking of the LVIA. 
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Table 9-15: Environmental Effects Analysis – Operation (cont) 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Operation 
(Proposed 

Lighting 
Scheme)  

Increase in night 
time levels Medium Clo Night >36 High High 

Conclusion: The proposed lighting scheme is represented by the report and 
Drawings prepared by Illume Design (Dated 1 August 2019) which are provided 
in the ES. The following selected Viewpoint Locations were assessed for night 
time views. A detailed assessment is provided in the LVIA. 

• Viewpoint Location 4 From Heldre Lane at Upper Heldre: Small or Medium 
(maximum) magnitude of impact with a likely Moderate (neutral) significant 
of effect for residents (ground floor locations/gardens) and a Minor (neutral) 
significant of effect for road users; 

• Viewpoint Location 6 From footpath on Heldre Hill: A Very Small to Small 
(maximum) magnitude of impact may occur. The consequence is not likely to 
be more than a Minor (neutral) significant of effect. Please note, that it was 
assessed as a broad view of the Severn Valley rather than specifically for 
footpath users; 

• Viewpoint Location 7 From Brunant, immediately south of Pob Ceiniog: Small 
magnitude of impact with a Moderate (neutral) significant of effect for 
residents (ground floor locations/gardens). This is likely to apply to residents 
rather than footpath users on the track; 

• Viewpoint Location 11 From Garreg Bank (upper), Trewern: Very Small 
magnitude of impact and a Minor (neutral) significant of effect for residents 
(upper floor windows) (Medium) and a Negligible (neutral) significant of 
effect for road users; 

• Viewpoint Location 21 From A483 near Pool Quay at Strata Marcella Abbey: 
Very Small or Small (maximum) magnitude of impact, which is assessed as 
being a Minor (neutral) significant of effect for road users. The assessment 
applies primarily to road users rather than Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail 
users in this instance; and 

• Viewpoint Location 22 From A458 at Buttington Bridge: Very Small 
magnitude of impact and a Negligible (neutral) significant of effect for 
workers at nearby employment areas and road users. 

In conclusion, whilst some localised Moderate (neutral) significant of effect 
might be experienced, the overall effects are more likely to have a Minor 
(neutral) or Negligible (neutral) significant of effect for identified receptors. In 
terms of significance of effect, given the base line of a night sky that has 
existing light sources and is not wholly dark, in that sense, the proposed 
lighting scheme is not predicted to have a significant (adverse) effect. The 
effects are therefore considered not significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified following 
the undertaking of the LVIA. 
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Table 9-16: Environmental Effects Analysis – Decommissioning 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Removal of built 
form and ground 

restoration 

Direct change of 
Landscape Character 

Medium 
to Large  Site Con 12-

36 High High 

Conclusion: The Development Site currently displays few of the 
distinctive attributes and qualities identified through LANDMAP for the 
MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory 
Aspect Area. Following Site analysis, B&A has assigned a Low-Medium 
sensitivity.  

The proposals have the potential to provide neutral or potentially, 
beneficial effects. As new native woodland planting matures, it will 
provide long term enhancement and mitigation for future employment 
uses at the Site. Whilst the Landscape Masterplan also incorporates 
areas of open mosaic habitat and species-rich neutral grassland. SuDS 
measures include a surface water attenuation pond together with 
amphibian wetland and peripheral habitat creation. 

There will be a Medium to Large magnitude of impact and a Moderate 
(neutral) significance of effect. The effects are considered to be not 
significant and will be of a neutral nature. However, there is the 
potential for long term beneficial effects as set out above. This could 
lead to a Small magnitude of impact and a Minor (beneficial) significance 
of effect.  

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 

Removal of built 
form and ground 

restoration 

Indirect change of 
Landscape Character  Medium Med Con 12-

36 High Med 

Conclusion: Indirect effects on landscape character within the principal 
study area will be limited overall due to the current context of the 
Development Site, the nature of the Development and incorporated 
mitigation measures. Some effects in relation to the MNTGMVS370 
Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect Area 
(outwith the Development Site) and the adjacent MNTGMVS650 River 
Severn Flood Plain and may extend to a medium range and a Moderate 
(neutral) significance of effect.  

In terms of the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Visual 
and Sensory Aspect Area, there is the potential for some long term 
beneficial effects to occur due to proposed native woodland planting as 
it matures, notably within close range. This has the potential to result in 
a Minor (beneficial) significance of effect within this distance range. 

For other Aspect Areas (LANDMAP) and Landscape Types identified in 
The Shropshire Landscape Typology (2006) will then reduce to a more 
typical Negligible level at a medium and long range with potentially, No 
Impact in terms of the latter.  The effects are therefore considered not 
significant. 

The effects are therefore considered not significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 
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Table 9-16: Environmental Effects Analysis – Decommissioning (cont) 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Removal of built 
form and ground 

restoration 

Indirect Impact on 
landscape 
designations  

Small Med Con 12-
36 High Med 

Conclusion: The Development Site is not located in a statutory or non-
statutory landscape designation. Some limited indirect effects (adverse 
nature) may occur from a small number of cultural heritage assets within 
close range and medium range but will not be significant and are 
summarised below.  

• Maesfron (Grade II) Registered Park and Garden of Special Historic 
Interest in Wales (CADW): Small magnitude of impact and a Minor-
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect.  

• Trewern Hall (Grade II* Listed Building): A Very Small magnitude of 
impact and a Minor (adverse) significance of effect.  

• Powis Castle and Garden: Negligible magnitude of impact and resultant 
significance of effect (neutral). 

Overall, indirect effects on landscape designations within the principal 
study area will be restricted due to a combination of distance, localised 
topography and vegetation. The effects are therefore considered not 
significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 

Removal of built 
form and ground 

restoration 

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint Location 1  Med Imm Con 12-

36 High High 

Conclusion: A Medium magnitude of impact and a Moderate to Major 
(adverse) significance of effect for residents (both ground and potential 
first floor locations/gardens) (High sensitivity) at Viewpoint Location 1 
From Heldre Lane immediately west of Whitehouse Farm.  This is 
considered to be significant for residents but not for road users (Low 
sensitivity) at this Viewpoint Location.  

Effects relate to views of crane movements etc. seen at the skyline.  
Whilst there will be a lack of available views of Site activities relating to 
ground restoration. However, native woodland planting associated with 
the screen bunds will provide screening benefits as it matures and long 
term enhancement including with regards to the wider Site setting. 

The effects are therefore considered to be significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 
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Table 9-16: Environmental Effects Analysis –Decommissioning (cont) 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Removal of built 
form and ground 

restoration 

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint Locations 
4, 10 and 22 

Medium Clo Con 12-
36 High High 

Conclusion: The LVIA considers the mitigation measures summarised in 
Section 9.4 of this Chapter. A Medium magnitude of impact was 
determined for a number of Viewpoint Locations at close range.  

• Viewpoint Location 4 (From Heldre Lane at Upper Heldre). Receptors 
include residents (ground floor locations/gardens) (High sensitivity) 
and road users (Low sensitivity). There will be a Moderate to Major 
(adverse) significance of effect for residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) and a Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of 
effect for road users (Low sensitivity). Effects are considered to be 
significant for residents but not road users. 

• Viewpoint Location 10 (Garreg Bank (lower), Trewern). A Moderate to 
Major (adverse) significance of effect was determined for residents 
(ground floor locations/gardens) (High sensitivity) and a Minor-
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road users (Low 
sensitivity). Effects are considered to be significant for residents but 
not road users. 

• Viewpoint Location 22 (A458 at Buttington Bridge). A Moderate to 
Major (adverse) significance of effect for Trail users and a Minor-
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for workers at nearby 
employment areas and road users. Effects are considered to be 
significant for Trail users only. 

There will be views of crane movements relating to the removal of built 
form.  Views will be available of Site activities relating to ground 
restoration in some cases. Native woodland planting associated with the 
screen bunds will provide screening benefits as it matures and long term 
enhancement including with regards to the wider Site setting (Viewpoint 
Location 4 and 10). 

The effects are therefore considered to be significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 
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Table 9-16: Environmental Effects Analysis –Decommissioning (cont) 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Removal of built 
form and ground 

restoration 

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint Location 
3 

Medium Clo Con 12-
36 High High 

Conclusion: The LVIA considers the mitigation measures summarised in 
Section 9.4 of this Chapter. A Medium magnitude of impact was 
determined for Viewpoint Location 3 at close range.  

Viewpoint Location 3 (From public footpath immediately south of Nelly 
Andrews' Green) for footpath users (Medium sensitivity). There will be a 
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect.  

 
Views of crane movements relating to the removal of built form and Site 
activities relating to ground restoration from this elevated location. 
Native woodland planting associated with the screen bunds will provide 
screening benefits as it matures and long term enhancement including 
with regards to the wider Site setting 
The effects are therefore considered to be significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 

`Removal of built 
form and ground 

restoration 

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint 
Locations 7, 19 and 
20 

Small Clo Con 12-36 High High 

Conclusion: At a close range, there will be a Small magnitude of impact 
at the following: 

Viewpoint Location 7 (From Brunant, immediately south of Pob Ceiniog) 
with a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents (ground 
floor locations/gardens) and a Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of 
effect for footpath users.   

Viewpoint Location 19 (near Pool Quay) with a Moderate (adverse) 
significance of effect for residents (ground floor locations/gardens) (High 
sensitivity) and a Minor (adverse) significance of effect for road users 
(Low sensitivity). 

Viewpoint Location 20 (A483 at Pool Quay) for Offa’s Dyke Path National 
Trail users (High sensitivity) with a Moderate (adverse) significance of 
effect and road users  (Low sensitivity) with a Minor (adverse) 
significance of effect.   
In all cases, there will be views of crane movements relating to the 
removal of built form.  This will consist of intermittent views of crane 
movements seen against a landform backdrop.  Views of Site activities 
relating to ground restoration will either be limited or absent. 

Effects are considered to be significant for residents and trail users but 
not footpath users nor road users.  

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 
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Table 9-16: Environmental Effects Analysis – Decommissioning (cont) 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Removal of built 
form and ground 

restoration 

Visual effect from 
Viewpoint Location 
14 

Small Med Con 12-
36 High High 

Conclusion: At a medium range, there will be a Small magnitude of 
impact at Viewpoint Location 14 (from Bacheldre Lane) with a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) and a Minor (adverse) significance of effect for road 
users. Effects are considered to be significant for residents but not road 
users. 

There will be views of crane movements against a landform backdrop. 
Whilst there will be a lack of available views of Site activities relating to 
ground restoration. 

The effects are therefore considered to be significant. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified 
following the undertaking of the LVIA. 

 

Table 9-17: Environmental Effects Analysis –Cumulative 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Cumulative 
(Landscape 
Character) 

Increase in 
landscape effects  Neg Med Con >36 High High 

Conclusion: Cumulative landscape effects have been assessed in terms of large 
scale industrial buildings located on the main road network and on the edge of 
settlements, all of which are within medium range of the Development Site. No 
likely significant cumulative effects have been identified resulting from the 
Development. 

The effects are therefore considered not significant as there is no cumulative 
impact. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified following 
the undertaking of the LVIA. 

Cumulative 
(Visual) 

Increase in visual 
effects  Neg Med Con >36 High High 

Conclusion: Cumulative visual effects have been assessed in terms of large 
scale industrial buildings located on the main road network and on the edge of 
settlements, all of which are within medium range of the Development Site. No 
likely significant cumulative effects have been identified resulting from the 
Development. The effects are therefore considered not significant as there is 
no cumulative impact. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified following 
the undertaking of the LVIA. 

  



 
 
 

 

 
 
ECL Ref: ECL.001.01.02/ES 
DATE:  February 2021  Page 9-75 
ISSUE: 1 

Table9-17: Environmental Effects Analysis –Cumulative (cont) 

Activity Potential Effect 
Evaluation Criteria 

Mg GE F D R ESC 

Cumulative 
(lighting) 

Increase in visual 
effects Neg Clo Night >36 High High 

Conclusion: No adverse cumulative lighting effects have been identified in 
relation to the proposed lighting scheme during operation of the 
Development. The effects are therefore considered not significant as there is 
no cumulative impact. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified following 
the undertaking of the LVIA. 

Cumulative 
(Development 

Site Access) 

Increase in visual 
effects Neg Imm Con Imm High High 

Conclusion: No adverse cumulative effects have been identified in relation to 
the proposed site access during construction. The effects are therefore 
considered not significant as there is no cumulative impact. 

Mitigation: No additional mitigation measures have been identified following 
the undertaking of the LVIA. 
 

 
 
9.6. Residual Environmental Effects 
 
9.6.1. In this Chapter, residual effects in relation to landscape and visual matters are described in 

detail in Section 9.4. For visual effects, due to the number of Viewpoint Locations, a full list 
of results has been provided for each phase (see Table 9-12).  
 

9.6.2. Table 9-18 below summarises the residual adverse environmental effects. As noted 
previously, mitigation measures have been taken into account as part of the assessment. 
 

9.6.3. The nature (i.e. neutral, adverse or beneficial), type and duration of the effects are 
assessed using the following criteria. Where significance falls between two categories, 
professional judgement and assumptions are applied: 
• Major (significant) residual environmental effect –  Landscape character and quality 

is affected to a large degree, such that the development is a substantive element, 
creating a character associated with the development/The development results in 
changes that largely affect the view, or where the baseline visual context alters, such 
that the development is one of the principal visual elements unmistakably or easily 
seen; 

• Moderate (significant in some cases) residual environmental effect –  Larger scale 
changes affecting the landscape to a noticeable degree without a significant resultant 
change in the character/Where the development will be clearly visible and results in 
some changes to the view, but the main elements of the baseline visual context 
remain; 

• Minor (not significant) residual environmental effect –  Some effects on existing 
landscape for which the development can be readily accommodated without affecting 
the character/Where the development may have a slight affect upon the view but 
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where the change is not prominent; 
• Negligible (not significant) residual environmental effect –  Virtually no effect on 

existing landscape character and quality/The development results in a virtually 
imperceptible change in the view and has no affect upon the existing visual amenity. 
 

Table 9-18: Summary of Residual Adverse Environmental Effects 
Development 
Phase 

Residual Adverse Environmental 
Effect Significance Likely Effect on the 

Environment 

Construction 

Landscape 
character  

Direct 
(MNTGMVS370 
Crewgreen to 
Forden Hill and 
Scarp Visual and 
Sensory Aspect 
Area) 

N/A 

Effects will be of a 
neutral nature. There 
will be no residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects.  

Indirect 
(MNTGMVS370 
Crewgreen to 
Forden Hill and 
Scarp Visual and 
Sensory Aspect 
Area) 

N/A 

Effects will be of a 
neutral nature. There 
will be no residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects.  

Remaining Visual 
and Sensory 
Aspect Areas and  
Landscape Types 

N/A 

Effects will be of a 
neutral nature. There 
will be no residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects.  

Landscape 
designations  Indirect 

Minor-
Moderate 
(maximum) 
Not Significant 
and  
Negligible or 
lower 
(generally) 
Not Significant 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be Small 
(maximum) and will 
not result in any 
significant changes. 

Visual 

Viewpoint 
Locations 1 and 2 
(immediate 
vicinity) 

Major 
Significant (for 
residents at 
both 
Viewpoints) 
and Moderate  
Significant (for 
road users at 
Viewpoint 
Location 2) 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be Large 
and will result in 
significant changes. 
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Table9-18: Summary of Residual Adverse Environmental Effects (cont) 
Development 
Phase 

Residual Adverse Environmental 
Effect Significance Likely Effect on the 

Environment 

Construction Visual 

Viewpoint 
Locations 3, 4, 10 
and 22 (close 
range) 

Moderate to 
Major 
Significant 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be 
Medium to Large and 
will result in 
significant changes. 

Viewpoint 
Location 24 (long 
range) 

Major 
Significant 

Expected residual 
environmental 
effects will be 
Medium neutral 
rather than Medium 
adverse. However, 
they will result in 
significant changes. 

Viewpoint 
Locations 7, 19 
and 20 (close 
range) 

Moderate to 
Major 
Significant  

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be 
Medium and will 
result in significant 
changes. 

Viewpoint 
Locations 8, 9, 11 
and 13 (medium 
range) 

Moderate 
Significant 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be 
Medium and will 
result in significant 
changes. 

Viewpoint 
Location 18 
(medium range) 

Moderate to 
Major 
Significant 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be 
Medium and will 
result in significant 
changes. 

Viewpoint 
Location 14 
(medium range) 

Moderate 
Significant 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be Small 
and will result in 
significant changes. 

Construction of 
Access Road N/A 

Effects will be of a 
neutral nature. There 
will be no residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects.  
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Table 9-18: Summary of Residual Adverse Environmental Effects (cont) 
Development 
Phase 

Residual Adverse Environmental 
Effect Significance Likely Effect on the 

Environment 

Operation 

Landscape 

Direct 
(MNTGMVS370 
Crewgreen to 
Forden Hill and 
Scarp Visual and 
Sensory Aspect 
Area) 

N/A 

Effects will be of a 
neutral nature. There 
will be no residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects.  

Indirect 
(MNTGMVS370 
Crewgreen to 
Forden Hill and 
Scarp Visual and 
Sensory Aspect 
Area) 

N/A 

Effects will be of a 
neutral nature. There 
will be no residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects.  

Remaining Visual 
and Sensory 
Aspect Areas and  
Landscape Types 

N/A 

Effects will be of a 
neutral nature. There 
will be no residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects.  

Landscape 
designations Indirect 

Minor-
Moderate 
(maximum) 
Not Significant 
and  
Negligible or 
lower 
(generally) 
Not Significant 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be Small 
(maximum) and will 
not result in any 
significant changes. 

Visual 

Viewpoint 
Location 1 
(immediate 
vicinity) 

Major 
Significant 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be Large 
and will result in 
significant changes. 

Viewpoint 
Location 2 
(immediate 
vicinity) 

Moderate 
Significant 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be 
Medium to Large and 
will result in 
significant changes. 

Viewpoint 
Location 10 (close 
range) 

Moderate to 
Major 
Significant 
(residents) 
and Moderate 
(road users) 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be 
Medium to Large and 
will result in 
significant changes. 
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Table 9-18: Summary of Residual Adverse Environmental Effects (cont) 
Development 
Phase 

Residual Adverse Environmental 
Effect Significance Likely Effect on the 

Environment 

Operation Visual 

Viewpoint 
Locations 4 and 
22 (close range) 

Moderate to 
Major 
Significant 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be 
Medium and will 
result in significant 
changes. 

Viewpoint 
Locations 3, 8, 9, 
11, 12 and 13 
(close range) 

Moderate 
Significant 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be 
Medium and will 
result in significant 
changes. 

Proposed lighting 
scheme N/A 

Effects will be of a 
neutral nature. There 
will be no residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects. 

Decommissioning 

Landscape 
character 

Direct 
(MNTGMVS370 
Crewgreen to 
Forden Hill and 
Scarp Visual and 
Sensory Aspect 
Area) 

N/A 

Effects will be of a 
neutral nature. There 
will be no residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects.  

Indirect 
(MNTGMVS370 
Crewgreen to 
Forden Hill and 
Scarp Visual and 
Sensory Aspect 
Area) 

N/A 

Effects will be of a 
neutral nature. There 
will be no residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects.  

Remaining Visual 
and Sensory 
Aspect Areas and  
Landscape Types 

N/A 

Effects will be of a 
neutral nature. There 
will be no residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects.  

Landscape 
designations  Indirect 

Minor-
Moderate 
(maximum) 
Not Significant 
and  
Negligible or 
lower 
(generally) 
Not Significant 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be Small 
(maximum) and will 
not result in any 
significant changes. 
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Table 9-18: Summary of Residual Adverse Environmental Effects (cont) 
Development 
Phase 

Residual Adverse Environmental 
Effect Significance Likely Effect on the 

Environment 

Decommissioning Visual 

Viewpoint 
Location 1 
(immediate 
vicinity) 

Moderate to 
Major 
Significant 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be 
Medium and will 
result in significant 
changes. 

Viewpoint 
Locations 4, 10 
and 22 (close 
range) 

Moderate to 
Major 
Significant 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be 
Medium and will 
result in significant 
changes. 

Viewpoint 
Location 3 (close 
range) 

Moderate 
Significant 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be 
Medium and will 
result in significant 
changes. 

Viewpoint 
Locations 7, 19 
and 20 (close 
range) 

Moderate 
Significant 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be Small 
and will result in 
significant changes. 

Viewpoint 
Location 14 
(medium range) 

Moderate 
Significant 

Expected residual 
adverse 
environmental 
effects will be Small 
and will result in 
significant changes. 

 
 

9.6.4. Landscape and visual capacity concern whether the change resulting from a development 
can be accommodated by a particular landscape or visual resource without undue adverse 
effects.  
 

9.6.5. With regards to landscape capacity, the majority of the Development Site is an altered 
landscape due to quarrying activities and it demonstrates few of the distinctive attributes 
of the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect Area. 
 

9.6.6. A Medium capacity for change has been assigned by B&A in this instance. The broad band 
of mature woodland on the southern Development Site boundary will be retained. During 
operation, it will introduce new elements namely, the ERF building and stack which will 
feature appropriate colour cladding for the landscape setting. The identified effects are not 
overbearing upon the current features of landscape value. They will also be of a neutral 
significance during all phases. There is sufficient capacity to enable the Development 
without significant or overriding adverse effects to both the character and value of the 
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adjoining landscape.  
 

9.6.7. With regards to visual capacity, the majority of the Development Site including the existing 
quarry void has been allocated for employment uses in the Powys Local Development Plan 
2011 – 2026. 
 

9.6.8. A Medium capacity for change has been assigned by B&A in this instance for the visual 
amenity at all distance ranges.  
 

9.6.9. In total, 35 Viewpoint Locations have been assessed in detail in the LVIA. During 
construction and decommissioning it is acknowledged that some significant visual effects 
will occur (often for a short duration related to crane movements) for specific receptors.  
 

9.6.10. For construction, this mainly applies for specific receptor groups at a number of Viewpoint 
Locations within the immediate vicinity and at close range. There are a limited number at 
medium range and long range. A significant visual effect was recorded at Viewpoint 1 and 
2 (immediate vicinity), Viewpoint Locations 3, 4, 7, 10, 19, 20 and 22 (close range), 
Viewpoint Location 8, 9, 11, 13, 14 and 18 (medium range) and Viewpoint Location 24 (long 
range). 
 

9.6.11. In terms of decommissioning, a significant visual effect was noted at Viewpoint 1 
(immediate vicinity), Viewpoint Locations 3, 4, 7, 10, 19, 20 and 22 (close range) and 
Viewpoint Location 14 (medium range). No significant effects occurred at a long range. 
 

9.6.12. Mitigation measures form an integral part of the Development during operation. In 
summary, this includes the siting of the ERF building and stack, architectural design 
including cladding colour and the landscape proposals illustrated by the Landscape 
Masterplan namely, the screen bunds. It is accepted that significant visual effects will occur 
in relation to specific Viewpoint Locations and receptor groups within the immediate 
vicinity (Viewpoint Locations 1 and 2) and at close range (Viewpoint Locations 3, 8, 9, 4, 10, 
11, 12, 13 and 22). No significant effects occurred at a medium or long range. There is 
sufficient capacity to enable the Development without overriding adverse effects on visual 
amenity. 

 
 
9.7. Summary 
 
9.7.1. This Chapter relates to landscape and visual matters and presents the findings of the LVIA 

in relation to the Development (Technical Appendix 9-1). 
 

9.7.2. The LVIA has been carried out in line with current guidance and best practice specified for 
landscape professionals and advice set out in the adopted Landscape SPG (2019). 
Comments in the Scoping Direction relating to landscape and visual matters together with 
cultural heritage designations have been taken into account. Consideration has been given 
to comments received through the pre application process. 
 

9.7.3. Further to the LVIA, B&A has given advice regarding the design of the Development over a 
number of years and has designed the Landscape Masterplan which may be found in 
Chapter 4 of the ES. 
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9.7.4. Relevant national and local planning policies have been addressed and the Development 
will comply with policies. Of particular note are landscape and visual matters relating to 
the design of built form and incorporated mitigation measures. 
 

9.7.5. The baseline situation with regards to landscape setting, character and designations has 
been established through the LVIA. Direct and indirect effects have been explored in terms 
of landscape character. A neutral nature of effect was determined with regards to all 
phases of the Development. This also applies to indirect effects on the assessed landscape 
designations. No significant effects were identified.  
 

9.7.6. With regards to visual receptors, a significant effect was recorded in a small number of 
cases. This mainly occurred in the construction phase as opposed to operation and 
decommissioning. With regards to the latter, overall magnitude of impact was also lower 
and effects generally of a neutral rather than adverse nature of effect. An important 
consideration during the operation phase is the location of the Development Site in a wider 
context as it occupies part of a transitional landscape with the Severn Valley to the west 
and the higher uplands of Breidden Hill and Long Mountain to the east. Consequently, it is 
often viewed against a backdrop of land rather than skyline. 
 

9.7.7. The LVIA concluded that there would be sufficient landscape and visual capacity to enable 
the Development without overriding adverse effects on either landscape character or 
visual amenity. 
 

9.7.8. The LVIA considered winter views from specific Viewpoint Locations. In all cases, it was 
found that the results would concur with that of summer views in the visual impact 
assessment. In addition, the cladding colour scheme with its muted tones and different 
green hues, complements the rural landscape setting. Of note in the operation phase, is 
that the LVIA considers a worst case scenario overall (i.e. screen and not the additional 
screening properties of new native woodland planting). Woodland will gradually offer an 
enhanced visual experience as it matures and this is recognised in the decommissioning 
phase for views, notably within close range. 
 

9.7.9. The average calculated visible plume does not represent a significant visual detractor. It is 
acknowledged that when visible, it has the potential to heighten the visibility of the stack 
and therefore, the Development in a wider landscape context. 
 

9.7.10. No adverse cumulative landscape or visual effects have been identified due to the 
Development. 
 

9.7.11. The Development will result in notable changes both regarding the Site and in a wider 
context.  
 

9.7.12. Mitigation measures form an integral part of the Development. With regards to the 
architectural design, further to the location of built form within the quarry void, the 
graduated roofline of the main ERF building and the choice of cladding colours are intended 
to be sympathetic to the landscape setting. Also of importance is the size of the Site 
compared to that allocated for proposed built form which allows extensive landscape 
proposals to be incorporated into the design including screen bunds, SuDS measures, areas 
of open mosaic habitat and species-rich neutral grassland and proposed native woodland 
planting. The latter will remain in perpetuity and offers long term enhancement and 
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mitigation for future employment uses at the Site. Such measures will have the potential 
to provide neutral or beneficial effects in time both in respect of the Site and its wider 
environs. 
 

9.7.13. Of the adverse impacts or effects that have been identified in the Assessment, none are so 
overriding that it would have a wholly dominant or intrusive visual effect nor will it remove 
distinctive attributes of landscape character identified through LANDMAP. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. APPOINTMENT AND SCOPE OF WORK 

1.1.1. Bright & Associates (B&A) has been appointed by ECL (the Agent) on behalf 
of Broad Energy (Wales) Limited (the Applicant), to undertake a Landscape 
and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) as part of an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA). This relates to a planning application for the proposed 
Buttington Quarry Energy Recovery Facility, Welshpool, Powys (the 
Development). 

1.1.2. The Planning Application boundary (the Site) is illustrated by Figure L1: Site 
Location and Landscape Character Classification (National Level) and 
subsequent Figures where appropriate. 

1.1.3. The Development is summarised later in this Section and sets out the basis 
against which the Assessment has been carried out which is described in 
detail in Chapter 4 of the Environmental Statement (ES). The Energy 
Recovery Facility (ERF) will generate c.13MW of low carbon and renewable 
energy through the thermal treatment of up to 150,000 tonnes per annum 
of residual commercial and industrial waste. 

1.1.4. Prior to undertaking the LVIA, B&A has provided ongoing advice over a 
number of years. This has involved Site location evaluation and broad 
landscape appraisal concerning building design, mitigation components and 
related processes as part of the overall ERF design.  

1.1.5. The purpose and approach of the LVIA is to establish the main impacts of 
the Development upon landscape character, landscape designations and 
identified visual receptors against a defined baseline situation. It then 
determines the consequences and what the nature of these effects are likely 
to be. It assesses effects beyond or different to the baseline situation set 
out in Section 3 of this report. The LVIA considers landscape and visual 
effects resulting from the Development during the construction, operational 
and decommissioning phases. It assesses cumulative effects and evaluates 
winter views from specific Viewpoint Locations, plume visibility and night 
time effects due to the proposed lighting scheme. 

1.1.6. This report explains the Methodology adopted, describes the baseline and 
provides the results of the Assessment. The Key Environmental Aspects 
(KEA) are summarised in Chapter 9 of the ES. 

1.1.7. The LVIA is compliant with Schedule 4 of The Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2017.1 

  

 
1 The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2017, Schedule 4 
Regulation 17(3) Information for Inclusion in Environmental Statements, came into force 16 May 2017 
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1.1.8. The contents of the LVIA have been guided by observations received during 
the planning process to date, as summarised below:  

� Scoping Direction: As issued by The Planning Inspectorate in 
October 2018, referred to matters which should be considered in 
an LVIA (paragraph 7.4).2 Comments are addressed in 
Appendix 15; 

� Design Commission for Wales (DCW): In July 2020, 
preliminary discussions were held with the DCW. Comments 
regarding the design concept and building appearance were 
received. The presentation to the DCW included Plans showing 
the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) demonstrating the area 
of potential visibility based on the upper elevations of the energy 
recovery hall and the stack together with the proposed 
Viewpoint Locations to be assessed. The Plans were submitted 
to the DCW in the same month; and 

� Pre-Application Consultation Process: Held by the Applicant 
in late summer/early autumn 2020. Table 1 identifies where 
issues have been addressed in this report. 

Table 1: Pre-Application Consultation Summary (Landscape and 
Visual Matters) 

CONSULTEE REQUIRED INFORMATION WHERE ADDRESSED IN THE LVIA 

Powys 
County 
Council 

Is the plume reflective of the 
analysis undertaken and that of 
worst case? 

• Each photomontage illustration presented in this 
Assessment uses the average calculated visible 
plume as set out in the LVIA Methodology (see 
Appendix 1). The plume is taken into account as 
part of the assessment of the overall visibility of 
the stack. 

• An example photomontage view of the 
maximum calculated visible plume length is 
provided from Viewpoint Location 11: From 
Garreg Bank (upper), Trewern (see Appendix 
14).  

• Section 6 (Assessment of Visual Effects) of the 
LVIA considers the plume visibility. 

Wireframes for a selected 
number of the photomontage 
viewpoints, with the wireframes 
superimposed over the 
photographs. 

• Discussions have been held with the Powys 
County Council landscape consultant.  

• Details of the technical process involved for the 
preparation of the wireframes is provided in the 
LVIA Methodology (see Appendix 1). 

• Appendix 13 presents the wireframes (Sheets 1 
to 12).  

Longer cross sections to be 
prepared through the quarry 
base/the plant and the quarry 
surrounds out to the various local 
roads. 

• Discussions have been held with the Powys 
County Council landscape consultant. 

• Appendix 3 includes Illustrative Cross Sections 
(1 to 6). 

• Reference is made to Appendix 3 throughout 
the LVIA.  

 

  

 
2 DNS: EIA Scoping Direction 3201953: Buttington Quarry, Proposed Energy Recovery Facility, The Planning 
Inspectorate on behalf of the Welsh Government, 3 October 2018 
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1.2. THE DEVELOPMENT 

1.2.1. Matters relating to the Development are summarised here for the purpose 
of the LVIA.  

1.2.2. Input by consultants including B&A into the architectural design process has 
resulted in a final scheme which mitigates potential landscape effects 
through the adoption of a simplified building form and incorporates key 
mitigation measures. This includes the selected cladding colours which are 
sympathetic to the existing landscape setting and represent a positive 
design solution. 

1.2.3. The Site is c.18ha in size with the proposed built form associated with ERF 
covering c.8ha, set on a north-east to south-west configuration and situated 
in the quarry void in the central environs of the Site.  

1.2.4. The layout of the ERF and mitigation measures summarised below and 
described in detail in Section 4 are illustrated by Drawing BT1180-D2: 
Landscape Masterplan (Appendix 2). Hereafter, referred to as the 
Landscape Masterplan. The mitigation measures form an integral part of the 
Development, notwithstanding the location of the ERF within the quarry void 
as demonstrated by the Illustrative Cross Sections (Drawing No. BT1180-
D11) (Appendix 3). Proposed planting will strengthen the existing 
framework of woodland both within and adjacent to the Site in the long term. 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) include a surface water attenuation 
pond together with amphibian wetland and peripheral habitat creation. 
Indicative areas are shown on the Landscape Masterplan. 

1.2.5. It should be noted that the Buttington Brickworks geological Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) is located outwith the Planning Application 
boundary and will not be affected by the Development. The buildings and 
yard area located south of the Site which previously formed part of quarry 
working will be used for the logistics industry in future.  

1.2.6. The key matters considered in the LVIA during the construction, operation 
and decommissioning phases are outlined below. 

During Construction  
1.2.7. It is estimated that the construction period for the ERF will last for c.3 years 

and the main impacts will result from: 

� Ground modelling including slope stabilisation within the Site 
to incorporate the ERF. To the immediate north of the ERF is an 
engineered retaining wall (using geotextile wrapping 
techniques), whilst a proposed remnant quarry face and bench 
is directly to the south; 

� Earthworks to complete the partially finished screen bund along 
Sale Lane, the proposed screen bunds along the northern and 
southern Site boundaries and also between Laydown Area 4 
and the ERF which will be formed as part of mitigation 
measures. The screen bunds are intended to limit more direct 
views of the wider Site area namely the ERF, stack and also 
Laydown Area 4 which is the largest of the Laydown Areas. The 
screen bunds will be grass seeded and planted with native 
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broadleaved woodland as shown on the Landscape Masterplan; 
and 

� Views of crane movements, building construction, 
scaffolding, temporary cladding, stored materials and the 
general appearance of the Site in transition during the 
building of the ERF. 

1.2.8. Consideration is given to the construction of the Site access road which 
has not been implemented as part of the existing quarry consent. This 
includes the formation of the Site access road by Heavy Goods Vehicles 
(HGVs). The Landscape Masterplan demonstrates the proposed internal 
access route to the ERF and an alternative option. Materials and plant used 
during the construction of the ERF will be temporarily stored in four Laydown 
Areas. Following which, it is proposed that Laydown Areas 3 and 4 will be 
used for future employment based uses.  

During Operation 
1.2.9. It is expected that the Development will have an operational life of at least 

30 years and the main impacts will result from the following. It should be 
noted that this LVIA does not allow for the additional screening benefits 
offered by the proposed native woodland planting illustrated by the 
Landscape Masterplan: 

� Visibility of the ERF building notably in relation to the energy 
recovery hall (46m high), waste reception hall (23m high) and 
stack (70m high). As part of mitigation measures, the choice of 
cladding colours is intended to be sympathetic to the landscape 
setting and uses prevailing natural shades of green and light 
brown hues; 

� Presence of the screen bunds following grass seeding and 
planting as it matures. The bunds themselves offer effective 
screening features at close range and proposed native 
woodland planting will help to integrate the bunds at a close and 
medium range; and 

� Night time effects resulting from the proposed lighting scheme. 

During Decommissioning  
1.2.10. The construction and decommissioning phases of the Development will 

involve similar effects for example, crane movements due to the erection 
and removal of buildings. Some ground restoration will be necessary. 
However, overall, decommissioning is likely to have less impact than the 
construction phase given that extensive earthworks and ground modelling 
will not be required. Such factors are considered along with the proposed 
native woodland planting shown on the Landscape Masterplan which will 
remain in perpetuity and offers long term enhancement and mitigation for 
future employment uses at the Site.  

1.3. REPORT STRUCTURE 

1.3.1. This report consists of the following Sections. 

1.3.2. Section 1 (Introduction) provides background information with an outline 
of the Development for the purpose of the LVIA. 
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1.3.3. Section 2 (Methodology) summarises the approach adopted for the LVIA 
and follows current guidance, including the Guidelines for Landscape and 
Visual Impact Assessment (Third Edition) (2013). It is compliant with 
Schedule 4 of The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2017. The LVIA methodology is provided 
in full in Appendix 1.  

1.3.4. Section 3 (The Baseline Situation) presents a description of the current 
landscape setting including features that affect the visibility of the Site and 
its context within the surrounding landscape. It examines current Landscape 
Character Assessments at a national and local level, notably LANDMAP 
(Landscape Assessment and Decision Making Process) and other 
resources published by Natural Resources Wales (NRW). Landscape and 
cultural heritage designations which contribute to a sense of place and/or 
signify an amenity value for receptors have been reviewed within the 
principal study area. Consideration has been given to comments made in 
the Scoping Direction. 

1.3.5. Section 4 (Mitigation Measures) presents the mitigation measures 
included in the Development and primarily concerns the landscape 
proposals illustrated by the Landscape Masterplan (Appendix 2) and 
Illustrative Cross Sections (1 to 6) (Appendix 3). Reference is made to 
relevant aspects of the architectural design. 

1.3.6. Section 5 (Effects on Landscape Character and Designations) 
considers the potential effects on landscape character and landscape 
designations associated with the Site and/or principal study area. 

1.3.7. Section 6 (Assessment of Visual Effects) deliberates the extent of 
visibility of the Development alongside evaluating the wider effects upon 
visual amenity, the fabric of the Site and adjacent land. It scrutinises 
potential visual effects for a range of receptors including residents, road 
users, visitors to Powis Castle and footpath users including on the Offa’s 
Dyke National Trail. In total, 35 Viewpoint Locations are presented as part 
of the LVIA. Consideration is given to winter views from specific Viewpoint 
Locations, cumulative effects, plume visibility and the proposed lighting 
scheme separate to the visual impact assessment. 

1.3.8. Section 7 (Planning Assessment) summarises current planning policy 
with regards to landscape and visual matters and its application to the 
Development. 

1.3.9. Section 8 (Summary and Conclusions) provides an overview of the 
results from the LVIA. 

1.3.10. Footnotes are included in the report and give reference sources. A full list is 
provided in Appendix 15. 

1.3.11. A series of Figures accompany the report:  

� Figure L1: Site Location and Landscape Character Classification 
(National Level); 

� Figure L2: Landscape Designations; 
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� Figure L3: LANDMAP Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas (within 
10km); and 

� Figure L4 (Sheet 1): Topographic Analysis (Northern area) and 
Figure L4 (Sheet 2): Topographic Analysis (Southern area). 

1.3.12. Figure L5: Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) Northern Area and Figure L6: 
Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) Southern Area demonstrate the area of 
potential visibility of the stack (purple shading) and the upper roof section of 
the ERF combined with the stack (blue shading). 

1.3.13. Figure L7: Photograph Location Plan (Northern area) and Figure L8: 
Photograph Location Plan (Southern area) identify the 35 Viewpoint 
Locations used to assess visual effects. For each Viewpoint Location, a 
panoramic and single frame photograph enlargement are included. A 
photomontage has been prepared for all Viewpoint Locations (Figures L9 to 
L109) apart from for Viewpoint Locations 34 and 35 which assess the 
access road. This is in adherence with Technical Guidance Note 06/19 
issued by the Landscape Institute in September 2019 as outlined in 
Appendix 1.3  

1.3.14. Appendices referred to in this report include: 

� Appendix 1: LVIA Methodology; 
� Appendix 2: Drawing BT1180-D2: Landscape Masterplan; 
� Appendix 3: Illustrative Cross Sections (1 to 6); 
� Appendix 4: Shropshire Hills (outliers) NLCA No.18 (2014) 

(Extract); 
� Appendix 5: National Landscape Character (Wales and 

England) (Table 5A prepared by B&A);  
� Appendix 6: LANDMAP Mid-Wales Area Statement (2018) 

(Extract); 
� Appendix 7: LANDMAP Site Related Aspect Areas (Extract); 
� Appendix 8: LANDMAP Aspect Areas within the Principal Study 

Area – Summary Details (Tables 8A to 8E prepared by B&A);  
� Appendix 9: Powys Landscape Character Assessment Study 

(2008) (Extract);  
� Appendix 10: The Shropshire Landscape Typology (2006) 

(Extract);  
� Appendix 11: Example existing view and equivalent night sky 

view (Sheets 1 to 6);  
� Appendix 12: Example photomontage winter views (Sheets 1 to 

16); 
� Appendix 13: Example wireframe views to demonstrate 

methodology (Sheets 1 to 12);  
� Appendix 14: Illustrated maximum calculated plume length from 

Viewpoint 11; and 

 
3 Visual Representation of Development Proposals, Technical Guidance Note 06/19, Landscape Institute, September 
2019 
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� Appendix 15: Glossary, abbreviations, references, Scoping 
Matters and EIA Regulations (Schedule 4: Information for 
Inclusion in Environmental Statements) (Tables 15A to 15E). 

1.4. DEFINITIONS USED IN THE LVIA 

1.4.1. The following definitions are used in the LVIA and a full list is provided in 
Appendix 15. 

1.4.2. The Scoping Direction refers to the document entitled DNS: EIA Scoping 
Direction 3201953: Buttington Quarry, Proposed Energy Recovery Facility 
issued by The Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the Welsh Government, 
dated 3 October 2018. 

1.4.3. The Development relates to the proposed Buttington Quarry Energy 
Recovery Facility, Welshpool, Powys which will generate approximately 
13MW of electricity through the treatment of 150,000 tonnes per annum of 
residential, commercial and industrial wastes. Namely, all activities within 
the red line planning boundary (see Drawing ECL-BQ-000 in Technical 
Appendix TA1-1). 

1.4.4. The ERF concerns the proposed Energy Recovery Facility at Buttington 
Quarry. 

1.4.5. The ERF building applies to the proposed built form, of note is the energy 
recovery hall (46m high) and waste reception hall (23m high) which 
represent the highest buildings. The stack is 70m high.  

1.4.6. The Site refers to the Planning Application boundary (red line) shown on 
Figure L1: Site Location and Landscape Character Classification (National 
Level) and subsequent Figures where appropriate. 

1.4.7. The principal study area is defined by the ZTV. For robustness, 
consideration has been given to areas in close proximity which may have 
relevance to the LVIA. 

1.4.8. The Landscape Masterplan concerns Drawing BT1180-D2: Landscape 
Masterplan which is included in Appendix 2. 

1.4.9. The proposed lighting scheme refers to the contents of the report and 
Drawings prepared by Illume Design (Dated 1 August 2019) namely, 
Drawing No. 4052-ID-DR-1001 (Rev D01) External Lighting Strategy Sheet 
1 of 2 and Drawing No. 4052-ID-DR-1002 (Rev D01) External Lighting 
Strategy Sheet 2 of 2 which are provided in the ES. The night time 
photographs taken by B&A as part of the Assessment are included in 
Appendix 11 (Sheets 1 to 6). 

1.4.10. The GLVIA Third Edition refers to the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment (Third Edition), Landscape Institute and Institute of 
Environmental Management and Assessment (2013). 
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2. METHODOLOGY 

2.1. INTRODUCTION 
2.1.1. The Methodology employed in this LVIA is specific in that it relates to the 

proposed Buttington Quarry Energy Recovery Facility, Welshpool, Powys 
(the Development). 

2.1.2. This Section summarises the Methodology adopted to undertake the LVIA 
which is provided in full in Appendix 1.   

2.1.3. Guidance and methodology for the undertaking of the LVIA has been 
sourced from (in date order): 

� Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (Third 
Edition), Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental 
Management and Assessment (2013)4;  

� An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment, Natural 
England (2014)5;  

� Visual Representation of Wind Farms, Guidance, Version 2.2, 
Scottish Natural Heritage (2017)6;  

� An Approach to Landscape Sensitivity Assessment – to Inform 
Spatial Planning and Land Management, Natural England 
(2019)7; and 

� Visual Representation of Development Proposals, Technical 
Guidance Note 06/19, Landscape Institute (2019). 

2.1.4. Further to the above, consideration has been given to comments in the 
Scoping Direction together with those received from DCW and during the 
Pre-Application Consultation Process. Direction has been taken from 
LANDMAP including methodologies and guidance notes8, the Adopted 
Powys Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026 (April 2018), particularly with 
reference to Policy DM4 Landscape9 and supporting Supplementary 
Planning Guidance. 

2.1.5. The Methodology is based on best practice guidance associated with 
undertaking LVIAs. Appendix 15 (Table 15A) includes a list of phrases 
commonly used in the LVIA process, although not all may appear in this 
report.  

  

 
4 Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (Third Edition), Landscape Institute and Institute of 
Environmental Management and Assessment, 2013 
5 An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment, Natural England, October 2014  
6 Visual Representation of Wind Farms, Guidance, Version 2.2, Scottish Natural Heritage, February 2017 
7 An Approach to Landscape Sensitivity Assessment – to Inform Spatial Planning and Land Management, Natural 
England, June 2019 
8 Natural Resources Wales, https://naturalresources.wales, sourced July 2020 
9 Powys Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026, 1/4/2011 to 31/3/2026, Written Statement, Powys County Council, 
Adopted April 2018 
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2.1.6. The purpose and approach of the LVIA is to establish the main impacts of 
the Development upon landscape character, landscape designations and 
identified visual receptors against a defined baseline situation. It then 
determines the consequences and what the nature of these effects are likely 
to be. It assesses effects beyond or different to the baseline situation 
(Section 3). 

2.1.7. The LVIA considers and describes the main landscape and visual effects 
which are likely to arise from the Development and generally assumes that 
an impact could lead to a beneficial, adverse or neutral effect. The 
definition of impact terminology has been developed to ensure that, 
wherever possible, an objective assessment has been made and that the 
terminology used is appropriate to the Development and the current 
baseline situation. 

2.1.8. In adherence with current industry guidance, the GLVIA Third Edition, a 
distinction is made between the ‘impact’ (the action being taken) and ‘effect’ 
(the change resulting from that action) that the Development might have 
upon the landscape and visual amenity. 

2.1.9. Current guidelines advise that the assessment of a particular development 
should take full account of the landscape (character) impacts as well as the 
potential visual impacts. Although they are separate, it is difficult to isolate 
each category and so both are considered as part of the assessment 
process.  

2.1.10. The assessment of landscape and visual impacts involves three steps: 

� Determining the sensitivity of the landscape or viewer group (i.e. 
the receptor) to the type of change envisaged; 

� Predicting the magnitude of change that would take place in the 
landscape or view; and  

� Evaluating the significance of that change, taking into account 
the sensitivity of the affected receptor and the magnitude of 
change. 

2.1.11. In this LVIA, the assessment considers landscape and visual effects 
resulting from the Development during the construction, operational and 
decommissioning phases. Cumulative effects, winter views from specific 
Viewpoint Locations and night time effects due to the proposed lighting 
scheme have been evaluated separately to the visual impact assessment. 
Magnitude of impact is dealt with on a landscape or visual basis and the 
overall consideration of the effects takes into account the period of time that 
the effect occurs. 

2.1.12. A narrative approach is used to describe and assess the likely changes. 
Reference should be made to the tables in Appendix 1.  Table 1G: Predicted 
Significance of Landscape/Visual Effects presents the matrix employed as 
a guide for consistency of analysis for landscape and visual effects. 
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2.2. PRINCIPAL STUDY AREA 

2.2.1. The principal study area is defined in this LVIA as the distance from the 
Development within which the landscape or visual effects might be deemed 
as being of potential significance and thus, relevant to the assessment 
process.  

2.2.2. A preliminary study area of up to 20km was initially adopted with primarily 
assessable effects detected up to c.15km and key effects expected to be 
within 10km, given the nature of the Development.  

2.2.3. Appendix 1 of the LVIA explains how the study area was determined. 

2.2.4. Unless otherwise stated, direction and distance quoted in the text and 
shown on the accompanying Figures are from the proposed stack. For this 
LVIA, the immediate vicinity of the Site is within 500m, close range is from 
500m to 3km and medium range from 3km to 6km. Long range is beyond 
6km. 

2.2.5. Site assessment and field work were conducted between 2016 and 2020 
during both summer and winter months. The photographs used for the LVIA 
were taken in September and October 2018 and in July 2020. They are a 
fair representation of the current landscape setting. With regards to the 
proposed lighting scheme, the night time photographs were taken in 
September 2020 (Appendix 11) and the example photomontage winter 
views in February 2019 (Appendix 12). 

2.2.6. The initial desk study was commenced in May 2018. It was reviewed in July 
2020 and January 2021. 

2.3. PLANNING POLICY 

2.3.1. Planning policy is evaluated in Section 7 of the LVIA regarding landscape 
and visual matters with respect to the Development. At a national level, this 
includes Planning Policy Wales (Edition 10) (2018)10 and Technical Advice 
Notes (TAN)11. At a county level, the Adopted Powys Local Development 
Plan 2011 – 2026 (April 2018) and Supplementary Planning Guidance 
(SPG) are relevant.  

2.4. LANDSCAPE DESIGNATIONS 

2.4.1. Figure L2 shows the landscape designations within the principal study area 
in so far as they are relevant to the purpose of the LVIA and these are 
expanded upon in Section 3. The hatched areas on Figure L2 denote the 
ZTV as an overlay for reference purposes. 

  

 
10 Planning Policy Wales (Edition 10), The Welsh Government, December 2018 
11 The Welsh Government, https://gov.wales/, sourced July 2020 
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2.4.2. Landscape and cultural heritage designations which contribute to a sense 
of place and/or signify an amenity value for receptors have been assessed. 
Consideration has been given to comments made in the Scoping Direction. 
Appendix 1 (Table 1A) lists each designation (e.g. Scheduled Monument) 
and how it has been assessed in the LVIA. Reference has been made to 
guidance published by The Welsh Government Historic Environment 
Service (CADW) regarding the assessment of effects on cultural heritage 
assets and their settings (e.g. Scheduled Monuments and Registered Parks 
and Gardens) in Section 5. 

2.5. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT 

2.5.1. The different levels of Landscape Character Assessment are addressed in 
Section 3.  

2.5.2. In summary, these include at a national level, National Landscape 
Character Areas (NLCAs) classified by Natural Resources Wales and 
National Character Areas (NCAs) categorised by Natural England 
(Appendix 5). Figure L1: Site Location and Landscape Character 
Classification (National Level) identifies the above and the Site is located 
on the western edge of the Shropshire Hills (outliers) NLCA No.18 
(Appendix 4).  

2.5.3. At a more detailed scale, information is provided by Natural Resources 
Wales through LANDMAP which classifies five Aspect layers: Geological 
Landscape, Visual and Sensory, Landscape Habitats, Historic Landscape 
and Cultural Landscape Services. The relevant Aspect layers at a Site level 
and the principal study area are addressed in the LVIA. Appendices 6 to 8 
provide further information and extracts are included from the relevant 
sources. Figure L3: LANDMAP Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas identifies 
the Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas within c.10km. The Site is located 
within the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Aspect Area. 
B&A has appraised the Site Aspect layers and the Visual and Sensory 
Aspect Areas in the principal study area in Section 5. 

2.5.4. The hatched areas on Figures L1 and L3 denote the ZTV as an overlay for 
reference purposes. 

2.5.5. Also of relevance is the Powys Landscape Character Assessment Study 
(2008)12 (Appendix 9) and The Shropshire Landscape Typology (2006) 
(Appendix 10).13  

  

 
12 Powys Landscape Character Assessment Study, John Campion Associates Ltd. (Commissioned by Powys County 
Council), 2008 
13 The Shropshire Landscape Typology, Shropshire Council, September 2006 
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2.6. ZONE OF THEORETICAL VISIBILITY  

2.6.1. Figures L5 and L6 demonstrate the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) 
which has been identified using computer based analysis established on the 
potential visibility of the stack (purple shading) and the upper roof section of 
the ERF combined with the stack (blue shading). This is based on a 70m 
high stack. Mitigation measures including the proposed native woodland 
planting illustrated by the Landscape Masterplan are not factored into the 
ZTV. 

2.6.2. The ZTV is founded on landform and key areas of existing woodland beyond 
the site boundary, digitised from Ordnance Survey (OS) data and may 
suggest a wider area than exists in reality. It is a broad assessment tool that 
then enables a more detailed level of evaluation. It is particularly relevant to 
visual impact assessment but also enables an evaluation of landscape 
character effects.   

2.6.3. Figure L7: Photograph Location Plan (Northern area) and Figure L8: 
Photograph Location Plan (Southern area) identify the 35 Viewpoint 
Locations. A detailed description of the ZTV and the selection of the 
Viewpoint Locations is given in Section 6.  

2.7. PRESENTATION METHODS 

2.7.1. The Landscape Institute issued Technical Guidance Note 06/19 in 
September 2019 and provides advice on site photography techniques and 
the production of visualisations. Appropriate Visualisation Types 2-4 apply 
to most LVIAs for planning applications involving an EIA.  

2.7.2. Appendix 1 explains how the advice has been adopted for this LVIA. 

2.7.3. It is important to note that the photographs in the LVIA are provided as an 
‘aide memoire’. A critical review of the visual assessment would need to be 
undertaken in the field at each viewpoint location to gain a better 
understanding of the Development in terms of the overall visual amenity.  

2.7.4. For Viewpoint Locations 1 to 33, a panoramic view and single photograph 
enlargement is provided for the existing view. A single frame photograph 
photomontage view shows the proposed ERF building and the stack. 
Technical details regarding the preparation of the photomontage views is 
given in Appendix 1. 

2.7.5. Details are provided regarding the illustrated plume and also the woodland 
planting shown on the photomontage views. With regards the former, this is 
based on the average calculated visible plume. Proposed native woodland 
planting is shown in summer after approximately 10 years when trees will 
be c.6m to 8m high. This is for illustrative purposes only and the visual 
effects described in Section 6 during the operation phase are based on the 
mitigation measures provided by the screen bunds and not the added 
benefit of new native woodland planting. In some of the close range views, 
both the wooded bund and the level of the proposed topographic form of the 
bund is shown to enable a balanced evaluation of the maximum effects. 
Clearly, there will be long term benefits due to the woodland planting which 
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has the potential to result in a gradual but positive change. This is reflected 
in the decommissioning phase. 

2.7.6. B&A has prepared a series of wireframes through consultation with the 
appointed landscape advisors to the Local Planning Authority. Appendix 13 
(Sheets 1 to 12) presents the wireframes. 

2.7.7. The LVIA has considered the proposed lighting scheme for the 
Development (Appendix 11) and a description is provided in Section 6 from 
selected Viewpoint Locations. Further to the GLVIA Third Edition and 
Technical Guidance Note 06/19, reference has also been made to Guidance 
Note 01/20 issued by the Institute of Lighting Professionals in 2020.14 

2.8. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER EFFECTS 

2.8.1. The assessment of landscape character effects describes the key 
characteristics of the landscape and the likely nature and scale of changes 
to landscape elements and characteristics; and the consequential effect on 
the landscape character. It considers effects relating to the Development 
during construction, operation and decommissioning. 

2.8.2. Sensitivity of the landscape helps to determine how development of a 
particular site may lead to a high or low change in the overall characteristics. 
Sensitivity may be High, Medium or Low, with two further categories for 
exceptional situations of Very High or Very Low. 

2.8.3. The magnitude of impact relates to the scale of the changes in terms of the 
effects upon the landscape character of the Site (direct effects) and also the 
surrounding environs (indirect effects). Indirect effects on landscape 
character are assessed where the Development is visible in the principal 
study area (Figures L5 and L6). The magnitude of impact is based on an 
eight-point scale ranging from Very Large to Negligible or No Impact.  

2.8.4. Consequently, a combination of the sensitivity of the landscape and the 
magnitude of the impact determines the significance of effect.  

2.8.5. In line with the GLVIA Third Edition, final conclusions regarding the 
significance of effect specifically concern the development in question. 
Generally, a more significant effect would apply to the permanent loss of 
mature elements. A less significant effect involves the loss of uniform and 
homogenous elements and features or where there is a more degraded 
character and less associated value. This is judged against the current 
baseline situation presented in Section 3. 

2.9. VISUAL EFFECTS 

2.9.1. The assessment of significance of visual effects is approached in a similar 
manner to that previously described for landscape character. The sensitivity 
of the viewer (receptor) is defined according to the type of receptor. With 
reference to this Assessment, the following applies: 

� Visitors to Powis Castle (Very High); 

 
14 Guidance Note 01/20, Guidance notes for the reduction of obtrusive light, Institute of Lighting Professionals, 2020 
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� Established viewing point at Rodney's Pillar (High); 
� For residential properties, from ground floor locations/gardens 

(High) and upper floor windows (Medium); 
� Public footpaths/bridleways including the general footpath 

network (Medium), walkers (general recreation) (Medium), 
Severn Way long distance footpath users (Medium) and Offa’s 
Dyke Path National Trail users (High); 

� Road users along ‘A’ and ‘B’ class roads (e.g. the A458, A483 
and B4381), the general road network including on Heldre Lane, 
Garreg Bank (upper and lower), Criggion Lane, Bacheldre Lane, 
Castlehill Lane and views from the access road (Low);  

� Workers at employment areas close to the A458 at Buttington 
Bridge (Low); and 

� Recreation users at Llanymynech Golf Club (Low). 

2.9.2. Viewpoint Locations are chosen to show the context of specific places 
where the Development might be most visible and in some cases, 
representative receptor sensitivity. It is recognised that sensitivity may vary 
on a personal basis as will receptor activity. Nevertheless, the Viewpoint 
Locations are used to provide an objective assessment of the primary 
receptor sensitivity. The current scene is described and a narrative provided 
of the changes relating to the Development during construction, operation 
and decommissioning. 

2.9.3. Static views can typically include locations from residential areas and 
sequential views refer to those along roads and footpaths. The type of view 
is specified for each Viewpoint Location. 

2.9.4. The magnitude of the visibility is rated on an eight-point scale ranging from 
Very Large to Negligible or No Impact. The significance of effect is then 
determined by comparing the magnitude and sensitivity in a consistent 
manner.  

2.10. NATURE OF EFFECT 

2.10.1. It is not the assumption of this LVIA that all change is adverse. Rather, it 
seeks to give objective consideration from the outset that the nature of effect 
can be beneficial or adverse and in some cases neutral.  

2.10.2. Current guidance (GLVIA Third Edition) notes that ‘It is also possible for 
effects to be neutral in their consequences for the landscape. An informed 
professional judgement should be made about this and the criteria used in 
reaching the judgement should be clearly stated. They might include, but 
should not be restricted to:  

� The degree to which the proposal fits with existing character; 
and 

� The contribution to the landscape that the development may 
make in its own right, usually by virtue of good design, even if it 
is in contrast to existing character’. (paragraph 5.37) 
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2.10.3. This LVIA gives objective consideration to both landscape and visual effects 
with regard to the context, visual composition and the way in which the view 
is experienced. 

2.10.4. An adverse nature of effect may occur where there is an increase of 
visibility in terms of the Site or changes to character of a negative or intrusive 
kind. This may ensue regarding views of earthworks and due to screen bund 
formation in the construction period. Crane movements and other aspects 
(e.g. building construction, scaffolding and ground works) associated with 
the building of the ERF could result in adverse effects (e.g. at the skyline).  

2.10.5. During the operation phase, adverse effects may occur with respect to 
potential views of building façades or rooflines of the ERF building and/or 
stack. This may arise when built form is seen against the skyline rather than 
a backdrop of hills or rising ground. When the stack is seen in isolation (i.e. 
without context to the overall Development), this may result in an adverse 
rather than neutral effect. As stated, during the operation phase, no 
allowance is made for the additional screening benefits offered by the 
proposed native woodland planting illustrated by the Landscape 
Masterplan. Consideration is given to the screen bunds only. 

2.10.6. This Assessment recognises that if part of the Development can be 
assimilated into the landscape or is not visually overbearing and intrusive, 
it will not necessarily result in an adverse effect. In addition, a change is not 
necessarily an adverse effect so long as the land use and appearance are 
broadly in line with similar uses.  

2.10.7. Neutral effects may arise when the proposals are unlikely to be identified 
immediately in terms of adversely affecting the characteristics or where they 
do not constitute an intrusive element in the overall visual amenity; this may 
apply when views are partially screened or at distance.  

2.10.8. During decommissioning, cranes will remove taller elements such as the 
ERF building and stack which may lead to adverse visual effects. However, 
these will be temporary and/or generally of a short duration. The screen 
bunds will provide some screening of the demolition/removal of buildings 
and vehicle movements during ground restoration. Overall, adverse visual 
effects in this phase will primarily relate to visible crane movements and site 
activity where in view.  

2.10.9. Proposed native woodland planting shown on the Landscape Masterplan 
will remain in perpetuity and will offer long term enhancement and mitigation 
for future employment uses at the Site. A neutral or beneficial nature of 
effect may occur as it matures. It is more likely to be beneficial at a close 
range with a neutral effect occurring at mid and long range.  

2.10.10. Winter and summer views have been considered separately in Section 6 for 
selected Viewpoint Locations in the immediate vicinity and at a close range. 
Appendix 12 includes the example photomontage winter views (Sheets 1 to 
16). 

  



Broad Energy (Wales) Limited 
Proposed Buttington Quarry Energy Recovery Facility, Welshpool, Powys, Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment  

Bright & Associates 
 

Page 

BT1180, February 2021 16 
 

2.11. LANDSCAPE CAPACITY 

2.11.1. Landscape capacity relates to the landscape character sensitivity and value 
and is also informed by the effects upon visual amenity. It provides an 
understanding of whether the predicted effects upon the character would be 
in keeping or not with the current landscape setting. It constitutes an all-
encompassing consideration of whether a landscape might be capable of 
development whilst the essential qualities of the wider landscape character 
remain unchanged.  

2.11.2. In this instance, a three-point scale has been adopted after considering the 
above: 

� Low capacity: a landscape or visual amenity which cannot 
accommodate change;  

� Medium capacity: a landscape or visual amenity which could 
accommodate change in certain circumstances: and   

� High capacity: a landscape or visual amenity which can 
accommodate change. 

2.12. RESIDUAL EFFECTS 
2.12.1. B&A has designed the Landscape Masterplan which illustrates the 

mitigation measures (Appendix 2). During the construction phase, it is 
assumed that it will offer a visual effect whilst it is ongoing (e.g. screen 
bunds and planting). Once established, the assumption is that visual effects 
will decrease and residual effects will relate more to mitigating qualities for 
landscape character and visual matters as assessed in Sections 5 and 6 
respectively. 

2.13. SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 
2.13.1. The significance of a landscape or visual effect is a function of the sensitivity 

of the affected landscape or visual receptors, the magnitude of change that 
they will experience and the nature of the effect. The degree of significance 
of landscape and visual effects are unique to a particular proposal.  

2.13.2. Tables 1F and 1G in Appendix 1 demonstrate the principles applied to 
assess the significance. Although where exceptions occur, professional 
judgement and assumptions are applied. For example, where significance 
falls between two categories. 

2.13.3. In instances where a Major or a Moderate to Major significance of effect 
occurs, then the effect is likely to be considered significant (i.e. an impact 
that is likely to be a key material factor in the decision-making process). 
Where a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect has occurred then this 
has been reviewed whether it would constitute a significant effect. 
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2.14. CUMULATIVE EFFECTS 

2.14.1. Cumulative landscape and visual effects have been considered in Sections 
4 and 5 respectively. Guidance has been taken from the GLVIA Third 
Edition regarding cumulative landscape effects (paragraph 7.26) and visual 
effects (paragraph 7.38).  

2.14.2. The LVIA has taken into account large scale commercial development such 
as warehouses along the main road network and on the edge of 
settlements: 

� Offa’s Dyke Business Park adjacent to the B4388 on the edge 
of Buttington (c.2.2km south-west);  

� Buttington Cross Enterprise Park and the Welshpool 
Livestock Sales building adjacent to the A458 and A483 
roundabout on the northern edge of Welshpool (c.2.6km south-
west); and 

� Hanfaes Lane Industrial Estate (c.4.1km south-west) and 
Severn Farm Industrial Estate (c.5km south-west) on the 
eastern edge of Welshpool. 
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3. THE BASELINE SITUATION 

3.1. INTRODUCTION 
3.1.1. The baseline situation represents the existing state within both the Site and 

the locality, although the information provided mainly applies to the principal 
study area as a whole.  

3.1.2. This Section describes the baseline situation that will be used when 
determining the impact of the Development upon the landscape and visual 
amenity of the Site and surrounding area. It details the features observed 
through field work analysis as well as a review of plan and desk based 
research. This, combined with other landscape elements and features may 
have a greater or lesser effect upon the visual amenity and landscape 
character of the area, thus potentially affecting the visibility of the 
Development. It examines the existing landscape setting, landscape 
character and landscape designations in turn. 

3.1.3. When reviewing this Section, reference should be made to Figure L1: Site 
Location and Landscape Character Classification (National Level), Figure 
L2: Landscape Designations and Figure L3: LANDMAP Visual and Sensory 
Aspect Areas (within 10km).  

3.1.4. Figure L4 (Sheet 1): Topographic Analysis (Northern area) and Figure L4 
(Sheet 2): Topographic Analysis (Southern area) illustrates the landform in 
the principal study area. Appendices 4 to 10 provide additional information 
regarding landscape character sources and includes extracts with tables 
prepared by B&A.  

3.2. THE LANDSCAPE SETTING 

Description of the Site  
3.2.1. The Site (c.18ha) is located off the A458 Shrewsbury to Welshpool Road 

which currently provides access. The Site includes a section of the route for 
which access and highway improvements will be undertaken under an 
existing planning consent (Reference P/2015/0439). This has yet to be 
implemented and the construction of the access road is assessed as part of 
the LVIA (Section 6). 

3.2.2. The Site is c.1.5km south of the village of Trewern and c.2.2km north-east 
of Buttington. Sale Lane is immediately to the east and Heldre Lane to the 
south.  

3.2.3. The majority of the Site represents an altered landform of previous quarry 
working and tracks due to related activities. Site levels broadly range from 
90mAOD to 130mAOD (Figure L4 Sheet 1). A partially formed screen bund 
is present along the eastern Site boundary bordering Sale Lane.  
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3.2.4. A public footpath passes through the northern periphery of the Site. In a 
wider context, it leads from Sale Lane in a westerly direction and then turns 
north-west near Cefn Cottage before linking to the A458.  

3.2.5. Currently the Site operates in accordance with a Review of Mineral 
Permissions (ROMP) under the Environment Act 1995 (Reference 
P/2010/0165). The majority of the Site including the existing quarry void has 
been allocated for B1, B2 and B8 employment development under Policy 
E1 Employment Proposals on Allocated Employment Sites in the Adopted 
Powys Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026 (April 2018).  

The Surrounding Landscape 
3.2.6. The immediate setting of the Site comprises an area of elevated landform 

(c.129mAOD) and mature mixed woodland to the north-west. There are a 
number of buildings and a yard area south of the Site which previously 
formed part of quarry working (and an associated brickworks). Whilst the 
Buttington Brickwork SSSI is adjacent to the north. 

3.2.7. Residential properties and farmsteads close to the Site include Cefn 
Cottage (c.45m) and Cefn Farm (c.50m) to the north. Green Farm which is 
adjacent to the Site and Whitehouse Farm (c.100m) are to the south on 
Heldre Lane and Sale Farm (c.40m) is east on Sale Lane. Welshpool 
represents the main settlement in the principal study area (c.2.6km south-
west), Elsewhere, villages, residential properties and farmsteads are found 
along the main road network or reached by tracks leading from minor roads, 
particularly at higher levels.  

3.2.8. A number of ‘A’ class roads (Trunk Roads) pass through the principal study 
area including the A458 and A483. Both of which feature commercial 
activities along their routes. This includes the Buttington Cross Enterprise 
Park and the Welshpool Livestock Sales building on the northern edge of 
Welshpool (c.2.6km south-west). The Hanfaes Lane Industrial Estate 
(c.4.1km south-west) and Severn Farm Industrial Estate (c.5km south-west) 
are east of the town centre (c.4km south-west). In addition, the Offa’s Dyke 
Business Park is adjacent to the B4388 on the edge of Buttington (c.2.2km 
south-west). Elsewhere, minor roads and lanes are more frequent apart 
from in the Severn Valley to the west and north of the Site beyond the 
Welshpool-Shrewsbury railway line. A characteristic of minor roads is the 
presence of woodland and other vegetation. 

3.2.9. The Site is located in a transitional area between the lower levels of the 
Severn Valley to the west and the higher uplands of Breidden Hill and Long 
Mountain to the east. Figure L4 (Sheets 1 and 2) (Northern and Southern 
area) illustrates the topography. 

3.2.10. In terms of the principal study area, agriculture, woodland, hillside grazing 
and some urban areas represent the main landuses. Quarry working can be 
found at Criggion Quarry on the western side of Breidden Hill (c.4.1km 
north) and overhead power lines cross the Severn Valley (c.1km north-
west). Agriculture is mixed and consists of both pasture and arable fields. 
There is often a lack of hedgerows with more irregular open fields on higher 
ground. 
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3.2.11. Tree cover is generally limited to large blocks of coniferous and mixed 
woodland on lower slopes. Open views are gained from the tops of hills to 
the north-east and east broadly within medium range and to the south-west 
and north-west at a long range. To the west, bordering the Severn Valley 
are areas of rolling hills and pasture with mixed broadleaf woodland. Large 
woodland tracts appear at higher elevations such as Oak Plantation 
(c.1.4km south), Crowther’s Coppice and Allt Wood (c.2.2km north-west), 
Moel y Golfa (c.2.2km north) and Breidden Forest (c.3.3km north). Many 
are managed by conservation organisations or Natural Resources Wales. 
However, the location and nature of woodland in the wider landscape setting 
were not found to offer critical screening or mitigation features for the 
Development (see Section 6). In addition, the mixed woodland north-west 
of the Site mentioned above offers limited screening value. 

3.2.12. Recreation and heritage related activities are noted aspects of the principal 
study area. In terms of the former, there are a number of golf courses 
including the Welshpool Golf Club (c.9.3km south-west) and Llanymynech 
Golf Club (c.11.9km north). Llanymynech Rocks Nature Reserve is on the 
site of a former quarry near Llanymynech Hill (c.11.7km north). Figure L2 
shows the location of Powis Castle (National Trust) which is south-west of 
Welshpool (c.6km south-west). Maesfron Hall and Gardens is a privately 
owned house and garden in Trewern (c.1.6km north-east).15 Both include 
Listed Buildings and are categorised as a Registered Park and Garden of 
Special Historic Interest in Wales (CADW) (Figure L2). 

3.2.13. A section of the Montgomery Canal passes through the principal study area. 
The Offa's Dyke Path National Trail16 runs adjacent (c.1.8km north-west) 
and the Severn Way (long distance footpath)17 also runs concurrently in 
places (Figure L2). Whilst the Glyndwr’s Way National Trail leads in a 
westerly direction from Welshpool. With regards to the general public 
footpath network, many follow tracks to individual farmsteads or villages. 
The Sustrans National Route No.81 runs along minor roads to the south-
east of the Site (c.2.2km).18 In addition to public footpaths there is access 
land at Heldre Hill (c.1.2km south-east).  

3.2.14. When considering topography, it is useful to examine the principal study 
area as a whole (refer to Figure L4 Sheets 1 and 2). The Severn Valley 
broadly lies 50mAOD to 90mAOD and landform begins to rise c.2km to the 
west. The Site is located on the edge of an area of higher ground to the east 
of the Severn Valley which then rises steeply eastwards beyond close range 
culminating in the elevated hill formation of the Long Mountain (above 
c.350mAOD). Long Mountain includes individual summits notably Heldre 
Hill (c.367mAOD) (c.2km south-east). Other areas of higher land include to 
the north-east at Moel y Golfa (403mAOD) (c.3.3km), Middletown Hill 
(367mAOD) (c.4.9km) and Breidden Hill (365mAOD) (c.5km). At a further 
distance to the south-west is Y Golfa (341mAOD) (c.9km) and to the north 
is Llanymynech Hill (c.225mAOD) (c.12km).  

 
15 Maesfron Hall and Gardens, https://www.maesfron.co.uk, sourced July 2020 
16 National Trails, https://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/, sourced July 2020 
17 Long Distance Walkers Association, https://www.ldwa.org.uk, sourced July 2020 
18 SUSTRANS, https://www.sustrans.org.uk, sourced July 2020 
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3.3. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER NATIONAL LEVEL 

3.3.1. National Landscape Character Areas (NLCAs) form the broadest scale of 
landscape character assessment in Wales. Information is provided by 
Natural Resources Wales.  

3.3.2. Reference to Figure L1: Site Location and Landscape Character 
Classification (National Level) shows that the Site is located on the western 
edge of the Shropshire Hills (outliers) NLCA No.18 which is described as 
an agricultural landscape with hedgerows, mature trees and woodlands.19  

3.3.3. Selected key characteristics include:  

� ‘Outlying hills - a group of distinctive hills that are physically 
separate from the main upland areas of Wales this rise to the 
west, but that relate in many ways to those further east in 
Shropshire; 

� Hills, scarps - Ordovician sandstone long ‘whale-back’ ridges 
and concial or steep sided hills with localised tuff / volcanic rock 
and igneous rock outcrops; 

� Vales and lower hills - seasonally wet silty soils over shale 
support lush, grazing pasture interspersed with deciduous 
woodland on the lower slopes/foothills; 

� Upland hill tops - thin, infertile soils on the sandstones / 
volcanic rocks of the hill crests support moorland grassland. 
Corndon Hill is the largest upland area and has ecologically rich 
moorland and wet woodland; 

� Dramatic and abrupt elevation of Breiddon Hills - notably 
from the Severn valley flood plain, and notably with a prominent 
quarrying scar; 

� Hilltop and defensive sites - prehistoric ritual sites on the 
hilltops, such as the burial cairns on Corndon Hill, Medieval 
moated sites in the Vale and in the well preserved section of 
Offa’s Dyke falling within the area…; 

� Settlement generally confined to the Vale - associated with 
historic river crossing points…; 

� Open views across the Vale - and neighbouring Severn Valley. 
Views from Montgomery into England; 

� Field pattern - Larger scale fields and straighter boundaries 
than in much of the rest of Wales, but with exceptions e.g. 
around Corndon and Roundton Hills, where the pattern is more 
characteristically small scale, with high hedges and narrow 
lanes; and 

� Very rural’. 
3.3.4. Viewpoint Location 1 to 11,13 and 14 and 16 to 18 assessed in the LVIA 

are located in this NLCA. 

  

 
19 Shropshire Hills (outliers) NLCA18, Natural Resources Wales, 2014 
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3.3.5. Within the immediate vicinity is the Severn Valley NLCA No.19 (c.320m 
north-west) which is noted as a major river valley and a transport corridor 
(road and rail). Welshpool is identified as a main settlement whilst farmland 
features in the flood plain and along valley sides.20 

3.3.6. Figure L1 also identifies the National Character Areas (NCAs) categorised 
by Natural England namely:  

� Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain NCA No.61 
(c.7.7km east) an extensive, gently undulating plain;21 

� Oswestry Uplands NCA No.63 (c.11.2km north) steeply sloping, 
flat-topped, predominantly limestone hills;22 and 

� Shropshire Hills NCA No.65 (c.2.6km east) comprising a series 
of ridges, scarps and intervening valleys.23 

3.3.7. Appendix 5 lists the key characteristics of the NLCAs and NCAs within the 
principal study area and identifies Viewpoint Locations appraised in the 
LVIA. 

3.4. LANDMAP 

3.4.1. LANDMAP is the formally adopted methodology for landscape character 
assessment in Wales provided by Natural Resources Wales24 and includes 
the following information: 

� ‘Maps and classifies landscapes and describes their key 
characteristics, qualities and components; 

� Evaluates their importance from a national to local scale; 
� Recommends locally appropriate management guidelines’; and 
� ‘Identifies significant landscape change through monitoring of 

the baseline resource’. 

3.4.2. LANDMAP divides Wales into six Area Statements (April 2018) which offer 
information on landscape character at a regional scale. The Site (and wider 
principal study area) is located in the Mid-Wales Area Statement. Headline 
Characteristics refer to the contrast of upland and lowland landscapes along 
with cultural heritage assets. Landscape Change mentions ‘Increasing 
commercial development, landscape scale road improvements and mining 
and reclamation works’. As a general principle, outstanding and high 
landscapes with characteristics of national and county value should be 
conserved and enhanced. Landscapes of lower quality should be enhanced 
to contribute to wellbeing. An extract is provided in Appendix 6. 

  

 
20 Severn Valley NLCA19, Natural Resources Wales, 2014 
21 NCA Profile: 61 Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain (NE556), Natural England, 2014 
22 NCA Profile: 63 Oswestry Uplands (NE548), Natural England, 2014 
23 NCA Profile: 65 Shropshire Hills (NE447), Natural England, 2013 
24 Natural Resources Wales, https://naturalresources.wales/, sourced July 2020 
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3.4.3. At a more detailed scale, LANDMAP identifies five Aspect layers, namely 
Geological Landscape, Visual and Sensory, Landscape Habitats, Historic 
Landscape and Cultural Landscape Services. Appendix 7 provides extracts 
for the Site related Aspect Areas and Appendix 8, the Aspect Areas in the 
principal study area. Tables have been prepared by B&A and includes 
information relevant to the LVIA. Distance and direction is provided from the 
proposed stack and relevant Viewpoint Locations are noted. 

3.4.4. Broadly, the Aspect Areas are evaluated as Outstanding (nationally 
important), High (regional or county importance), Moderate (local 
importance) or Low (little or no importance) by LANDMAP.25 

The Site Aspect Areas 
3.4.5. Reference to Figure L3: LANDMAP Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas 

(within 10km) shows that the Site is located within the MNTGMVS370 
Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Aspect Area. In terms of the principal 
study area, it extends to the north-east (c.6km), east (c.2.7km) and south-
west (c.10km). 

3.4.6. The Aspect Area is described as a ‘… topographical transition between the 
upland peaks of Breidden Hill and Long Mountain and the floodplain of the 
River Severn. Largely west facing and typified by a patchwork of grazed and 
some low intensity arable farming with managed hedgerows, occasional 
patches of woodland lie along stream courses and in lower lying areas’.  

3.4.7. The Overall Evaluation is classified as Moderate (local importance).26 With 
regards to the Evaluation Matrix, the following applies: 

� Scenic quality: High (‘A landscape with some scenes of a 
picturesque quality, which are aesthetically pleasing in 
composition. The area is notable for these regionally’); 

� Integrity: Moderate (‘Some characteristic features remain intact 
but others are fragmented, and/or partly spoilt by some large-
scale, visually intrusive or other inharmonious development’); 

� Character: Moderate (‘Landscapes with some distinctive 
characteristics whose patterns of elements and features 
contribute to a local sense of place’); and 

� Rarity: Low (‘Characteristic features and qualities present are 
common or widely distributed across the study area (county) or 
beyond’). 

3.4.8. Table 2 summarises the main aspects of the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to 
Forden Hill and Scarp Aspect Area which are relevant to the LVIA. 
Viewpoint Location 1 to 4, 7, 9 to 14, 34 and 35 are within this Aspect Area. 
Attractive views outwith the Aspect Area refers to the ‘surrounding rolling 
and upland landscapes’. 

  

 
25 LANDMAP Methodology Overview, National Resources Wales, June 2017 
26 LANDMAP Methodology Visual and Sensory, Natural Resources Wales, 2016 
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Table 2: MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Aspect 
Area 

ITEM LANDMAP ASSESSMENT 

Aspect Area Classification Upland/Hills, Lower Plateau & Scarp Slopes/Hillside & Scarp Slopes 
Grazing (Level 3) 

Date of survey 09/02/2004 (Date of Monitoring: 06/02/2015) 

Summary Description 

Forms the topographical transition between the upland peaks of 
Breidden Hill and Long Mountain and the floodplain of the River 
Severn. Largely west facing and typified by a patchwork of grazed and 
some low intensity arable farming with managed hedgerows, 
occasional patches of woodland lie along stream courses and in lower 
lying areas. 

Description 
Physical form and elements - 
Topographic form Hills/Valleys 

Landcover pattern Field Pattern/Mosaic 
Settlement pattern Scattered Rural/Farm 
Boundary type Managed Hedge 
Aesthetic Qualities  
Scale (Medium), Sense of enclosure (Open), Diversity (Simple), Texture (Medium), Lines (Angular), 
Colour (Muted), Balance (Balanced), Unity (Neutral), Pattern (Organised). 
There are attractive views both in and out (To surrounding rolling and upland landscapes) 
There are detractive views ...within (Criggion Quarry workings) 
Perceptual and other sensory 
qualities Attractive, Unattractive (Criggion Quarry workings), Safe, Settled 

What is the sense of place/local 
distinctiveness Moderate (N/A) 

Evaluation 
Value (Moderate), Condition (Good), Trend (Constant) 
Recommendations  
Define the key qualities that 
should be conserved 

Balance between mixed farmland practices to maintain field 
pattern distribution. 

Define the key qualities that 
should be enhanced Increase proportion of hedgerow trees within field boundaries. 

Define the key qualities that 
should be changed 

Expansion of quarrying/excavation works and associated 
development over adjacent farmland. 

 Define the key elements that 
should be conserved N/A 

Define the key elements that 
should be enhanced 

Hedgerow boundaries to improve diversity of vegetation / 
management type. 

Define the key elements that 
should be changed N/A 

Principal management 
recommendation Maintain as existing 

Evaluation Matrix 
Evaluation Criteria: Overall 
Evaluation Moderate (N/A) 

Justification of overall 
evaluation 

Typical example of farming practices and fields patterns displaying 
hedgerow boundaries and woodland blocks in lower lying areas 
that could benefit from enhancement through additional planting 
along boundaries = Moderate. 

Scenic quality (The extent to 
which the area has scenes which 
are of a picturesque quality, 
demonstrating aesthetically 
pleasing elements in composition) 

High (N/A)  

Integrity (The extent to which the 
area is in good condition, with 
consistent character throughout, 
and is generally unspoilt by large-
scale, visually intrusive or other 
inharmonious development) 

Moderate (N/A) 

Character (The extent to which a 
distinct and recognisable pattern 
of elements, features and qualities 
occurs within the Aspect Area, to 
give a clear sense of place) 

Moderate (N/A) 
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ITEM LANDMAP ASSESSMENT 

Rarity (The extent to which the 
area’s visual & sensory character 
and/or features or qualities are 
rare/representative locally, 
regionally or 
nationally/internationally…) 

Low (N/A) 

Guidelines/Existing management 

Guideline 

Long Term (Maintain balance between different farming practices), 
Medium Term (Limit expansion of quarrying works at Criggion 
Quarry), Medium Term (Limit expansion of clay extraction at Cefn 
Brickworks), Long Term (Restoration of quarried and clay 
extraction works to emulate late existing). 

Existing management remarks Mixture of grazing and limited arable farming with some woodland 
patches throughout the aspect area. 

Existing management Generally Appropriate 
 

3.4.9. The table below addresses the other Aspect layers applicable to the Site. It 
provides context in terms of the Site and principal study area together with 
a summary of the LANDMAP assessment. Table 5 provides more detailed 
information and the results of Site analysis by B&A (Section 5). The full 
survey sheets are included in Appendix 7 for reference.  

Table 3: Other Site Related Aspect Layers 

ITEM SUMMARY DESCRIPTION AND EVALUATION 

Geological Landscape: MNTGMGL697 Hope  
Application to the LVIA  
Viewpoint Locations 1, 2, 4, 34 and 35 
Site Location/Principal Study 
Area 

The Site is on the western edge of the Aspect Area. It continues to the east 
c.2.8km and south-west c.5km. 

LANDMAP Summary 

What is the geographical 
and topographical character 
of this area? 

Forms the lower part of the scarp face of Long Mountain. Generally moderately 
steep, but levelling out at base. Mainly developed in Wenlock (Middle Silurian) 
mudrocks, with minor Llandovery (Lower Silurian) at base. Cwms present with 
probably glacial infill.  

Evaluation Matrix Research Value, Educational Value, Historical Value, Rarity/Uniqueness and 
Classic Example (All Outstanding) 

Overall Evaluation Outstanding (Includes nationally important geology (Buttington Brickworks 
SSSI) 

Historic Landscape: MNTGMHL310 Buttington/Middletown  
Application to the LVIA 
Viewpoint Locations 1 to 5, 7, 14, 34 and 35 

Site Location/Principal 
Study Area 

The Site is on the western edge of the Aspect Area which extends to the 
north-east (c.5km), east (c.2.7km) and south-west (c.4.7km) within the 
principal study area. 

LANDMAP Summary 

Summary 
Description/Key Patterns 
and Elements 

Mixed, irregular fieldscapes probably of medieval to post-medieval origin on 
western and northern flanks of Long Mountain. The area is crossed by the 
early medieval Offa’s Dyke. Dispersed farms and cottages of medieval to 
post-medieval origin. Small nucleated church settlements possibly of 
medieval origin at Buttington and Middletown. 

Evaluation Matrix Integrity (Moderate), Potential (Outstanding), Rarity (High), Survival (High) 
and Condition (Moderate) 

Overall 
Evaluation/Justification 

High (Area of irregular fields occupying the lower west facing slopes of Long 
Mountain to the east of the Severn. Predominantly medieval and later farms 
and agriculture. Also containing a section of Offa's Dyke, potentially Saxon 
settlement of Buttington (and its possible battle site) and the later village of 
Middletown. Scores well because of its complex content. 

Landscape Habitats: MNTGMLH033 
Application to the LVIA 
Viewpoint Locations 1 to 5, 7 to 14, 20 to 22, 26, 28, 30, 34 and 35 

Site Location/Principal 
Study Area 

The Site is situated in the central environs of the Aspect Area. It extends to 
c.1km in all directions from the Site and continues north (c.10km), north-east 
(c.4.9km), south (c.15km) and west (c.2.2km). 
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ITEM SUMMARY DESCRIPTION AND EVALUATION 

LANDMAP Summary 

Summarise the key 
features that define this 
area's biodiversity 
character 

This area is made up of pasture and arable fields along the flat valley floor 
adjacent to the river Seven. The mixed pattered of grass and arable fields 
together with small ribbons of woodland which follow streams and the river itself 
give an important mosaic to the landscape which is enhanced by the occasional 
unimproved fields continuing interesting native species such as Gwaun Bryn 
Pasture SSSI. This mosaic is also important for a wide range of bat and bird 
species. Of great significance to this areas is the which runs from Llanymynech 
to Freestone Locks near Newtown. Montgomery Canal is of special interest 
because it supports aquatic, emergent and marginal plant communities of 
exceptional richness, including a large population of the internationally rare and 
threatened floating water plantain Luronium natans and a several other rare and 
scarce water plants. An important aquatic invertebrate assemblage is also 
present.  

Evaluation Matrix 
Priority Habitats (High), Significance (High ), Opportunity (High), Expansion rates 
(Unassessed), Sensitivity (Unassessed), Connectivity/Cohesion (High), Habitat 
Evaluation (High), Importance for key species (High). 

Overall 
Evaluation/Justification 

High (Although the area is mainly improved and arable land there are some very 
significant features in the area including the river Severn, and the Montgomery 
canal which is of special interest because it supports aquatic, emergent and 
marginal plant communities of exceptional richness, including a large population 
of the internationally rare and threatened floating water plantain Luronium natans 
and a several other rare and scarce water plants. There are also some traditional 
species-rich hay meadows in the area. The existence of hedges and mixed land 
use all contribute to this areas richness and its High value). 

Cultural Landscape Services: MNTGMCLS044 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp 
Application to the LVIA 
Viewpoint Locations 1 to 4, 7, 9 to 14, 34 and 35 

Site Location/Principal 
Study Area 

The Site is on the western edge of the Aspect Area. It extends to the east and 
south within close range (c.2.7km) and then continues to c.10km south-west and 
c.4.5km north. 

LANDMAP Summary 
Night time light pollution Slight 
Wales Tranquil Area 
assessment 

(Zone B significant disturbance; Zone C some disturbance; Undisturbed; Urban) 
(Mosaic of: Undisturbed, Zone C, Zone B)…’. 

International Dark Sky 
Reserve or Dark Sky 
Reserve 

No 

Visual and Sensory 
Landscape Evaluation Moderate 

Geological Landscape 
evaluation Mosaic of Moderate, High or Outstanding 

Landscape Habitats 
evaluation Over 75% High or Outstanding 

Historic Landscape 
evaluation Over 75% High or Outstanding 

Principal Study Area Aspect Areas 
3.4.10. Appendix 8 summarises the Aspect Areas within the principal study area 

relating to the five LANDMAP layers according to their Overall Evaluation 
and distance from the stack. The tables have been prepared by B&A and 
include information relevant to the LVIA. 

3.4.11. The LANDMAP Methodologies and Evaluation for each Aspect layer have 
been reviewed. It should be noted that no specific Evaluation ratings are 
provided for Cultural Landscape Services Aspect Areas. Instead, the 2019 
update combines data from other Aspect layers with information on cultural 
matters (e.g. Welsh language, literature and cultural heritage).27 

  

 
27 LANDMAP Cultural Landscape Services, Report No 336, Natural Resources Wales, 2019 
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Visual and Sensory 
3.4.12. Figure L3 shows the Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas within c.10km. The 

majority within the principal study area are categorised as being Moderate 
(local importance). In close range, the following Aspect Areas are 
categorised as High (regional or county importance): 

� MNTGMVS301 Long Mountain ‘The balanced of upland grazed 
plateau, rectilinear field pattern with managed hedgelines and 
woodland blocks is unusual …’ (c.950m south) (Viewpoint 
Location 5 and 6); 

� MNTGMVS612 Guilsfield Rolling Farmlands ‘Extensive area 
of well-defined traditional farming landscape, high aesthetic 
qualities and limited intrusion by modern development’ (c.1.8km 
north-west) (Viewpoint Location 19, 24 and 29); and 

� MNTGMVS762 Welshpool ‘One of the main principal 
settlements of Montgomeryshire and a town that still displays 
much of an individual market town character. Distinct and well 
maintained town centre with a wide range of traditional buildings 
displaying vernacular detailing. The town has modernised but 
still retains the majority of its character, new infill housing 
development to the outskirts is uninspiring but industrial 
development at Buttington Cross has moved away from the 
shed developments typical of the 70''s/80''s’ (c.2.5km south-
west) (Viewpoint Location 23). 

Historic Landscape 
3.4.13. Reference to the Evaluation/Justification assessment shows that the 

Historic Landscape Aspect Areas within the principal study area are 
generally either Outstanding or High. This is based on a ratings score taking 
into account Integrity, Potential, Rarity, Survival and Condition. Low being 
defined as poor.28  

3.4.14. With regards to Aspect Areas categorised as Outstanding: 

� In the immediate vicinity is MNTGMHL441 Lower Severn 
Valley ‘Regularly enclosed floor of the Severn valley. Ostensibly 
a post medieval and medieval farming landscape but also 
contains nationally important earlier prehistoric ritual complexes, 
a Roman fort and military settlement, Offa's Dyke and Cistercian 
Abbey, as well as numerous lesser archaeological sites all of 
which contribute to its high scores’ (c.250m north); and 

  

 
28 LANDMAP Methodology Historic Landscape, Natural Resources Wales, 2016 
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� In close range are MNTGMHL966 Breidden Hills ‘Complex 
volcanic plug, and its immediate environs, sporting three hillforts 
and a minor medieval settlement. Although partially afforested 
the area retains enough significance to score highly’ (c.1.5km 
north) and MNTGMHL501 Arddleen ‘Straggling area of regular 
fields occupying flat land above the Severn floodplain. The area 
contains significant remains of ridge and furrow field systems 
associated with medieval and later farms and farmsteads all of 
which overlie significant areas of earlier and later prehistoric 
settlements and burial monuments and is overlain by canal 
archaeology and a Turnpike road. Its complexity contributes to 
its high scores’ (c.1.7km north). 

3.4.15. The following Aspect Areas are in close range and classed as High:  

� MNTGMHL707 Long Mountain ‘Upland ridge, formerly 
common land, enclosed by large square fields. Apart from 
farming remains it also contains early prehistoric burial 
archaeology and settlement and an Iron Age hillfort …’. (c.1.2km 
south-east);  

� MNTGMHL785 Leighton Woodland: ‘Area of largely coniferous 
woodland occupying the eastern slopes of the Severn valley. 
Planted over much of the former Leighton estate and containing 
many features relating to infrastructure of the estate and its 
model farm. Also contains the line of Offa's Dyke. Condition is 
effected by the modern landuse’. (c.1.3km south): and 

� MNTGMHL129 Trelydan: ‘Broad undulating ridge on the west 
of the Severn valley to the north of Welshpool. Dominated by 
medieval (and later) farming with occasional intrusions by 
prehistory …’. (c.1.9km north-west). 

Landscape Habitats29 
3.4.16. Reference to the Overall Evaluation Habitat and Species shows that the 

majority are categorised as Moderate (local importance). Within close range 
there is one Aspect Area, MNTGMLH035 which is classified as Outstanding 
(international or national importance) due to the ‘… geologically complexity 
of the site which drives habitat and species diversity leading to a remarkable 
mixture of both lime loving and acid loving plants, the Aspect Area is in large 
proportion SSSI of internationally important habitats which support a 
corresponding range of important species’. (c.2.2km north-east). 

Geological Landscape30 
3.4.17. The majority are categorised as Moderate (local importance). Within close 

range is MNTGMGL108 Geuffordd-Welshpool (c.1.7km west) which is 
classified as Outstanding (international or national importance) and 
recognised in part for SSSIs and Sites of Regional Significance. 

  

 
29 LANDMAP Methodology Landscape Habitats, Natural Resources Wales, 2016 
30 LANDMAP Methodology Geological Landscape, Natural Resources Wales, 2016 
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3.4.18. In terms of High (regional or county importance), within the immediate 
vicinity is MNTGMGL769 Severn (c.550m west) which is noted as a major 
river system. At a close range is MNTGMGL363 Middletown (c.1.7km 
north-east) and MNTGMGL422 Breidden Forest (c.2.2km north-east) 
which are both recognised for regionally important geological sites. 

Cultural Landscape Services 
3.4.19.  Appendix 8 provides additional details on each Cultural Landscape Services 

Aspect Area within the principal study area. In terms of night time light 
pollution, overall, levels are generally Negligible but with some Aspect Areas 
being categorised as Slight or Moderate. A limited number of Aspect Areas 
are judged to be Substantial, including MNTGMCLS090 River Severn Flood 
plain which is in the immediate vicinity (c.300m north). 

3.5. POWYS LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT STUDY 
(2008) 

3.5.1. The Powys Landscape Character Assessment Study was published in 
2008. The Study used the LANDMAP baseline data which was then 
complemented by additional desk study and field work to identify Landscape 
Character Areas (LCA). The information provided here is for background 
purposes in relation to the Site and an extract is included in Appendix 9. 

3.5.2. The Site is situated within the Long Mountain/Breidden Hills LCA M18. East 
of Welshpool, this particular LCA follows similar boundaries to that of the 
MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Aspect Area noted 
previously from LANDMAP. Reference is made to the area being used for 
managed upland grazing, with a notable rectilinear field pattern and lack of 
individual or hedgerow trees. Limited woodland blocks appear on lower 
slopes with more expansive areas on higher ground, including some 
coniferous plantations. No sensitivity ratings are provided for the LCAs.  

3.6. THE SHROPSHIRE LANDSCAPE TYPOLOGY (2006) 

3.6.1. The Shropshire Landscape Typology (2006) offers detailed information 
regarding landscape character and broadly includes the eastern and 
northern parts of the principal study area beyond c.2.6km and c.10km 
respectively. The relevant Landscape Types (LTs) are summarised below. 
Viewpoint Location 15 is within the Settled Pastoral Farmlands LT and 
Viewpoint Location 32 is in the Wooded Hills and Farmlands LT. Appendix 
10 provides additional information regarding each LT: 

� Enclosed Lowland Heaths LT: ‘Undulating lowland, 
Impoverished, freely draining soils, Planned woodland character 
and Dispersed settlement pattern’ (c.6.6km north-east); 

� Lowland Moss LT: ‘Flat, lowland topography, Large scale with 
open views, Peat soils, Peat cuttings and Unsettled’ (c.9.5km 
north and a separate area c.11.3km north); 
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� Pasture Hills LT: ‘Prominent, sloping topography, Hedge fields 
with mainly ancient origins, Pastoral landuse, Dispersed 
settlement pattern and Medium to large scale landscape with 
filtered views’ (two separate areas, c.2.7km east and c.11.9km 
north-west); 

� Principal Timbered Farmlands LT: ‘Rolling lowland with 
occasional steep sided hills, Relic ancient woodland, Hedged 
fields with scattered hedgerow trees, Predominantly dispersed 
settlement, Pattern and Small to medium scale landscapes with 
filtered views’ (c.13.3km north); 

� Settled Pastoral Farmlands LT: ‘Heavy, poorly drained soils, 
Pastoral land use, Scattered hedgerow trees, Irregular field 
pattern and Small to medium scale landscapes’ (two areas 
c.2.6km and c.3.5km east with a further area north c.10.3km); 

� Timbered Plateau Farmlands LT: ‘Upstanding plateau with 
rolling relief, dissected by valleys, Linear ancient woodlands in 
valleys and dingles, Mixed farming landuse, Ancient pattern of 
irregular hedged fields and Medium scale landscape’ (c.14.7km 
north); 

� Upland Smallholdings LT: ‘Prominent, sloping topography, 
Dispersed settlement pattern of wayside cottages, Small hedged 
pasture fields and Areas of unenclosed moorland’ (c.5.2km 
north-east and c.11.3km north); and 

� Wooded Hills and Farmlands LT: ‘Prominent, sloping 
topography, Hedged fields with predominantly ancient origins, 
Large discrete woodlands with ancient character, Mixed farming 
land use, Dispersed settlement pattern and Medium scale 
landscapes with framed views’ (c.14.1km north). 

3.7. LANDSCAPE DESIGNATIONS 

3.7.1. Landscape and cultural heritage designations which contribute to a sense 
of place and/or signify an amenity value for receptors such as footpath users 
and visitors have been reviewed for this LVIA.  

3.7.2. The Site is not located in a statutory or non-statutory landscape designation.  

3.7.3. Figure L2: Landscape Designations identifies the following listed in Table 4. 

3.7.4. In addition, there are a number of Listed Buildings within c.2km of the Site 
and the nearest are just beyond c.1km within close range:  

� Middle Heldre Farmhouse, Grade II (Record Number 15646) 
(c.1.2km east); 

� Buttington Old Hall Farmhouse, Grade II (Record Number 7903) 
(c.1.3km south-west); and 

� Trewern Hall, Grade II* (Record Number 7920) (c.1.3km north). 

3.7.5. More detailed information regarding Listed Buildings and Scheduled 
Monuments etc. is provided in the Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 
technical report submitted as part of the DNS application (see Chapter 12 
and associated Technical Appendix 12-1).  
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Table 4: Landscape Designations 

DESIGNATION (REFERENCE/NAME) DISTANCE AND DIRECTION (RANGE) 

National Trust31 
Powis Castle and Garden c.6km south-west (medium range) 

Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales (CADW) and Register of Parks and 
Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales Essential Settings (CADW) 32 (identified in the principal 
study area) 
(1) PGW (Po) 53 (POW) Maesfron (Grade II) c.1.6km north-east (close range) 

(2) PGW (Po) 34 (POW) Leighton Hall (Grade I) (NB. the 
northern periphery of the essential setting is within the 
principal study area) 

c.5km south (medium range) 

(3) PGW (Po) 36 (POW) Llanerchydol Hall (Grade II*)  c.5.7km south-west (medium range) 

(4) PGW (Po) 35 (POW) Powis Castle Garden (Grade I) c.6km south-west (medium range) 

(5)  PGW(Po) 41 (POW)  Bryngwyn Hall (Grade II*) (NB. 
the south-eastern part of the essential setting is within 
the principal study area)  

c.11.2km north-west (long range) 

(6) PGW(Po) 31 (POW) Glansevern Hall (Grade II*)  c.11.4km south-west (long range) 

(7) PGW(Po) 32 (POW) Vaynor Park (Grade I)  c.12.6km south-west (long range) 

(8) PGW(Po) 42 (POW) Bodynfoel Hall (Grade II) (NB. 
the western edge of the essential setting is within the 
principal study area) 

c.13.2km north-west (long range) 

(9) PGW(Po) 58 (POW) Garthmyl Hall (Grade II) c.13.3km south-west (long range) 

Historic Landscape33 

Vale of Montgomery Historic Landscape No.35 c.7.8km south (long range) 

Conservation Areas (identified in the principal study area) 
(A) Welshpool c.4.5km south-west (medium range) 

(B) Llanymynech c.10.7km north (long range) 

(C) Bwlch-y-cibau c.11.5km north-west (long range) 

(D) Aberriw/Berriew c.12.2km south-west (long range) 

Scheduled Monuments (CADW) (identified in the principal study area within c.2.5km of the stack) 
(i) MG120 Strata Marcella Abbey c.1.7km west (close range) 

(ii) MG143 Crowther's Coppice Camp c.2.4km north-west (close range) 

(iii) MG224 Offa's Dyke: South of School House c.2.5km south-west (close range) 

 
31 National Trust, https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/powis-castle-and-garden, sourced July 2020 
32 The Welsh Government Historic Environment Service, http://cadw.gov.wales, sourced July 2020 
33 Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust, http://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/montgom/montgom.htm, 
sourced July 2020 
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4. MITIGATION MEASURES 

4.1. INTRODUCTION 
4.1.1. This Section sets out the mitigation measures which are incorporated into 

the Development and primarily concentrates on the landscape proposals 
illustrated by the Landscape Masterplan (Appendix 2) and Illustrative Cross 
Sections (1 to 6) (Appendix 3). Reference is made to relevant aspects of the 
architectural design. 

4.1.2. The photomontage views presented in the LVIA show proposed native 
woodland planting after c.10 years when trees will be c.6m to 8m high for 
illustrative purposes. As stated previously, during the operation phase, no 
allowance is given for the additional screening benefits offered by the 
proposed new planting identified by the Landscape Masterplan. 
Consideration is given to the screen bunds only. During the 
decommissioning phase, as proposed native woodland planting will remain 
in perpetuity, this will offer long term enhancement and mitigation for future 
employment uses at the Site. 

4.1.3. No further mitigation measures other than those already outlined in this 
Section have been identified during the LVIA. 

4.2. MITIGATION MEASURES INCORPORATED INTO THE 
DEVELOPMENT 

Landscape Masterplan 
4.2.1. The Landscape Masterplan has been devised to provide extensive 

mitigation as an integral part of the Development.  

4.2.2. The adopted strategy has been informed by a holistic approach, taking in 
account the overall Buttington Quarry site, rather than being solely designed 
for the operational life of the Development. This is an important factor when 
considering the landscape proposals in the long term. 

4.2.3. Key elements of the strategy include: 

� The existing Buttington Brickworks geological SSSI will not 
be affected by the Development; 

� Retained mature woodland on the southern Site boundary 
as part of the Development; 

� Remnant faces in the northern sector of the quarry will be 
restored; 

� A comprehensive screen bund design along the south-
western and south-eastern boundaries will ensure that a high 
proportion of the ERF and also Laydown Area 4 remains hidden 
from view; 
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� Extensive areas of native broadleaved woodland will be 
established on the screen bunds and restored northern quarry 
slopes to provide visual and biodiversity enhancement in the 
long term. Proposed planting will strengthen the existing 
framework of woodland both within and adjacent to the Site; 

� Provision for detailed landscape treatment of the new access 
road by creating areas of native broadleaved woodland together 
with open mosaic habitat and species-rich neutral grassland to 
the grass verges; and 

� SuDS measures include a surface water attenuation pond 
together with amphibian wetland and peripheral habitat creation. 

4.2.4. Appendix 3 includes the Illustrative Cross Sections (1 to 6). 

4.2.5. The Sections demonstrate the landform changes required to facilitate the 
Development and aspects of the Site such as topography elsewhere, 
existing and proposed native woodland. They also illustrate the context of 
the Site to its immediate environs.  

4.2.6. Sections 1 to 3 illustrate the footprint width of the ERF development base 
which will ensure that the much of the proposed ERF building and stack will 
be located within the large quarry void and effectively hidden from view 
outwith the Site. Whilst the arrangement of Site infrastructure including the 
Laydown Areas, car parking, yard area and other buildings will be screened 
by proposed landform changes and screen bunds (see Sections 1 to 4).  

4.2.7. The existing screen bund adjacent to Sale Lane and proposed screen bund 
along Heldre Lane will provide effective screening along both routes and 
elsewhere within close range and is explored later in the LVIA. Illustrative 
Cross Sections 2 to 4 demonstrate the effectiveness of the screen bund 
adjacent to Sale Lane. 

4.2.8. Sections 4 and 5 identify the location of the Buttington Brickworks geological 
SSSI which lies outwith the Site and will be unaffected by the Development. 

Architectural Design 
4.2.9. The Development incorporates a simplified building form and the selected 

cladding colours are designed to be sympathetic to the existing landscape 
setting and represent a positive design solution. More detailed information 
regarding the design process is provided in the Design and Access 
Statement. 

4.2.10. The main landscape and visual considerations include: 

� With regards to the landform and landuse of the Site. The ERF 
is set on a north-east to south-west configuration and 
situated in the quarry void in the central environs of the Site; 

� In terms of the wider landscape setting, the ERF is generally 
seen within a landform background, thus, with  predominant 
land colour and hues. The scale of ERF building is appropriate 
and in balance with the large scale nature of the landscape; 

� The proposed stack is bicolour to mitigate skyline views 
where available; 
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� Particular care has been given to consider potential views of 
the rooflines at the skyline. The main ERF building features a 
graduated roofline to avoid a boxy appearance; 

� The proposed cladding colour scheme is designed to merge 
and not contrast with the landscape. In addition, it intended to 
be regressive into views and not form a focus;  

� The ERF is well hidden from the environs of Trewern. Where 
it is seen from more elevated locations, it is only the upper part 
of the ERF building and stack that is visible and is appropriate in 
scale. The Site is at some distance from other settlement areas 
such as Welshpool; and 

� Careful consideration has been given to known sensitive 
receptors including views from cultural heritage sites such as 
Powis Castle and Garden together with views along key tourist 
routes into Wales. Such factors have influenced the siting of 
proposed built form and landscape proposals incorporated into 
the Landscape Masterplan. 

4.2.11. Section 6 of the LVIA includes the visual impact assessment and assesses 
the Development. It also considers winter views from specific Viewpoint 
Locations and explores the proposed cladding colour scheme during this 
seasonal period.  
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5. EFFECTS ON LANDSCAPE 
CHARACTER AND DESIGNATIONS  

5.1. INTRODUCTION 

5.1.1. This Section includes an evaluation of the potential effects of the 
Development on the landscape character and landscape designations 
relevant to the principal study area. 

5.1.2. For the purpose of this LVIA, direct effects on landscape character relate to 
those that alter aspects of the Site, for instance the removal of existing 
characteristic features or through the introduction of new elements. Indirect 
effects concern the perception of character in a wider sense and how it 
relates to the Site. The Methodology applied to assess landscape effects is 
provided in full in Appendix 1 and summarised in Section 2. 

5.1.3. With reference to direct effects on the Shropshire Hills (outliers) NLCA 
No.18, the Development is not of a scale during any of the phases whereby 
it would notably modify any key characteristics due to the size and diversity 
of the NLCA (Figure L1). Broadleaved woodland is present on lower slopes 
and the Landscape Masterplan will feature new native woodland planting 
which will offer long term visual and biodiversity benefits. There will be no 
indirect effects on other NLCAs and NCAs within the principal study area 
for the reasons outlined above. 

5.1.4. Landscape character at a more detailed level is classified through 
LANDMAP and The Shropshire Typology (2006). Guidance for the 
assessment of landscape effects has been provided through the LANDMAP 
Methodologies (NRW) and direction in the Adopted Powys Local 
Development Plan 2011 – 2026 (April 2018) and Landscape SPG (April 
2019) by Powys County Council. 

5.1.5. When reviewing this Section, reference should be made to Figure L1: Site 
Location and Landscape Character Classification (National Level), Figure 
L2: Landscape Designations and Figure L3: LANDMAP Visual and Sensory 
Aspect Areas (within 10km). The hatched areas on Figures L1 and L3 
denote the ZTV as an overlay for reference purposes. Figures L5 and L6 
demonstrate the detailed ZTV for the principal study area. The Landscape 
Masterplan is included in Appendix 2 with Illustrative Cross Sections (1 to 
6) in Appendix 3. 
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5.2. MAIN SOURCES OF IMPACT 

5.2.1. When considering landscape character, the main sources of change relate 
to: 

� During construction, ground modelling to facilitate the ERF 
and the earthworks to complete the existing screen bund along 
Sale Lane and proposed screen bunds elsewhere within the Site 
along with native broadleaved tree planting shown on the 
Landscape Masterplan;  

� During operation, the presence of the screen bunds and the 
ERF building including the energy recovery hall (46m high), 
waste reception hall (23m high) and stack (70m high). As part of 
mitigation measures, the choice of cladding colours is intended 
to be sympathetic to the landscape setting and uses prevailing 
natural shades of green and light brown hues; and 

� During decommissioning, removal of built form and ground 
restoration.  

5.2.2. As stated, during the operation phase, no allowance is made for the 
additional screening properties of the proposed native woodland planting 
shown on the Landscape Masterplan. Consideration is given during 
decommissioning, where it offers the prospect for long term neutral and 
beneficial effects.  

5.3. DIRECT EFFECTS ON LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

5.3.1. LANDMAP provides information on landscape character at a regional scale 
and through the five Aspect layers. 

5.3.2. At a regional scale, the Site is within the Mid-Wales Area Statement (2018). 
With regards to landscape change, the Development will be located within 
a greatly altered landscape due to quarry working rather than a greenfield 
site. It is identified for future employment uses through the Adopted Powys 
Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026 (April 2018). 

5.3.3. At a more detailed level, the Site is located in the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen 
to Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect Area. It is classified as 
Moderate (local importance) in the LANDMAP Overall Evaluation. With 
regards to the Evaluation Matrix, the following applies: Scenic quality (High), 
Integrity (Moderate), Character (Moderate) and Rarity (Low). Reference is 
made to attractive views outwith the Aspect Area of the ‘surrounding rolling 
and upland landscapes’. 

5.3.4. Table 5 presents the LANDMAP Evaluation and Recommendations 
together with B&A Site analysis. Although characteristics typical of the 
Aspect Area are found within the immediate vicinity including a pattern of 
agricultural fields (both arable and pasture) divided by hedgerows and small 
woodland blocks, important local variations occur within the Site. It includes 
a few distinctive attributes, notably the broad band of mature woodland on 
the southern Site boundary. Whereas, the majority of the Site represents a 
much changed landscape due to mineral extraction and currently includes 
typical features such as tracks, exposed mineral and a partially complete 
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screen bund. Overall, a Low-Medium sensitivity has been applied to the 
Site by B&A. 

5.3.5. The area encompassing the proposed ERF building and stack will be sited 
in the central environs of the Site within a quarry void. During the 
construction phase, the Development will require necessary ground 
modelling and earthworks to take place (see Appendix 3). The screen bund 
adjacent to Sale Lane will be completed. Along with other proposed screen 
bunds, this will be grass seeded and planted with native woodland trees as 
part of mitigation measures. Whilst during the operation phase, it will 
introduce new elements namely, the proposed ERF building and stack. The 
colours of the aforementioned buildings will be appropriate for the 
landscape setting.  

5.3.6. Decommissioning will involve the removal of built form and ground 
restoration. The proposals have the potential to provide neutral or 
potentially, beneficial effects. As new native woodland planting matures, it 
will provide long term enhancement and mitigation for future employment 
uses at the Site. Whilst the Landscape Masterplan also incorporates areas 
of open mosaic habitat and species-rich neutral grassland. SuDS measures 
include a surface water attenuation pond together with amphibian wetland 
and peripheral habitat creation.  

5.3.7. At a Site level, during construction, there will be a Medium to Large 
magnitude of impact and a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. In the 
operation phase, there will be a Medium magnitude of impact and a 
Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. The decommissioning phase will 
result in a Medium to Large magnitude of impact and Moderate (neutral) 
significance of effect overall but with the potential for long term beneficial 
effects as set out above. This could lead to a Small magnitude of impact 
and a Minor (beneficial) significance of effect.
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5.4. INDIRECT EFFECTS ON LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

Indirect Effects on the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden 
Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect Area 

5.4.1. In principal, the Development will have an indirect effect on the 
MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory 
Aspect Area which as noted, is classified as Moderate (local importance). 
Monitoring of the Aspect Area draws attention to the ‘Transitional landform 
between Breidden Hill, Long Mountain and the River Severn’. 

5.4.2. The Aspect Area extends to the north-east (c.6km), east (c.2.7km) and 
south-west (c.10km) of the Site. Viewpoint Location 1 to 4, 7, 9 to 14, 34 
and 35 are within this Visual and Sensory Aspect Area. A Medium 
sensitivity has been applied to the Aspect Area by B&A (outwith the Site). 

5.4.3. The ZTV broadly extends to the east and south within close range and to 
the north-east to medium range and is absent apart from a limited area to 
the long range (Figure L3).  

5.4.4. Indirect effects will be limited overall due to the current context of the Site, 
the nature of the Development and incorporated mitigation measures. 
During construction, there will be a Medium magnitude of impact and a 
Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. During operation, at a close 
range, there will be a Medium magnitude of impact and a Moderate 
(neutral) significance of effect. At a medium range, this will reduce to a 
Small or potentially, Very Small magnitude of impact and a Minor (neutral) 
significance of effect. During the decommissioning phase, there will be a 
Medium magnitude of impact and a Moderate (neutral) significance of 
effect overall. There is the potential for some long term beneficial effects to 
occur due to proposed native woodland planting as it matures, notably 
within close range. This has the potential to result in a Minor (beneficial) 
significance of effect within this distance range. 

Indirect Effects on Other Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas 
Within the Principal Study Area 

5.4.5. To assess indirect effects on other Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas within 
the principal study area, B&A has considered each Aspect Area in turn using 
the LANDMAP Evaluation Matrix and Overall Evaluation.  

5.4.6. Table 6 includes the LANDMAP results and gives an overview of the Aspect 
Area in the principal study area along with the B&A evaluation, assigned 
sensitivity and assessment of effects. Indirect landscape effects are 
evaluated where the Development will be visible and the Viewpoint 
Locations assessed in the LVIA are listed in the same table. The hatched 
areas on Figure L3 denote the ZTV as an overlay for reference purposes. It 
is shown on in more detail on Figures L5 and L6. The defined ZTV will be 
reduced given that it is founded on landform and key areas of existing 
woodland digitised from OS data. 
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5.4.7. There will be No Impact during all phases in relation to the following Visual 
and Sensory Aspect Areas within long range (beyond 6km) to the north-
west, south and south-west of the Site: 

� MNTGMVS714 Vyrnwy Rolling Lowlands (c.7km north-west); 
� MNTGMVS736 Bwlch-y-cibau Lowlands (c.10km north-west); 
� MNTGMVS962 Llanfyllin Mosaic South (c.10.7km north-west); 
� MNTGMVS720 Berriew (c.11.5km south-west);  
� MNTGMVS722 Garthmyl Rolling Farmland (c.12.4km south-

west);  
� MNTGMVS745 Garthmyl (c.12.7km south); 
� MNTGMVS651 Rhiw (c.13.3km south-west);  
� MNTGMVS899 Tregynon Rolling Hills (c.13.7km south-west);  
� MNTGMVS434 Montgomery Mosaic Rolling Farmland (c.13.8km 

south); and  
� MNTGMVS946 Llandyssil Hill and Scarp Grazing (c.14.4km 

south-west).  

Table 6: Summary of Indirect Effects on Visual and Sensory Aspect 
Areas Within the Principal Study Area 

LANDMAP B&A EVALUATION (LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY) AND ASSESSMENT 
OF EFFECTS 

Immediate vicinity (within 500m) 

MNTGMVS650 River Severn Flood Plain (c.300m north) (Viewpoint Location 8, 20 to 22, 26, 28 and 30) 

Aspect Area Summary: The Aspect Area is described 
as a significant open valley with a medium to large field 
pattern and a varied settlements. There is a negative 
influence due to urban areas and road corridors. 
Attractive views include of Breidden Hill to the north and 
adjacent areas of higher wooded/mosaic farmland and 
hill slopes. Reference is made to the latter regarding a 
special/functional link with an adjacent area. 
LANDMAP Evaluation and Overall Evaluation: 
Scenic Quality and Integrity is categorised as Moderate 
with Character and Rarity as High. The Overall 
Evaluation is Moderate. 

Overview of the Aspect Area in the Principal Study Area: The Aspect 
Area applies to the Severn Valley and broadly extends to the north and 
south-west of the Site. It comprises agricultural fields at a low elevation 
and the main transport corridors (road and rail). The Aspect Area is within 
the immediate vicinity of the Site (north and west) and continues to c.2km 
north-east (close range), c.9.6km north (long range) and c.15km (long 
range). B&A has assigned a Medium landscape sensitivity to this Aspect 
Area. 
The ZTV (Figure L3) applies to the majority of the Aspect Area. However, 
effects will apply to close and medium range, whilst long range effects will 
be greatly reduced. 
During Construction: There will be a Medium magnitude of impact and 
a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. 
During Operation: At a close range, there will be a Medium magnitude 
of impact and a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. At a medium 
range, there will be a Very Small magnitude of impact and a Minor 
(neutral) significance of effect.  
During Decommissioning: There will be a Medium magnitude of impact 
and a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. 

Close range (500m to 3km) 

MNTGMVS301 Long Mountain (c.950m south) (Viewpoint Location 5 and 6) 

Aspect Area Summary: The Aspect Area is described 
as an area of managed upland grazing. The lack of 
treecover provides expansive views including east 
towards Long Mynd and west of the Severn Valley and 
distant upland hills. Reference is made to the strong 
visual links with Breidden Hill and the Severn Valley. 
LANDMAP Evaluation and Overall Evaluation: 
LANDMAP categorises Scenic Quality as Moderate and 
Integrity, Character and Rarity as High. The Overall 
Evaluation is High. 

Overview of the Aspect Area in the Principal Study Area: The Aspect 
Area is within close range to the south and the lower slopes (around 
Heldre Hill and Oak Plantation) are within the principal study area. There 
is a limited area south at a medium range. However, the majority of the 
Aspect Area is outwith the principal study area. The presence of Long 
Mountain is an important visual feature and provides a backdrop for 
easterly views. Expansive views are available. B&A has assigned a High 
landscape sensitivity to this Aspect Area.  
The ZTV (Figure L3) applies to a small area c.1.6km south-east (close 
range) and a restricted area c.2.9km south (medium range). 
During Construction: There will be a Small magnitude of impact and a 
Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. 
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LANDMAP B&A EVALUATION (LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY) AND ASSESSMENT 
OF EFFECTS 

During Operation: There will be a Small magnitude of impact and a 
Moderate (neutral) significance of effect.  
During Decommissioning: There will be a Small magnitude of impact 
and a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. 

MNTGMVS612 Guilsfield Rolling Farmlands (c.1.8km north-west) (Viewpoint Location 19, 24 and 29) 

Aspect Area Summary: The Aspect Area is described 
as an extensive area of rolling hillsides and pasture 
land with rounded hill tops. Attention is drawn to 
attractive views towards upland areas. There is limited 
intrusion by modern development. 
LANDMAP Evaluation and Overall Evaluation: 
LANDMAP categorises Scenic Quality, Integrity and 
Character are categorised as High. Rarity is recorded 
as Moderate. The Overall Evaluation is High.  

Overview of the Aspect Area in the Principal Study Area: The 
northern, eastern and southern periphery falls within the principal study 
area. However, the majority of the Aspect Area is outwith. The eastern 
environs are within close range (c.1.8km). The Aspect Area offers wide 
ranging views. Whilst the presence of rolling hills and large woodland 
tracts is an important visual feature and provides a backdrop for westerly 
views. B&A has assigned a High landscape sensitivity to this Aspect 
Area.  
The ZTV (Figure L3) applies to small areas to c.2.8km north-west (close 
range) and to the north towards c.5km (medium range). In addition, there 
are isolated zones beyond close range to the south-west. 
During Construction: There will be a Small magnitude of impact and a 
Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. 
During Operation: There will be a Very Small magnitude of impact and a 
Minor (neutral) significance of effect. 
During Decommissioning: There will be a Small magnitude of impact 
and a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. 

MNTGMVS620 Breidden Hill (c.2.2km north-east) (Viewpoint Location 16 to 18) 

Aspect Area Summary: Reference is made to the well 
wooded lower slopes and the presence of Criggion 
Quarry on its western flank. There are open panoramic 
views of the Severn Valley and upland areas from the 
summit. A strong visual link is noted between Breidden 
Hill and the Severn Valley. 
LANDMAP Evaluation and Overall Evaluation: 
Scenic Quality, Character and Rarity are categorised as 
High. Integrity is Low. The Overall Evaluation is 
Moderate.  

Overview of the Aspect Area in the Principal Study Area: A broad arc 
(clockwise) south-east to the north-west of Breidden Hill is within the 
principal study area, whilst the northern part of Breidden Hill is outwith. 
The presence of quarrying does not greatly influence the Aspect Area in 
the principal study area and Breidden Hill provides expansive views 
towards the Site and is an important visual feature as a backdrop for 
views. B&A has assigned a High landscape sensitivity to this Aspect 
Area.  
The ZTV (Figure L3) applies to a number of isolated areas of Breidden Hill 
including the summit and on the lower slopes. The majority of Breidden 
Hill is outwith the ZTV. 
During Construction: There will be a Very Small magnitude of impact 
and a Minor (neutral) significance of effect. 
During Operation: There will be a Very Small magnitude of impact and a 
Minor (neutral) significance of effect. 
During Decommissioning: There will be a Very Small magnitude of 
impact and a Minor (neutral) significance of effect. 

MNTGMVS762 Welshpool (c.2.5km south-west) (Viewpoint Location 23) 

Aspect Area Summary: There is a distinctive well 
maintained market town centre with a range of different 
amenities near the livestock market. This includes a 
mixture of residential, commercial and light industrial 
development together with business park at Buttington 
Cross. Attractive views include to the east towards 
Long Mountain and Breidden Hill. 
LANDMAP Evaluation and Overall Evaluation: 
Scenic Quality, Character and Rarity are classified as 
High and Integrity is Moderate. The Overall Evaluation 
is High.  

Overview of the Aspect Area in the Principal Study Area: The Aspect 
Area is within close range to the south-west of the Site and the majority of 
the Aspect Area is within the principal study area. The northern and 
eastern environs of the town include industrial estates and other 
commercial activity. This includes the Buttington Cross Enterprise Park 
and the Welshpool Livestock Sales building in the north and the Severn 
Farm Industrial Estate and the Hanfaes Lane Industrial Estate to the east. 
The main transport corridors (road and rail) pass through the town. B&A 
has assigned a Medium landscape sensitivity to this Aspect Area.  
The ZTV (Figure L3) applies to most of the Aspect Area apart from areas 
in the central environs and on the south-western edge. 
During Construction: There will be a Small magnitude of impact and a 
Minor-Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. 
During Operation: There will be a Very Small magnitude of impact and a 
Minor (neutral) significance of effect. 
During Decommissioning: There will be a Small magnitude of impact 
and a Minor-Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. 

Medium range (3km to 6km) 

MNTGMVS549 Ardleen (c.4.9km north) (No Viewpoint Location) 

Aspect Area Summary: The settlement is located 
along the A483. Reference is made to attractive views 
to the east and west. 
LANDMAP Evaluation and Overall Evaluation: 
Scenic Quality, Integrity and Character is categorised 
as Low and Rarity is classified as Moderate. The 
Overall Evaluation is Low.  

Overview of the Aspect Area in the Principal Study Area: The Aspect 
Area consists of two separate areas along the A483 and both are located 
within the principal study area at medium range. B&A has assigned a 
Medium landscape sensitivity to this Aspect Area as it constitutes a 
village settlement and includes a section of the Montgomery Canal. 
Viewpoint Location 28 is to the south of Ardleen from the A483.  
The ZTV (Figure L3) applies to the entire Aspect Area.  
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LANDMAP B&A EVALUATION (LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY) AND ASSESSMENT 
OF EFFECTS 

During Construction: There will be a Negligible magnitude of impact 
and resultant significance of effect (neutral). 
During Operation: There will be a Negligible magnitude of impact and 
resultant significance of effect (neutral). 
During Decommissioning: There will be a Negligible magnitude of 
impact and resultant significance of effect (neutral). 

Long range (beyond 6km) 

MNTGMVS819 Castle Caereinion Farmlands (c.8km south-west) (Viewpoint Location 25 and 27) 

Aspect Area Summary: The Aspect Area includes 
attractive views across ridges of agricultural fields. 
LANDMAP Evaluation and Overall Evaluation: 
Scenic Quality and Integrity are categorised as High 
with Character and Rarity as Moderate. The Overall 
Evaluation is Moderate.  

Overview of the Aspect Area in the Principal Study Area: The Aspect 
Area falls within the south-western periphery of the principal study area at 
a long range (c.8km). Viewpoint Location 25 and 27 demonstrate the 
potential views from this Aspect Area. They also have glimpsed views of 
lowland areas including the Site and more distant hill formations such as 
Long Mountain, Breidden Hill, Moel y Golfa and Middletown Hill within the 
principal study area and beyond towards the Shropshire Plain. B&A has 
assigned a Medium landscape sensitivity to this Aspect Area.  
The ZTV (Figure L3) applies to isolated areas primarily in the north-
eastern and central environs of the Aspect Area. 
During Construction: There will be a Negligible magnitude of impact 
and resultant significance of effect (neutral). 
During Operation: There will be a Negligible magnitude of impact and 
resultant significance of effect (neutral). 
During Decommissioning: There will be a Negligible magnitude of 
impact and resultant significance of effect (neutral). 

MNTGMVS513 Llanymynech Hill (c.10.8km north) (Viewpoint Location 31) 

Aspect Area Summary: The Aspect Area features a 
low steep sided hill which rises up from lowland areas 
and evidence of quarry working. Attractive views 
include the Severn Valley and more distant upland 
areas. The explanatory text for Scenic Quality refers to 
the good views from the summit of Llanymynech Hill of 
both the Severn Valley and Breidden Hill. 
LANDMAP Evaluation and Overall Evaluation: 
Scenic Quality, Character and Rarity are categorised as 
Moderate and Integrity is Low. The Overall Evaluation 
is Low. 

Overview of the Aspect Area in the Principal Study Area: The Aspect 
Area falls within the northern edge of the principal study area at a long 
range (c.10.8km). The evidence of quarry working does not greatly 
influence the Aspect Area in the principal study area and Llanymynech Hill 
provides panoramic views encompassing the Site. B&A has assigned a 
Medium landscape sensitivity to this Aspect Area. 
A review of the ZTV (Figure L5) showed that it applies to the majority of 
the Aspect Area. 
During Construction: There will be a Very Small magnitude of impact 
and a Minor (neutral) significance of effect. 
During Operation: There will be a Negligible magnitude of impact and 
resultant significance of effect (neutral). 
During Decommissioning: There will be a Very Small magnitude of 
impact and a Minor (neutral) significance of effect. 

MNTGMVS875 Llanfyllin Mosaic North (c.11.2km north) (Viewpoint Location 33) 

Aspect Area Summary: The Aspect Area features 
rolling hill and scarp mosaic farmland and includes 
attractive views over surrounding lowland farmland. 
LANDMAP Evaluation and Overall Evaluation: 
Scenic Quality, Integrity and Character are classified as 
High and Rarity as Moderate. The Overall Evaluation is 
High.  

Overview of the Aspect Area in the Principal Study Area: A broad 
band falls within the north-western edge of the principal study area at a 
long range. The Aspect Area provides extensive views and forms part of 
the backdrop for westerly views. B&A has assigned a High landscape 
sensitivity to this Aspect Area.  
A review of the ZTV (Figure L5) showed that it applies to isolated areas at 
a higher elevation. 
During Construction: There will be a Very Small magnitude of impact 
and a Minor (neutral) significance of effect. 
During Operation: There will be a Negligible magnitude of impact and 
resultant significance of effect (neutral). 
During Decommissioning: There will be a Very Small magnitude of 
impact and a Minor (neutral) significance of effect. 

Indirect Effects on Landscape Types 
5.4.8. Landscape Types identified in The Shropshire Landscape Typology (2006) 

broadly apply to the eastern and northern parts of the principal study area 
beyond c.2.6km and c.10km respectively. The ZTV (Figure L5) has been 
reviewed and broadly applies to the following LTs: 

� Pasture Hills LT: c.2.7km east (close range) and c.11.9km 
north-west (long range); 
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� Settled Pastoral Farmlands LT: c.2.6km east (close range) 
and c.3.5km east (medium range) and c.10.3km north (long 
range) (see Viewpoint Location 15); 

� Wooded Hills and Farmlands LT: c.14.1km north (long range) 
(see Viewpoint Location 32); 

� Upland Smallholdings LT: c.11.3km north (long range); and 
� Lowland Moss LT: (c.9.5km north and a separate area 

c.11.3km north) (long range). 

5.4.9. There will be a Negligible magnitude of impact and resultant significance 
of effect (neutral) during all phases with regards to the above LTs.  

5.4.10. There will be No Impact in relation to the Enclosed Lowland Heaths LT 
(c.6.6km north-east), Principal Timbered Farmlands LT (c.13.3km north) 
and Timbered Plateau Farmlands LT (c.14.7km north). 

5.5. CUMULATIVE EFFECTS 

5.5.1. Cumulative effects have been considered in relation to large scale 
commercial development such as warehouses along the main road network 
(e.g. A458 and A483) and on the edge of settlements, namely at Buttington 
and Welshpool. The Site is sufficiently separate from existing development  
which is also demonstrated by the photographs used for the Visual Impact 
Assessment in Section 6. The Development will not result in adverse 
cumulative effects. 

5.6. LANDSCAPE CAPACITY 

5.6.1. The majority of the Site is an altered landscape due to quarrying activities. 
As such, it is not a natural landscape in the context of the wider character 
and it demonstrates only a limited range of the distinctive attributes of the 
MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory 
Aspect Area.  

5.6.2. Furthermore, the Site lies within a broad area where infrastructure, housing 
and industrial development etc. have either altered or removed key 
characteristics of landscape value. Therefore, some variation can take 
place without necessarily undermining the basis of the Aspect Area. 
Therefore, a Medium capacity has been assigned by B&A (i.e. a landscape 
which could accommodate change in certain circumstances). 

5.6.3. In this instance, consideration must be given to the Site location, current 
situation, topographic context and comprehensive design scheme as part 
of the Development. Of particular relevance is the Landscape Masterplan 
which will incorporate the wider environs of the existing quarry.  

5.6.4. Taking the above into account, the following is of note: 

� During construction, substantial areas of native woodland 
planting will be established on a series of new screening 
embankments (bunds). The broad band of mature woodland on 
the southern Site boundary will be retained;  
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� During operation, the Development will introduce new elements 
namely, the proposed ERF building and stack which will feature 
appropriate colour cladding for the landscape setting; and 

� During decommissioning, the proposed native woodland 
planting shown on the Landscape Masterplan will mature and 
provide long term enhancement and mitigation for future 
employment uses at the Site. 

5.6.5. In conclusion, the identified effects are not overbearing upon the current 
features of landscape value or in visual terms.  

5.6.6. There is sufficient capacity within the Aspect Area to enable the 
Development without significant or overriding adverse effects to both the 
character and value of the adjoining landscape. In the case of new native 
woodland planting, such effects are more likely to offer a beneficial 
contribution notably within close range in the Aspect Area.  
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5.7. EFFECTS ON LANDSCAPE DESIGNATIONS 

5.7.1. The Site is not located in a statutory or non-statutory landscape designation 
(Figure L2). Table 7 details the assessment of effects for the landscape 
designations identified in Appendix 1 (Table 1A). The hatched areas on 
Figure L2 denote the ZTV as an overlay for reference purposes. It is shown 
on in more detail on Figures L5 and L6 and has been reviewed. 

5.7.2. Further to the above, there are a number of Listed Buildings within c.2km of 
the Site and the nearest are just beyond c.1km within close range:  

� Middle Heldre Farmhouse, Grade II (c.1.2km east): The ZTV 
review indicates that the stack might be visible from the property 
which includes a farmhouse and large agricultural buildings. 
Fieldwork and Site assessment identified localised vegetation 
along Heldre Lane and more restricted views towards the Site 
when compared to the Severn Valley to the south which forms 
part of the setting. There will be No Impact due to the 
Development; 

� Buttington Old Hall Farmhouse, Grade II (c.1.3km south-
west): Outwith the ZTV and there will be No Impact due to the 
Development; and 

� Trewern Hall, Grade II* (c.1.3km north): The ZTV review 
indicates that there are potential views of the ERF building and 
stack from the vicinity of Trewern Hall. The property is arranged 
on a north-west to south-east alignment and includes areas of 
mature vegetation immediately to the south. There is the 
potential for some limited views of crane movements and other 
aspects (e.g. building construction and scaffolding) associated 
with the building of the ERF during construction and 
decommissioning. In addition, views of the ERF building and 
stack against the skyline during operation will be available. 
Direct views of the lower parts of the proposed built form will be 
limited by intervening vegetation outwith the Site. With regards 
to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the cladding will 
assist in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural 
visual setting. There could be a Very Small magnitude of impact 
and a Minor (adverse) significance of effect for residents (upper 
floor windows) during the all phases (worst case scenario). 
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6. ASSESSMENT OF VISUAL EFFECTS  

6.1. INTRODUCTION 

6.1.1. This Section assesses the potential impacts and likely visual effects of the 
Development on the baseline situation previously described. 

6.1.2. Figure L7: Photograph Location Plan (Northern area) and Figure L8: 
Photograph Location Plan (Southern area) identify the 35 Viewpoint 
Locations assessed as part of the LVIA. Receptors include residents, road 
users, visitors to Powis Castle and footpath users including on the Offa’s 
Dyke National Trail. The Methodology applied to assess visual effects is 
provided in full in Appendix 1 and summarised in Section 2. 

6.1.3. Figures L9 to L109 present the individual viewpoint photographs. This 
includes panoramic photographs, single frame photograph enlargements 
and photomontage views for each Viewpoint Location apart from for 
Viewpoint Locations 34 and 35 which assess the access road. 

6.1.4. When reviewing this Section, reference should be made to Figure L5: Zone 
of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) Northern Area and Figure L6: Zone of 
Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) Southern Area. Figure L2 identifies the 
designations referred to in the text. The Landscape Masterplan is included 
in Appendix 2. Illustrative Cross Sections (1 to 6) are provided in Appendix 
3 and are referred to for specific Viewpoint Locations.  

6.1.5. Cumulative effects are addressed in separately later in this Section. 
Consideration is given to winter views including with regards to the 
proposed cladding colour scheme of the ERF (Appendix 12), plume visibility 
in general terms and from Viewpoint Location 11 in Trewern (Appendix 14) 
and the proposed lighting scheme from selected Viewpoint Locations 
(Appendix 11).  

6.2. MAIN SOURCES OF VISUAL IMPACT 

6.2.1. It was evident from early studies that the nature of the Development would 
lead to large areas of visibility.  

6.2.2. Likely views were considered to be more acceptable if the architectural style 
was sympathetic to the landscape setting, rather than promoting built form 
which might have architectural merit but did not complement the existing 
context. The design process is set out in detail in the Design and Access 
Statement included in the ES. Mitigation measures form a key part of the 
Development and thus, reduce the sources of visual impact and are set out 
in Section 4 of the LVIA.  
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6.2.3. With reference to the Development, the main sources of change relate to: 

� During construction, ground modelling to facilitate the ERF 
and the earthworks to complete the existing screen bund along 
Sale Lane and the proposed screen bunds elsewhere within the 
Site along with native broadleaved tree planting shown on the 
Landscape Masterplan. The screen bunds offer effective 
screening features at close range and additional woodland 
planting will help to integrate the bunds at a close and medium 
range. Views of crane movements and other aspects (e.g. 
building construction, scaffolding and ground works) associated 
with the building of the ERF are also considered;  

� During operation, views of the upper elevations and rooflines 
of the ERF building including the energy recovery hall (46m 
high), waste reception hall (23m high) and stack (70m high). As 
part of mitigation measures, the selection of cladding colours is 
intended to be sympathetic to the landscape setting and uses 
prevailing natural shades of green and light brown hues. Studies 
have shown these will be an appropriate use of colour in both 
summer and winter scenes. This aspect is examined for 
selected winter views. The presence of the grassed screen 
bunds is taken into account; and 

� During decommissioning, removal of built form and ground 
restoration.  

6.2.4. The construction and decommissioning phases will involve similar effects 
resulting from crane movements (i.e. erection and removal of buildings). 
Overall, decommissioning is likely to have less impact in comparison given 
that earthworks and ground modelling associated with the construction 
phase will not be required.  

6.2.5. During the operation phase, no allowance is made for the additional 
screening benefits offered by the proposed native woodland planting 
illustrated by the Landscape Masterplan. Consideration is given to the 
screen bunds only. During decommissioning, the presence of the screen 
bunds and proposed native woodland planting as it matures may contribute 
to a reduction of magnitude of impact and subsequent effects particularly 
within close range. It may also enhance the existing landscape setting in 
broader terms. 

6.2.6. The formation of the Site access road by HGVs is considered separately 
through Viewpoint Location 34 and 35. 

6.3. DESCRIPTION OF THE ZONE OF THEORETICAL VISIBILITY 
AND SELECTION OF VIEWPOINT LOCATIONS 

6.3.1. Figures L5 and L6 demonstrate the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) 
which has been identified using computer based analysis established on the 
potential visibility of the stack (purple shading) and the upper roof section of 
the ERF combined with the stack (blue shading). This is based on a 70m 
high stack.  
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6.3.2. However, it should be noted that this is founded on landform and key areas 
of existing woodland digitised from OS data. Proposed native woodland 
planting on the screen bunds as part of the broader landscape strategy for 
the Development were not incorporated into the model to define the ZTV.  

6.3.3. As a broad assessment tool it then enables a more detailed level of 
appraisal. It is particularly relevant to visual impact assessment but also 
enables an evaluation of landscape character effects.   

6.3.4. Generally, a combination of topography and the presence of some 
woodland elsewhere within the principal study area plays an important role 
in restricting wider views of the proposed ERF building and stack. However, 
topography is the key determining factor. Assessment of the visibility of the 
stack compared to the ERF building has been undertaken to understand 
where the stack may become visible in isolation, namely without context to 
the overall Development. In such cases, this may result in an adverse rather 
than neutral effect. The ZTV is summarised as follows: 

� In the immediate vicinity of the Site (within 500m), the ZTV 
indicates that the stack is broadly in view apart from to the west 
of the Site. Views of the upper elevations of the ERF building 
are more limited to the north-west of the A438 due to the 
adjacent landform and woodland and to the south-west due to 
topography south Heldre Lane; 

� At a close range (from 500m to 3km), views of both the upper 
elevations of the ERF building and stack are possible forming an 
arc (clockwise) north-west to north-east, with two further areas 
to the south-west and east. There are areas where the ZTV 
indicates that views of the stack will be likely, to the east near 
Middle Heldre and also to the west at this distance range;  

� The ZTV indicates that there will be a lack of views, broadly 
forming a band east to south (clockwise) beyond c.1.5km 
due to landform and some mixed woodland tracts. This also 
applies to the west within the same distance range near 
Crowther’s Coppice and Allt Wood; 

� At a medium range (from 3km to 6km), the ZTV demonstrates 
that views of the upper elevations of the ERF building and stack 
will be available broadly to the north and south-west, together 
with more isolated areas to the north-east. In addition, there are 
limited areas where the stack might be in view. At this distance, 
views of the Development become more restricted notably 
forming a belt east to south-west (clockwise) and also to the 
north-east and west of the Site. This also applies at long range 
(beyond 6km); and  

� The ZTV indicates that at long range, views of the upper 
elevations of the ERF building and stack continue to the north of 
the Site and become more intermittent to the south-west and 
north-west. 
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6.3.5. The Viewpoint Locations assessed in the LVIA are summarised as follows: 

� Immediate Vicinity and Close Range Views to the South-
East, South and South-West: Viewpoint Location 1 to 7 
examine views for residents (ground and first floor 
locations/gardens) and road users in the immediate vicinity and 
for the same receptor groups and also footpath users in close 
range. Both static and sequential views are assessed from 
Heldre Lane (Viewpoint Location 1, 2 and 4) and from the 
footpath network (Viewpoint Location 3 and 5 to 7); 

� Close and Medium Range Views to the North, North-East 
and East: Viewpoint Location 8 to 18 explore views for 
residents (ground floor locations/gardens and upper floor 
windows), road users and footpath users. Consideration is given 
to walkers (general recreation) and from an established viewing 
point at Rodney's Pillar. Sequential views are appraised from 
the A458 (Viewpoint Location 8 and 9), from part of the same 
route (Viewpoint Location 15) and from Garreg Bank in Trewern 
(Viewpoint Location 10 and 11). Static views are considered 
from lanes (Viewpoint Location 12 to 14), the footpath network 
(Viewpoint Location 16) and an established viewing point at 
Rodney's Pillar (Viewpoint Location 18). Viewpoint Location 17 
is representative of some sequential views from a footpath on 
Middletown Hill; 

� Close Range Views to the North-West: Viewpoint Location 19 
to 21 consider views for footpath users on the Offa’s Dyke 
National Trail and general footpath network, residents (ground 
floor locations/gardens) and road users. Viewpoint Location 19 
represents a static view from the footpath network. Whilst 
Viewpoint Location 20 and 21 present sequential views (the 
former intermittent);  

� Close and Medium Range Views to the South-West: 
Viewpoint Location 22 and 23 evaluate views from the Offa’s 
Dyke National Trail, residents (upper floor windows) and 
workers at nearby employment areas and road users. Viewpoint 
Location 22 is a sequential view from the A458 at Buttington 
Bridge. Viewpoint Location 23 is static view from the B4381 at 
Welshpool; 

� Long Range Views to the South-West: Viewpoint Location 24 
to 27 assess views for visitors to Powis Castle, footpath users 
and for road users. Static views comprise Viewpoint Location 24 
(Powis Castle) and at Viewpoint Location 25, a trig point on Y 
Golfa (Welshpool Golf Club). Sequential views are considered 
from the A483 (Viewpoint Location 26) and footpath network 
(Viewpoint Location 27); 
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� Medium and Long Range Views to the North, North-East 
and North-West: Viewpoint Location 28 to 33 explore views for 
residents (ground floor locations/gardens and upper floor 
windows) and road users. Views for footpath users on the Offa’s 
Dyke National Trail, Severn Way long distance footpath and 
general footpath network are assessed. Consideration is given 
to recreation users at Llanymynech Golf Club and walkers 
(general recreation). Sequential views are considered from the 
A483 (Viewpoint Location 28) and the footpath network 
(Viewpoint Location 30). Static views are evaluated from the 
road network (Viewpoint Location 29), footpaths (Viewpoint 
Location 31 and 32) and vantage points (Viewpoint Location 33); 
and 

� Views from the Access Road: Viewpoint Location 34 and 35 
assess views for road users due to the access road.. 

6.4. VIEWPOINT LOCATIONS 

6.4.1. The Viewpoint Locations have been chosen as being representative of the 
range of potential views of the Site and to enable an assessment of the 
landscape and visual effects resulting from the Development. In so doing, it 
informs the overall conclusion of the visual capacity.  

6.4.2. The selection of Viewpoint Locations has taken into account comments in 
the Scoping Direction and following the recent pre-application consultation 
process. Viewpoint Location 24 is from Powis Castle and the photograph is 
taken from the upper garden terrace on the north-eastern side of Powis 
Castle. B&A has been informed by Powys County Council that a planning 
application has been submitted to open up the east garden of Powis Castle 
to the public. On the basis of information received, B&A consider that the 
Viewpoint Location included in this LVIA and assessment to be a rigorous 
choice. 

6.4.3. Figures L7 and L8 identify the 35 Viewpoint Locations which are assessed 
as part of the LVIA. Table 8 lists the Viewpoint Locations, describes the 
location of the photograph, the identified receptor (sensitivity) and 
distance/direction (range) from the Site. The immediate vicinity of the Site 
is classified as within 500m, close range from 500m to 3km and medium 
range from 3km to 6km. Long range is beyond 6km. 

6.4.4. For each Viewpoint Location, a narrative is provided of the current situation 
including aspects concerning the Site. An assessment of effects during each 
phase of the Development is set out. The evaluation takes into account the 
design, layout and siting of the Development along with mitigation measures 
described in Section 4, such as the proposed cladding colour scheme and 
screen bunds etc.  

6.4.5. The accompanying Figures identify the Site location (panoramic 
photographs) and aspects of the Site in more detail in the existing view 
(single photograph enlargement). The photomontage views show the ERF 
building and stack. Proposed tree planting is illustrated in summer after c.10 
years when trees will be c.6m to 8m high. Where the screen bund is a key 
screening feature in close range views, the alignment and topmost part of 
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the bund is shown on the photomontage view to enable an evaluation of the 
visual context without any established woodland. As stated, the assessment 
does not take into account proposed native woodland planting and its 
screening properties during the operation phase. 

6.4.6. Table 9: Summary of Visual Effects summarises the findings of the visual 
impact assessment.  

Table 8: Viewpoint Locations 

VP 
NO. LOCATION DESCRIPTION RECEPTOR 

(SENSITIVITY) 
DISTANCE/DIRECTION 

(RANGE) 

Immediate Vicinity and Close Range Views to the South-East, South and South-West 

1 

From Heldre Lane 
immediately west 
of Whitehouse 
Farm 

Taken from the access 
track immediately 
alongside Heldre Lane to 
best imitate potential 
upper floor views from the 
residential property and 
adjacent environs. 

Residents (both ground 
and potential first floor 
locations/gardens) 
(High) and road users 
(Low) 

300m south-west 
(immediate vicinity) 

2 From Heldre Lane 

Taken from grass verge 
alongside Heldre Lane, to 
best imitate potential 
views gained from 
vehicles travelling 
northward on the Lane. 

Road users (Low) 480m south-east 
(immediate vicinity) 

3 

From public 
footpath 
immediately south 
of Nelly Andrews' 
Green 

Assumed location of the 
footpath alongside a farm 
track to enable northward 
views to the Site. 

Footpath users 
(Medium) 710m south (close range) 

4 From Heldre Lane 
at Upper Heldre 

From gateway adjacent to 
Heldre Lane to best 
demonstrate potential 
maximum views from 
Heldre Lane including 
adjacent residential 
properties. 

Residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) 
(High) and road users 
(Low) 

990m south-east (close 
range) 

5 

From public 
footpath south of 
Buttington leading 
towards the 
Longmountain 

From assumed location of 
definitive route on the 
north side of Oak 
Plantation. 

Footpath users 
(Medium) 1.3km south (close range) 

6 
From public 
footpath on 
Heldre Hill 

From assumed location of 
footpath route. 

Footpath users 
(Medium) 

1.4km south-east (close 
range) 

7 
From Brunant, 
immediately south 
of Pob Ceiniog 

From a farm track. 

Residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) 
(High) and footpath 
users (Medium) 

1.65km south-east (close 
range) 

Close and Medium Range Views to the North, North-East and East  

8 From A458 at 
Cefn 

From footpath (pavement) 
alongside main road. 

Residents (upper floor 
windows) (Medium) and 
road users (Low) 

1.1km north-east (close 
range) 

9 From A458 at 
Trewern 

From grass verge at 
junction with Garreg Bank 
alongside main road. 

Residents (upper floor 
windows) (Medium) and 
road users (Low)  

1.9km north-east (close 
range) 

10 
From Garreg 
Bank (lower), 
Trewern 

From vehicle passing bay 
alongside public road. 

Residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) 
(High) and road users 
(Low) 

1.7km north-east (close 
range) 
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VP 
NO. LOCATION DESCRIPTION RECEPTOR 

(SENSITIVITY) 
DISTANCE/DIRECTION 

(RANGE) 

11 
From Garreg 
Bank (upper), 
Trewern 

From roadside where 
hedge gap has been 
formed. 

Residents (upper floor 
windows) (Medium) and 
road users (Low) 

1.9km north-east (close 
range) 

12 From Criggion 
Lane, Trewern 

From grass verge 
alongside public road. 

Residents (upper floor 
windows) (Medium) and 
road users (Low) 

1.7km north-east (close 
range) 

13 

From lane at 
Golfa Bank and 
adjacent to The 
Old Shop Cottage 

From field gateway 
immediately alongside 
public road. 

Residents (upper floor 
windows) (Medium) and 
road users (Low) 

2.3km north-east (close 
range) 

14 
From Bacheldre 
Lane adjacent to 
Oak Grange 

From public road. 

Residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) 
(High) and road users 
(Low) 

3.5km east (medium range) 

15 From A458 west 
of Wollaston 

From gateway alongside 
public road. Road users (Low) 5.6km east (medium range) 

16 From Moel y 
Golfa 

From woodland clearing 
on used route of footpath. 

Footpath users 
(Medium) 

3km north-east (close 
range) 

17 From Middletown 
Hill 

From the upper part of 
Middletown Hill. 
 

Walkers (general 
recreation) (Medium) 

5km north-east (medium 
range) 

18 From Rodney's 
Pillar 

From the south-western 
side of Rodney's Pillar. 

Established viewing 
point at Rodney's Pillar 
(High) 

5km north (medium range) 

Close Range Views to the North-West 

19 

From public 
footpath near 
Coppice East 
Farm (near Pool 
Quay) 

From edge of open field 
near footpath stile. 

Residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) 
(High) and footpath 
users (Medium) 

2.3km north-west (close 
range) 

20 From A483 at 
Pool Quay 

From gateway on edge of 
the public road and 
adjacent to the footpath 
stile. 

Offa’s Dyke Path 
National Trail users 
(High) and road users 
(Low) 

1.8km north-west (close 
range) 

21 

From A483 near 
Pool Quay at 
Strata Marcella 
Abbey 

From canal path 
immediately alongside the 
public road. 

Offa’s Dyke Path 
National Trail users 
(High) and road users 
(Low)  

1.8km north-west (close 
range) 

Close and Medium Range Views to the South-West 

22 From A458 at 
Buttington Bridge 

From grass verge 
immediately north of 
Buttington Bridge. 

Offa’s Dyke Path 
National Trail users 
(High) and workers at 
nearby employment 
areas and road users 
(Low) 

2.4km south-west (close 
range) 

23 From B4381 at 
Welshpool 

From northern side of 
bridge on the roadside. 

Residents (upper floor 
windows) (Medium) and 
road users (Low) 

5km south-west (medium 
range) 

Long Range Views to the South-West 

24 From Powis 
Castle, Welshpool 

From upper garden 
terrace on the north-
eastern side of Powis 
Castle. 

Visitors to Powis Castle 
(Very High) 

6.4km south-west (long 
range) 

25 
From Y Golfa 
(Welshpool Golf 
Club) 

On apparent footpath 
near to the trig point. 

Footpath users 
(Medium) 

8.9km south-west (long 
range) 

26 
From A483 at 
Rhiw Bridge 
(Berriew) 

From grass verge 
alongside public road. Road users (Low) 12km south-west (long 

range) 
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VP 
NO. LOCATION DESCRIPTION RECEPTOR 

(SENSITIVITY) 
DISTANCE/DIRECTION 

(RANGE) 

27 

From public 
footpath between 
Y Brywydd and 
Castle Caereinion 

From open field and hill 
top. 

Footpath users 
(Medium) 

13.4km south-west (long 
range) 

Medium and Long Range Views to the North, North-East and North-West 

28 From A483 at 
Ardleen  

From gateway alongside 
public road. 

Residents (upper floor 
windows) (Medium) and 
road users (Low) 

5km north (medium range) 

29 From Castlehill 
Lane, Burgedin 

From raised verge 
alongside public road. Road users (Low) 5.7km north-west (medium 

range) 

30 
From the Severn 
Way, east of 
Trederwen 

From flood defence 
embankment and public 
path. 

Severn Way long 
distance footpath users 
(Medium)  

6.3km north-east (long 
range) 

31 From 
Llanymynech Hill 

From edge of golf course 
and near quarry face. 

Footpath users 
(Medium) and 
recreation users at 
Llanymynech Golf Club 
(Low) 

11.7km north (long range) 

32 

From Quarry 
Lane and Offa's 
Dyke Path, 
Nantmawr 

From public road 
alongside footpath stile. 

Offa’s Dyke Path 
National Trail users and 
residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) 
(High)  

14.6km north (long range) 

33 
From Green Hall 
Hill, Brynelltyn, 
Llanfyllin 

From walked track and 
apparent lookout point on 
eastern side of the hill. 

Walkers (general 
recreation) (Medium) 

14.1km north-west (long 
range) 

Views from the Access Road 
34 N/A  Road users (Low)  

35 N/A  Road users (Low)  

 

6.5. VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT - IMMEDIATE VICINITY AND 
CLOSE RANGE VIEWS TO THE SOUTH-EAST, SOUTH AND 
SOUTH-WEST  

Viewpoint Location 1 From Heldre Lane immediately west 
of Whitehouse Farm (Refer to Figures L9 to L11A) 

Current Situation 
6.5.1. Viewpoint Location 1 is from a gateway on Heldre Lane near to Whitehouse 

Farm (residential property) and is to the south-west of the Site within the 
immediate vicinity (c.300m). The photograph location has been selected to 
best imitate potential upper floor views from Whitehouse Farm and adjacent 
environs. The assessment considers north-easterly views from both 
Whitehouse Farm and Green Farm. Both include large outbuildings and 
when combined with intervening vegetation within and outwith individual 
property curtilages; this may restrict broader direct views towards the Site. 
This represents a static view and receptors will include residents (both 
ground and potential first floor locations/gardens) (High sensitivity) and 
road users (Low sensitivity). 
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6.5.2. The existing view is from an elevated location on Heldre Lane (c.110mAOD) 
where a low hedgerow permits views across the agricultural fields 
immediately south of the Site. Woodland along the south-western Site 
boundary merges with vegetation elsewhere and creates an overall well 
wooded appearance. The higher elevations of the Site comprise exposed 
mineral faces and benches. The aforementioned features and vegetation at 
a higher elevation are seen against the skyline and limits wider views. Rising 
above the south-western edge of the Site are the distinct wooded hills of 
Moel y Golfa and Breidden Hill which form part of the background (Figure 
L9). This is shown in more detail through the single photograph enlargement 
(Figures L10 and L10A). 

The Development 
6.5.3. The photomontage views illustrate the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figures L11 and L11A). 

During Construction 
6.5.4. Crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction, scaffolding 

and ground works) associated with the building of the ERF will be seen. 
There will be potential views of the formation of the upper levels of the 
proposed screen bund sited alongside the internal access road to Laydown 
Area 4 (which will restrict direct views of vehicle movements during the 
operation phase). The screen bund will be grass seeded and planted with 
native broadleaved trees. Laydown Area 3 which is closer to the Viewpoint 
Location is generally screened by existing vegetation outwith the Site. 
Albeit, glimpsed views may arise from the roadside during winter months.  

6.5.5. The Development will introduce new elements which will form a significant 
and immediately apparent aspect of the scene and will affect the overall 
impression of the view. There will be a Large magnitude of impact and a 
Major (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users.  

During Operation 
6.5.6. Illustrative Cross Section 1 (Appendix 3) shows that existing treecover on 

the south-western Site boundary will screen views of the access road and 
other infrastructure in the central part of the Site from the environs of Green 
Farm. Although, there will be a clear view of the upper elevation and roofline 
of the ERF building and the stack against the skyline from both Whitehouse 
Farm and Green Farm.  The ERF building will also reduce distant views of 
the lower slopes of Moel y Golfa. With regards to mitigation measures, the 
natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the proposed built 
form into a mainly rural visual setting. The Development will feature new 
elements which will be noticeable in the scene and will affect the overall 
impression of the view. There will be a Medium to Large (potentially Large) 
with a Major (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users (worst case scenario). 
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During Decommissioning 
6.5.7. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of crane movements etc. seen at the skyline.  Whilst 
there will be a lack of available views of Site activities relating to ground 
restoration. Native woodland planting associated with the screen bunds will 
provide screening benefits as it matures and long term enhancement 
including with regards to the wider Site setting. There will be a Medium 
magnitude of impact and a Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of 
effect for residents and a Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect 
for road users. 

Viewpoint Location 2 From Heldre Lane (Refer to Figures 
L12 to L14) 
Current Situation 

6.5.8. Viewpoint Location 2 is from Heldre Lane and is to the south-east of the Site 
within the immediate vicinity (480m).  

6.5.9. The Site is most visible when travelling northwards downhill along the route 
and the photograph is taken from a grass verge alongside Heldre Lane. 
Whilst glimpsed views are possible elsewhere, the lower section of Heldre 
Lane has low clipped hedgerows and more notable breaks allow more direct 
views of the Site as shown by the photograph. This represents a sequential 
view and receptors will include road users (Low sensitivity). 

6.5.10. The existing view (c.130mAOD) comprises a foreground of pasture fields 
divided by hedgerows and hedgerow trees. The partially completed screen 
bund along the eastern Site boundary adjacent to Sale Lane can be 
identified through gaps in intervening vegetation. The higher elevations of 
the Site are seen against a backdrop of agricultural fields and woodland in 
the Severn Valley and higher rolling hills at a further distance (Figure L12). 
This is shown in more detail through the single photograph enlargement 
(Figure L13). 

The Development 
6.5.11. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L14). 

During Construction 
6.5.12. Crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction and 

scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF will be seen. Ground 
modelling within the central environs of the Site to form the screen bund 
immediately south of the ERF building and the temporary storage of 
materials in Laydown Area 4 will be in view. Screen bunds including along 
Sale Lane will be grass seeded and planted with native broadleaved trees. 
The Development will introduce new elements which will form a significant 
and immediately apparent aspect of the scene and will affect the overall 
impression of the view. There will be a Large magnitude of impact and a 
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road users.  
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During Operation 
6.5.13. There will be a clear view of the upper elevation and graduated roofline of 

the ERF building against a backdrop of higher ground with the upper part of 
the stack against the skyline. Illustrative Cross Section 2 (Appendix 3) 
shows a sightline from the lower end of Heldre Lane. It illustrates the 
proposed changes to the current landform and the siting of proposed built 
form within the ERF development base. With regards to mitigation 
measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the 
proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. The screen bunds will 
reduce more direct views of the lower elevations of the ERF building and 
stack along with vehicle movements. The Development will feature new 
elements which will be noticeable in the scene and will affect the overall 
impression of the view. There will be a Medium to Large magnitude of 
impact and a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect as a result.  

During Decommissioning 
6.5.14. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of crane movements etc.  Whilst there will be a lack 
of available views of Site activities relating to ground restoration. Native 
woodland planting associated with the screen bunds will provide screening 
benefits as it matures and long term enhancement including with regards to 
the wider Site setting. There will be a Medium magnitude of impact and a 
Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect. 

Viewpoint Location 3 From public footpath immediately 
south of Nelly Andrews' Green (Refer to Figures L15 to L17) 

Current Situation 
6.5.15. Viewpoint Location 3 is from a public footpath immediately south of Nelly 

Andrews' Green to the south of the Site within close range (710m). The 
footpath leads off Heldre Lane (to the north-east) and links to a residential 
property (Gelli) and the wider footpath network (to the south-west). For 
c.600m along the route, a combination of an increased elevation and an 
adjacent low hedgerow permits wider views including north towards the Site. 
The footpath user then loses direct visual connectivity with the Site due to 
a combination of woodland, the terrain and footpath alignment. This 
represents a sequential view along the route and receptors will include 
footpath users (Medium sensitivity). 

6.5.16. This elevated location (c.150mAOD) offers an extensive scene across 
agricultural fields and farm outbuildings. The partially completed screen 
bund along the eastern Site boundary adjacent to Sale Lane can be 
identified through gaps in intervening vegetation. The higher elevations of 
the Site are viewed against a backdrop of agricultural fields and woodland 
in the Severn Valley and higher rolling hills at a further distance. The 
wooded hills of Moel y Golfa and Breidden Hill are notable features to the 
right of the photograph (Figure L15). The Site environs are shown in more 
detail through the single photograph enlargement (Figure L16).  
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The Development 
6.5.17. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L17).  

During Construction 
6.5.18. Crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction and 

scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF will be seen. The screen 
bund along Sale Lane will be completed, grass seeded and planted with 
native broadleaved trees. Glimpsed views may be possible of vehicle 
movements and the temporary storage of materials in Laydown Area 4. The 
Development will introduce new elements which will be noticeable in the 
scene and will affect the overall impression of the view. There will be a 
Medium to Large magnitude of impact and a Moderate (adverse) 
significance of effect for footpath users.  

During Operation 
6.5.19. There will be a clear view of the upper elevation and graduated roofline of 

the ERF building and stack against a backdrop of higher ground. With 
regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist 
in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. The 
screen bund will reduce more direct views of vehicle movements. The 
Development will introduce new elements which will form a recognisable 
change to the amenity but will not be intrusive within the overall scene. 
There will be a Medium magnitude of impact and a Moderate (adverse) 
significance of effect. 

During Decommissioning 
6.5.20. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of crane movements etc.  Views will be available of 
Site activities relating to ground restoration from this elevated location. 
Native woodland planting associated with the screen bunds will provide 
screening benefits as it matures and long term enhancement including with 
regards to the wider Site setting. There will be a Medium magnitude of 
impact and a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect. 

Viewpoint Location 4 From Heldre Lane at Upper Heldre 
(Refer to Figures L18 to L20) 
Current Situation 

6.5.21. Viewpoint Location 4 is from Heldre Lane at Upper Heldre and is to the 
south-east of the Site within close range (990m).  

6.5.22. The photograph is taken from a field gateway along a section of the route 
that is generally screened by woodland and hedgerows. It has been 
selected to best demonstrate potential maximum views from Heldre Lane 
and nearby houses. Likely north-westerly views are available from 
residential properties (Nant y Brochan and The Granary) which are to the 
east of the viewer on Heldre Lane. However, localised vegetation and 
outbuildings may restrict direct views towards the Site. This represents a 
static view on Heldre Lane. Receptors will include residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) (High sensitivity) and road users (Low sensitivity).  
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6.5.23. This elevated location (c.165mAOD) provides a scene of agricultural fields 
and woodland interspersed by telegraph posts. At a further distance is the 
partially formed screen bund along the eastern Site boundary adjacent to 
Sale Lane. The higher elevations of the Site are seen against a backdrop of 
agricultural fields and woodland in the Severn Valley and higher rolling hills 
notably, the wooded slopes of Crowther’s Coppice and Allt Wood (Figure 
L18). This is shown in more detail through the single photograph 
enlargement (Figure L19). 

The Development 
6.5.24. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L20). 

During Construction 
6.5.25. Crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction and 

scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF will be seen. Ground 
modelling within the central environs of the Site including the formation of 
the screen bund immediately south of the ERF building and restored 
northern quarry face will be in view. The screen bund along Sale Lane will 
be completed and all screen bunds will be grass seeded and planted with 
native broadleaved trees. The Development will introduce new elements 
which will be noticeable in the scene and will affect the overall impression 
of the view. There will be a Medium to Large magnitude of impact with a 
Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a 
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road users.  

During Operation 
6.5.26. There will be a clear view of the upper elevation and graduated roofline of 

the ERF building and the stack against a backdrop of higher ground. With 
regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist 
in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. The 
screen bunds will reduce more direct views of the lower elevations of the 
ERF building and stack. The Development will introduce new elements 
which will form a recognisable change to the amenity but will not be intrusive 
within the overall scene. There will be a Medium magnitude of impact with 
a Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a 
Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for  road users. 

During Decommissioning 
6.5.27. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of crane movements etc.  Views will be available of 
Site activities relating to ground restoration from this elevated location. 
Native woodland planting associated with the screen bunds will provide 
screening benefits as it matures and long term enhancement including with 
regards to the wider Site setting. There will be a Medium magnitude of 
impact with a Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for 
residents and a Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for  road 
users. 
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Viewpoint Location 5 From public footpath south of 
Buttington leading towards the Longmountain (Refer to 
Figures L21 to L23) 

Current Situation 
6.5.28. Viewpoint Location 5 is from a public footpath south of Buttington and is 

within close range of the Site (1.3km). The route leads from the environs of 
Gelli (a residential property) and increases in elevation as it reaches Oak 
Plantation, an area of mature woodland. The photograph is from the 
northern side of Oak Plantation and illustrates the context and visibility of 
the Site at its most apparent from footpaths in the vicinity. As this particular 
route extends uphill towards Long Mountain, there is no direct line of sight 
to the proposed ERF building or stack as demonstrated by the ZTV (Figure 
L7). This represents a static view on the route and receptors will include 
footpath users (Medium sensitivity). 

6.5.29. The photograph shows the panoramic scene (c.225mAOD) from the 
woodland edge which looks across steep slopes and woodland copses 
towards agricultural fields divided by hedgerows and interspersed with 
farmsteads and residential properties at a lower level. The partially formed 
screen bund along the eastern Site boundary adjacent to Sale Lane can be 
perceived. The higher elevations of the Site are seen against a backdrop of 
agricultural fields and woodland in the Severn Valley. The wooded slopes 
of Crowther’s Coppice and Allt Wood are prominent features to the left of 
the photograph. At a further distance and as landform rises, rolling hills 
provide a backdrop (Figure L21). This is shown in more detail through the 
single photograph enlargement (Figure L22). 

The Development 
6.5.30. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L23).  

During Construction 
6.5.31. Crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction and 

scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF will be seen. Ground 
modelling within the central environs of the Site including the formation of 
the screen bund immediately south of the ERF building and restored 
northern quarry face will be in view. The screen bund along Sale Lane will 
be completed and all screen bunds will be grass seeded and planted with 
native broadleaved trees. Glimpsed views may be possible of vehicle 
movements and the temporary storage of materials in Laydown Area 4. 
There will be a Medium magnitude of impact and a Moderate (neutral) 
significance of effect. 
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During Operation 
6.5.32. There will be a clear view of the upper elevation and graduated roofline of 

the ERF building and stack against a backdrop of agricultural fields. With 
regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist 
in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. More 
direct views of the lower elevations of the ERF building and stack will be 
reduced by the adjacent screen bund. The Development will introduce new 
elements which will form a recognisable change to the amenity but will not 
be intrusive within the overall scene. There will be a Medium magnitude of 
impact and a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect for footpath users.  

During Decommissioning 
6.5.33. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of crane movements etc.  Views will be available of 
Site activities relating to ground restoration from this elevated location. 
Native woodland planting associated with the screen bunds will provide 
screening benefits as it matures and long term enhancement including with 
regards to the wider Site setting. There will be a Medium magnitude of 
impact and a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. 

Viewpoint Location 6 From public footpath on Heldre Hill 
(Refer to Figures L24 to L26) 

Current Situation 
6.5.34. Viewpoint Location 6 is from a public footpath on Heldre Hill, an area of 

access land and is to the south-east of the Site within close range (1.4km). 
The footpath leads from the hamlet of Brunant and links to a minor road 
south of Heldre Hill. The photograph demonstrates the view walking 
northwards downhill where the wide panorama is evident until it becomes 
more restricted due to the rolling terrain of Heldre Hill and the lower levels 
towards Brunant. This represents a sequential view along the route and 
receptors will include footpath users (Medium sensitivity). 

6.5.35. The expansive scene (c.295mAOD) looks out across the lower grassland 
slopes of Heldre Hill. The partially formed screen bund along the eastern 
Site boundary adjacent to Sale Lane can be perceived. The higher 
elevations of the Site are viewed against a backdrop of agricultural fields 
and woodland in the Severn Valley. The wooded slopes of Crowther’s 
Coppice and Allt Wood are prominent features to the left of the photograph. 
At a further distance and as landform rises, rolling hills provide a backdrop 
(Figure L24). This is shown in more detail through the single photograph 
enlargement (Figure L25). 

The Development 
6.5.36. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L26).  
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During Construction 
6.5.37. Views will be possible of crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building 

construction and scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF. 
Ground modelling within the central environs of the Site including the 
formation of the screen bund immediately south of the ERF building and 
restored northern quarry face will be seen. The screen bund along Sale 
Lane will be completed and all screen bunds will be grass seeded and 
planted with native broadleaved trees. Glimpsed views may be possible of 
vehicle movements and the temporary storage of materials in Laydown Area 
4. The Development will introduce new elements which will be noticeable in 
the scene and will affect the overall impression of the view. There will be a 
Medium to Large magnitude of impact and a Moderate (neutral) 
significance of effect for footpath users.  

During Operation 
6.5.38. There will be a clear view of the upper elevation and graduated roofline of 

the ERF building and stack against a backdrop of woodland and agricultural 
fields. With regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the 
cladding will assist in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural 
visual setting. More direct views of the lower elevations of the ERF building 
and stack will be reduced by the adjacent screen bund. The Development 
will introduce new elements which will form a recognisable change to the 
amenity but will not be intrusive within the overall scene. There will be a 
Medium magnitude of impact and a Moderate (neutral) significance of 
effect for footpath users. 

During Decommissioning 
6.5.39. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of crane movements etc.  Views will be available of 
Site activities relating to ground restoration from this elevated location. 
Native woodland planting associated with the screen bunds will provide 
screening benefits as it matures and long term enhancement including with 
regards to the wider Site setting. There will be a Medium magnitude of 
impact and a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. 

Viewpoint Location 7 From Brunant, immediately south of 
Pob Ceiniog (Refer to Figures L27 to L29) 

Current Situation 
6.5.40. Viewpoint Location 7 is from a public footpath at Brunant, immediately south 

of Pob Ceiniog and is to the south-east of the Site within close range 
(1.65km).  

6.5.41. The photograph is taken from the route which runs concurrently with a farm 
track leading to Peny-Bank (on OS nomenclature) and shows the available 
views along the route. There are two residential properties in the immediate 
vicinity, Peny-Bank and Pob Ceiniog. The latter can be seen to the right of 
the photograph and the illustrated view is limited to this property. Views from 
upper floor windows might also be possible from Peny-Bank. However, 
localised vegetation and outbuildings may restrict direct north-westerly 
views towards the Site in both cases.  
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6.5.42. This represents a sequential view along the route. Receptors will include 
residents (ground floor locations/gardens) (High sensitivity) and footpath 
users (Medium sensitivity). 

6.5.43. This elevated location (c.235mAOD) offers an expansive view of woodland 
and agricultural fields near Brunant and Upper Heldre. The partially formed 
screen bund along the eastern Site boundary adjacent to Sale Lane can be 
perceived. The higher elevations of the Site are seen against a backdrop of 
agricultural fields and woodland in the Severn Valley. The wooded slopes 
of Crowther’s Coppice and Allt Wood are prominent features towards the 
centre of the photograph. At a further distance and as landform rises, rolling 
hills provide a backdrop (Figure L27). This is shown in more detail through 
the single photograph enlargement (Figure L28). 

The Development 
6.5.44. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L29). 

During Construction 
6.5.45. Views will be possible of crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building 

construction and scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF. 
Ground modelling within the central environs of the Site including the 
formation of the screen bund immediately south of the ERF building and 
restored northern quarry face will be in view. The screen bund along Sale 
Lane will be completed and all screen bunds will be grass seeded and 
planted with native broadleaved trees. The Development will introduce new 
elements which will form a recognisable change to the amenity but will not 
be intrusive within the overall scene. There will be a Medium magnitude of 
impact and a Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for 
residents and a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for footpath 
users.  

During Operation 
6.5.46. There will be a clear view of the upper elevation and graduated roofline of 

the ERF building and stack against a backdrop of woodland and agricultural 
fields. With regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the 
cladding will assist in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural 
visual setting. More direct views of the lower elevations of the ERF building 
and stack will be reduced by the adjacent screen bund. The Development 
will introduce new elements which will constitute a minor component of the 
wider view and will not affect the overall quality of the scene. There will be 
a Small magnitude of impact and a Moderate (neutral) significance of 
effect for residents and a Minor-Moderate (neutral) significance of effect 
for footpath users. 
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During Decommissioning 
6.5.47. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of crane movements etc.  Views of Site activities 
relating to ground restoration will be limited. Native woodland planting 
associated with the screen bunds will provide screening benefits as it 
matures and long term enhancement including with regards to the wider Site 
setting. There will be a Small magnitude of impact and a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Minor-Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for footpath users. 

6.6. VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT - CLOSE AND MEDIUM 
RANGE VIEWS TO THE NORTH, NORTH-EAST AND EAST 

Viewpoint Location 8 From A458 at Cefn (Refer to Figures 
L30 to L32) 
Current Situation 

6.6.1. Viewpoint Location 8 is from the A458 which passes through the village of 
Cefn and is to the north-east of the Site within close range (1.1km). The 
photograph is from a footpath (pavement) alongside the A458. It illustrates 
the scene along the route which is generally available between Trewern and 
Cefn. Comparable views may be possible from nearby public footpaths and 
adjoining lanes. However, views of the Site from Cefn itself are less notable 
given the closer proximity of the Site and the screening properties of 
intervening woodland and landform. The assessment considers potential 
south-westerly views from a cluster of residential properties near the 
junction of the A458 and Heldre Lane (e.g. Trevane, Min-y-Nant, Ty Ger-y-
Nant and Brookfield). Albeit localised vegetation and outbuildings may 
restrict direct south-westerly views of the Site. This represents a sequential 
view along the route. Receptors will include residents (upper floor windows) 
(Medium sensitivity) and road users (Low sensitivity). 

6.6.2. The existing view (c.70mAOD) encompasses the A458 which is bordered 
by low hedgerows and flanked by road lighting and telegraph posts. Cefn is 
viewed at a further distance. The Site forms part of an elevated area of 
landform which appears as part of the backdrop and includes the upper 
extents of woodland abutting the A458. The partially formed screen bund 
along the eastern Site boundary adjacent to Sale Lane can be viewed 
against the skyline. Wider views of the Site are restricted by intervening 
vegetation. Long Mountain is a notable feature to the left of the photograph 
(Figure L30). The Site and its environs are shown in more detail in the single 
photograph enlargement (Figure L31). 

The Development 
6.6.3. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L32). 
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During Construction 
6.6.4. Crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction and 

scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF will be seen at the 
skyline. The screen bund along Sale Lane will be completed, grass seeded 
and planted with native broadleaved trees.  

6.6.5. The Development will introduce new elements which will constitute a minor 
component of the wider view and will not affect the overall quality of the 
scene. Usually, activities such as crane movements etc. at the skyline would 
be considered as a whole process. However, this assessment reflects a 
maximum level given the receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may 
increase from a Small to Medium level. Generally, there will be a Minor-
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Minor 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users. Albeit, with the potential to 
rise to a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a 
Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road users (worst case 
scenario).  

During Operation 
6.6.6. There will be a clear view of the upper elevation of the ERF building and 

stack against the skyline, seen at an acute angle. Whilst direct views of the 
lower parts of the proposed built form are limited by intervening landform 
and vegetation. With regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of 
the cladding will assist in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly 
rural visual setting. The Development will introduce new elements which will 
form a recognisable change to the amenity but will not be intrusive within 
the overall scene. There will be a Medium magnitude of impact and a 
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Minor-
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road users. 

During Decommissioning 
6.6.7. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of intermittent crane movements etc. seen at the 
skyline. Whilst there will be no available views of Site activities relating to 
ground restoration. Native woodland planting associated with the screen 
bunds will provide screening benefits as it matures and long term 
enhancement including with regards to the wider Site setting. Overall, 
magnitude of impact will be slightly lower than predicted in comparison to 
construction. There will be a Small magnitude of impact and Minor-
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Minor 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users. 
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Viewpoint Location 9 From A458 at Trewern (Refer to 
Figures L33 to L35) 
Current Situation 

6.6.8. Viewpoint Location 9 is from the A458 at Trewern and is to the north-east 
of the Site within close range (1.9km). The photograph is taken from a grass 
verge on the roadside near the junction with Garreg Bank. There are a 
number of residential properties on the edge of Trewern including at 
Breidden Place (The Hollies, The Hawthorns, Cedar House and Oakdale) 
which may have south-westerly views towards the Site. Oakdale can be 
seen to the right of the photograph. However, direct south-westerly views 
may be restricted by localised vegetation and outbuildings. Maesfron Hall, 
is a residential property and a Registered Park and Garden of Special 
Historic Interest in Wales (Grade II) (Figure L2) and is to the south-west of 
the viewer (c.110m). The Viewpoint Location is just outwith its essential 
setting.   

6.6.9. This represents a sequential view travelling south-westwards along the 
A458 and is representative of potential views from Maesfron Hall and some 
outlying residential properties as noted above, most likely from upper floor 
windows. Receptors will include residents (upper floor windows) (Medium 
sensitivity) and road users (Low sensitivity). 

6.6.10. With regards to the broader vicinity, there are glimpsed views towards the 
Site from the A458 and possibly some residential properties to the east in 
Middletown and between Wollaston (Viewpoint  Location 15) and others 
explored at Trewern (Viewpoint Location 10 to 13). The chosen locations 
are representative of the local amenity, although views are restricted along 
sections of the A458 due to a combination of vegetation, hedgerows and 
terrain. The ZTV generally indicates greater visual context on higher ground 
off the A458 and towards Middletown Hill (Figure L7).  

6.6.11. The existing view (c.89mAOD) encompasses a foreground of hedgerows 
and other vegetation along the A458 interspersed by telegraph posts. At a 
further distance, Long Mountain is a prominent feature to the left of the 
photograph. The Site forms part of an elevated area of landform which 
appears as part of the backdrop and includes the upper extents of woodland 
abutting the A458. The partially formed screen bund along the eastern Site 
boundary adjacent to Sale Lane can be identified (Figure L33). This is 
shown in more detail through the single photograph enlargement (Figure 
L34). 

The Development 
6.6.12. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L35). 
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During Construction 
6.6.13. Crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction and 

scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF will be seen at the 
skyline. Whilst ground modelling within the central environs of the Site 
relating to the restored northern quarry face will be in view. The screen bund 
along Sale Lane will be completed, grass seeded and planted with native 
broadleaved trees. The Development will introduce new elements which will 
constitute a minor component of the wider view and will not affect the overall 
quality of the scene.  

6.6.14. Usually, activities such as crane movements etc. at the skyline would be 
considered as a whole process. However, this assessment reflects a 
maximum level given the receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may 
increase from a Small to Medium level. Generally, there will be a Minor-
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Minor 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users. Albeit, with the potential to 
rise to a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a 
Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road users (worst case 
scenario).  

During Operation 
6.6.15. There will be a clear view of the upper elevation of the ERF building and 

stack against the skyline, seen at an acute angle. With regards to mitigation 
measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the 
proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. Direct views of the 
lower parts of the proposed built form will be limited by screen bunds within 
the Site and by intervening landform and vegetation outwith.  

6.6.16. The Development will introduce new elements which will form a 
recognisable change to the amenity but will not be intrusive within the 
overall scene. There will be a Medium magnitude of impact and a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Minor-Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users. 

During Decommissioning 
6.6.17. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of intermittent crane movements etc. seen at the 
skyline. Whilst there will be no available views of Site activities relating to 
ground restoration. Native woodland planting associated with the screen 
bunds will provide screening benefits as it matures and long term 
enhancement including with regards to the wider Site setting. Overall, 
magnitude of impact will be slightly lower than predicted in comparison to 
construction. There will be a Small magnitude of impact with a Minor-
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Minor 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users. 
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Viewpoint Location 10 From Garreg Bank (lower), Trewern 
(Refer to Figures L36 to L38) 
Current Situation 

6.6.18. Viewpoint Location 10 is from Garreg Bank (lower) in Trewern and is to the 
north-east of the Site within close range (1.7km). The photograph is taken 
from a vehicle passing bay alongside the public road. This constitutes a 
sequential view and is also representative of nearby residential properties. 
Receptors will include residents (ground floor locations/gardens) (High 
sensitivity) and road users (Low sensitivity). 

6.6.19. The existing view (c.91mAOD) encompasses the immediate settlement 
area, beyond which the view expands and encompasses the slopes of Long 
Mountain and settlement at a lower level (e.g. residential properties, 
farmsteads and outbuildings). The route of the A458 which passes south of 
Trewern is defined by associated lighting and hedgerows. The Site forms 
part of an elevated area of landform which appears as part of the backdrop 
and includes the upper extents of woodland abutting the A458. The wooded 
hills of Crowther’s Coppice and Allt Wood are prominent features at a further 
distance (Figure L36). The Site and its environs are shown in more detail in 
the single photograph enlargement (Figure L37). 

The Development 
6.6.20. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L38). 

During Construction 
6.6.21. Crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction and 

scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF will be seen at the 
skyline. Potential views will be available of ground modelling within the 
central environs of the Site relating to the restored northern quarry face. The 
screen bund along Sale Lane will be completed, grass seeded and planted 
with native broadleaved trees. There will be a Medium to Large magnitude 
of impact and a Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for 
residents and a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road users.  

During Operation 
6.6.22. There will be a clear view of the upper elevation of the ERF building and 

stack against the skyline seen at an acute angle. With regards to mitigation 
measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the 
proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. Direct views of the 
lower parts of the ERF building and stack will be limited by intervening 
vegetation. The Development will introduce new elements which will be 
noticeable in the scene and will affect the overall impression of the view. 
There will be a Medium to Large magnitude of impact and a Moderate to 
Major (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users.  
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During Decommissioning 
6.6.23. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of crane movements etc. seen at the skyline. Whilst 
there will be a lack of available views of Site activities relating to ground 
restoration. Native woodland planting associated with the screen bunds will 
provide screening benefits as it matures and long term enhancement 
including with regards to the wider Site setting. This will result in a Medium 
magnitude of impact and a Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of 
effect for residents and a Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect 
for road users.  

Viewpoint Location 11 From Garreg Bank (upper), Trewern 
(Refer to Figures L39 to L41) 
Current Situation 

6.6.24. Viewpoint Location 11 is from Garreg Bank (upper) in Trewern and is to the 
north-east of the Site within close range (1.9km). It is at a slightly further 
distance and higher elevation than Viewpoint Location 10. A number of 
residential properties are located on the northern side of Garreg Bank. The 
photograph is taken from a hedgerow gap adjacent to the roadside close to 
a track which leads to Upper Farm. This demonstrates a sequential view 
and is also representative of nearby residential properties. However, direct 
south-westerly views of the Site may be restricted by localised vegetation 
and outbuildings. Receptors will include residents (upper floor windows) 
(Medium sensitivity) and road users (Low sensitivity).  

6.6.25. The existing view (c.110mAOD) encompasses nearby agricultural fields 
crossed by telegraph posts and residential areas in Trewern. The view 
expands beyond the village and includes agricultural fields and woodland at 
both a higher (due to Long Mountain) and lower level. Settlement elsewhere 
consists of villages together with individual residential properties, 
farmsteads and outbuildings. The A458 which passes south of Trewern is 
defined by associated lighting and hedgerows. The Site forms part of a 
higher area of landform which includes the upper extents of woodland 
abutting the A458. This elevated location permits a view of the central 
environs of the Site. The wooded slopes of Crowther’s Coppice and Allt 
Wood are prominent features at a further distance (Figure L39). This is 
shown in more detail through the single photograph enlargement (Figure 
L40). 

The Development 
6.6.26. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L41). 

During Construction 
6.6.27. Crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction and 

scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF will be seen at the 
skyline. The screen bund along Sale Lane will be completed, grass seeded 
and planted with native broadleaved trees.  
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6.6.28. The Development will introduce new elements which will constitute a minor 
component of the wider view and will not affect the overall quality of the 
scene. Usually, activities such as crane movements etc. at the skyline would 
be considered as a whole process. However, this assessment reflects a 
maximum level given the receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may 
increase from a Small to a Medium level. Generally, there will be a Minor-
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Minor 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users. Albeit, with the potential to 
rise to a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a 
Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road users (worst case 
scenario).  

During Operation 
6.6.29. There will be a clear view of the upper elevation and roofline of the ERF 

building against a backdrop of distant higher ground and the stack against 
the skyline. Direct views of the lower parts of the proposed built form will be 
limited by intervening vegetation. With regards to mitigation measures, the 
natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the proposed built 
form into a mainly rural visual setting. The Development will introduce new 
elements which will form a recognisable change to the amenity but will not 
be intrusive within the overall scene. There will be a Medium magnitude of 
impact and a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a 
Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road users. 

During Decommissioning 
6.6.30. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of intermittent crane movements etc. seen at the 
skyline. Whilst there will be a lack of available views of Site activities relating 
to ground restoration. Native woodland planting associated with the screen 
bunds will provide screening benefits as it matures and long term 
enhancement including with regards to the wider Site setting. Overall, 
magnitude of impact will be slightly lower than predicted in comparison to 
construction. There will be Small magnitude of impact resulting in a Minor-
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Minor 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users. 

Viewpoint Location 12 From Criggion Lane, Trewern (Refer 
to Figures L42 to L44) 

Current Situation 
6.6.31. Viewpoint Location 12 is from Criggion Lane in Trewern and is to the north-

east of the Site within close range (1.7km). The photograph is taken from a 
grass verge along Criggion Lane on the north-western edge of the village 
and is at a lower elevation than Viewpoint Location 10 and 11. It 
demonstrates a typical open view which is available in the village at a lower 
level. Several residential properties are situated along Criggion Lane (e.g. 
Grovewood, Oakland, The Willows and Cedarcrest). However, direct south-
westerly views may be restricted by localised vegetation and outbuildings. 
Receptors will include residents (upper floor windows) (Medium sensitivity) 
and road users (Low sensitivity). This represents generally a static rather 
than a sequential view.   
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6.6.32. The existing view (c.70mAOD) comprises a foreground of low lying 
agricultural fields (pasture) bordered by hedgerows and hedgerow trees. 
The Site forms part of an elevated area of landform which includes the upper 
extents of woodland abutting the A458. A glimpsed view is possible of the 
northern edge of the existing quarry against the skyline whilst the main Site 
area is hidden from view. Long Mountain dominates the view to the left of 
the photograph and the wooded slopes of Crowther’s Coppice and Allt 
Wood are present at a further distance (Figure L42). The Site and its 
environs are shown in more detail in the single photograph enlargement 
(Figure L43). 

The Development 
6.6.33. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L44). 

During Construction 
6.6.34. Crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction and 

scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF will be seen at the 
skyline. The screen bund along Sale Lane will be completed, grass seeded 
and planted with native broadleaved trees. Glimpsed views may be possible 
of associated earthworks. Overall, only a limited part of the Development 
will be discernible in part, due to the angle of view.  

6.6.35. Usually, activities such as crane movements etc. at the skyline would be 
considered as a whole process. However, this assessment reflects a 
maximum level given the receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may 
increase from a Very Small to a Small level. Generally, there will be a 
Minor (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Negligible 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users. Albeit, with the potential to 
rise to a Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and 
a Minor (adverse) significance of effect for road users (worst case 
scenario).  

During Operation 
6.6.36. There will be a clear view of the ERF building and stack against the skyline 

seen at an acute angle. Direct views of the lower parts of the proposed built 
form will be limited by intervening vegetation. With regards to mitigation 
measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the 
proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. The Development will 
introduce new elements which will form a recognisable change to the 
amenity but will not be intrusive within the overall scene. There will be a 
Medium magnitude of impact and a Moderate (adverse) significance of 
effect for residents and a Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect 
for road users. 
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During Decommissioning 
6.6.37. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of intermittent crane movements etc. seen at the 
skyline. Whilst there will be a lack of available views of Site activities relating 
to ground restoration. Native woodland planting associated with the screen 
bunds will provide screening benefits as it matures and long term 
enhancement including with regards to the wider Site setting. Overall, 
magnitude of impact will be slightly lower than predicted in comparison to 
construction. There will be a Very Small magnitude of impact resulting in a 
Minor (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Negligible 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users. 

Viewpoint Location 13 From lane at Golfa Bank and 
adjacent to The Old Shop Cottage (Refer to Figures L45 to 
L47) 

Current Situation 
6.6.38. Viewpoint Location 13 is from a lane at Golfa Bank and is to the north-east 

of the Site within close range (2.3km). The photograph is taken from a field 
gateway. It demonstrates the context of the view both along the A458 and 
from adjoining houses along the route. A residential property, The Old Shop 
Cottage is adjacent to the lane and will potentially have comparable views, 
mainly from upper floor windows. Direct south-westerly views may be 
restricted by localised vegetation and outbuildings. Receptors will include 
residents (upper floor windows) (Medium sensitivity) and road users (Low 
sensitivity). Glimpsed views are gained over nearby hedgerows and due to 
the gateways along the lane to the south-east. However, for the most part 
this is a static rather than sequential view. 

6.6.39. The photograph (c.90mAOD) is taken close to a gateway and the 
foreground consists of a large arable agricultural field crossed by telegraph 
posts. The view then expands and becomes more wooded. The Site forms 
part of an elevated area of landform which appears as part of the backdrop 
and includes the upper extents of woodland abutting the A458. The partially 
formed screen bund along the eastern Site boundary adjacent to Sale Lane 
can be identified and there is a glimpsed view of the central environs of the 
Site seen against the skyline. Landform rises notably to the left of the 
photograph due to the Long Mountain and at a further distance given the 
presence of the wooded slopes of Crowther’s Coppice and Allt Wood 
(Figure L45). The Site and its environs are shown in more detail through the 
single photograph enlargement (Figure L46). 

The Development 
6.6.40. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L47). 

During Construction 
6.6.41. Crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction and 

scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF will be seen at the 
skyline. The screen bund along Sale Lane will be completed, grass seeded 
and planted with native broadleaved trees.  
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6.6.42. The Development will introduce new elements which will constitute a minor 
component of the wider view and will not affect the overall quality of the 
scene. Usually, activities such as crane movements etc. at the skyline would 
be considered as a whole process. However, this assessment reflects a 
maximum level given the receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may 
increase from a Small to a Medium level. Generally there will be a Minor-
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Minor 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users. Albeit, with the potential to 
rise to a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a 
Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road users (worst case 
scenario).  

During Operation 
6.6.43. There will be a clear view of the ERF building and stack against the skyline 

seen at an acute angle. Whilst lower levels of proposed built form will be 
screened by a combination of the screen bund and also vegetation outwith 
the Site. With regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the 
cladding will assist in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural 
visual setting. The Development will introduce new elements which will form 
a recognisable change to the amenity but will not be intrusive within the 
overall scene. There will be a Medium magnitude of impact and a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Minor-Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users. 

During Decommissioning 
6.6.44. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of intermittent crane movements etc. seen at the 
skyline. Whilst there will be a lack of available views of Site activities relating 
to ground restoration. Native woodland planting associated with the screen 
bunds will provide screening benefits as it matures and long term 
enhancement including with regards to the wider Site setting. Overall, 
magnitude of impact will be slightly lower than predicted in comparison to 
construction. There will be a Small magnitude of impact resulting in a 
Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Minor 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users. 

Viewpoint Location 14 From Bacheldre Lane adjacent to 
Oak Grange (Refer to Figures L48 to L50) 

Current Situation 
6.6.45. Viewpoint Location 14 is from Bacheldre Lane, near Middletown and is to 

the east of the Site within medium range (3.5km).  

6.6.46. The route south of the main railway line has a limited number of residential 
properties and farmsteads including Oak Grange. Direct westerly views 
from the property may be restricted by localised vegetation and 
outbuildings. Glimpsed views are possible along the higher ground near 
Middletown Farm which is further south along Bacheldre Lane and 
elsewhere on the route. However, the denser proportion of woodland and 
other vegetation restricts outward views. The extent of the ZTV in this 
locality is more limited than the mapped area shown on Figure L7.  
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6.6.47. The photograph is taken adjacent to Oak Grange and is located at a point 
of greatest visibility in this locality and represents a static rather than 
sequential view. Receptors will include residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) (High sensitivity) and road users (Low sensitivity). 

6.6.48. The existing view (c.135mAOD) encompasses the immediate environs of 
Oak Grange and agricultural fields bordered by hedgerows and hedgerow 
trees. The scene has a well wooded appearance due in part to a 
combination of woodland adjacent to the railway line, along watercourses 
and the wooded slopes of Moel y Golfa. The Site forms part of an elevated 
area of landform which includes the upper extents of woodland abutting the 
A458. The partially formed screen bund along the eastern Site boundary 
adjacent to Sale Lane can be identified and there is a glimpsed view of the 
central environs of the Site. Higher ground is prevalent to the left of the 
photograph and at a further distance due to the wooded slopes of 
Crowther’s Coppice and Allt Wood which form part of the backdrop (Figure 
L48). This is shown in more detail through the single photograph 
enlargement (Figure L49). 

The Development 
6.6.49. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L50). 

During Construction 
6.6.50. Crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction and 

scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF will be seen. The screen 
bund along Sale Lane will be completed, grass seeded and planted with 
native broadleaved trees. There will be a Small magnitude of impact and a 
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a Minor 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users.  

During Operation 
6.6.51. There will be a clear view of the upper elevation and roofline of the ERF 

building and the stack against a backdrop of higher ground seen at an acute 
angle. With regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the 
cladding will assist in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural 
visual setting. The lower levels of the ERF building and stack will be 
screened by the screen bund. The Development will feature new elements 
which represents a minor component of the wider view and will not affect 
the overall quality of the scene. There will be a Small magnitude of impact 
and a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect for residents and a Minor 
(neutral) significance of effect for road users. 

During Decommissioning 
6.6.52. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of crane movements etc. against a landform 
backdrop. Whilst there will be a lack of available views of Site activities 
relating to ground restoration. The same results will apply. 
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Viewpoint Location 15 From A458 west of Wollaston (Refer 
to Figures L51 to L53) 
Current Situation 

6.6.53. Viewpoint Location 15 is from the A458 near Wollaston and is to the east of 
the Site within medium range (5.6km). It illustrates the eastern edge of the 
ZTV (Figure L7). The photograph is taken from a gateway alongside the 
A458 which is a key tourist route from Wales to Shropshire. This represents 
part of a sequential view along the A458 rather than from the nearby 
Orchard School Care Home and residential properties.  Receptors will 
include road users (Low sensitivity). 

6.6.54. The existing view (c.142mAOD) comprises a foreground of agricultural 
fields (pasture) and hedgerows. The scene has a well wooded appearance 
due in part to a combination of woodland adjacent to the railway line, along 
watercourses and the steep wooded slopes of Moel y Golfa (403mAOD). At 
a further distance, the main Site area is hidden from view. Long Mountain 
dominates the left of the photograph and the wooded slopes of Crowther’s 
Coppice and Allt Wood form part of the backdrop (Figure L51). This is 
shown in more detail through the single photograph enlargement (Figure 
L52). 

The Development 
6.6.55. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L53). 

During Construction 
6.6.56. Views of crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building construction 

and scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF may be perceived. 
However, views of ground modelling and earthworks within the Site will not 
be available due to intervening terrain and vegetation. The Development will 
not materially alter the existing view. There will be a Negligible magnitude 
of impact and a Negligible (adverse) significance of effect for road users.  

During Operation 
6.6.57. The ERF and majority of the stack will be hidden. A glimpsed view of the 

upper section of the stack will be possible against a backdrop of higher 
ground. Overall, only a limited part of the Development will be discernible 
due to the distance involved and angle of view. This will result in a Very 
Small magnitude of impact and a Negligible (neutral) significance of effect 
for road users. 

During Decommissioning 
6.6.58. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of crane movements etc. seen against a landform 
backdrop. There will be a Negligible magnitude of impact and a Negligible 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users. 
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Viewpoint Location 16 From Moel y Golfa (Refer to Figures 
L54 to L56) 
Current Situation 

6.6.59. Viewpoint Location 16 is from a public footpath on Moel y Golfa and is to 
the north-east of the Site within close range (3km). Although the ZTV 
indicates a broad area of visibility, existing mature woodland acts as a 
significant visual barrier (Figure L6). The route is generally less accessible 
than that to the summit of Middletown Hill (Viewpoint Location 17) and is not 
as visually sensitive in comparison due to its wooded surroundings. The 
photograph is taken from a woodland clearing on the route. It represents a 
static view along the footpath, rather than a sequential view. Receptors will 
include footpath users (Medium sensitivity). 

6.6.60. This panoramic view (c.350mAOD) is from just below the summit and looks 
across extensive areas of mixed woodland. At a lower level, is a pattern of 
agricultural fields bounded by hedgerows, small tracts of woodland and 
settlement, primarily along the A458 and more dispersed elsewhere. The 
Site forms part of a wider area of raised ground which also includes 
woodland abutting the A458. The partially formed screen bund along the 
eastern Site boundary adjacent to Sale Lane can be identified and there is 
a view of the central environs of the Site. Long Mountain dominates the left 
of the photograph and the wooded slopes of Crowther’s Coppice and Allt 
Wood form part of the backdrop (Figure L54). This is shown in more detail 
through the single photograph enlargement (Figure L55). 

The Development 
6.6.61. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L56). 

During Construction 
6.6.62. Views will be possible of crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building 

construction, scaffolding and ground works) associated with the building of 
the ERF. Ground modelling within the central environs of the Site including 
the formation of the screen bund immediately south of the ERF building and 
restored northern quarry face will be in view. Potential views also entail the 
temporary storage of materials in Laydown Area 4. Whilst screen bunds 
including along Sale Lane will be grass seeded and planted with native 
broadleaved trees. The Development will introduce new elements which will 
form a recognisable change to the amenity but will not be intrusive within 
the overall scene. There will be a Medium magnitude of impact and a 
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for footpath users.  
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During Operation 
6.6.63. There will be a clear view of the ERF building and the upper elevation of the 

stack against a backdrop of agricultural fields. With regards to mitigation 
measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the 
proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. The Development will 
feature new elements which will represent a noticeable change to the visual 
amenity; albeit this will not impose on the wider setting. There will be a 
Medium magnitude of impact and a Moderate (neutral) significance of 
effect for footpath users. 

During Decommissioning 
6.6.64. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of crane movements etc. seen against a landform 
backdrop. Whilst there will be a lack of available views of Site activities 
relating to ground restoration. Overall, magnitude of impact will be slightly 
lower than predicted in comparison to construction. There will be a Small 
magnitude of impact and a Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect 
for footpath users.  

Viewpoint Location 17 From Middletown Hill (Refer to 
Figures L57 to L59) 

Current Situation 
6.6.65. Viewpoint Location 17 is from the upper part of Middletown Hill and is to the 

north-east of the Site within medium range (5km). This is a locally well used 
and recognised viewing point and area of accessible land. From the top of 
Middletown Hill, an extensive 360 degree panoramic view is gained 
northwards to the Cheshire plains, eastwards across the Shropshire hills 
and plain and westwards to the Welsh hills. The view demonstrated is 
generally experienced from the upper levels of the Middletown Hill, but is 
also possible sequentially from the pathway downhill in a south-westerly 
direction. Receptors will include walkers (general recreation) (Medium 
sensitivity). 

6.6.66. The existing view (c.367mAOD) encompasses the wooded slopes and top 
of Moel y Golfa which is a notable feature. At a lower elevation is a pattern 
of agricultural fields bounded by hedgerows, woodland blocks and 
settlement, primarily along the A458 and more dispersed elsewhere. Long 
Mountain dominates to the left of the photograph. The Site forms part of a 
wider area of raised ground which also includes woodland abutting the 
A458. A glimpsed view is possible of the partially formed screen bund along 
the eastern Site boundary adjacent to Sale Lane and the central environs 
of the Site (Figure L57). This is shown in more detail through the single 
photograph enlargement (Figure L58). 

The Development 
6.6.67. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L59). 
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During Construction 
6.6.68. Glimpsed views will be possible of crane movements and other aspects 

(e.g. building construction, scaffolding and ground works) associated with 
the building of the ERF. Ground modelling within the central environs of the 
Site including the formation of the screen bund immediately south of the 
ERF building and restored northern quarry face will be seen. Potential views 
also entail the temporary storage of materials in Laydown Area 4. Screen 
bunds including along Sale Lane will be grass seeded and planted with 
native broadleaved trees. There will be a Small magnitude of impact and a 
Minor-Moderate (neutral) significance of effect for footpath users. 

During Operation 
6.6.69. There will be a view of the upper elevation and roofline of the ERF building 

and the higher part of the stack against a backdrop of agricultural fields. 
With regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the cladding will 
assist in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural visual 
setting. More direct views of the lower elevations of the ERF building will be 
reduced by the screen bund along Sale Lane and existing woodland in the 
immediate vicinity of the Site. The Development will feature new elements 
which represents a minor component of the wider view and will not affect 
the overall quality of the scene. There will be a Small magnitude of impact 
and a Minor-Moderate (neutral) significance of effect as a result.  

During Decommissioning 
6.6.70.  In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of crane movements etc. seen against a landform 
backdrop. Whilst there will be a lack of available views of Site activities 
relating to ground restoration. Overall, magnitude of impact will be slightly 
lower than predicted in comparison to construction. There will be a Very 
Small magnitude of impact and a Minor (neutral) significance of effect. 

Viewpoint Location 18 From Rodney's Pillar (Refer to 
Figures L60 to L62) 

Current Situation 
6.6.71. Viewpoint Location 18 is from the south-western side of Rodney's Pillar on 

Breidden Hill and is to the north of the Site within medium range (5km). The 
immediate area is open and allows a good panoramic view. Access is 
available from a nearby public footpath at the base of Breidden Hill and is a 
popular destination for walkers. The photograph demonstrates a static view 
which is gained from the upper part of Breidden Hill. Receptors will include 
the established viewing point at Rodney's Pillar (High sensitivity). 

6.6.72. The existing view (c.365mAOD) comprises the wooded slopes and top of 
Moel y Golfa which is a notable feature to the left of the photograph. At a 
lower elevation, is a pattern of agricultural fields bounded by hedgerows, 
woodland blocks and dispersed settlement which is framed by Long 
Mountain and at a further distance, the wooded slopes of Crowther’s 
Coppice and Allt Wood. The Site forms part of a wider area of raised ground 
which also includes woodland abutting the A458.  
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6.6.73. A glimpsed view is possible of the partially formed screen bund along the 
eastern Site boundary adjacent to Sale Lane and the central environs of the 
Site (Figure L60). This is shown in more detail through the single 
photograph enlargement (Figure L61). 

The Development 
6.6.74. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L62). 

During Construction 
6.6.75. Partial views will be possible of crane movements and other aspects (e.g. 

building construction, scaffolding and ground works) associated with the 
building of the ERF. Ground modelling within the central environs of the Site 
including the formation of the screen bund immediately south of the ERF 
building and restored northern quarry face will be in view. Likely views also 
entail the temporary storage of materials in Laydown Area 4. Screen bunds 
including along Sale Lane will be grass seeded and planted with native 
broadleaved trees.  

6.6.76. The Development will introduce new elements which will constitute a minor 
component of the wider view and will not affect the overall quality of the 
scene. Usually, activities such as crane movements etc. would be 
considered as a whole process. However, this assessment reflects a 
maximum level given the receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may 
increase from a Small to Medium level. Generally, there will be a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect. Albeit, with the potential to rise to a 
Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for receptors at 
Rodney's Pillar (worst case scenario).  

During Operation 
6.6.77. There will be a clear view of the upper elevation and roofline of the ERF 

building and the higher part of the stack against a backdrop of agricultural 
fields. With regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the 
cladding will assist in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural 
visual setting. More direct views of the lower elevations of proposed built 
form will be reduced by existing woodland in the immediate vicinity of the 
Site. The Development will feature new elements which represent a minor 
component of the wider setting and will not affect the general quality of the 
visual amenity. There will be a Small magnitude of impact and a Moderate 
(neutral) significance of effect as a result. 

During Decommissioning 
6.6.78. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with views of intermittent crane movements etc. seen against 
a landform backdrop. Whilst there will be a lack of available views of Site 
activities relating to ground restoration. Overall, magnitude of impact will be 
slightly lower than predicted in comparison to construction. There will be a 
Small magnitude of impact and a Moderate (adverse) significance of 
effect. 
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6.7. VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT - CLOSE RANGE VIEWS TO 
THE NORTH-WEST 

Viewpoint Location 19 From public footpath near Coppice 
East Farm (near Pool Quay) (Refer to Figures L63 to L65) 
Current Situation 

6.7.1. Viewpoint Location 19 is from public footpath close to Coppice East Farm 
(near Pool Quay) and is to the north-west of the Site within close range 
(2.3km). The photograph is taken from the edge of an open field near a 
footpath stile. As the footpath continues south downhill towards the 
Montgomery Canal, views towards the Site are more restricted by mature 
vegetation. Open views are not gained until reaching its immediate environs 
along the Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail (Viewpoint Location 21). This 
represents a static view from the route where an opening in vegetation 
allows a southerly view across the Severn Valley. It is also representative 
of views from Coppice East Farm. However, such views may be restricted 
by localised vegetation and outbuildings along with nearby woodland at 
Crowther's Coppice and Allt Wood. Receptors will include residents (ground 
floor locations/gardens) (High sensitivity) and footpath users (Medium 
sensitivity). 

6.7.2. The footpath follows the edge of Allt Wood before linking to the Offa’s Dyke 
Path National Trail and the Severn Way long distance footpath which run 
concurrently near the Montgomery Canal. The existing view (c.152mAOD) 
encompasses agricultural fields divided by hedgerows and linear woodland 
tracts including along the Montgomery Canal and River Severn. At a further 
distance, the landform begins to rise incorporating the agricultural fields and 
woodland tracts of the Long Mountain which provides a backdrop. The Site 
is viewed on the lower slopes along with the woodland abutting the A458. 
The eastern part of the Site is hidden by a combination of localised 
topography and woodland with glimpsed views of the western environs of 
the Site (Figure L63). This is shown in more detail through the single 
photograph enlargement (Figure L64). 

The Development 
6.7.3. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L65). 

During Construction 
6.7.4. There will be potential views of crane movements and other aspects (e.g. 

building construction and scaffolding) associated with the building of the 
ERF. Albeit views of ground modelling and earthworks within the Site will 
not be available due to intervening terrain and vegetation. The Development 
will introduce new elements which will constitute a minor component of the 
wider view and will not affect the overall quality of the scene.  
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6.7.5. Usually, activities such as crane movements etc. would be considered as a 
whole process. However, this assessment reflects a maximum level given 
the receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may increase from a Small 
to Medium level.  There will be a Moderate to Major (adverse) significance 
of effect for residents and a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for 
footpath users (worst case scenario).  

During Operation 
6.7.6. There will be a clear view of the upper elevation and graduated roofline of 

the ERF building and the higher part of the stack against a backdrop of hills. 
With regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the cladding will 
assist in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural visual 
setting. More direct views of the lower elevations of proposed built form will 
be reduced by intervening terrain and woodland in the immediate vicinity of 
the Site. The Development will feature new elements which represent a 
minor component of the wider setting and will not affect the general quality 
of the visual amenity. There will be a Small magnitude of impact and a 
Moderate (neutral) significance of effect for residents and a Minor-
Moderate (neutral) significance of effect for footpath users. 

During Decommissioning 
6.7.7. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with intermittent views of crane movements seen against a 
landform backdrop. Overall, magnitude of impact will be slightly lower than 
predicted in comparison to construction. There will be a Small magnitude 
of impact and a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents and 
a Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for footpath users. 

Viewpoint Location 20 From A483 at Pool Quay (Refer to 
Figures L66 to L68) 
Current Situation 

6.7.8. Viewpoint Location 20 is from the A483 at Pool Quay and is to the north-
west within close range (1.8km).  

6.7.9. Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail and the Severn Way long distance footpath 
run concurrently and pass along a short section of the A483. The 
photograph is taken from a gateway on the edge of the public road and 
adjacent to the footpath stile. Receptors will include Offa’s Dyke Path 
National Trail users (High sensitivity) and road users (Low sensitivity). The 
photograph is not representative of view from the Trail on the Montgomery 
Canal towpath where glimpsed views are possible, albeit more occasionally 
screened by woodland tracts. The views from the A483 are generally gained 
south of Pool Quay and for a length of c.2km towards The Moors farmstead. 
This represents an intermittent sequential experience. 
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6.7.10. The existing view (c.70mAOD) consists of agricultural fields (pasture) 
divided by hedgerows and hedgerow trees. At a further distance, the view 
expands of woodland along the course of the River Severn and elsewhere 
at a low level. Landform then begins to rise and the agricultural fields and 
woodland tracts of Long Mountain provide a backdrop. The Site is viewed 
on the lower slopes along with the woodland abutting the A458. The eastern 
part of the Site is hidden by a combination of localised topography and 
woodland (Figure L66). This is shown in more detail through the single 
photograph enlargement (Figure L67). 

The Development 
6.7.11. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L68). 

During Construction 
6.7.12. Views will be possible of crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building 

construction and scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF. Albeit 
views of ground modelling and earthworks within the Site will not be 
available due to intervening terrain and vegetation.  

6.7.13. The Development will introduce new elements which will constitute a minor 
component of the wider view and will not affect the overall quality of the 
scene. Usually, activities such as crane movements etc. would be 
considered as a whole process. However, this assessment reflects a 
maximum level given the receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may 
increase from a Small to Medium level. Generally, there will be a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for Trail users and a Minor (adverse) 
significance of effect for road users. Albeit, with the potential to rise to a 
Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for Trail users and a 
Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road users (worst case 
scenario).  

During Operation 
6.7.14. There will be a clear view of the upper elevation and graduated roofline of 

the ERF building and the higher part of the stack against a backdrop of hills. 
With regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the cladding will 
assist in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural visual 
setting. More direct views of the lower elevations of the ERF building and 
stack will be reduced by intervening terrain and woodland in the immediate 
vicinity of the Site. The Development will feature new elements which 
represent a minor component of the wider setting and will not affect the 
general quality of the visual amenity. There will be a Small magnitude of 
impact and a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect for Trail users and a 
Minor (neutral) significance of effect for road users. 
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During Decommissioning 
6.7.15. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with intermittent views of crane movements seen against a 
landform backdrop. Overall, magnitude of impact will be slightly lower than 
predicted in comparison to construction. There will be a Small magnitude 
of impact and a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for Trail users 
and a Minor (adverse) significance of effect for road users. 

Viewpoint Location 21 From A483 near Pool Quay at Strata 
Marcella Abbey (Refer to Figures L69 to L71) 

Current Situation 
6.7.16. Viewpoint Location 21 is from the A483 near Pool Quay at Strata Marcella 

Abbey and is to the north-west of the Site within close range (1.8km).  

6.7.17. The Montgomery Canal follows higher ground when compared to the A483 
and other viewpoint locations in the Severn Valley. Therefore, it offers a 
better opportunity to view across the Severn Valley and towards the Site.  

6.7.18. At this Viewpoint Location, the Montgomery Canal and open aspect 
demonstrates a direct view towards the Site. The photograph is taken from 
the canal path immediately alongside the A483. This represents a 
sequential view as there are some more open views along the edge of the 
Montgomery Canal and adjacent to ‘The Moors Straight’ which is a local 
reference to the straight road (A483), north of The Moors farmstead. The 
site of the former Strata Marcella Abbey now consists of farmland and is 
categorised as a Scheduled Monument (Reference MG120).35 However, 
comparable views are not available due to the lower elevation and it also 
has limited public access. Receptors will include Offa’s Dyke Path National 
Trail users (High sensitivity) and road users (Low sensitivity). 

6.7.19. The existing view (c.75mAOD) comprises agricultural fields (pasture) 
divided by hedgerows and interspersed with field trees. At a further 
distance, the view expands of woodland along the course of the River 
Severn and elsewhere at a low level. Landform then begins to rise and the 
agricultural fields and woodland tracts of the Long Mountain provide a 
backdrop. The Site is viewed on the lower slopes along with the woodland 
abutting the A458. The eastern part of the Site is hidden by a combination 
of localised topography and woodland whilst a glimpsed view is possible of 
the western part of the Site. To the left of the photograph, farm outbuildings 
are present in the foreground and the steep wooded slopes of Moel y Golfa 
is a notable feature (Figure L69). The Site and its environs are shown in 
more detail through the single photograph enlargement (Figure L70). 

6.7.20. Intervening terrain and vegetation adjacent to the Site plays an important 
role in reducing potential effects.  

The Development 
6.7.21. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L71). 

 
35 National Monuments Record of Wales, https://coflein.gov.uk, sourced July 2020 
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During Construction 
6.7.22. There will be partial views of crane movements and other aspects (e.g. 

building construction and scaffolding) associated with the building of the 
ERF, albeit they will be difficult to identify. Whilst views of ground modelling 
and earthworks within the Site will not be available. The Development will 
not materially alter the existing view. There will be a Negligible magnitude 
of impact resulting in a Negligible (adverse) significance of effect for Trail 
users and road users.  

During Operation 
6.7.23. Views of the ERF building and majority of the stack are limited with the upper 

part of the stack seen above the treeline. Overall, only a small part of the 
Development will be discernible. There will be a Very Small magnitude of 
impact and a Minor (neutral) significance of effect for Trail users and a 
Negligible (neutral) significance of effect for road users. 

During Decommissioning 
6.7.24. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with partial views of crane movements etc. seen against a 
landform backdrop. There will be a Negligible magnitude of impact resulting 
in a Negligible (adverse) significance of effect for receptors. 

6.8. VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT - CLOSE AND MEDIUM 
RANGE VIEWS TO THE SOUTH-WEST  

Viewpoint Location 22 From A458 at Buttington Bridge 
(Refer to Figures L72 to L74) 
Current Situation 

6.8.1. Viewpoint Location 22 is from the A458 at Buttington Bridge and is to the 
south-west of the Site within close range (2.4km). The photograph is taken 
from a grass verge immediately north of Buttington Bridge. 

6.8.2. A small section of the Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail passes along 
Buttington Bridge. In the immediate vicinity is Welshpool Livestock Sales 
and Buttington Cross Enterprise Park (south-west). The alignment of the 
A458 allows a sequential view from the vicinity of Buttington Bridge and 
travelling eastwards towards the Site almost to a point immediately south of 
the road junction with Sale Lane. However, as the road user progresses 
northwards, the Site has less visual consequence. Receptors will include 
Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail users (High sensitivity) together with 
workers at nearby employment areas and road users (Low sensitivity). It 
represents a sequential view along this section of the A458. 

6.8.3. The existing view (c.70mAOD) consists of the A458 and adjacent 
agricultural fields bordered by hedgerows and small woodland copses and 
traversed by overhead power lines. At a further distance, the view expands 
and landform then begins to rise. The agricultural fields and woodland tracts 
on the lower slopes of Long Mountain form part of the background.  
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6.8.4. Views are possible of the western part of the Site framed by woodland, 
whilst the central environs of the Site are hidden by intervening vegetation 
and topography. The wooded slopes and summits of Breidden Hill, 
Middletown Hill and Moel y Golfa are prominent features to the left of the 
photograph (Figure L72). This is shown in more detail through the single 
photograph enlargement (Figure L73). 

The Development 
6.8.5. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L74). 

During Construction 
6.8.6. Views will be possible of crane movements and other aspects (e.g. building 

construction and scaffolding) associated with the building of the ERF at the 
skyline. The Development will introduce new elements which will be 
noticeable in the scene and will affect the overall impression of the view. 
Consequently, there will be a Medium to Large magnitude of impact with a 
Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for Trail users and a 
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for workers at nearby 
employment areas and road users.  

During Operation 
6.8.7. There will be a clear view of the stack and the upper elevations of the ERF 

building against the skyline seen at an acute angle. With regards to 
mitigation measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist in 
assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. The 
Development will feature new elements which will represent a noticeable 
change to the visual amenity; albeit this will not impose on the wider setting. 
There will be a Medium magnitude of impact and a Moderate to Major 
(adverse) significance of effect for Trail users and a Minor-Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for workers at nearby employment areas 
and road users. 

During Decommissioning 
6.8.8. In this final phase, there will be views of crane movements etc. at the 

skyline. Overall, magnitude of impact will be slightly lower than predicted in 
comparison to construction.  There will be a Medium magnitude of impact 
and a Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for Trail users 
and a Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for workers at 
nearby employment areas and road users.      
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Viewpoint Location 23 From B4381 at Welshpool (Refer to 
Figures L75 to L77) 
Current Situation 

6.8.9. Viewpoint Location 23 is from the B4381 at Welshpool and is to the south-
west of the Site within medium range (5km). The B4381 (Severn Way) 
provides access to the nearby Severn Farm Industrial Estate. Broad views 
within the urban environs of Welshpool including directly towards the Site 
are restricted by built form. Some isolated views may be possible from 
residential areas north of the A458 and off Red Bank, notably from Adelaide 
Drive and Borfa Green. However, the view over the bridge and the railway 
line whilst being a static view, is probably best representative from upper 
floor windows and glimpsed open views within the urban areas of 
Welshpool. The photograph is taken from the northern side of the bridge on 
the roadside. Receptors will include residents (upper floor windows) 
(Medium sensitivity) and road users (Low sensitivity). 

6.8.10. The existing view (c.75mAOD) encompasses the immediate environs of 
Welshpool Railway Station and transport routes (road and rail) which are 
bordered by large-scale industrial buildings and stacks, storage areas and 
a telecommunications mast. The Site can just be perceived above the 
rooflines. Crowther’s Coppice and Allt Wood together with Breidden Hill, 
Middletown Hill and Moel y Golfa at a further distance are prominent 
features and form the background (Figure L75). This is shown in more detail 
through the single photograph enlargement (Figure L76). 

The Development 
6.8.11. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L77). 

During Construction 
6.8.12. There will be potential views of crane movements and other aspects (e.g. 

building construction, scaffolding and ground works) associated with the 
building of the ERF. Usually, such activities would be considered as a whole 
process. However, this assessment reflects a maximum level given the 
receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may increase from a Small to 
a Medium level. The Development will introduce new elements which will 
constitute a minor component of the wider view and will not affect the overall 
quality of the scene. Generally, there will be a Minor-Moderate (neutral) 
significance of effect for residents and a Minor (neutral) significance of 
effect for road users. Albeit, with the potential to rise to a Moderate (neutral) 
significance of effect for residents and a Minor-Moderate (neutral) 
significance of effect for road users (worst case scenario).  

During Operation 
6.8.13. There will be a glimpsed view of the upper elevation of the ERF building and 

stack against a backdrop of higher ground seen at an acute angle. With 
regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist 
in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting at a 
distance.  
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6.8.14. The Development will feature new elements which represent a minor 
component of the wider setting and will not affect the general quality of the 
visual amenity. There will be a Small magnitude of impact and a Minor-
Moderate (neutral) significance of effect for residents and a Minor 
(neutral) significance of effect for road users. 

During Decommissioning 
6.8.15. In this final phase, effects will primarily concern intermittent views of crane 

movements. Whilst Site activities relating to ground restoration will be 
difficult to discern given the distance involved and angle of view. There will 
be a Small magnitude of impact and a Minor-Moderate (neutral) 
significance of effect for residents and a Minor (neutral) significance of 
effect for road users. 

6.9. VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT - LONG RANGE VIEWS TO 
THE SOUTH-WEST 

Viewpoint Location 24 From Powis Castle, Welshpool 
(Refer to Figures L78 to L80) 

Current Situation 
6.9.1. Viewpoint Location 24 is from Powis Castle near Welshpool and is to the 

south-west of the Site within long range (6.4km). The architectural and 
scenic merits of Powis Castle and its gardens hold the viewer to scrutinise 
close range views rather than the available distant backdrop. Thus, the 
property itself is the key feature. The background composition is an 
important character facet, but the sensitivity of these areas is subservient to 
the overall Powis Castle estate. The predominant aspect across the Severn 
Valley is eastwards whereas, the Site is to the north-east. Static views are 
found at limited points within the garden terracing whilst views from Powis 
Castle itself are constrained, in part due to the main viewing alignment to 
the east. The photograph is taken from the upper garden terrace on the 
north-eastern side of Powis Castle. Receptors will include visitors to Powis 
Castle (National Trust) which is also categorised as a Grade I Registered 
Park and Garden of Special Historic Interest in Wales (Very High 
sensitivity). 

6.9.2. The photograph is taken from a terraced area (c.138mAOD) which provides 
expansive views across ornamental gardens and parkland. At a further 
distance are the environs of Welshpool including residential areas and 
industrial buildings. Agricultural fields and small woodland tracts then 
predominate interspersed with isolated farmsteads. Industrial buildings 
along the A483 north of Welshpool can just been seen. A glimpsed view of 
the Site is possible against a wooded background which merges with the 
lower slopes of Moel y Golfa. The Powis Castle estate is sufficiently 
distanced from the Site to offer no direct visual link or association and it is 
also seen in a wider context. Long Mountain with its large areas of 
coniferous woodland is a notable feature and provides part of the backdrop 
(Figure L78). This is shown in more detail through the single photograph 
enlargement (Figure L79).  



Broad Energy (Wales) Limited 
Proposed Buttington Quarry Energy Recovery Facility, Welshpool, Powys, Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment  

Bright & Associates 
 

Page 

BT1180, February 2021 92 
 

The Development 
6.9.3. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L80). 

During Construction 
6.9.4.  There will be potential views of crane movements and other aspects (e.g. 

building construction, scaffolding and ground works) associated with the 
building of the ERF together with ground modelling within the Site. The 
Development will introduce new elements which will constitute a minor 
component of the wider view and will not affect the overall quality of the 
scene. Usually, activities such as crane movements etc. would be 
considered as a whole process. However, this assessment reflects a 
maximum level given the receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may 
increase from a Small to Medium level. Generally, a Moderate (neutral) 
significance of effect will apply albeit, with some Major (neutral) 
significance of effects for visitors to Powis Castle (worst case scenario).  

During Operation 
6.9.5. There will be potential views of the upper elevations of the ERF building and 

stack against a backdrop of higher ground seen at an acute angle. With 
regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist 
in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. The 
Development will feature new elements which represent a minor component 
of the wider setting and will not affect the general quality of the visual 
amenity. There will be a Small magnitude of impact and a Moderate 
(neutral) significance of effect for visitors to Powis Castle. 

During Decommissioning 
6.9.6. In this final phase, effects will primarily concern intermittent views of crane 

movements. Site activities relating to ground restoration will be difficult to 
discern given the distance involved and angle of view. There will be a Small 
magnitude of impact and a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. 

Viewpoint Location 25 From Y Golfa (Welshpool Golf Club) 
(Refer to Figures L81 to L83) 

Current Situation 
6.9.7. Viewpoint Location 25 is from Y Golfa (Welshpool Golf Club) and is to the 

south-west of the Site within long range (8.9km).  

6.9.8. This is a static view from the trig point adjacent to Welshpool Golf Club and 
provides a panoramic 360 degree view. It should be noted that the 
photograph is taken from a footpath near to the trig point and is not directly 
on the Glyndwr’s Way National Trail which passes just to the south at a 
slightly lower elevation. Receptors will include footpath users on the general 
footpath network (Medium sensitivity). 
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6.9.9. The panoramic scene (c.330mAOD) encompasses large tracts of mature 
woodland at Y Golfa which expands to incorporate a pattern of agricultural 
fields bounded by hedgerows and interspersed by small woodland blocks. 
Larger tracts of woodland feature on higher ground including in relation to 
Long Mountain and also at Breidden Hill, Middletown Hill and Moel y Golfa 
at a further distance which provide a backdrop. Industrial buildings along 
the A483 north of Welshpool can just been seen. A glimpsed view of the 
Site is possible against a wooded background (Figure L81). This is shown 
in more detail through the single photograph enlargement (Figure L82). 

6.9.10. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 
mitigation measures (Figure L83). 

During Construction 
6.9.11. There will be potential views of crane movements and other aspects (e.g. 

building construction, scaffolding and ground works) associated with the 
building of the ERF together with ground modelling within the Site.  

6.9.12. The Development will introduce new elements which will constitute a minor 
component of the wider view and will not affect the overall quality of the 
scene. However, this assessment reflects a maximum level given the 
receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may increase from a Small to 
Medium level due to crane movements etc. Generally, a Minor-Moderate 
(neutral) significance of effect will apply albeit, with some Moderate 
(neutral) significance of effects for footpath users (worst case scenario).  

During Operation 
6.9.13. There will be a limited view of the stack and upper elevations of the ERF 

building against a backdrop of higher ground seen at an acute angle. With 
regards to mitigation measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist 
in assimilating the proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. 
Overall, only a limited part of the Development will be discernible given the 
distance involved and angle of view. There will be a Very Small magnitude 
of impact and a Minor (neutral) significance of effect for footpath users. 

During Decommissioning 
6.9.14. In this final phase, effects will primarily concern intermittent views of crane 

movements. Site activities relating to ground restoration will be difficult to 
discern. There will be a Very Small magnitude of impact and a Minor 
(neutral) significance of effect. 

Viewpoint Location 26 From A483 at Rhiw Bridge (Berriew) 
(Refer to Figures L84 to L86) 

Current Situation 
6.9.15. Viewpoint Location 26 is from the A483 at Rhiw Bridge (Berriew) and is to 

the south-west of the Site within long range (12km). The photograph is taken 
from a grass verge adjacent to the A483. It is illustrative of a sequential view 
along the route and its environs for c.1km north of the village of Refail. It is 
also representative of potential views from the Severn Valley which consists 
of the main road network and key settlement areas. Receptors will include 
road users (Low sensitivity). 
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6.9.16. The existing view (c.80mAOD) comprises a foreground of an agricultural 
field bordered by a low hedgerow and trees fronting the A483. The view 
expands and includes farmsteads and residential properties together with a 
variety of associated outbuildings, shelterbelts and ornamental planting. At 
a further distance, the landform begins to rise, however, the Site is broadly 
hidden from view due to intervening topography and vegetation. More 
prominent is Long Mountain and Moel y Golfa which constitute the 
background (Figure L84). This is shown in more detail through the single 
photograph enlargement (Figure L85). 

The Development 
6.9.17. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L86). 

During Construction 
6.9.18. Views of crane movements associated with the building of the ERF will be 

hard to identify. Whilst ground modelling and earthworks within the Site will 
be hidden by intervening terrain and vegetation. No perceptible change will 
occur to the existing view due to the Development. Consequently, there will 
be No Impact for road users.  

During Operation 
6.9.19. Views of the ERF building will be restricted with only a glimpsed view of the 

stack at this long range. Albeit, the Development will not materially alter the 
existing view. There will be a Negligible magnitude of impact and a 
Negligible (neutral) significance of effect. 

During Decommissioning 
6.9.20. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction with no discernible change and No Impact.  

Viewpoint Location 27 From public footpath between Y 
Brywydd and Castle Caereinion (Refer to Figures L87 to 
L89) 

Current Situation 
6.9.21. Viewpoint Location 27 is from a public footpath between Y Brywydd and 

Castle Caereinion and is to the south-west of the Site within long range 
(13.4km).  

6.9.22. The route forms part of the wider footpath network between the two 
settlements. The photograph is taken from the public footpath as it passes 
through an open field and across a hill top, from which a 360 degree 
panorama is available. This represents a sequential view as the route 
descends the hill. It is also illustrative of views from the ridge above a 
residential property (Cefn Crin) and the lane that extends to the north-east 
towards the B4385 where visibility is restricted. Receptors will include 
footpath users (Medium sensitivity). 
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6.9.23. This open elevated location (c.370mAOD) permits expansive views of 
rolling hills and woodland interspersed by isolated farmsteads and 
residential properties.  The Site forms part of a broader area, albeit it is 
difficult to discern at this distance. More prominent is Long Mountain 
together with Breidden Hill, Middletown Hill and Moel y Golfa which 
constitute the background (Figure L87). This is shown in more detail through 
the single photograph enlargement (Figure L88). 

The Development 
6.9.24. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L89). 

During Construction 
6.9.25. Views of crane movements during the building of the ERF and ground 

modelling within the Site will be difficult to discern given the distance 
involved and angle of view. The Development will not materially alter the 
existing view. There will be a Negligible magnitude of impact and a 
Negligible (adverse) significance of effect for footpath users.  

During Operation 
6.9.26. There will be a glimpsed view of the stack and upper elevations of the ERF 

building against a backdrop of higher ground. With regards to mitigation 
measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the 
proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. Overall, only a limited 
part of the Development will be discernible due to the angle of view and 
distance involved. There will be a Very Small magnitude of impact and a 
Minor (neutral) significance of effect. 

During Decommissioning 
6.9.27. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction and the same results will apply. 

6.10. VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT - MEDIUM AND LONG RANGE 
VIEWS TO THE NORTH, NORTH-EAST AND NORTH-WEST  

Viewpoint Location 28 From A483 at Ardleen (Refer to 
Figures L90 to L92) 

Current Situation 
6.10.1. Viewpoint Location 28 is from the A483 which passes through the village of 

Ardleen and is to the north of the Site within medium range (5km).  

6.10.2. The A483 travelling south of the village offers some opportunity for a 
sequential view towards the Site, although it is unavailable as demonstrated 
by the photograph. Thus, the Viewpoint Location represents a sequential 
view of the upper parts of the proposed ERF building and stack for a length 
of c.1.5km south of Ardleen and towards Pool Quay where the more open 
landscape allows southerly views. Nearby roadside farmsteads, residential 
properties and locations within the Severn Valley may gain comparable 
views.  
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6.10.3. The photograph is taken from a gateway alongside the public road. The 
location is near the junction with Rhyd-Esgyn Lane and opposite a 
residential property (bungalow) and a farmstead, Fraithwen. Receptors will 
include residents (upper floor windows) (Medium sensitivity) and road users 
(Low sensitivity). 

6.10.4. The existing scene (c.63mAOD) comprises large agricultural fields divided 
by low hedgerows and field trees which border the A483. As landform rises 
it becomes more wooded, notably due to the presence of Moel y Golfa. At 
a further distance, Long Mountain provides a backdrop. Views of the Site 
are restricted due to the intervening topography and vegetation immediately 
adjacent to the A458 (Figure L90). This is shown in more detail through the 
single photograph enlargement (Figure L91). 

The Development 
6.10.5. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L92). 

During Construction 
6.10.6. Sporadic views will be possible of crane movements associated with the 

building of the ERF. Albeit ground modelling and earthworks within the Site 
will not be available due to intervening terrain and vegetation.  

6.10.7. Overall, the Development will not materially alter the existing view. Usually, 
activities such as crane movements etc. would be considered as a whole 
process. However, this assessment reflects a maximum level given the 
receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may increase from a 
Negligible to a Very Small due crane movements. Generally there will be 
a Negligible magnitude of impact and a Negligible (adverse) significance 
of effect for residents and road users. This may rise to a Minor (adverse) 
significance of effect for residents and a Negligible (adverse) significance 
of effect for road users (worst case scenario).  

During Operation 
6.10.8. There will be a glimpsed view of the upper elevations of the ERF building 

and stack against a backdrop of higher ground. With regards to mitigation 
measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the 
proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. Only a limited part of 
the Development will be discernible. There will be a Very Small magnitude 
of impact and a Minor (neutral) significance of effect for residents and a 
Negligible (neutral) significance of effect for road users.  

During Decommissioning 
6.10.9. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction and the same results will apply. 
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Viewpoint Location 29 From Castlehill Lane, Burgedin 
(Refer to Figures L93 to L95) 
Current Situation 

6.10.10. Viewpoint Location 29 is from Castlehill Lane at Burgedin and is to the north-
west of the Site within medium range (5.7km). The photograph is taken from 
a raised verge alongside the public road. It represents a static view from 
break in the hedgerow which borders the route and may increase slightly in 
winter months. Glimpsed views are possible from other locations along the 
Lane where it traverses the higher ridge area and from nearby farmsteads. 
Receptors will include road users (Low sensitivity). 

6.10.11. The existing view (c.176mAOD) encompasses gently rolling agricultural 
fields (pasture) divided by hedgerows and hedgerow trees. The landform 
declines along the River Severn and then begins to rise at a further distance 
culminating in Moel y Golfa and the Long Mountain which provide a 
backdrop. The Site is broadly hidden from view due to the intervening 
topography and vegetation which is immediately adjacent to the A458 
(Figure L93). This is shown in more detail through the single photograph 
enlargement (Figure L94). 

The Development 
6.10.12. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L95). 

During Construction 
6.10.13. Overall, the Development will not materially alter the existing view and a 

Negligible magnitude of impact will result. Albeit, views will be possible of 
crane movements at sporadic times. Usually, such activities would be 
considered as a whole process. However, this assessment reflects a 
maximum level given the receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may 
increase to a Very Small level and a Negligible (adverse) significance of 
effect for road users (worst case scenario).  

During Operation 
6.10.14. There will be a glimpsed view of the upper elevations of the ERF building 

and stack against a backdrop of higher ground. With regards to mitigation 
measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the 
proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. The Development will 
not greatly change the current scene. There will be a Negligible magnitude 
of impact and a Negligible (neutral) significance of effect. 

During Decommissioning 
6.10.15. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction and the same results will apply. 
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Viewpoint Location 30 From the Severn Way, east of 
Trederwen (Refer to Figures L96 to L98) 
Current Situation 

6.10.16. Viewpoint Location 30 is from the Severn Way long distance footpath which 
is to the north-east of the Site within long range (6.3km). Although the Site 
is broadly hidden as demonstrated by the photograph, the Viewpoint 
Location represents a sequential view of the upper parts of the proposed 
ERF building and stack. It principally applies to the wider area mapped by 
the ZTV analysis (Figure L7), albeit direct views are often restricted by 
vegetation close to the viewer. It is also representative of other viewpoints 
from the lower lying Severn Valley and footpaths that cross the area. 
Receptors will include footpath users (Medium sensitivity). 

6.10.17. The footpath follows the flood defence embankment alongside the River 
Severn. The existing view (c.60mAOD) encompasses a foreground of 
agricultural fields (pasture) and field trees bordering the course of the River 
Severn. The western edge of Breidden Hill comprises quarry working at 
Criggion Quarry with exposed faces and benches is a prominent feature. At 
a further distance, Long Mountain provides a backdrop. Intervening 
topography and vegetation which is immediately adjacent to the A458 
restricts wider views of the Site (Figure L96). This is shown in more detail 
through the single photograph enlargement (Figure L97). 

The Development 
6.10.18. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L98). 

During Construction 
6.10.19. Overall, the Development will not materially alter the existing view and a 

Negligible magnitude of impact will result. Albeit, views will be possible of 
crane movements at sporadic times. Usually, such activities would be 
considered as a whole process. However, this assessment reflects a 
maximum level given the receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may 
increase to a Very Small level. This will result in a Minor (neutral) 
significance of effect (worst case scenario).  

During Operation 
6.10.20. There will be a glimpsed view of the upper elevations of the ERF building 

and stack against a backdrop of higher ground. With regards to mitigation 
measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the 
proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. The Development will 
not greatly change the current scene. There will be a Negligible magnitude 
of impact and a Negligible (neutral) significance of effect.  

During Decommissioning 
6.10.21. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction and the same results will apply. 
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Viewpoint Location 31 From Llanymynech Hill (Refer to 
Figures L99 to L101) 
Current Situation 

6.10.22. Viewpoint Location 31 is from Llanymynech Hill and is to the north of the 
Site within long range (11.7km). The photograph is taken from a vantage 
point on a footpath adjacent to Llanymynech Golf Club on the edge of the 
golf course near to the former quarry face. South-west of the viewer and at 
a lower elevation is the Llanymynech Rocks Nature Reserve. Although the 
Site is hidden from view as demonstrated by the photograph, the Viewpoint 
Location represents a static view of the upper parts of the proposed ERF 
building and stack. There are other opportunities to gain comparable views 
nearby, but they are not considered a sequential experience. Receptors will 
include footpath users (Medium sensitivity) and recreation users at the golf 
course (Low sensitivity).  

6.10.23. The photograph provides a panoramic scene (c.195mAOD) from the 
wooded edge of  Llanymynech Hill to the settlement below and expands to 
encompass a pattern of relatively flat agricultural fields bordered by 
hedgerows and hedgerow trees. The A483 progresses southwards and at 
a further distance, the landform rises and encompasses Breidden Hill and 
Long Mountain together with hill formations to the south which provide a 
backdrop. Intervening topography and vegetation immediately adjacent to 
the A458 restricts views of the Site (Figure L99). This is shown in more detail 
through the single photograph enlargement (Figure L100). 

The Development 
6.10.24. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L101). 

During Construction 
6.10.25. Overall, the Development will not materially alter the existing view and a 

Negligible magnitude of impact will result. Albeit, views will be possible of 
crane movements at sporadic times. Usually, such activities would be 
considered as a whole process. However, this assessment reflects a 
maximum level given the receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may 
increase to a Very Small level. There will be a Minor (neutral) significance 
of effect for footpath users and a Negligible (neutral) significance of effect 
for recreation users at the golf course (worst case scenario).  

During Operation 
6.10.26. There will be a glimpsed view of the upper elevations of the ERF building 

and stack against a backdrop of higher ground. With regards to mitigation 
measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the 
proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. The Development will 
not greatly change the current scene. There will be a Negligible magnitude 
of impact and a Negligible (neutral) significance of effect for receptors. 

During Decommissioning 
6.10.27. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction and the same results will apply. 
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Viewpoint Location 32 From Quarry Lane and Offa's Dyke 
Path, Nantmawr (Refer to Figures L102 to L104) 
Current Situation 

6.10.28. Viewpoint Location 32 is from Quarry Lane at Nantmawr and is to the north 
of the Site within long range (14.6km). The route provides access for a 
number of residential properties including Stone House and Vron Cottage 
which are close to the viewer. A section of the Offa's Dyke Path National 
Trail passes along Quarry Lane where the routes cross and the elevation 
permits a southerly view towards the Site. The photograph is taken 
alongside a footpath stile from a location on the public road. Although the 
Site is broadly hidden from view as demonstrated by the photograph, the 
Viewpoint Location represents a static view of the upper parts of the 
proposed ERF building and stack. Receptors will include footpath users on 
the Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail and residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) (High sensitivity).  

6.10.29. The existing view (c.175mAOD) encompasses woodland and individual 
residential properties on the edge of the village of Nantmawr. A field pattern 
of agricultural fields divided by hedgerows and hedgerow trees 
predominates. As landform rises, it becomes more wooded, notably of the 
slopes of Llynclys Hill. At a further distance is Breidden Hill and Long 
Mountain together with hill formations to the south which provide a 
backdrop. Intervening topography and vegetation which is immediately 
adjacent to the A458 restricts views of the Site (Figure L102). This is shown 
in more detail through the single photograph enlargement (Figure L103). 

The Development 
6.10.30. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L104). 

During Construction 
6.10.31. Overall, the Development will not materially alter the existing view and a 

Negligible magnitude of impact will result. Albeit, views will be possible of 
crane movements at sporadic times. Usually, such activities would be 
considered as a whole process. However, this assessment reflects a 
maximum level given the receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may 
increase to a Very Small level. This will result in a Minor (neutral) 
significance of effect for Trail users and residents (worst case scenario).  

During Operation 
6.10.32. There will be a glimpsed view of the upper elevations of the ERF building 

and stack against a backdrop of higher ground. With regards to mitigation 
measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the 
proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. The Development will 
not greatly change the current scene. There will be a Negligible magnitude 
of impact and Negligible (neutral) significance of effect for receptors. 

During Decommissioning 
6.10.33. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction and the same results will apply. 
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Viewpoint Location 33 From Green Hall Hill, Brynelltyn, 
Llanfyllin (Refer to Figures L105 to L107) 
Current Situation 

6.10.34. Viewpoint Location 33 is from Green Hall Hill at Brynelltyn and is to the 
north-west of the Site within long range (14.1km). The photograph is taken 
from a walked track and apparent lookout point on the eastern side of the 
hill.  This represents a static view although there are a number of public 
footpaths nearby which cross Green Hall Hill and are close to the small town 
of Llanfyllin. Receptors will include walkers (general recreation) (Medium 
sensitivity).  

6.10.35. The existing view (c.225mAOD) encompasses woodland on the edge of 
Green Hall Hill which expands over rolling agricultural fields divided by 
hedgerows and interspersed with small woodland blocks, isolated 
farmsteads and residential properties. As landform rises, it becomes more 
wooded, notably at Glan Frogan Hill and at a further distance at Breidden 
Hill and Long Mountain which provide a backdrop. The Site is broadly 
hidden from view due to the intervening topography and vegetation which is 
immediately adjacent to the A458. At this distance, it is only discernible on 
clear visibility days (Figure L105). This is shown in more detail through the 
single photograph enlargement (Figure L106). 

The Development 
6.10.36. The photomontage view illustrates the Development and incorporated 

mitigation measures (Figure L107). 

During Construction 
6.10.37. Overall, the Development will not materially alter the existing view and a 

Negligible magnitude of impact will result. Albeit, views will be possible of 
crane movements at sporadic times. Usually, such activities would be 
considered as a whole process. However, this assessment reflects a 
maximum level given the receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact may 
increase to a Very Small level. This will result in a Minor (neutral) 
significance of effect for walkers (general recreation) (worst case scenario).  

During Operation 
6.10.38. There will be a glimpsed view of the upper elevations of the ERF building 

and stack against a backdrop of higher ground. With regards to mitigation 
measures, the natural colours of the cladding will assist in assimilating the 
proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. The Development will 
not greatly change the current scene. There will be a Negligible magnitude 
of impact and a Negligible (neutral) significance of effect as a result. 

During Decommissioning 
6.10.39. In this final phase, effects will be similar to that described during 

construction and the same results will apply.   
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6.11. VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT - VIEWS FROM THE ACCESS 
ROAD 

6.11.1. Viewpoint Locations 34 and 35 have been used to assess visual effects 
relating to the proposed site access (see Figures L108 and L109). 

6.11.2. The construction of the site access will include removal of the embankment 
on the eastern side of the public highway together with some re-alignment 
of the road itself and widening to facilitate a ghost island junction for traffic 
turning eastwards into the Site. The resultant visual effect will be to broaden 
the overall width of the road, increase sightlines and visibility. This will 
create a more open and direct amenity compared to the current route which 
is more visually constrained by the wooded embankment and the existing 
bend which reduces the viewing distance along the road. It should be noted 
that there is no public footpath along the route where the highway alterations 
are proposed. 

6.11.3. Viewpoint Location 34 looks northwards and is near to the point where the 
road will be widened, the ghost island created and the turning into the Site 
will be clearly visible. This will also extend the overall visibility into the quarry 
area. The loss of vegetation and trees along the embankment is limited to 
some remaining sporadic trees and scrub. 

6.11.4. Viewpoint Location 35 looks directly southwards and is located at the 
northernmost position where the roadside embankment on the left of the 
photograph will be removed and the new road alignment taken further to the 
left hand side. The access area will be visible but the intervening 
embankment features would restrict a wider view of the quarry environs until 
the road user is immediately alongside the new access point. 

6.11.5. The activity of visual receptors is entirely related to road users (Low 
sensitivity) and the experience in visual terms is typical of a busy Trunk 
Road (the A458). Alterations to the road will be of a Large magnitude of 
impact and a Moderate significance of effect. Given the existing dominant 
road use and visual amenity experience, the nature of effect is predicted to 
remain neutral rather than adverse. During construction, the disruption is 
likely to be similar with no change to the predicted impact level. 
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6.12. SUMMARY OF VISUAL EFFECTS 

6.12.1. In total, 35 Viewpoint Locations are presented as part of the LVIA. 
Consideration has been given to the construction, operation and 
decommissioning phases.  

During Construction 
6.12.2. Relevant are views of crane movements, earthworks and ground modelling 

to facilitate the building of the ERF. Mitigation measures such as the screen 
bunds will provide effective screening features, notably at a close range. 
Also of importance is the Site location and higher landform adjacent to the 
west, particularly with regards to reducing wider views from the Severn 
Valley. 

6.12.3. Overall, magnitude of impact ranged from Large to Negligible and No 
Impact. 

6.12.4. With regards to the immediate vicinity to the south and east, Viewpoint 
Location 1 and 2 are from Heldre Lane. There will be a Large magnitude of 
impact and a Major (adverse) significance of effect for residents and a 
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road users. A similar level was 
recorded for road users at Viewpoint Location 2. 

6.12.5. Within close range, a Medium to Large magnitude of impact was noted 
for Viewpoint Location 3, 4 and 6 resulting in a Moderate to Major 
(adverse) significance of effect for residents at Viewpoint Location 4 (Heldre 
Lane). Whilst a Moderate (adverse) and Moderate (neutral) significance 
of effect will occur for footpath users at Viewpoint Location 3 (south of Nelly 
Andrews' Green) and Viewpoint Location 6 (on Heldre Hill) respectively.  

6.12.6. There was a further occurrence at close range to the north-east at 
Viewpoint Location 10 (Garreg Bank (lower) in Trewern) with a Moderate 
to Major (adverse) significance of effect for residents and Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users. The same result applies at 
Viewpoint Location 22 (A458 at Buttington Bridge) with a Moderate to 
Major (adverse) significance of effect for Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail 
users and a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for workers at nearby 
employment areas and road users. 

6.12.7. A Medium magnitude of impact was recorded at close range for the 
following. At Viewpoint Location 5 and 7 from public footpaths to the south 
and south-east respectively. A Moderate (neutral) and Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect applied for footpath users. A Moderate to 
Major (adverse) significance of effect was noted for residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) at Viewpoint Location 7. At Viewpoint Location 16 (Moel 
y Golfa) to the north-east, a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect was 
recorded for footpath users. 

6.12.8. A maximum Medium magnitude of impact occurred within the same range 
due to views of crane movements against the skyline (Viewpoint Location 
8, 9, 11 and 13) and a landform backdrop (Viewpoint Location 19 and 20). 
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6.12.9. This transpired in settlement areas in and around Trewern at Viewpoint 
Location 8, 9, 11 and 13 where a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect 
for residents (upper floor windows) and Minor-Moderate (adverse) for road 
users applies. 

6.12.10. At Viewpoint Location 19 (near Pool Quay) there will be a Moderate to 
Major (adverse) significance of effect for residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) and a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for 
footpath users. Whilst at Viewpoint Location 20 (A483 at Pool Quay) there 
will be a Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for Offa’s Dyke 
Path National Trail users and a Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of 
effect for road users. 

6.12.11. In addition, a maximum Medium level at a medium range was noted in 
relation to views of crane movements against a landform backdrop 
(Viewpoint Location 18 and 23 to 25). This occurred at Viewpoint Location 
18 (established viewing point at Rodney's Pillar) with a Moderate to Major 
(adverse) significance of effect and Viewpoint Location 23 (from B4381 at 
Welshpool) resulting in a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect for 
residents (upper floor windows) and a Minor-Moderate (neutral) 
significance of effect for road users.  

6.12.12. It also applies at a long range at Viewpoint Location 24 (Powis Castle) with 
a Major (neutral) significance of effect for visitors and at Viewpoint Location 
25 (Y Golfa) with a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect for footpath 
users. 

6.12.13. For the remainder, there was a Small or lower magnitude of impact 
including with regards to more general impacts for Viewpoint Locations 
within close range and medium range. In terms of the latter, there will be a 
Small magnitude of impact at Viewpoint Location 14 (from Bacheldre Lane) 
with a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) and a Minor (adverse) significance of effect for road 
users. 

During Operation 
6.12.14. Relevant in this phase are the differing views of the upper elevations and 

rooflines of the ERF building including its graduated appearance. In terms 
of mitigation measures, the selection of cladding colours is appropriate with 
respect to its landscape setting. As stated, the assessment allows for the 
screening properties of screen bunds and not proposed native woodland 
planting shown on the Landscape Masterplan.  

6.12.15. Overall, magnitude of impact ranged from potentially Large to Negligible. 

6.12.16. With regards to the immediate vicinity, at Viewpoint Location 1 (Heldre 
Lane) and there will be a Medium to Large (potentially Large) magnitude 
of impact. This will result in a Major (adverse) significance of effect for 
residents (ground and potential first floor locations/gardens) and a 
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road users (worst case 
scenario). In the same range, at Viewpoint Location 2 (Heldre Lane) a 
Medium to Large magnitude of impact applied for road users with a 
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect. 
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6.12.17. There was one case of a Medium to Large magnitude of impact at close 
range at Viewpoint Location 10 (Garreg Bank (lower), Trewern) for 
residents (ground floor locations/gardens) with a Moderate to Major 
(adverse) significance of effect and a Moderate (adverse) significance of 
effect for road users. 

6.12.18. A Medium magnitude of impact occurred at the following within close 
range: 

� Viewpoint Location 4 (Heldre Lane) with a Moderate to Major 
(adverse) significance of effect for residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) and a Minor-Moderate (adverse) 
significance of effect for road users; 

� In terms of public footpaths, there will be a Moderate (adverse) 
significance of effect for footpath users at Viewpoint Location 3 
(south of Nelly Andrews' Green). Whilst at Viewpoint Location 5 
(to the south), Viewpoint Location 6 (to the south-east) and at 
Viewpoint Location 16 (Moel y Golfa), there will be a Moderate 
(neutral) significance of effect for footpath users; 

� Viewpoint Location 8, 9 and 11 to 13 offer views from settlement 
areas in and around Trewern. A Moderate (adverse) 
significance of effect for residents (upper floor windows) and a 
Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road users 
was recorded; and  

� At Viewpoint Location 22 (A458 at Buttington Bridge) there will 
be a Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for 
Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail users and a Minor-Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for workers at nearby 
employment areas and road users. 

6.12.19. At medium range and more commonly at a long range, a Small magnitude 
of impact or lower applied. 

During Decommissioning 
6.12.20. In the decommissioning phase, the main visual effects concern crane 

movements involved with the removal of built form. Ground restoration 
would be harder to identify overall in part due to the presence of screen 
bunds and proposed native woodland planting both within the Site and on 
its periphery. New tree planting has the potential to provide long term 
enhancement including with regards to the wider Site setting. 

6.12.21. Overall, magnitude of impact ranged from Medium to Negligible or No 
Impact. A Small or lower magnitude of impact occurred more frequently 
overall when compared to the construction and operation phases.  

6.12.22. Of the Viewpoint Locations which noted a Medium or Small magnitude of 
impact during decommissioning, the following were considered to be 
significant: Viewpoint Location 1 (immediate vicinity), Viewpoint Location 3, 
4, 7, 10, 19, 20 and 22 (close range) and Viewpoint Location 14 (medium 
range). 

6.12.23. Results which recorded a Medium magnitude of impact are summarised 
below: 
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� Immediate vicinity: Viewpoint Location 1 and 2 (Heldre Lane), 
Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for residents 
and a Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road 
users. A similar level was recorded for road users at Viewpoint 
Location 2; and 

� Close range: From public footpaths. Viewpoint Location 3, there 
will be a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect. Viewpoint 
Location 5 and 6, Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. 
From settlement areas, Viewpoint Location 4 (Heldre Lane) and 
Viewpoint Location 10 (Garreg Bank (lower), Trewern). 
Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for residents 
(ground floor locations/gardens) and a Minor-Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users. 

6.12.24. With regards to a Small magnitude of impact and at a close range:  

� Viewpoint Location 7 (immediately south of Pob Ceiniog) for 
residents (ground floor locations/gardens) with a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect and footpath users Minor-
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect; 

� Viewpoint Location 19 (near Pool Quay) with a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) and a Minor (adverse) significance of effect 
for road users. The same level applied for Viewpoint Location 20 
(A483 at Pool Quay) for Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail users 
with a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect and road users 
with a Minor (adverse) significance of effect. 

6.12.25. At a medium range, there will be a Small magnitude of impact at Viewpoint 
Location 14 (from Bacheldre Lane) with a Moderate (adverse) significance 
of effect for residents (ground floor locations/gardens) and a Minor 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users. 

6.12.26. With regards to visual capacity, the majority of the Site including the existing 
quarry void has been allocated for employment uses in the Powys Local 
Development Plan 2011 – 2026. A Medium capacity for change has been 
assigned by B&A in this instance for the visual amenity at all distance 
ranges. Effects have informed the evaluation of landscape capacity 
considered in Section 5. 

6.12.27. In terms of visual effects relating to the proposed site access, there will be 
a Large magnitude of impact and Moderate (neutral) significance of effect 
due to the context of the existing dominant road use and visual amenity 
experience.  
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6.13. CUMULATIVE EFFECTS 
6.13.1. Cumulative effects have been considered in relation to large scale 

commercial development such as warehouses along the main road network 
(e.g. A458 and A483) and on the edge of settlements, namely at Buttington 
and Welshpool. 

6.13.2. For northern and north-westerly locations, more extensive views are not 
available until a higher elevation allows both views of the Site and 
development further south around settlement areas. For example at 
Viewpoint Location 11 From Garreg Bank (upper), Trewern (1.9km north-
east) (close range) and from Viewpoint Location 16 to 18 which are from the 
hill summits of Moel y Golfa, Middletown Hill and Rodney's Pillar (Breidden 
Hill). 

6.13.3. To the south-west, landform and vegetation limits views of both the Site and 
areas of development until a medium range. At Viewpoint Location 23 From 
B4381 at Welshpool (5km south-west) and Viewpoint Location 24 From 
Powis Castle, Welshpool (6.4km south-west) existing industrial buildings 
are within closer proximity to the viewer, whereas, the Site forms part of the 
wider context. At Viewpoint Location 25 From Y Golfa (Welshpool Golf Club) 
(8.9km south-west) both the Development and the existing Buttington Cross 
Enterprise Park/Welshpool Livestock Sales building on the edge of 
Welshpool will be viewed as part of the broad scene. 

6.13.4. The Development will not result in adverse cumulative effects in regards to 
the above. 

6.14. CONSIDERATION OF WINTER VIEWS 

6.14.1. As part of the LVIA process, consideration has been given to the visual 
amenity during winter months to establish what additional visibility might 
occur. For instance, this may involve increasing views of activity during 
construction and decommissioning due to a lack of treecover or increased 
views of built form during operation. It also takes into account whether the 
proposed cladding colour scheme is suitable during winter.  

6.14.2. The cladding colour scheme is set out in the Design and Access Statement 
and depicted in the summer time photographs (Figures L9 to L109).  

6.14.3. Appendix 12 (Sheets 1 to 16) includes a selection of viewpoint locations in 
the immediate vicinity and within close range which were photographed 
during winter months (February 2019) together with a photomontage 
(winter) view for each Viewpoint Location. 

6.14.4. Viewpoint Locations 2, 5, 8 to 11 are considered together with views close 
to Viewpoint Locations 4 and 22. The proposed native woodland planting 
illustrated by the Landscape Masterplan is shown on photomontage views 
(both winter and summer). During the operation phase, no allowance is 
made for the additional screening benefits offered by proposed native 
woodland planting. 
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Close Range Views to the South and East  
6.14.5. Winter views are explored from Viewpoint Location 2 and near to Viewpoint 

Location 4 which are both from Heldre Lane. Viewpoint Location 5 is from a 
public footpath south of Buttington leading towards the Longmountain. 

Viewpoint Location 2: From Heldre Lane  

Refer to Summer Views: Figures L12 to L14 and Winter Views: Sheets 
1 and 2 (Appendix 12) 

6.14.6. Viewpoint Location 2 is from Heldre Lane and is to the south-east of the Site 
within the immediate vicinity (480m).  

6.14.7. The current winter view (Sheet 1) looks across open agricultural fields 
bordered by hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Whilst the Site is viewed 
against a backdrop of landform. The partially finished screen bund adjacent 
to Sale Lane can be identified. The photomontage (winter) view (Sheet 2) 
shows the ERF building and stack. A clear view is available of the south-
eastern façade of the ERF building and the proposed cladding colour 
scheme with its muted tones and different green hues complements the 
rural landscape setting. Also of note is the bicolour of the stack, the upper 
part of which is seen against the skyline. Given the open nature of the 
agricultural fields, a reduction in vegetation outwith the Site in the immediate 
vicinity will not lead to an increase in views of built form. 

6.14.8. The assessment of winter views concurs with that for summer views 
(Figures L12 to L14). 

Near to Viewpoint Location 4 From Heldre Lane at Upper Heldre 

Refer to Summer Views: Figures L18 to L20 and Winter Views: Sheets 
3 and 4 (Appendix 12) 

6.14.9. This second location is near to Viewpoint Location 4 on Heldre Lane at 
Upper Heldre. It offers a more distant elevated view from the road.   

6.14.10. The Site is seen in a wider context consisting of agricultural fields bordered 
by hedgerows and hedgerow trees with woodland tracts in places. In terms 
of the latter, the mixed woodland frames the north-western Site boundary. 
Whilst the partially finished screen bund adjacent to Sale Lane can be 
identified (Sheet 3). The photomontage (winter) view (Sheet 4) shows the 
ERF building and stack. A view is available of the south-eastern façade of 
the ERF building and stack. The proposed cladding colour scheme with its 
muted tones and different green hues complements the rural landscape 
setting. Given the open nature of the agricultural fields, a reduction in 
vegetation outwith the Site in the immediate vicinity will not lead to an 
increase in views of built form. 

6.14.11. The assessment of winter views concurs with that for summer views for 
Viewpoint Location 4 (Figures L18 to L20). 

Viewpoint Location 5 From public footpath south of Buttington 
leading towards the Longmountain  
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Refer to Summer Views: Figures L21 to L23 and Winter Views: Sheets 
5 and 6 (Appendix 12) 

6.14.12. Viewpoint Location 5 is from a public footpath south of Buttington and is 
within close range of the Site (1.3km). It represents the most distant view 
considered in this general direction and is from an elevated location.  

6.14.13. This northerly view looks across the wooded slopes towards the Site which 
is seen in a wider context consisting of agricultural fields and woodland 
blocks. The tract of mixed woodland frames the north-western Site 
boundary. Whilst settlement areas including dispersed farmsteads and 
villages can be seen in the distance (Sheet 5). The photomontage (winter) 
view (Sheet 6) shows the southern façade of the ERF building and stack 
which are seen against a backdrop of landform. The proposed cladding 
colour scheme with its muted tones and different green hues complements 
the rural landscape setting. The view towards the Site is not influenced by 
woodland cover and a reduction in treecover will not lead to increased views 
of the Development. 

6.14.14. The assessment of winter views concurs with that for summer views 
(Figures L21 to L23). 

Close Range Views to the North, North-East and East  
6.14.15. Viewpoint Locations 8 to 11 explore winter views from the road network and 

nearby villages.  

Viewpoint Location 8 From A458 at Cefn  

Refer to Summer Views: Figures L30 to L32 and Winter Views: Sheets 
7 and 8 (Appendix 12)  

6.14.16. Viewpoint Location 8 is from the A458 which passes through Cefn and is to 
the north-east of the Site within close range (1.1km).  

6.14.17. The existing (winter) view (Sheet 7) looks across the A458 which is 
bordered by a hedgerow. At a further distance are residential properties and 
individual mature trees in places. The topography rises towards the horizon 
and the Site forms part of this wider elevated area which has a more rural 
appearance of agricultural fields, hill slopes and woodland. 

6.14.18. The photomontage (winter) view (Sheet 6) shows the northern façade of the 
ERF building and stack which are viewed against the skyline. The proposed 
cladding colour scheme with its muted tones and different green hues 
complements the mainly rural landscape setting. A reduction in treecover 
outwith the Site will not lead to increased views of the Development. 

6.14.19. The assessment of winter views concurs with that for summer views 
(Figures L30 to L32). 

Viewpoint Location 9 From A458 at Trewern 

Refer to Summer Views: Figures L33 to L35 and Winter Views: Sheets 
9 and 10 (Appendix 12) 
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6.14.20. Viewpoint Location 9 is from the A458 at Trewern and is to the north-east 
of the Site within close range (1.9km). Receptors will include residents 
(upper floor windows) (Medium sensitivity) and road users (Low sensitivity). 

6.14.21. The existing (winter) view (Sheet 9) looks in a south-westerly direction and 
is at a slightly further distance from Viewpoint Location 8. It offers a view of 
agricultural fields bordered by hedgerows and hedgerow trees. The 
topography rises towards the horizon and the Site forms part of this wider 
elevated area. The photomontage (winter) view (Sheet 10) shows the 
northern façade of the ERF building and stack which are viewed against the 
skyline. The proposed cladding colour scheme with its muted tones and 
different green hues complements the mainly rural landscape setting. A 
reduction in treecover outwith the Site will not lead to increased views of the 
Development. 

6.14.22. The assessment of winter views concurs with that for summer views 
(Figures L33 to L35). 

Viewpoint Location 10 From Garreg Bank (lower), Trewern  

Refer to Summer Views: Figures L36 to L38 and Winter Views: Sheets 
11 and 12 (Appendix 12) 

6.14.23. Viewpoint Location 10 is from Garreg Bank (lower) in Trewern and is to the 
north-east of the Site within close range (1.7km).  

6.14.24. The existing (winter) view (Sheet 11) looks out from the residential area of 
Trewern beyond which is a more rural setting of agricultural fields and 
woodland tracts. The topography rises towards the horizon and the Site 
forms part of this wider elevated area. The photomontage (winter) view 
(Sheet 12) shows the northern façade of the ERF building and stack which 
are viewed against the skyline. The proposed cladding colour scheme with 
its muted tones and different green hues complements the mainly rural 
landscape setting. A reduction in treecover outwith the Site will not lead to 
increased views of the Development. 

6.14.25. The assessment of winter views concurs with that for summer views 
(Figures L36 to L38). 

Viewpoint Location 11 From Garreg Bank (upper), Trewern  

Refer to Summer Views: Figures L39 to L41 and Winter Views: Sheets 
13 and 14 (Appendix 12) 

6.14.26. Viewpoint Location 11 is from Garreg Bank (upper) in Trewern and is to the 
north-east of the Site within close range (1.9km). Receptors will include 
residents (upper floor windows) (Medium sensitivity) and road users (Low 
sensitivity). 

6.14.27. Viewpoint Location 11 is at a slightly further distance and higher elevation 
in comparison to Viewpoint Location 10. 

6.14.28. The existing (winter) view (Sheet 13) comprises an open view across 
residential properties towards the Site. Beyond the village, agricultural fields 
divided by hedgerows and field trees are present at a low level. At a further 
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distance, as the landform rises it becomes more wooded. The Site forms 
part of a wider elevated area.   

6.14.29. The photomontage (winter) view (Sheet 14) shows the northern façade of 
the ERF building and stack which are viewed against the skyline. The 
proposed cladding colour scheme with its muted tones and different green 
hues complements the mainly rural landscape setting. A reduction in 
treecover outwith the Site will not lead to increased views of the 
Development. 

6.14.30. The assessment of winter views concurs with that for summer views 
(Figures L39 to L41). 

Close Range Views to the South-West 

Near to Viewpoint Location 22 From A458 at Buttington Bridge 

Refer to Summer Views: Figures L72 to L74 and Winter Views: Sheets 
15 and 16 (Appendix 12) 

6.14.31. This location is near to Viewpoint Location 22 from the A458 at Buttington 
Bridge. It is to the south-west of the Site within close range. The assessment 
has considered the visual Figures prepared for Viewpoint Location 22 
(Figures L72 to L74). 

6.14.32. The existing (winter) view (Sheet 15) consists of a view of agricultural fields 
divided by hedgerows and interspersed by farmsteads. At a further distance, 
landform rises and the Site forms part of a higher elevated area which 
features a background of the wooded slopes and summits of Breidden Hill, 
Middletown Hill and Moel y Golfa. The photomontage (winter) view (Sheet 
16) shows the south-western façade of the ERF building and the stack. The 
proposed cladding colour scheme with its muted tones and different green 
hues complements the rural landscape setting. Also of note is the bicolour 
of the stack, the upper part of which is seen against the skyline. 

6.14.33. The assessment of winter views concurs with that for summer views for 
Viewpoint Location 22 (Figures L72 to L74). 

Conclusions  
6.14.34. In summary, the visual impact assessment found that in summer months, 

the selection of natural cladding colours will assist in assimilating the 
proposed built form into a mainly rural visual setting. This also applies to the 
winter views assessed. The cladding colour scheme merges with the wider 
landscape setting and forms part of the scene rather than being a focus.  

6.14.35. There will be no change to the visual impact assessment findings for 
summer views during any phases with regards to a reduction in treecover 
outwith the Site. Although vegetation is reduced, it does not result in 
increased views of built form.  
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6.14.36. With regards to the Site and mitigation measures such as proposed native 
woodland planting. As stated, new tree planting is not factored into the 
visual impact assessment in the operation phase. An objective of the design 
scheme for the Development was that it should not be wholly dependent on 
the need for screening in this phase, rather the key aspects are the siting of 
the Development within a quarry void and architectural design of the ERF 
and cladding colour scheme. Therefore, the LVIA considers a worst case 
scenario overall with screening provided by screen bunds only.  

6.14.37. The landscape proposals will achieve long term biodiversity enhancement 
together with visual and character improvements. This offers a local visual 
‘softening’ of views which is recognised as a positive influence, particularly 
at a close range. Woodland will gradually offer an enhanced visual 
experience as it matures and this is recognised in the decommissioning 
phase for views, notably within this range. 
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6.15. CONSIDERATION OF PLUME VISIBILITY 

6.15.1. Each photomontage illustration presented in the LVIA uses the average 
calculated visible plume as set out in the Methodology (see Appendix 1). 
The plume is taken into account as part of the assessment of the overall 
visibility of the stack. However, for the most part, the average visible plume 
does not represent a significant detractor.  

6.15.2. It is acknowledged that when visible, it has the potential to heighten the 
visibility of the stack and therefore, the Development in a wider landscape 
context. Generally, this is dependent on a number of factors: 

� Atmospheric conditions will have an influence on the visible 
presence of the plume. For example, in winter months when low 
temperature and humidity are more frequent, the plume length 
and visibility may be more apparent. Whilst in summer months, 
both would decline; and 

� Presence of cloud cover or clear blue skies as the latter will lead 
to an increased contrast with the visible plume. 

6.15.3. In Chapter 6 of the ES (Air Quality), the modelling indicates that when 
visible, the plume length is predicted to be short (c.4m for 30% of daylight 
hours).  It is forecasted to extend to up to 107m in length for 5% of the time 
and would remain within the Site boundary (113m from the stack location). 
Given the results of the modelling, the plume will be visible for a limited 
number of daylight hours. Some infrequent adverse visual effects may 
occur as outlined above, but this will be dependent on weather conditions. 
Overall, it will not result in significant adverse visual effects. 

6.15.4. To explore a worst case scenario, an example photomontage view of the 
maximum calculated visible plume length is provided in Appendix 14. This 
has been established using the approach set out in the methodology 
(Appendix 1). The photomontage view illustrates the maximum calculated 
plume length from Viewpoint Location 11: From Garreg Bank (upper), 
Trewern which is within close range (c.1.9km north-east). In such instances, 
this longer visible plume will accentuate the context of the visibility of the 
overall ERF building and in particular the stack. However, two factors are of 
note, firstly, the transient nature of the visible plume and secondly, the wider 
context of the Site within which the visible plume will disperse, albeit, over 
a longer range than ordinarily experienced. This is not predicted to increase 
the overall scale of effect beyond the currently described limits. Thus, the 
significance of effect is not likely to increase either.  

6.16. ASSESSMENT OF LIGHTING EFFECTS 

6.16.1. During construction, night time views will be possible of safety lighting 
associated with the crane and other security measures. 

6.16.2. The proposed lighting scheme during the operation of the Development is 
represented by the report and Drawings prepared by Illume Design (Dated 
1 August 2019) which are provided in the ES. It is assessed in this Section. 
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6.16.3. The proposed lighting scheme includes illuminance of the ERF and access 
road. Lighting of immediate areas will avoid light bleed (upwards into darker 
skies) and feature modern down light fixtures. The ERF building itself may 
be fitted with similar downlight fittings, however, the façade is designed to 
avoid direct openings or translucent cladding that may allow light exposure 
during night time. It is assumed that the lighting will be operational during 
all hours of darkness to allow the safe operation of the Development.  

6.16.4. The stack will be fitted with a specialist infra-red night vision lighting system, 
not detectable to the human eye (see Section 4.3 in Chapter 4 of the ES). 
Therefore, no impact of high level lighting of the stack to the night time scene 
is predicted to occur. Lighting of the new development could offer a visual 
impact where there are known areas of night views and an appreciation of 
darker skies.  

6.16.5. In order to assess the possible effects of the lighting upon the night sky, this 
assessment has selected a range of Viewpoint Locations to explore the 
current situation concerning the night sky and explore the likely 
consequences of the proposed lighting scheme. It is recognised that the 
range (distance) from the Development that effects may take place is greatly 
reduced when compared to the day time ZTV during night time hours 
(Figures L5 and L6). The Viewpoint Locations have been illustrated in 
Appendix 11 (Sheets 1 to 6). 

6.16.6. The terminology of magnitude of impact and resultant significance of effect 
are less applicable to the process of understanding effects due to lighting. 
To ensure a balanced review, this appraisal provides a narrative description 
for selected illustrated views. It then predicts whether the effects could be 
accommodated or if the proposed lighting scheme will become such a 
notable effect that it results in a significant change when compared to the 
current situation. Also relevant is the context of the night time views from 
residential properties. During day time, views would be regarded as being 
sensitive but the same might not apply at night time, especially in cases 
where the background does not involve a totally dark night sky. 

6.16.7. In terms of lighting, light spill relates to the unwanted spillage of light onto 
adjacent areas which may affect receptors. Sky glow concerns the 
‘brightening of the night sky’. Whilst glare refers to the ‘uncomfortable 
brightness of a light source when viewed against a darker background’. 
(page 3)36 

6.16.8. Primary effects concern where a light source is visible, whilst secondary 
effects refer to reflective sources or light bleed. In the case of the ERF 
building, for the most part, the lower sections are screened to a level 
equivalent to 12m off the floor level of 90mAOD. Thus, light spill (direct) 
effects are not anticipated to cause a significant impact where the ERF 
building is located. However, sky glow could remain a detectible effect. 
There may be some limited locations where light spill will occur from the 
lighting of the access road for some close range receptors. The potential 

 
36 Guidance Note 01/20, Guidance notes for the reduction of obtrusive light, Institute of Lighting Professionals, 2020 
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effects have been set out in the following narrative. Overall, the greater likely 
effect will be sky glow rather than light spill. 

6.16.9. Seven Viewpoint Locations have been selected and an assessment of 
effects is provided below. The relevant Sheet included in Appendix 11 is 
indicated.    

Viewpoint Location 4: From Heldre Lane at Upper Heldre 
(Refer to Appendix 11 Sheet 1) 

Reason for Selection 
6.16.10. To explore a more elevated location (compared to the Site), the relative 

expectation of a darker night sky and lower expectation of closer range light 
sources. 

Assessment of Effects 
6.16.11. Viewpoint Location 4 (close range) demonstrates the relative darkness 

where views are gained towards the Site with only small isolated sources of 
light from farms/hamlets etc. Therefore, whilst not a wholly dark sky, the 
light source levels are relatively low. The proposed lighting scheme will 
create a low level of glow which could also illuminate the outline of new built 
form. There will be a Small or Medium (maximum) magnitude of impact 
with a likely Moderate (neutral) significant of effect for residents (ground 
floor locations/gardens) and a Minor (neutral) significant of effect for road 
users. 

Viewpoint Location 6: From footpath on Heldre Hill (Refer 
to Appendix 11 Sheet 2) 

Reason for Selection 
6.16.12. Whilst it is accepted that the footpath is highly unlikely to be used during the 

night, the location provided a good overview of the Site and adjacent areas 
to help identify the light sources and general baseline of the night sky. 

Assessment of Effects 
6.16.13. Viewpoint Location 6 (close range) is not a location expected to be 

frequented during hours of darkness and No Impact is predicted with 
respect to footpath receptors. However, it usefully sets out the broader 
Severn Valley night time situation with large-scale lighting sources seen as 
a direct light or sky glow from Welshpool, Trewern and the main Trunk 
Roads as well as localised farmsteads and hamlets. The Site is located 
between the existing areas of main light intrusion and is within an area of 
greater darkness. Thus, low levels of observed night glow will be less 
intrusive than the light spill. Where locations may be gained observing the 
night sky and incorporating the Site, a Very Small to Small (maximum) 
magnitude of impact may occur. The consequence is not likely to be more 
than a Minor (neutral) significant of effect. 
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Viewpoint Location 7: From Brunant, immediately south of 
Pob Ceiniog (Refer to Appendix 11 Sheet 3) 
Reason for Selection 

6.16.14. Selected due to its elevated location and is near to residential properties. 
This provides an understanding of the effects of the lighting upon the current 
situation. Together with the broader appreciation through Viewpoint 
Location 6, it assists in understanding the effect of the proposed lighting 
scheme from locations that are identified as likely to be the closest and thus, 
potentially sensitive. 

Assessment of Effects 
6.16.15. Viewpoint Location 7 (close range) considers a known view from a 

residential area towards the Site. It is likely to apply to residents rather than 
footpath users on the track. Given the assessment and understanding 
gained from Viewpoint Location 6, the existing light spill and sky glow is 
evident from Trewern. Some distant sky glow can also be detected from 
Welshpool. The Site which is located in an area of greater darkness will 
become more visible at night due to the effects of sky glow, although direct 
lighting spill is not anticipated to be a cause of impact. It will be seen as an 
extension to the current light spill/sky glare at Trewern and this direction of 
view creates a close link in visual terms to the Site.  The effects will remain 
at a Small magnitude of impact with a Moderate (neutral) significant of 
effect for residents (ground floor locations/gardens).  

Viewpoint Location 11: From Garreg Bank (upper), Trewern 
(Refer to Appendix 11 Sheet 4) 
Reason for Selection 

6.16.16. Views from Trewern are identified to be sensitive receptors (residential 
properties) and are therefore, worthy of further evaluation for lighting effects. 
The Viewpoint Location is located within a broadly darker locale than in 
comparison to other residential areas and thus, enables a greater 
appreciation of the night sky. 

Assessment of Effects 
6.16.17. Viewpoint Location 11 (close range) is a wholly different direction of view 

but also demonstrates the existing light sources along the A458 and within 
the built up areas of Trewern. Thus, the existing night view is already heavily 
compromised. The proposed lighting scheme for the Site will almost be 
totally hidden though some residual sky glow may be observed. The 
consequence of the additional light will be a Very Small magnitude of 
impact and is unlikely to have anything more than a Minor (neutral) 
significant of effect for residents (upper floor windows) (Medium) and a 
Negligible (neutral) significant of effect for road users. 
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Viewpoint Location 21: From A483 near Pool Quay at Strata 
Marcella Abbey (Refer to Appendix 11 Sheet 5) 
Reason for Selection 

6.16.18. From a comparative location (in terms of distance) from the north-west and 
looks across the Severn Valley towards the Site. It creates a differing night 
sky compared to the previous views that are directed looking south-
westwards. 

Assessment of Effects 
6.16.19. Viewpoint Location 21 (close range) demonstrates the low levels of existing 

light sources. The assessment applies primarily to road users rather than 
Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail users in this instance. A small amount of sky 
glow is detected near to the Site, believed to be from a nearby farmstead, 
with minor light sources elsewhere. The proposed lighting scheme will only 
be detected as a result of sky glow rather than direct lighting. This will lead 
to a Very Small or Small (maximum) magnitude of impact, which is 
assessed as being a Minor (neutral) significant of effect for road users. 

Viewpoint Location 22: From A458 at Buttington Bridge 
(Refer to Appendix 11 Sheet 6) 
Reason for Selection 

6.16.20. Selected to establish the potential effects of the lighting from the highway 
but from a visual alignment where the ERF building and stack is prominent 
on the skyline. 

Assessment of Effects 
6.16.21. Viewpoint Location 22 (close range) demonstrates the night sky, which 

remains generally dark, apart from sky glow from the Offa’s Dyke Business 
Park and distant farmsteads which create a low level of glow within the 
vicinity of the Site. The proposed lighting scheme will add to the level of sky 
glow with a Small magnitude of impact. However, given the location within 
the highway corridor, there will be a Very Small magnitude of impact and a 
Negligible (neutral) significant of effect for workers at nearby employment 
areas and road users. 

Conclusions  
6.16.22. Thus, the broad conclusions concerning the proposed lighting scheme and 

effects of lighting upon the night time sky is that whilst some localised 
Moderate (neutral) significant of effect might be experienced, the overall 
effects are more likely to have a Minor (neutral) or Negligible (neutral) 
significant of effect for identified receptors.  

6.16.23. In terms of significance of effect, given the baseline of a night sky that has 
existing light sources and is not wholly dark, in that sense, the proposed 
lighting scheme is not predicted to have a significant adverse effect. 
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7. PLANNING ASSESSMENT 

7.1. INTRODUCTION 

7.1.1. Planning policy at a national and local level has been reviewed regarding 
landscape and visual matters with respect to the Development.  

7.2. NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY 

Planning Policy Wales (Edition 10) (2018) 
7.2.1. The document sets out the land use planning policies of the Welsh 

Government. 

7.2.2. Chapter 2 People and Places: Achieving Well-being Through 
Placemaking states that a key planning principle is to achieve the right 
development in the right place. This involves making the best use of 
resources, including land which underpins sustainable development and 
limiting environmental impacts on natural, historic and cultural assets which 
must be protected. In addition, negative environmental impacts should be 
avoided in the wider public interest. Assessing the Sustainable Benefits of 
Development, lists the key factors relating to Social, Cultural and 
Environmental Considerations (paragraph 2.25). 

7.2.3. The proposed ERF building and stack will be located in the quarry void in 
the central environs of the Site (see Illustrative Cross Sections in Appendix 
3). The main ERF building features a graduated roofline to avoid a boxy 
appearance. The choice of cladding colours is intended to be sympathetic 
to the landscape setting and uses prevailing natural shades of green and 
light brown hues. Thus, it achieves a subtle yet high degree of architectural 
design presence. 

7.2.4. The LVIA has assessed the individual phases of the Development. 
Landscape effects considers character (local and national), landscape 
designations and cultural heritage assets. Whilst visual effects appraises a 
range of receptors including residents, road users, visitors to Powis Castle 
and footpath users including on the Offa’s Dyke National Trail.  

7.2.5. In terms of landscape proposals, screen bunds will be planted with native 
broadleaved trees. The Landscape Masterplan also comprises areas of 
open mosaic habitat, species-rich neutral grassland and SuDS measures. 

7.2.6. During the operation phase, the assessment has made no allowance for the 
additional screening benefits of proposed native woodland planting. 
Consideration is given to the screen bunds only. During the 
decommissioning phase, it will offer long term enhancement both in 
landscape and visual terms. 

7.2.7. Of the adverse impacts or effects that have been identified, none appear to 
be so overriding to the context of the view such that it would have  a wholly 
dominant or intrusive effect. 
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7.2.8. Chapter 3 Strategic and Spatial Choices refers to the five aspects of good 
design namely, access, character, community safety, environmental 
sustainability and movement. Strategic Placemaking states that 
development plans should identify sites for new development and notes the 
preference for previously developed land (also known as brownfield land) 
for development. In the countryside, new proposals should be of a scale and 
design that respects the character of the surrounding area (paragraph 3.37). 

7.2.9. The Site represents brownfield land which has been allocated as being 
suitable for employment uses (including waste) through the Adopted Powys 
Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026 (April 2018).  

7.2.10. Chapter 5 Productive and Enterprising Places refers to the following 
matters which have been applied to the Development: 

� When considering planning applications for renewable and low 
carbon energy proposals ‘… only the direct irreversible 
impacts on statutorily protected sites and buildings and 
their settings (where appropriate) should be considered…’ 
(paragraph 5.9.17) The LVIA has not identified wholly dominant 
or intrusive consequences in relation to adverse effects 
resulting from the Development; 

� Planning authorities should identify and specify suitable ways to 
mitigate adverse impacts of renewable and low carbon 
energy development (paragraph 5.9.18). The LVIA has 
considered local planning policy and SPG adopted by Powys 
County Council later in this Section; 

� Consideration should be given to how to avoid or minimise, 
adverse impacts by addressing location, scale, design and 
other measures (paragraph 5.9.19): Mitigation measures 
incorporated into the Development include the design (e.g. 
graduated roofline), the selection of colour cladding for built form 
and location of screen bunds illustrated by the Landscape 
Masterplan. The design process has been undertaken over an 
extended period of time. Consideration has been given to 
comments in the Scoping Direction. Discussions have been held 
with the Design Commission for Wales in the interim period. 
Comments received during the pre-application consultation 
process have been taken into account; and  

� Sustainable Waste Management Facilities recognises the 
social, economic and environmental benefits of proposals. 
However, the impact of proposals on the local amenity, the 
natural and built environment should be suitably assessed to 
determine whether a planning application is acceptable. In 
cases where adverse impacts on amenity or the environment 
cannot be mitigated, then planning permission should be 
refused. (paragraph 5.13.2): The LVIA has been undertaken in 
adherence with current guidance and best practice. Landscape 
and visual effects have been considered. Impacts and effects 
during the individual phases of the Development have been 
assessed.  
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7.2.11. Chapter 6 Distinctive and Natural Places sets out how landscapes, the 
historic environment and habitats can be beneficial for Wales. Recognising 
the Special Characteristics of Places lists a number of different factors to be 
considered: 

� The Historic Environment states historic assets (e.g. 
Scheduled Monuments, Historic Landscapes and Historic parks 
and gardens) and their settings should be protected (paragraph 
6.1.7): Landscape and visual effects are assessed in Section 5 
and 6 of the LVIA respectively; 

� Green Infrastructure notes that the quality of the built 
environment should be enhanced by integrating green 
infrastructure into development including through landscaping 
and SuDS which may have wider biodiversity benefits 
(paragraph 6.2.5): The existing woodland on the southern Site 
boundary will be retained. The Landscape Masterplan includes 
SuDS measures, areas of open mosaic habitat and species-rich 
neutral grassland together with proposed native woodland 
planting. During the operation phase, the assessment has not 
factored in additional screening properties of new tree planting. 
In the decommissioning phase, as it matures, it will provide long 
term enhancement with neutral or beneficial effects; 

� Landscape: Highlights the intrinsic contribution of the 
landscape to a sense of place. Local authorities should protect 
their special characteristics. In cases ‘Where adverse effects on 
landscape character cannot be avoided, it will be necessary to 
refuse planning permission’. (paragraph 6.3.4): At a Site level, 
neutral effects will occur during all phases of the Development. 
Outwith the Site, the Development including incorporated 
mitigation measures will result in neutral indirect effects on 
landscape character; 

� Landscape Information including LANDMAP resources which 
can help inform planning proposals (paragraph 6.3.19): The 
LVIA has referred to the five LANDMAP Aspect layers and their 
Methodologies. Reference has been made to the guidance 
provided in the Adopted Landscape SPG (2019); and 

� Lighting concerns new developments and the design of 
lighting systems (paragraph 6.8.4): The proposed lighting 
scheme during the operation of the Development has been 
evaluated in the LVIA. It was found to result in a localised 
Moderate (neutral) significant of effect in some cases, with a 
more general Minor (neutral) or Negligible (neutral) significant 
of effect. 
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Technical Advice Notes (TAN) 

Technical Advice Note 5 Nature Conservation and Planning 
(September 2009)  

7.2.12. The document sets out how the land use planning system should contribute 
to protecting and enhancing matters such as biodiversity.  

7.2.13. With regards to the Development, as part of mitigation measures, the 
partially finished screen bund along Sale Lane will be completed. Along with 
the proposed screen bunds elsewhere within the Site, it will be grass seeded 
and planted with native broadleaved woodland as shown on the Landscape 
Masterplan. The proposals also comprise areas of open mosaic habitat and 
species-rich neutral grassland. They have the potential to offer long term 
neutral or beneficial effects. 

Technical Advice Note 12 Design (March 2016)  
7.2.14. The document sets out land use planning policy regarding promoting 

sustainability through good design and planning for sustainable buildings. 

7.2.15. Chapter 2 Defining Design states that inappropriate design which does 
not adequately consider its context or incorporates opportunities to enhance 
existing character, quality and function of an area, should not be accepted 
due to harmful effects on existing communities (paragraph 2.6). 

7.2.16. Chapter 4 Delivering Good Design outlines key objectives to reflect five 
aspects of good design (Access, Character, Community Safety, 
Environmental Sustainability and Movement). Character and Environmental 
Sustainability are relevant to the LVIA and their application to the 
Development is summarised in the table below. 

Table 11: Key Objectives of Good Design  

APPLICATION TO THE DEVELOPMENT 

Character 

Sustaining or enhancing 
local character, 
Promoting legible 
development, Promoting 
a successful relationship 
between public and 
private space, 
Promoting quality, 
choice and variety,  
Promoting innovative 
design. 

Landscape design (e.g. how the land will be treated to enhance/protect 
amenities and local area):  The ERF building and stack will be located in a 
quarry void in the central environs of the Site (see Illustrative Cross Sections 
in Appendix 3). Mature woodland along the southern Site boundary will be 
retained. The Landscape Masterplan illustrates the screen bunds and planting 
which form part of the mitigation measures. The LVIA has considered 
landscape and visual effects during all phases of the Development. 
Scale (e.g. development in relation to surroundings, including how aspects 
such as the height and massing contributes to the existing hierarchy of 
development to reinforce character and impacts on other matters such as 
local amenity): Immediately adjacent to the north-west of the Site is an area of 
elevated landform and mature mixed woodland which will provide effective 
screening for the Development from the west. The proposed built form is 
arranged in a tight cluster and is set in the central environs of the Site and is 
set back from the eastern and southern Site boundaries.  
Amount (uses for the proposals, potential uses in short and longer term, 
efficient use of land whilst safeguarding the quality of life): The Site represents 
brownfield land which has been allocated for employment use including waste 
in the Adopted Powys Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026 (April 2018). 
Development will take place in an altered landscape through mineral 
extraction rather than a greenfield site. During the construction phase, stored 
materials will be located in temporary Laydown Areas. Laydown Areas 3 and 
4 will be used for future employment based uses.  
Layout of development (how it integrates with its surroundings, relationship 
with wider site area and immediate vicinity, how external areas contribute 
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APPLICATION TO THE DEVELOPMENT 

towards the development and make it more sustainable, site location and how 
it links into adjacent uses): As part of mitigation measures, the choice of 
cladding colour is intended to be sympathetic to the landscape setting and 
uses prevailing natural shades of green and light brown hues. Attention has 
been given to the form and massing of proposed built form together with the 
graduated roofline incorporated into the final design. The LVIA has taken into 
account incorporated mitigation measures as part of the assessment of 
landscape and visual effects outlined in Section 4. The operation phase does 
not allow for the additional screening benefits of new woodland planting. In 
the decommissioning phase, planting as it matures will provide long term 
enhancement in landscape and visual terms.  
Appearance (e.g. materials, lighting, colour and texture): See layout of 
development above. 

Environmental Sustainability 

Achieving efficient use 
and protection of natural 
resources, Enhancing 
biodiversity and 
Designing for change. 

Landscape/townscape setting (e.g. how development works with the site 
and its landscape context):  See scale and layout of development above. 
Biodiversity and local environment (e.g. layout/planting): Proposed 
broadleaved woodland planting shown on the Landscape Masterplan will 
strengthen the existing framework of woodland both within and adjacent to the 
Site in the long term. The proposals also comprise areas of open mosaic 
habitat and species-rich neutral grassland. SuDS measures include a surface 
water attenuation pond together with amphibian wetland and peripheral 
habitat creation. 

 

7.2.17. Chapter 5 Assessing Design Issues addresses specific design matters. 
Overarching issues include strategic responses to climate change by 
incorporating SuDS measures and maximising of opportunities to enhance 
habitat connectivity. 

7.2.18. Landscape and townscape draws attention to distinctive settlement patterns 
and also the diverse landscape and topography of Wales. Consideration 
should be given to how development relates to its urban or rural landscape 
and the importance of understanding landscape quality, including historic 
character, is essential to the design process. Good design solutions should 
maximise natural landscape assets and minimise environmental impacts on 
the landscape. Exterior layouts and appropriate landscape treatment may 
help to integrate large new employment buildings into their surroundings. 
See Table 11 above. 

Technical Advice Note 21 Waste (February 2014) 
7.2.19. The document sets out relevant land use planning considerations for new 

waste management facilities.  

7.2.20. Chapter 3 Strategic Planning for Waste refers to factors which may affect 
the location of new waste management sites including within active or 
worked out quarries. The proposed ERF building and stack will be located 
in a quarry void in the central environs of the Site which has been allocated 
for employment uses (including waste) in the Adopted Powys Local 
Development Plan 2011 – 2026 (April 2018) (see Illustrative Cross Sections 
in Appendix 3). 
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7.2.21. Chapter 15 Visual Impact concerns the potential impacts of landscape 
character and visual amenity resulting from proposals, such as the 
proposed visual appearance of new waste management facilities. New 
development should use of existing topography to reduce visual impacts 
and should be sited where they will not have adverse impacts on statutorily 
protected landscapes. Planning applications should encompass landscape 
proposals to ease visual impacts. In addition, the height of stacks can be a 
major visual impact. Paragraph 15.4 lists a number of site specific issues 
and these have been applied to the Development:  

� Compound footprint: The Site is c.18ha in size with the 
proposed built form associated with the ERF covering c.8ha;  

� Direct effects on landscape fabric, including Greenfield vs. 
Brownfield, removal of hedgerows, trees etc: The Site 
represents a greatly altered landscape due to quarry working 
rather than a greenfield site. It constitutes a brownfield site 
which is partly in employment use through the Adopted Powys 
Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026 (April 2018) and has been 
identified as being suitable for waste uses. Existing mature 
woodland on the southern Site boundary will be retained as part 
of the Development. Mitigation measures include the screen 
bunds shown on the Landscape Masterplan. Proposed native 
woodland planting has the potential to provide long term 
landscape and visual benefits. The additional screening 
properties of new planting has not been taken into account in 
the assessment of effects in the operation phase; 

� Proximity of landscape designations:  The Site is not located 
in a statutory or non-statutory landscape designation (Figure 
L2). Landscape effects are assessed in Section 5 (see Table 8);  

� Site setting, for e.g. the proximity of listed buildings and/or 
conservation areas: Landscape and cultural heritage 
designations which contribute to a sense of place and/or signify 
an amenity value for receptors have been assessed in the LVIA. 
(see Section 5);  

� Proximity of sensitive viewpoints: Visual effects have been 
assessed for a range of receptors including residents, road 
users and visitors to Powis Castle. In addition, for footpath users 
on the Offa’s Dyke National Trail, Severn Valley long distance 
footpath and general footpath network;  

� Stack height/number of stacks: The proposed stack is 70m 
high. The photomontage views prepared as part of the LVIA 
illustrate the stack (where in view);  

� Presence of existing large built structures: Cumulative 
landscape and visual effects have been examined with regards 
to existing large scale buildings located on the main transport 
networks and on the edge of settlement areas. The 
Development will not result in adverse cumulative effects;  
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� Existing landform and nature of existing landscape: The 
LVIA process has involved Site analysis and field work together 
with current landscape character resources including the five 
Aspect layers of LANDMAP. The Landscape Masterplan 
includes SuDS measures, areas of open mosaic habitat and 
species-rich neutral grassland together with proposed areas of 
native woodland planting. The latter will strengthen the existing 
framework of woodland both within and adjacent to the Site in 
the long term. This will complement the recommendations set 
out for the relevant Visual and Sensory Aspect Area and the 
Landscape Habitat Aspect Area; and 

� Presence/absence of screening features (trees, hedges 
etc.): Woodland along the southern Site boundary will be 
retained as part of the Development. The Landscape Masterplan 
illustrates the screen bunds and planting which form part of 
mitigation measures. Ground modelling will also include the 
formation of the screen bund immediately south of the ERF 
building and the restored northern quarry face. This will reduce 
potential views of the lower elevations of built form. Immediately 
adjacent to the north-west of the Site is an area of elevated 
landform and mature mixed woodland which provides effective 
screening for the Development to the west. 

Technical Advice Note 24 The Historic Environment (May 2017)  
7.2.22. The document provides guidance on decision making for planning 

applications relating to the historic environment. 

7.2.23. Cultural heritage designations which contribute to a sense of place and/or 
signify an amenity value for receptors have been assessed as part of the 
LVIA. Consideration has been given to comments made in the Scoping 
Direction. Information on cultural heritage designations has been identified 
through LANDMAP and other resources provided by Natural Resources 
Wales, CADW and individual properties. 

7.2.24. Reference has been made to guidance published by The Welsh 
Government Historic Environment Service (CADW) regarding the 
assessment of effects on cultural heritage assets and their settings, in so 
far as it relates to landscape or visual matters. Landscape and visual effects 
have been assessed for heritage assets in Section 5 and 6 respectively. 

7.3. ADOPTED POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026 
(APRIL 2018)  

7.3.1. The Powys Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026 was adopted in April 2018 
by Powys County Council.  

7.3.2. Policy E1 Employment Proposals on Allocated Employment Sites 
refers to Buttington Quarry (Site Allocation Ref. No. P59 EA1) as a Local 
Site which is suitable for waste uses through Policy W1. It is described as a 
brownfield site which is partly in employment use and is reserved for further 
expansion for General Industrial Uses.  
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7.3.3. Strategic Policy SP7 Safeguarding of Strategic Resources and Assets 
protects against unacceptable adverse impacts due to development 
proposals including on (2) historic environment designations, (3) 
recreational assets and (4) the valued characteristics and qualities of the 
landscape throughout Powys. With regards to Strategic Policy SP7: 

� (2) Historic environment designations: The LVIA has 
considered the following and their settings (i) Registered Historic 
Landscapes, (ii) Registered Historic Parks and Gardens (iii) 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments, (iv) Listed Buildings and their 
curtilages and (v) Conservation Areas. The LVIA has found that 
there will be no unacceptable adverse effects due to the 
Development (see Section 5);  

� (3) Recreational Assets: The LVIA has considered (i) Offa’s 
Dyke National Trail, both landscape effects in terms of 
Scheduled Monuments and visual effects from sections of the 
route (Viewpoint Location 20 to 22 and 32) and (ii) the Public 
Rights of Way Network, with regards to general footpaths 
(Viewpoint Location 3, 5 to 7, 16, 19, 25, 27 and 31) and the 
Severn Valley long distance footpath (Viewpoint Location 30). 
No unacceptable adverse effects due to the Development have 
been identified; and 

� (4) The valued characteristics and qualities of the 
landscape throughout Powys: The LVIA has referred to 
landscape character resources including LANDMAP. Site 
analysis identified local variations as the Site represents an 
altered landscape due to quarrying activities. It currently 
displays few of the valued characteristics and qualities of the 
county, or identified through LANDMAP, namely, MNTGMVS370 
Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect 
Area and the MNTGMLH033 Landscape Habitat Aspect Area. 
Mature woodland along the southern Site boundary will be 
retained as part of the Development. Proposed native 
broadleaved planting will complement the recommendations of 
the aforementioned Aspect Areas (see Section 5). 

7.3.4. Policy DM2 The Natural Environment seeks to improve biodiversity 
through the enhanced connectivity of habitats within and beyond individual 
sites. The Landscape Masterplan incorporates SuDS measures including a 
surface water attenuation pond together with amphibian wetland and 
peripheral habitat creation. The proposals comprise areas of open mosaic 
habitat and species-rich neutral grassland. Proposed native woodland 
planting will strengthen the existing framework of woodland both within and 
adjacent to the Site in the long term. 

7.3.5. Policy DM4 Landscape notes that development proposals outwith Towns, 
Large Villages, Small Villages and Rural Settlements should not, 
individually or cumulatively, have an unacceptable adverse effect on the 
valued characteristics and qualities of the Powys landscape.  

  



Broad Energy (Wales) Limited 
Proposed Buttington Quarry Energy Recovery Facility, Welshpool, Powys, Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment  

Bright & Associates 
 

Page 

BT1180, February 2021 134 
 

7.3.6. In terms of (1) with regards to the Development: 

� The ERF building and stack is located in the quarry void and is 
at a low level when compared to the other areas of the Site and 
the immediate vicinity (see Illustrative Cross Sections in 
Appendix 3). The aforementioned built form is arranged in a tight 
cluster and is set back from the eastern and southern Site 
boundaries which will feature screen bunds as part of mitigation 
measures shown on the Landscape Masterplan. Ground 
modelling within the central environs of the Site includes the 
formation of the screen bund immediately south of the ERF 
building and the restored northern quarry face. The layout takes 
advantage of the existing topography of the elevated landform 
and mature mixed woodland adjacent to the north-west; 

� With respect to the ZTV, the hatched areas on Figures L1 and 
L3 denote the ZTV as an overlay for reference purposes. 
Figures L5 and L6 demonstrate the detailed ZTV for the 
principal study area. The aforementioned Figures have been 
reviewed as part of the landscape assessment (Section 5); 

� The access road has been assessed as part of the LVIA and 
was found to result in a Moderate (neutral) significance of 
effect for road users given the current context of the Site and 
visual amenity experience;  

� During the construction phase, materials will be stored in 
Laydown Areas, the largest of which will be used for future 
employment purposes; and 

� Mitigation measures include the selection of cladding colours 
which is intended to be sympathetic to the landscape setting. 
The Site topography, its immediate vicinity and the presence of 
mature vegetation and incorporated mitigation measures, 
combine to create a relatively well contained site.  

7.3.7. With regards to (2), the LVIA has been undertaken in line with best practice 
and current guidance as outlined in the Methodology (Appendix 1 and 
Section 2). Consideration has been given to landscape character resources 
at a national and county level including LANDMAP together with information 
relating to the Vale of Montgomery Historic Landscape No.35. The Visual 
Impact Assessment appraises visual effects for receptors within the 
principal study area adopted for the LVIA including in Powys and 
Shropshire. 

7.3.8. The explanatory text for Policy DM4 Landscape draws attention to the 
importance of good design through Policy DM13 Design and Resources and 
use of LANDMAP for Policy DM4 Landscape. In terms of the latter, Aspect 
Areas with an Outstanding or High evaluation are particularly sensitive, 
especially when this evaluation occurs in more than one dataset. For Aspect 
Areas assessed as Moderate or Low, then consideration should be given to 
enhancement. Further guidance is provided in the Landscape SPG which 
was published in 2019 and is addressed later in this Section. 
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7.3.9. The LVIA has considered the five LANDMAP Aspect layers with regards to 
the Site. B&A has undertaken extensive Site analysis as part of the LVIA. 
Local variations occur within the Site which represents an altered landscape 
due to quarrying activities. The Landscape Masterplan includes proposed 
areas of native woodland planting to strengthen the existing framework of 
woodland both within and adjacent to the Site in the long term. Proposals 
will also feature areas of open mosaic habitat and species-rich neutral 
grassland. SuDS measures include a surface water attenuation pond 
together with amphibian wetland and peripheral habitat creation. This will 
complement recommendations set out for the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to 
Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect Area and the 
MNTGMLH033 Landscape Habitat Aspect Area.  

7.3.10. The above have the potential to provide long term neutral or beneficial 
effects. 

7.3.11. Policy DM7 Dark Skies and External Lighting refers to lighting schemes 
for new developments. The proposed lighting scheme has been evaluated 
in the LVIA and was found to result in a localised Moderate (neutral) 
significant of effect in some cases, with a more general Minor (neutral) or 
Negligible (neutral) significant of effect. It will not result in individual or 
cumulative effects in relation to: (1) unacceptable levels of light pollution 
including in the countryside, (2) unacceptable adverse effects on the 
visibility of the night sky or (3) a nuisance or hazard for receptors (e.g. road 
users and residents). 

7.3.12. Policy DM13 Design and Resources states that proposals should 
demonstrate good quality design and consider the qualities and amenity of 
the surrounding area. The Policy lists a number of considerations and the 
most relevant have been applied to the Development: 

� (1) With regards to built form which should complement and/or 
enhance the character of the surrounding area, see Policy 
DM4 Landscape; 

� (2) It should contribute towards the preservation of local 
distinctiveness and sense of place. The LVIA has considered 
the five LANDMAP Aspect layers with regards to the Site and 
has undertaken extensive Site analysis as part of the LVIA 
process. Mitigation measures incorporated into the Development 
include the choice of cladding colour (i.e. natural shades of 
green and light brown hues). The existing topography and 
vegetation of the Site and in the immediate vicinity combined 
with the screen bunds illustrated by the Landscape Masterplan 
will reduce more direct views of the Development; 

� (3) It will not adversely affect the setting and/or significant 
views of the Conservation Areas located in the principal study 
area given a combination of topography, intervening built form 
and woodland (Figure L2); 

� (4) It will not have unacceptable adverse impacts on 
recreational and cultural heritage assets assessed in the LVIA. 
Landscape and visual effects have been examined in Sections 4 
and 5 respectively; 
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� (9) The Development has incorporated suitable mitigation 
measures to reduce potential views from public footpaths, open 
access land and other recreation assets including National 
Trails. Of note is the selection of colour cladding for built form, 
graduated roofline of the main ERF building and landscape 
proposals illustrated by the Landscape Masterplan; 

� (10) With regards to the location of the Site and access to the 
Development. The Site is located adjacent to the A458 which is 
a main transport route. As part of the Development, the 
construction of the access road has been assessed in the LVIA; 
and  

� (11) Visual effects have been assessed for local residents 
including from settlement areas and individual farmsteads and 
residential properties.  

7.3.13. Policy M5 Restoration and Aftercare concerns proposals for mineral 
working and refers to the restoration and aftercare of land the potential for 
beneficial re-use and enhancement.  

7.3.14. Policy RE1 Renewable Energy states that proposals will be permitted 
subject to specific criteria. In relation to (3) no cumulative or in combination 
effects have been identified in relation to the Development and other 
existing, approved or proposed renewable energy development. (4) 
Mitigation measures form an integral part of the Development and include 
the location and layout of built form within the Site (i.e. in a quarry void) (see 
Illustrative Cross Sections in Appendix 3), graduated roofline of the main 
ERF building, the choice of cladding colour and the proposed screen bunds 
shown on the Landscape Masterplan.  

7.3.15. Policy T1 Travel, Traffic and Transport Infrastructure states that 
proposals should incorporate the following principal requirements (2) 
manage any impacts to the network and the local environment to acceptable 
levels. The access road has been assessed as part of the LVIA and was 
found to result in a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect for road users 
given the current context of the Site and visual amenity experience;  

7.3.16. Policy W1 Location of Waste Development states that proposals which 
accord with the waste hierarchy will be supported on employment sites 
identified in Policies E1 and E4. The explanatory text notes that new 
development must be appropriate regarding size and scale and must not 
have an adverse impact upon the landscape, the natural environment or 
local amenity. See Policy DM4 Landscape and Policy DM13 Design and 
Resources. 

7.3.17. Policy W2 Waste Management Proposals will be permitted where they 
meet specific criteria. Of note is that there should be no adverse impacts on 
(3) amenity or the environment and (5) features of built heritage interest. In 
addition, (6) there should be no adverse landscape impacts and visual 
impacts are minimised through sensitive location and landscaping 
proposals. See Policy DM4 Landscape and Policy DM13 Design and 
Resources. 
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7.4. SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING GUIDANCE (SPG) 

Biodiversity and Geodiversity SPG (Adopted October 2018) 
7.4.1. The document supports Policy SP7 Safeguarding of Strategic Resources 

and Assets and Policy DM2 The Natural Environment of the Adopted Powys 
Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026 (April 2018).  

7.4.2. Reference is made to the potential to incorporate resilience into proposals 
and the following is relevant to the Landscape Masterplan: 

� The proposed native broadleaved woodland will be beneficial 
for Extent, Diversity and Connectivity (Principal Impacts) and 
Condition (Secondary Impacts); and  

� The surface water attenuation pond, amphibian wetland and 
peripheral habitat creation will add to Extent, Diversity and 
Connectivity (Principal Impacts) as well as Adaptability and 
Condition (Secondary Impacts). 

7.4.3. Further to the above, the proposals will incorporate areas of open mosaic 
habitat and species-rich neutral grassland. 

Landscape SPG (Adopted April 2019) 
7.4.4. The document accompanies relevant policies of the Adopted Powys Local 

Development Plan 2011 – 2026 (April 2018) including Strategic Policy SP7 
Safeguarding of Strategic Resources and Assets, Policy DM4 Landscape, 
Policy DM13 Design and Resources. It should be noted that it was published 
prior to the update of the LANDMAP Cultural Landscape Aspect layer in 
2019.  

7.4.5. Appendix 1 includes the LVIA Methodology in full and a summary is 
provided in Section 2. The following addresses the main points regarding 
the approach set out in the SPG:  

� Site Analysis: Site assessment and field work were conducted 
between 2016 and 2020 during both summer and winter 
months. This was carried out before and after the Scoping 
Direction. The initial desk study was commenced in May 2018 
and reviewed in July 2020 and January 2021. The results of field 
work, Site assessment and a review of plan and desk based 
research are presented in Section 3: The Baseline Situation; 

� Study Area: A preliminary study area of up to 20km was initially 
adopted with primarily assessable effects detected up to c.15km 
and key effects expected to be within 10km, given the nature of 
the Development. In order to determine the principal study area, 
a ZTV has been identified using computer based analysis 
established on the potential visibility of the stack (purple 
shading) and the upper roof section of the ERF combined with 
the stack (blue shading) as shown on Figure L5: Zone of 
Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) Northern Area and Figure L6: Zone 
of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) Southern Area; 
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� Design Commission for Wales: In July 2020, preliminary 
discussions were held with the DCW. Comments regarding the 
design concept and building appearance were received. The 
presentation to the DCW included Plans showing the Zone of 
Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) demonstrating the area of potential 
visibility based on the upper elevations of the energy recovery 
hall and the stack together with the proposed Viewpoint 
Locations to be assessed. The Plans were submitted to the 
DCW in the same month; 

� Photographic Figures: The photographs presented in the LVIA 
are a small section of those taken during field work and Site 
assessment. Others are available if required on request; 

� Photomontage views: A single frame photograph 
photomontage view has been included for Viewpoint Locations 1 
to 33. Annotated panoramic viewpoint photographs and a single 
frame photograph enlargement are also included. The visuals 
have been prepared in accordance with current guidance 
including Technical Guidance Note 06/19 (September 2019) 
issued by the Landscape Institute. The LVIA also includes an 
illustrated maximum calculated plume (Appendix 14) and 
selected winter views (Appendix 16). Wireframes from a number 
of Viewpoint Locations are provided in Appendix 13; 

� LANDMAP: The LVIA has addressed the five layers of 
LANDMAP and their relevant Methodologies. Information is 
provided in the baseline situation in relation to the Site and 
principal study area. Figure L3 identifies the Visual and Sensory 
Aspect Areas within 10km. Site analysis and the Aspect Areas 
are considered in Section 5. The assessment has taken into 
account the Overall Evaluation, the Evaluation Matrix and 
Recommendations for each Aspect layer where relevant to the 
Development. The indirect effects on Visual and Sensory Aspect 
Areas within the principal study area are assessed. Appendices 
6 to 8 include more detailed information on the Aspect layers; 

� Landscape Masterplan: The landscape proposals have been 
incorporated into the overall design; 

� Landscape Character: Reference has been made to 
LANDMAP and resources at a national and county level; 

� Landscape Designations: Landscape and cultural heritage 
designations which contribute to a sense of place and/or signify 
an amenity value for receptors have been assessed. 
Consideration has been given to comments made in the 
Scoping Direction; 

� Visual Impact Assessment: Consideration has been given to a 
range of receptors incorporating static and sequential views. 
Comments made in the Scoping Direction have been taken into 
account; and 

� Cumulative Effects: Cumulative landscape and visual effects 
have been assessed in terms of large scale industrial buildings 
located on the main road network and on the edge of 
settlements. The Development will not result in adverse 
cumulative effects. 
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7.4.6. This LVIA has been undertaken with due regard to the GLVIA Third Edition 
and the policy set out in the Adopted Powys Local Development Plan 2011 
– 2026 (April 2018). 

7.4.7. The assessment of landscape and visual effects has demonstrated that the 
Development can be accommodated successfully both in terms of the Site 
and its wider setting and will not result in overriding adverse effects on the 
current landscape character or visual amenity. The mitigation measures 
such as the choice of cladding colour, graduated roofline of the main ERF 
building and screen bunds will help to reduce potential adverse effects. 

7.4.8. Relevant factors that may assist landscape integration and listed in 
paragraph 6.19  of the SPG have been considered with regards to the 
Development: 

� Location: The Development is sited within brownfield land 
rather than open countryside. It has been allocated for 
employment uses including waste in the Adopted Powys Local 
Development Plan 2011 – 2026 (April 2018); 

� Skyline: The ERF building and stack will be situated in a former 
quarry void in the central part of the Site and is set on a north-
east to south-west configuration (see Illustrative Cross Sections 
in Appendix 3). The Visual Impact Assessment has assessed 
visual effects for a range of receptors. Skylines will be affected, 
notably from Trewern (Viewpoint Location 9 to 12) for residents 
(upper floor windows and ground floor locations/gardens) and 
road users. At Viewpoint Location 22 From A458 at Buttington 
Bridge for Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail users, workers at 
nearby employment areas and road users. The context of the 
architectural design of the Development which has been 
designed to merge with the existing landscape setting as well as 
scale and height of other skyline features are mitigating 
influences in this respect. The main ERF building features a 
graduated roofline to avoid a boxy appearance. Consequently, 
the effects are no so overriding to lead to a wholly intrusive 
effect; 

� Focus and orientation of prevailing views: The Site is located 
within a transitional area between the lower levels of the Severn 
Valley to the west and the higher elevations of the Long 
Mountain to the west. Panoramic views are available from hill 
summits to the north-east, east and west of the Site at distance; 

� Development sited next to strong patterns of landform and 
trees: The Site is relatively well contained due to existing 
vegetation and topography to the north-west of the Site and 
mature woodland on the southern Site boundary. The partially 
finished screen bund along Sale Lane will be completed and 
along with other proposed screen bunds will be grass seeded 
and planted with native broadleaved trees; 

� Prevalent building form and architectural character: The 
ERF building and stack forms a tight cluster of built form and is 
located in the central part of the Site. See bullet 2 Skyline;  
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� Location of development from remote, wilder areas: The 
Site is located off a main transport corridor. According to 
LANDMAP, the Site is in the MNTGMCLS044 Crewgreen to 
Forden Hill and Scarp Cultural Landscape Services Aspect 
Area. Therefore, the Site is not within an International Dark Sky 
Reserve or Dark Sky Reserve; 

� Reduced lighting, consider designing to Dark Skies 
standard: According to LANDMAP, the Site is within the 
MNTGMCLS044 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Cultural 
Landscape Services Aspect Area. Night Time Light Pollution for 
the Aspect Area is Slight. In the immediate vicinity is the 
MNTGMCLS090 River Severn Flood plain (c.300m north) which 
includes the main transport corridors. Night time light pollution is 
recorded as Substantial. The proposed lighting scheme has 
been evaluated in the LVIA and was found to result in a 
localised Moderate (neutral) significant of effect in some cases 
with a more general Minor (neutral) or Negligible (neutral) 
significant of effect for identified visual receptors during 
operation; 

� Attention to colour of buildings: As part of mitigation 
measures, the choice of cladding colours is intended to be 
sympathetic to the landscape setting and uses prevailing natural 
shades of green and light brown hues. The proposed stack is 
bicolour to mitigate skyline views where available; and 

� Maintaining and enhancing distinctiveness: The LVIA has 
considered the five LANDMAP Aspect layers with regards to the 
Site. The Landscape Masterplan includes proposed areas of 
native woodland planting to strengthen the existing framework of 
woodland both within and adjacent to the Site in the long term. 
SuDS measures comprise a surface water attenuation pond 
together with amphibian wetland and peripheral habitat creation. 
The proposals will also feature areas of open mosaic habitat and 
species-rich neutral grassland. This will complement 
recommendations set out for the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to 
Forden Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect Area and the 
MNTGMLH033 Landscape Habitat Aspect Area with the 
potential to provide long term neutral or beneficial effects.  
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8. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS  

8.1. INTRODUCTION 
8.1.1. This Section presents the key findings of the Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment (LVIA). It has been undertaken in adherence with industry 
guidelines and best practice. Consideration has been given to comments in 
the Scoping Direction and the pre-application process. 

8.1.2. The assessment takes into account the mitigation measures incorporated 
into the Development. It should be noted that in the operation phase, no 
allowance is made for the additional screening benefits offered by the 
proposed native woodland planting illustrated by the Landscape 
Masterplan. During the decommissioning phase, consideration has been 
given to new planting which may offer long term enhancement in terms of 
landscape and visual effects.  

8.1.3. A preliminary study area of up to 20km was initially adopted with primarily 
assessable effects detected up to c.15km and key effects expected to be 
within 10km, given the nature of the Development. In order to determine the 
principal study area, a ZTV has been identified using computer based 
analysis established on the potential visibility of the stack and the upper roof 
section of the ERF combined with the stack. 

8.2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER EFFECTS 

8.2.1. At a national level, the Site is located in the Shropshire Hills (outliers) NLCA 
No.18 and at a regional scale, it is in the Mid-Wales Area Statement (2018).  

8.2.2. LANDMAP provides information at a more detailed level through five Aspect 
layer. All layers have been reviewed in relation to the Site and principal 
study area. B&A has carried out Site analysis as part of the LVIA process in 
line with LANDMAP Methodologies and guidance provided in the Adopted 
Landscape SPG (2019). 

8.2.3. The Site is located in the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and 
Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect Area. It is classified as Moderate (local 
importance) in the LANDMAP Overall Evaluation. With regards to the 
Evaluation Matrix, the following applies: Scenic quality (High), Integrity 
(Moderate), Character (Moderate) and Rarity (Low). Reference is made to 
attractive views outwith the Aspect Area of the ‘surrounding rolling and 
upland landscapes’. 

8.2.4. Although characteristics typical of the Aspect Area are found within the 
immediate vicinity including a pattern of agricultural fields (both arable and 
pasture) divided by hedgerows and small woodland blocks, important local 
variations occur within the Site. It includes a few distinctive attributes, 
notably the broad band of mature woodland on the southern Site boundary.  
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8.2.5. Whereas, the majority of the Site represents a much changed landscape 
due to mineral extraction and currently includes typical features such as 
tracks, exposed mineral and a partially complete screen bund. Overall, a 
Low-Medium sensitivity has been applied to the Site by B&A. 

8.2.6. The area encompassing the proposed ERF building and stack will be sited 
in the central environs of the Site within a quarry void. During the 
construction phase, the Development will require necessary ground 
modelling and earthworks to take place (see Appendix 3). The screen bund 
adjacent to Sale Lane will be completed. Along with other proposed screen 
bunds, this will be grass seeded and planted with native woodland trees as 
part of mitigation measures. Whilst during the operation phase, it will 
introduce new elements namely, the proposed ERF building and stack. The 
colours of the aforementioned buildings will be appropriate for the 
landscape setting.  

8.2.7. Decommissioning will involve the removal of built form and ground 
restoration. The proposals have the potential to provide neutral or 
potentially, beneficial effects. As new native woodland planting matures, it 
will provide long term enhancement and mitigation for future employment 
uses at the Site. Whilst the Landscape Masterplan also incorporates areas 
of open mosaic habitat and species-rich neutral grassland. SuDS measures 
include a surface water attenuation pond together with amphibian wetland 
and peripheral habitat creation.  

8.2.8. At a Site level, during construction, there will be a Medium to Large 
magnitude of impact and a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. In the 
operation phase, there will be a Medium magnitude of impact and a 
Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. The decommissioning phase will 
result in a Medium to Large magnitude of impact and Moderate (neutral) 
significance of effect overall but with the potential for long term beneficial 
effects as set out above. This could lead to a Small magnitude of impact 
and a Minor (beneficial) significance of effect. 

8.2.9. With regards to indirect Effects on the MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden 
Hill and Scarp Visual and Sensory Aspect Area. 

8.2.10. During construction, there will be a Medium magnitude of impact and a 
Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. During operation, at a close 
range, there will be a Medium magnitude of impact and a Moderate 
(neutral) significance of effect. At a medium range, this will reduce to a 
Small or potentially, Very Small magnitude of impact and a Minor (neutral) 
significance of effect. During the decommissioning phase, there will be a 
Medium magnitude of impact and a Moderate (neutral) significance of 
effect overall. There is the potential for some long term beneficial effects to 
occur due to proposed native woodland planting as it matures, notably 
within close range. This has the potential to result in a Minor (beneficial) 
significance of effect within this distance range. 
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8.2.11. In terms of indirect effects on other Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas. There  
will be a Medium magnitude of impact at a close range in terms of the 
MNTGMVS650 River Severn Flood Plain during all phases of the 
Development with a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect. During 
operation at a medium range, this will reduce to a Very Small level. 

8.2.12. The remainder of Aspect Areas will have a Small magnitude of impact or 
lower for all phases with a notable neutral significance of effect.  

8.2.13. There will either be No Impact or a Negligible magnitude of impact and 
resultant significance of effect (neutral) during all phases of the 
Development relating to The Shropshire Landscape Typology (2006) 
Landscape Types within the principal study area. 

8.3. LANDSCAPE DESIGNATIONS EFFECTS 

8.3.1. The Site is not located in a statutory or non-statutory landscape designation. 

8.3.2. Effects are limited on the landscape designations identified in the LVIA due 
to a combination of distance, localised topography and vegetation. The 
majority recorded No Impact.  

8.3.3. A Small magnitude of impact and a Minor-Moderate (adverse) significance 
of effect was recorded at Maesfron (Grade II) Registered Park and Garden 
of Special Historic Interest in Wales (CADW). A Very Small magnitude of 
impact and a Minor (adverse) significance of effect during all phases of the 
Development was noted for residents at Trewern Hall (Grade II* Listed 
Building). There will be a Negligible magnitude of impact and resultant 
significance of effect  (neutral) on Powis Castle and Garden.  

8.4. VISUAL EFFECTS 

Visual Impact Assessment 
8.4.1. In total 35 Viewpoint Locations have been assessed as part of the LVIA. 

During Construction 
8.4.2. Relevant are views of crane movements, earthworks and ground modelling 

to facilitate the building of the ERF. Mitigation measures such as the screen 
bunds will provide effective screening features, notably at a close range. 
Also of importance is the Site location and higher landform adjacent to the 
west, particularly with regards to reducing wider views from the Severn 
Valley. Overall, magnitude of impact ranged from Large to Negligible and 
No Impact. 

8.4.3. Viewpoint Locations which recorded a Medium magnitude of impact or 
higher are summarised as follows. 

8.4.4. In the immediate vicinity, Viewpoint Location 1 and 2 are from Heldre 
Lane. Large magnitude of impact and a Major (adverse) significance of 
effect for residents and a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road 
users. A similar level was recorded for road users at Viewpoint Location 2. 

8.4.5. At a close range, a Medium to Large magnitude of impact was noted for 
the following: 
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� Viewpoint Location 10 (Garreg Bank (lower), Trewern) for 
residents (ground floor locations/gardens) with a Moderate to 
Major (adverse) significance of effect and a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users; 

� Viewpoint Location 22 (A458 at Buttington Bridge) with a 
Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for Offa’s 
Dyke Path National Trail users and a Moderate (adverse) 
significance of effect for workers at nearby employment areas 
and road users;  

� Viewpoint Location 3, 4 and 6. Moderate to Major (adverse) 
significance of effect for residents at Viewpoint Location 4 
(Heldre Lane). A Moderate (adverse) and Moderate (neutral) 
significance of effect will occur for footpath users at Viewpoint 
Location 3 (south of Nelly Andrews' Green) and Viewpoint 
Location 6 (on Heldre Hill) respectively; and 

8.4.6. At the same range, a Medium magnitude of impact applies to Viewpoint 
Location 5 and 7 (public footpaths). A Moderate (neutral) and Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect applied for footpath users. A Moderate to 
Major (adverse) significance of effect was noted for residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) at Viewpoint Location 7. Viewpoint Location 16 (Moel y 
Golfa) to the north-east, a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect was 
recorded for footpath users. 

8.4.7. A maximum Medium magnitude of impact occurred: 

� At a close range, in settlement areas in and around Trewern at 
Viewpoint Location 8, 9, 11 and 13 where a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for residents (upper floor 
windows) and Minor-Moderate (adverse) for road users 
applies. Viewpoint Location 19 (near Pool Quay), Moderate to 
Major (adverse) significance of effect for residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) and a Moderate (adverse) significance of 
effect for footpath users. Viewpoint Location 20 (A483 at Pool 
Quay), Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for 
Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail users and a Minor-Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for road users; 

� Medium range: Viewpoint Location 18 (established viewing 
point at Rodney's Pillar) Moderate to Major (adverse) 
significance of effect. Viewpoint Location 23 (from B4381 at 
Welshpool) Moderate (neutral) significance of effect for 
residents (upper floor windows) and a Minor-Moderate 
(neutral) significance of effect for road users; and 

� Long range: Viewpoint Location 24 (Powis Castle) Major 
(neutral) significance of effect for visitors. Viewpoint Location 25 
(Y Golfa) with a Moderate (neutral) significance of effect for 
footpath users. 

8.4.8. Of the Viewpoint Locations which recorded a Medium magnitude of impact 
during construction, the following were considered to be significant: 
Viewpoint Location 8, 9, 11, 13, 18, 24 and 25. 

During Operation 
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8.4.9. Relevant in this phase are the differing views of the upper elevations and 
rooflines of the ERF building including its graduated appearance. In terms 
of mitigation measures, the selection of cladding colours is appropriate with 
respect to its landscape setting. As stated, the assessment allows for the 
screening properties of screen bunds and not proposed native woodland 
planting shown on the Landscape Masterplan.  

8.4.10. Overall, magnitude of impact ranged from potentially Large to Negligible. 
Viewpoint Locations which recorded a Medium magnitude of impact or 
higher are summarised as follows. 

8.4.11. In the immediate vicinity, at Viewpoint Location 1 (Heldre Lane) and there 
will be a Medium to Large (potentially Large) magnitude of impact. This 
will result in a Major (adverse) significance of effect for residents (ground 
and potential first floor locations/gardens) and a Moderate (adverse) 
significance of effect for road users (worst case scenario). In the same 
range, at Viewpoint Location 2 (Heldre Lane) a Medium to Large 
magnitude of impact applied for road users with a Moderate (adverse) 
significance of effect. 

8.4.12. In close range, a Medium to Large magnitude of impact occurred at 
Viewpoint Location 10 (Garreg Bank (lower), Trewern) for residents (ground 
floor locations/gardens) with a Moderate to Major (adverse) significance 
of effect and a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for road users. 

8.4.13. Of the Viewpoint Locations which recorded a Medium magnitude of impact 
during operation, the following were considered to be significant: Viewpoint 
Location 3, 4, 8, 9, 11 to 13 and 22 for the following receptor groups at close 
range:  

� Viewpoint Location 3 (south of Nelly Andrews' Green), with a 
Moderate (adverse) significance of effect for footpath users; 

� Viewpoint Location 4 (Heldre Lane), a Moderate to Major 
(adverse) significance of effect for residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens); 

� From settlement areas in and around Trewern at Viewpoint 
Location 8, 9 and 11 to 13 with a Moderate (adverse) 
significance of effect for residents (upper floor windows); and  

� Viewpoint Location 22 (A458 at Buttington Bridge), Moderate to 
Major (adverse) significance of effect for Offa’s Dyke Path 
National Trail users. 

During Decommissioning 
8.4.14. The main visual effects concern crane movements involved with the 

removal of built form. Ground restoration would be harder to identify overall 
in part due to the presence of screen bunds and proposed native woodland 
planting both within the Site and on its periphery. New tree planting has the 
potential to provide long term enhancement including with regards to the 
wider Site setting. 

8.4.15. Overall, magnitude of impact ranged from Medium to Negligible or No 
Impact. A Small or lower magnitude of impact occurred more frequently 
overall when compared to the construction and operation phases.  
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8.4.16. Of the Viewpoint Locations which noted a Medium or Small magnitude of 
impact during decommissioning, the following were considered to be 
significant: Viewpoint Location 1 (immediate vicinity), Viewpoint Location 3, 
4, 7, 10, 19, 20 and 22 (close range) and Viewpoint Location 14 (medium 
range) as follows. 

8.4.17. In the immediate vicinity, Viewpoint Location 1 (Heldre Lane) a Moderate 
to Major (adverse) significance of effect for residents. 

8.4.18. At a close range:  

� Viewpoint Location 3, there will be a Moderate (adverse) 
significance of effect for footpath users;  

� Viewpoint Location 4 (Heldre Lane) for residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens) with a Moderate to Major (adverse) 
significance of effect;  

� Viewpoint Location 7 (immediately south of Pob Ceiniog) for 
residents (ground floor locations/gardens) with a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect;  

� Viewpoint Location 10 (Garreg Bank (lower), Trewern), 
Moderate to Major (adverse) significance of effect for residents 
(ground floor locations/gardens);  

� Viewpoint Location 19 (near Pool Quay) with a Moderate 
(adverse) significance of effect for residents (ground floor 
locations/gardens);  

� Viewpoint Location 20 (A483 at Pool Quay) for Offa’s Dyke Path 
National Trail users with a Moderate (adverse) significance of 
effect; and  

� Viewpoint Location 22 From A458 at Buttington Bridge for Offa’s 
Dyke Path National Trail users with a Moderate to Major 
(adverse) significance of effect.  

8.4.19. At a medium range, there will be a Small magnitude of impact at Viewpoint 
Location 14 (from Bacheldre Lane) with a Moderate (adverse) significance 
of effect for residents (ground floor locations/gardens). 

8.4.20. With regards to visual capacity, the majority of the Site including the existing 
quarry void has been allocated for employment uses in the Powys Local 
Development Plan 2011 – 2026. A Medium capacity for change has been 
assigned by B&A in this instance for the visual amenity at all distance 
ranges. Effects have informed the evaluation of landscape capacity 
considered in Section 5. 

8.4.21. In terms of visual effects relating to the proposed site access, there will be 
a Large magnitude of impact and Moderate (neutral) significance of effect 
due to the context of the existing dominant road use and visual amenity 
experience.  

8.4.22.  With regards to visual effects relating to the proposed site access, there will 
be a Large magnitude of impact and Moderate (neutral) significance of 
effect due to the context of the existing dominant road use and visual 
amenity experience.  
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8.4.23.  Having conducted the Visual Impact Assessment, the following is of note 
regarding the Development: 

� The ERF building and stack is in a quarry void and located at a 
low level as demonstrated by the Illustrative Cross Sections in 
Appendix 3. In addition, it is also set back from the eastern and 
southern Site boundaries. Areas of the Site previously subject to 
mineral working will be modified to provide screening properties 
(e.g. bunds); 

� The alignment of the ERF building and stack results in a 
partial acute angle of views for many receptors;  

� In the immediate vicinity, topography and in places woodland, 
prevents or reduces potential views to the north-east and west; 

� The Site does not represent a key area of open land, rather it 
forms part of a broader elevated area segmented between the 
lower levels of the Severn Valley (to the west) and elevated 
Long Mountain (to the east). Both form part of the background 
scene for views and can detract from the presence of the 
Development; 

� Views of the ERF building and stack when seen at the skyline 
are simple rather than cluttered due to the design of the 
buildings. In a wider context, hill summits and formations are 
prominent features for many views;  

� For the Viewpoint Locations assessed in the LVIA, the 
graduated roofline of the main ERF building helps to 
integrate the proposed built form into the wider landscape 
setting of agricultural fields and woodland; and 

� A reduction in effects due to mitigation measures are not 
wholly dependent on the screen bunds. Although a key aspect 
of the design, the choice of colour cladding for built form which 
is sympathetic to the landscape setting and uses prevailing 
natural shades of green and light brown hues is a key factor and 
visual consideration. 

Cumulative Effects 
8.4.24. Cumulative landscape and visual effects have been assessed in terms of 

large scale industrial buildings located on the main road network and on the 
edge of settlements. The Development will not result in adverse cumulative 
effects. 

Consideration of Winter Views 
8.4.25. Winter views were considered in detail with respect to Viewpoint Locations 

2, 5, 8 to 11 together with views close to Viewpoint Locations 4 and 22. The 
assessment evaluated whether increased views may occur due to a 
reduction in treecover and if the proposed cladding colour scheme is 
suitable during winter.  

8.4.26. The LVIA considered winter views from specific Viewpoint Locations. In all 
cases, it was found that the results would concur with that of summer views 
in the visual impact assessment. In addition, the cladding colour scheme 
with its muted tones and different green hues, complements the rural 
landscape setting. Of note in the operation phase, is that the LVIA considers 
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a worst case scenario overall (i.e. screen and not the additional screening 
properties of new native woodland planting). Woodland will gradually offer 
an enhanced visual experience as it matures and this is recognised in the 
decommissioning phase for views, notably within close range. 

Consideration of Plume Visibility 
8.4.27. The average calculated visible plume does not represent a significant visual 

detractor. It is acknowledged that when visible, it has the potential to 
heighten the visibility of the stack and therefore, the Development in a wider 
landscape context. The maximum visible plume length has been evaluated 
from Viewpoint Location 11 (Garreg Bank (upper), Trewern). The results do 
not predict an increase in the overall significance of effect beyond that 
assessed in the visual impact assessment.  

Assessment of Lighting Effects 
8.4.28. The proposed lighting scheme has been evaluated in the LVIA and was 

found to result in a localised Moderate (neutral) significant of effect in some 
cases with a more general Minor (neutral) or Negligible (neutral) 
significant of effect. 

8.5. PLANNING POLICY 

8.5.1. With regards to current planning policy relating to landscape and visual 
matters, the Development will be supportive of policy at a national and local 
level including Planning Policy Wales (Edition 10) (2018), Technical Advice 
Notes 5, 12, 21 and 24, the Adopted Powys Local Development Plan 2011 
– 2026 (April 2018) (namely Policy E1, SP7, DM2, DM4, DM7, DM13, M5, 
RE1, T1, W1 and W2) together with Biodiversity and Geodiversity SPG 
(Adopted October 2018) and Landscape SPG (Adopted April 2019). 

8.6. CONCLUSIONS 

8.6.1. The LVIA has assessed the individual phases of the Development regarding 
landscape and visual effects.  

8.6.2. The Development has been allocated for employment development through 
the Adopted Powys Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026 (April 2018).  

8.6.3. The Development will result in notable changes both regarding the Site and 
in a wider context. Mitigation measures form an integral part of the 
Development.  

8.6.4. With regards to the architectural design, further to the location of built form 
within the quarry void, the graduated roofline of the main ERF building and 
the choice of cladding colours are intended to be sympathetic to the 
landscape setting. Also of importance is the size of the Site compared to 
that allocated for proposed built form which allows extensive landscape 
proposals to be incorporated into the design including screen bunds, SuDS 
measures, areas of open mosaic habitat and species-rich neutral grassland 
and proposed native woodland planting. The latter will remain in perpetuity 
and offers long term enhancement and mitigation for future employment 
uses at the Site. Such measures will have the potential to provide neutral 
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or beneficial effects in time both in respect of the Site and its wider 
environs. 

8.6.5. Of the adverse impacts or effects that have been identified in the 
Assessment, none are so overriding that it would have a wholly dominant or 
intrusive visual effect nor will it remove distinctive attributes of landscape 
character identified through LANDMAP. 

8.6.6. No mitigation measures further to those outlined and taken into account in 
the Assessment are recommended.  
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APPENDIX 1 LVIA METHODOLOGY 

1.1. INTRODUCTION 
1.1.1. This Appendix sets out the LVIA Methodology. A summary is provided in 

Section 2 of the LVIA. 

1.1.2. The Methodology employed in this LVIA is specific in that it relates to the 
proposed Buttington Quarry Energy Recovery Facility, Welshpool, Powys 
(the Development). 

1.1.3. Guidance and methodology for the undertaking of the LVIA has been 
sourced from (in date order): 

� Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (Third 
Edition), Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental 
Management and Assessment (2013)1;  

� An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment, Natural 
England (2014)2;  

� Visual Representation of Wind Farms, Guidance, Version 2.2, 
Scottish Natural Heritage (2017)3;  

� An Approach to Landscape Sensitivity Assessment – to Inform 
Spatial Planning and Land Management, Natural England 
(2019)4; and 

� Visual Representation of Development Proposals, Technical 
Guidance Note 06/19, Landscape Institute (2019)5. 

1.1.4. Further to the above, consideration has been given to comments in the 
Scoping Direction together with those received from DCW and during the 
Pre-Application Consultation Process. Direction has been taken from 
LANDMAP including methodologies and guidance notes6, the Adopted 
Powys Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026 (April 2018), particularly with 
reference to Policy DM4 Landscape7 and supporting Supplementary 
Planning Guidance. 

1.1.5. The Methodology is based on best practice guidance associated with 
undertaking LVIAs. Appendix 15 (Table 15A) includes a list of phrases 
commonly used in the LVIA process, although not all may appear in this 
report.  

  

 
1 Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (Third Edition), Landscape Institute and Institute of 
Environmental Management and Assessment, 2013 
2 An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment, Natural England, October 2014  
3 Visual Representation of Wind Farms, Guidance, Version 2.2, Scottish Natural Heritage, February 2017 
4 An Approach to Landscape Sensitivity Assessment – to Inform Spatial Planning and Land Management, Natural 
England, June 2019 
5 Visual Representation of Development Proposals, Technical Guidance Note 06/19, Landscape Institute, September 
2019 
6 Natural Resources Wales, https://naturalresources.wales, sourced July 2020 
7 Powys Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026, 1/4/2011 to 31/3/2026, Written Statement, Powys County Council, 
Adopted April 2018 
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1.1.6. The purpose and approach of the LVIA is to establish the main impacts of 
the Development upon landscape character, landscape designations and 
identified visual receptors against a defined baseline situation. It then 
determines the consequences and what the nature of these effects are likely 
to be. It assesses effects beyond or different to the baseline situation (see 
Section 3 of the LVIA). 

1.1.7. The LVIA considers and describes the main landscape and visual effects 
which are likely to arise from the Development and generally assumes that 
an impact could lead to a beneficial, adverse or neutral effect. The 
definition of impact terminology has been developed to ensure that, 
wherever possible, an objective assessment has been made and that the 
terminology used is appropriate to the Development and the current 
baseline situation. 

1.1.8. In adherence with current industry guidance, the GLVIA Third Edition, a 
distinction is made between the ‘impact’ (the action being taken) and ‘effect’ 
(the change resulting from that action) that the Development might have 
upon the landscape and visual amenity. 

1.1.9. Current guidelines advise that the assessment of a particular development 
should take full account of the landscape (character) impacts as well as the 
potential visual impacts. Although they are separate, it is difficult to isolate 
each category and so both are considered as part of the assessment 
process.  

1.1.10. The assessment of landscape and visual impacts involves three steps: 

� Determining the sensitivity of the landscape or viewer group (i.e. 
the receptor) to the type of change envisaged; 

� Predicting the magnitude of change that would take place in the 
landscape or view; and  

� Evaluating the significance of that change, taking into account 
the sensitivity of the affected receptor and the magnitude of 
change. 

1.1.11. In this LVIA, the assessment considers landscape and visual effects 
resulting from the Development during the construction, operational and 
decommissioning phases. Cumulative effects, winter views from specific 
Viewpoint Locations and night time effects due to the proposed lighting 
scheme have been evaluated separately to the visual impact assessment. 
Magnitude of impact is dealt with on a landscape or visual basis and the 
overall consideration of the effects takes into account the period of time that 
the effect occurs. 

1.1.12. A narrative approach is used to describe and assess the likely changes. 
Table 1G: Predicted Significance of Landscape/Visual Effects at the end of 
this Appendix presents the matrix employed as a guide for consistency of 
analysis for landscape and visual effects. 
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1.2. PRINCIPAL STUDY AREA 
1.2.1. The principal study area is defined in this LVIA as the distance from the 

Development within which the landscape or visual effects might be deemed 
as being of potential significance and thus, relevant to the assessment 
process.  

1.2.2. A preliminary study area of up to 20km was initially adopted with primarily 
assessable effects detected up to c.15km and key effects expected to be 
within 10km, given the nature of the Development.  

1.2.3. In order to determine the principal study area, a ZTV has been identified 
using computer based analysis established on the potential visibility of the 
stack (purple shading) and the upper roof section of the ERF combined with 
the stack (blue shading). Figure L5: Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) 
Northern Area and Figure L6: Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) Southern 
Area show the ZTV which is addressed later in this Appendix. 

1.2.4. The principal study area as defined by the ZTV is deemed to be appropriate 
to assess the baseline situation including the current landscape setting, 
landscape character and designations and within which the viewpoint 
locations have been identified. For robustness, consideration has been 
given to areas in close proximity which may have relevance to the LVIA. 

1.2.5. Unless otherwise stated, direction and distance quoted in the text and 
shown on the accompanying Figures are from the proposed stack. For this 
LVIA, the immediate vicinity of the Site is within 500m, close range is from 
500m to 3km and medium range from 3km to 6km. Long range is beyond 
6km. 

1.2.6. Site assessment and field work were conducted between 2016 and 2020 
during both summer and winter months. The photographs used for the LVIA 
were taken in September and October 2018 and in July 2020. They are a 
fair representation of the current landscape setting. With regards to the 
proposed lighting scheme, the night time photographs were taken in 
September 2020 (Appendix 11) and the example photomontage winter 
views in February 2019 (Appendix 12). 

1.2.7. The initial desk study was commenced in May 2018. It was reviewed in July 
2020 and January 2021. 

1.3. PLANNING POLICY 
1.3.1. Planning policy is evaluated in Section 7 of the LVIA regarding landscape 

and visual matters with respect to the Development. At a national level, this 
includes Planning Policy Wales (Edition 10) (2018)1 and Technical Advice 
Notes (TAN)2. At a county level, the Adopted Powys Local Development 
Plan 2011 – 2026 (April 2018) and Supplementary Planning Guidance 
(SPG) are relevant.  

  

 
1 Planning Policy Wales (Edition 10), The Welsh Government, December 2018 
2 The Welsh Government, https://gov.wales/, sourced July 2020 
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1.4. LANDSCAPE DESIGNATIONS 
1.4.1. Figure L2 shows the landscape designations within the principal study area 

in so far as they are relevant to the purpose of the LVIA and these are 
expanded upon in Section 3 of the LVIA. The hatched areas on Figure L2 
denote the ZTV as an overlay for reference purposes. 

1.4.2. Landscape and cultural heritage designations which contribute to a sense 
of place and/or signify an amenity value for receptors have been assessed. 
Consideration has been given to comments made in the Scoping Direction. 
The table below lists each designation (e.g. Scheduled Monument) and how 
it has been assessed in the LVIA. 

1.4.3. Reference has been made to guidance published by The Welsh 
Government Historic Environment Service (CADW) regarding the 
assessment of effects on cultural heritage assets and their settings (e.g. 
Scheduled Monuments and Registered Parks and Gardens) in Section 5 of 
the LVIA. 

Table 1A: Scoping Direction Referenced Designations 

DESIGNATION 
IDENTIFIED 
ON FIGURE 

L2 
LVIA ASSESSMENT 

Scheduled Monuments  
Offa’s Dyke - Section 
extending 760m N from centre 
of Goppas Wood to Hope By-
Road (Reference MG034) 

No 

Field work undertaken as part of the LVIA process 
determined that there would be restricted views 
from areas south of Hope Road. This section of 
Offa’s Dyke is outwith the ZTV (Figure L2). 

Offa’s Dyke - South of School 
House (Reference MG224) Yes Landscape effects (Section 5, Table 7 of the 

LVIA). 

Strata Marcella Abbey 
(Reference MG120) Yes 

Landscape effects (Section 5, Table 7 of the 
LVIA). Visual effects (Section 6, Viewpoint 
Location 21 From A483 near Pool Quay at Strata 
Marcella Abbey). 

Breiddin Hill Camp (Reference 
MG021) No 

Applies to the summit of Breidden Hill and includes 
an obelisk generally known as Rodney's Pillar 
(Listed Building Grade II* Reference 7667). Visual 
effects (Section 6, Viewpoint Location 18 From 
Rodney's Pillar). 

Crowther's Coppice Camp 
(Reference MG143) Yes 

Landscape effects (Section 5, Table 7 of the 
LVIA). Visual effects (Section 6, Viewpoint 
Location 19 From public footpath near Coppice 
East Farm (near Pool Quay)). 

Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales (CADW) (and essential settings) 

PGW (Po) 53 (POW) Maesfron 
(Grade II) Yes 

Landscape effects (Section 5, Table 7 of the 
LVIA). Visual effects (Section 6, Viewpoint 
Location 9 From A458 at Trewern). 

PGW (Po) 35 (POW) Powis 
Castle Garden (Grade I) Yes 

Landscape effects (Section 5, Table 7 of the 
LVIA). Visual effects (Section 6, Viewpoint 
Location 24 From Powis Castle, Welshpool). 

PGW (Po) 39 (POW) Trelydan 
Hall (Grade II) No Outwith the ZTV (i.e. principal study area) 

(c.3.5km north-west). 
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1.4.4. The following Viewpoint Locations also examine views from Scheduled 
Monuments: 

� Viewpoint Location 17 From Middletown Hill is from the summit 
which includes the remains of a hillfort (Cefn y Castell - 
Reference MG007); and 

� Viewpoint Location 31 From Llanymynech Hill (Llanymynech Hill 
Camp - Reference MG030). 

1.5. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT 

1.5.1. The combining facets of a landscape set one area apart from another, 
making its character unique to the people who both live in or visit the area. 
Recognition of this character variation requires an understanding of such 
influences that give different areas a unique 'sense of place'.  

1.5.2. The GLVIA Third Edition notes that baseline studies and site reviews help 
to evaluate and identify the character, elements and features of the 
landscape as well as aesthetic and perceptual factors which contribute to it.  

1.5.3. The value and perception of these characteristics is set out in the same 
source (GLVIA Third Edition, Box 5.1) and factors that assist in the 
understanding of rural landscapes may comprise the following: the condition 
of the landscape (landscape quality), scenic quality, rarity, 
representativeness, conservation interests, recreational value, perceptual 
aspects and associations. Effects then can be judged by reference to a 
partial or complete loss of elements and features, additional new elements 
and features and the combination of these on the overall character. 

1.5.4. In rural areas, Landscape Character Assessment is identified in the GLVIA 
Third Edition as a key tool to understand the landscape and includes 
relevant descriptions of the physical influences, human activity and 
aesthetic qualities. In addition, published Landscape Character Assessment 
documents also need to be reviewed in light of their relevance to current 
characteristics, for instance due to their quality, date of publication or the 
task in hand. 

1.5.5. The different levels of Landscape Character Assessment are addressed in 
Section 3 of the LVIA. In summary, these include at a national level, National 
Landscape Character Areas (NLCAs) classified by Natural Resources 
Wales and National Character Areas (NCAs) categorised by Natural 
England (Appendix 5).  

1.5.6. Figure L1: Site Location and Landscape Character Classification (National 
Level) identifies the above and the Site is located on the western edge of 
the Shropshire Hills (outliers) NLCA No.18 (Appendix 4).  

1.5.7. At a more detailed scale, information is provided by Natural Resources 
Wales through LANDMAP which classifies five Aspect layers: 

� Geological Landscape (Survey Dates 2005); 
� Visual and Sensory (Survey Dates 2004 and monitoring 2015); 
� Landscape Habitats (Survey Dates 2005 and monitoring 2016); 
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� Historic Landscape (Survey Dates 2006 and monitoring 2017); 
and  

� Cultural Landscape Services (Survey Dates 2019).  

1.5.8. Further to the above, regional scale Area Statements were issued in 2018.  

1.5.9. The relevant Aspect layers at a Site level and the principal study area are 
addressed in the LVIA. Appendices 6 to 8 provide further information and 
extracts are included from the relevant sources. Tables which present 
summary data relevant to the LVIA have been prepared by B&A. Figure L3: 
LANDMAP Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas identifies the Visual and 
Sensory Aspect Areas within c.10km. The Site is located within the 
MNTGMVS370 Crewgreen to Forden Hill and Scarp Aspect Area. B&A has 
appraised the Site Aspect layers and the Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas 
in the principal study area in Section 5 of the LVIA. 

1.5.10. The hatched areas on Figures L1 and L3 denote the ZTV as an overlay for 
reference purposes. 

1.5.11. Also of relevance is the Powys Landscape Character Assessment Study 
(2008)1 (Appendix 9) and The Shropshire Landscape Typology (2006) 
(Appendix 10).2 The latter applies to the eastern and northern parts of the 
principal study area beyond c.2.6km and c.10km respectively. 

1.6. ZONE OF THEORETICAL VISIBILITY  

1.6.1. Figures L5 and L6 demonstrate the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) 
which has been identified using computer based analysis established on the 
potential visibility of the stack (purple shading) and the upper roof section of 
the ERF combined with the stack (blue shading). This is based on a 70m 
high stack. Mitigation measures including the proposed native woodland 
planting illustrated by the Landscape Masterplan are not factored into the 
ZTV. 

1.6.2. The ZTV is founded on landform and key areas of existing woodland beyond 
the site boundary, digitised from Ordnance Survey (OS) data and may 
suggest a wider area than exists in reality. It is a broad assessment tool that 
then enables a more detailed level of evaluation. It is particularly relevant to 
visual impact assessment but also enables an evaluation of landscape 
character effects.   

1.6.3. Figure L7: Photograph Location Plan (Northern area) and Figure L8: 
Photograph Location Plan (Southern area) identify the 35 Viewpoint 
Locations. A detailed description of the ZTV and the selection of the 
Viewpoint Locations is given in Section 6 of the LVIA.  

  

 
1 Powys Landscape Character Assessment Study, John Campion Associates Ltd. (Commissioned by Powys County 
Council), 2008 
2 The Shropshire Landscape Typology, Shropshire Council, September 2006 
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1.7. PRESENTATION METHODS 

Technical Guidance Note 06/19  
1.7.1. The Landscape Institute issued Technical Guidance Note 06/19 in 

September 2019 and provides advice on site photography techniques and 
the production of visualisations. Appropriate Visualisation Types 2-4 apply 
to most LVIAs for planning applications involving an EIA. For this LVIA, Type 
1 annotated viewpoint photographs have also been included.  

1.7.2. Visual assessment and site photographic work commenced at the outset of 
the project and initial findings of the visual and landscape assessment were 
integral in the design process for the Development.  

1.7.3. The photographs used for this LVIA were mostly taken in 2018 (i.e. prior to 
the Technical Guidance Note 06/19) during periods of fine weather with 
good visibility and they are a fair representation of the current landscape 
setting. They have been supplemented with additional photographs after 
this time to take account of recent changes and to include further views etc. 
However, the camera equipment and illustration methods generally comply 
with the advice.  

1.7.4. The camera used is a Canon EOS 5D Mark IV with a fixed 50mm lens. For 
each Viewpoint Location, a panoramic view is provided which shows the 
existing context of the Site and demonstrates the nature of the scene. The 
photographs have been stitched together to form a panoramic view using 
Autopano software, based on a cylindrical projection and are presented in 
a A3 format photosheet, enabling a comfortable viewing distance. The 
panoramic views can be enlarged and viewed at A1 paper size if required. 
A single frame photograph enlargement (100% of the full frame sensor) 
intended for A3 format is provided for each Viewpoint Location. It should be 
noted these are in effect the full 390x260mm image (no distortion) but the 
260mm dimension is cut by 8mm on the lower sector of the photograph to 
accommodate the paper layout. However, this does not alter the overall 
scale or accuracy of the monocular photographic image.  

1.7.5. It is important to note that the photographs in the LVIA are provided as an 
‘aide memoire’. A critical review of the visual assessment would need to be 
undertaken in the field at each viewpoint location to gain a better 
understanding of the Development in terms of the overall visual amenity. All 
photographs have been taken from easily accessible public locations. They 
have been selected to best illustrate the nature and representative context 
of the view towards the Site. Consequently, individual photographs are 
taken from gateways, natural breaks in hedgerows alongside roads or from 
highpoints along footpath routes. 

Photomontage Views – Technical Process 
1.7.6. A single frame photograph photomontage view is included for each 

Viewpoint Location showing the proposed ERF building and the stack. The 
photomontage views would be categorised as Type 3 in the Technical 
Guidance Note 06/19 and also comply with Type 4 in that they are 
‘verifiable’ through the software process used for the photomontage (albeit 
not taken with a tripod). As such, they are presented with scale  
representation.  
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1.7.7. The photomontage views have been prepared for an accurate illustration by 
using software (3D Studio) that fixes the 3D model to the correct focal length 
of each photograph. Points of reference within the photograph were 
identified (Camera Match Points) and their survey co-ordinates established 
using available Site survey and OS data (e.g. corners of buildings, fence 
posts, hedgerows and surveyed quarry features).  

1.7.8. A virtual camera (using the same lens as the real camera) was set up in 
3DStudio Max to the correct photograph location coordinates and the 
camera match points were used to accurately “match” the virtual camera to 
the photograph.  A 3D model of the Development located in the virtual 
matched view was then correctly rendered onto the photograph using the 
virtual camera. This rendered view was taken into Adobe Photoshop for 
photomontaging and splicing to form a panoramic view.  Foreground 
features were re-established and elements to be removed were taken out 
of the photograph forming the final photomontage view. They are reviewed 
through a process of superimposing a wireframe of the existing terrain to 
ensure a good match to the current view.  

1.7.9. Appendix 13 (Sheets 1 to 12) includes a selection of the photographs used 
for this LVIA presented as wireframe images and have been prepared 
through discussions with the Powys County Council landscape consultant. 
They have been used as a means to explain and set out the process to 
achieve a verifiable view.  

1.7.10. Six Viewpoint Locations within the immediate vicinity or close range 
demonstrate the wireframes:  

� Viewpoint Location 2 From Heldre Lane; 
� Viewpoint Location 4 From Heldre Lane at Upper Heldre;  
� Viewpoint Location 6 From public footpath on Heldre Hill; 
� Viewpoint Location 8 From A458 at Cefn; 
� Viewpoint Location 19 From public footpath near Coppice East 

Farm (near Pool Quay); and 
� Viewpoint Location 20 From A483 at Pool Quay. 

1.7.11. The existing full frame photograph is illustrated at A3 and is depicted with a 
wireframe ‘overlay’ of the existing landform and also the proposed landform. 
In both cases, the proposed built form of the ERF is illustrated in a grey 
colour to demonstrate the context of the visual elements as illustrated in the 
final photomontage image.  

1.7.12. It should be noted that the wireframes illustrate the entire landform data in 
in the ground model and thus, may illustrate hidden faces or features not 
directly seen in the context of the photograph. Nevertheless, they 
demonstrate the image scaling and accuracy of the final illustrated 
photomontage. Therefore, each photomontage view is intended to assist in 
the understanding of the changes that will occur to the existing visual 
amenity due to the Development.  
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Photomontage Views - Illustrated Plume 
1.7.13. Under certain circumstances caused by specific weather conditions, there 

is potential for a visible plume to be produced from the stack. The average 
calculated visible plume has been illustrated in the photomontage views 
using the results of the air dispersion modelling data. The steps undertaken 
are summarised below and further details are provided in ECL report 
Technical Appendix 6.1 of the ES (ECL Report Reference 
ECL.001.01.02/ADM, November 2020): 

� Step 1: The plume length is calculated by running the plume 
dispersion model over a 5 year period using hourly sequential 
meteorological data to establish the distance at which the plume 
first becomes visible and its length; 

� Step 2: Calculate the average length of the visible plume over 
each meteorological year. In this case, from 31m to 55m, with 
numerical weather prediction data from 2019 and surface heat 
flux and boundary layer calculations turned off;   

� Step 3: The meteorological line which gave the plume visibility 
length closest to the average was modelled in isolation. The 
plume was 54.85m long on the 3 December 2019 at 11.00am. 
This model allows the prediction of the plume spread and the 
height of the plume centreline with distance from the stack; and   

� Step 4: The vertical spread of the plume can be calculated. 
Visibility criteria is determined based on the liquid content of the 
plume and the opacity is based on the liquid content of the 
plume at a given point (expressed as a percentage of the 
maximum liquid content of the plume). 

1.7.14. The visible plume is shown on each photomontage is based on the above 
criteria, irrespective of the date or time of the photograph taken. 

1.7.15. To understand the maximum calculated visible plume, Appendix 14 
illustrates a single photomontage view from Viewpoint 11 from Garreg Bank 
(upper) Trewern. The photograph was taken on the 27 February 2019 and 
thus, closely resembles the projected timing of the maximum visible plume 
based on data from 2 March 2018 at 5pm. See Section 8 of Technical 
Appendix 6.1 of the ES (ECL Report Reference ECL.001.01.02/ADM, 
November 2020). 

1.7.16. Plume visibility is considered separately in Section 6 of the LVIA. 

Photomontage Views - Illustrated Woodland Planting 
1.7.17. With regards to the photomontage views, proposed native woodland 

planting is shown in summer after approximately 10 years when trees will 
be c.6m to 8m high. This is for illustrative purposes only and the visual 
effects described in Section 6 of the LVIA during the operation phase are 
based on the mitigation measures provided by the screen bunds and not 
the added benefit of new native woodland planting.  

1.7.18. In some of the close range views, both the wooded bund and the level of 
the proposed topographic form of the bund is shown to enable a balanced 
evaluation of the maximum effects. Clearly, there will be long term benefits 
due to the woodland planting which has the potential to result in a gradual 
but positive change. This is reflected in the decommissioning phase. 
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1.7.19. The LVIA has considered the proposed lighting scheme for the 
Development (Appendix 11) and a description is provided in Section 6 of 
the LVIA from selected Viewpoint Locations. Further to the GLVIA Third 
Edition and Technical Guidance Note 06/19, reference has also been made 
to Guidance Note 01/20 issued by the Institute of Lighting Professionals in 
2020.1 

1.8. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER EFFECTS 

1.8.1. The assessment of landscape character effects describes the key 
characteristics of the landscape and the likely nature and scale of changes 
to landscape elements and characteristics; and the consequential effect on 
the landscape character. It considers effects relating to the Development 
during construction, operation and decommissioning. 

1.8.2. Sensitivity of the landscape helps to determine how development of a 
particular site may lead to a high or low change in the overall characteristics. 
Sensitivity may be High, Medium or Low, with two further categories for 
exceptional situations of Very High or Very Low and is summarised in 
Table 1B. 

Table 1B: Landscape (Sensitivity) 

SENSITIVITY DESCRIPTION 

Very High 

Where key characteristics, elements and associated uses are very vulnerable to 
change and cannot absorb development without significant alteration to the 

character itself.  Thresholds for significant change are very low. This would apply 
to landscapes of designated value such as National Parks and where the principal 

management objective is to conserve existing character. 

High 
Where the key characteristics, elements and associated uses are vulnerable to 
change and/or enhancement and where development can only be absorbed in 

limited situations. The thresholds for significant change are low. 

Medium 
Where the key characteristics, elements and associated uses of the landscape are 

susceptible to change but have the ability to absorb development in some 
situations.  Thresholds for significant change are intermediate. 

Low 
Where key characteristics, elements and associated uses are resilient to change 

and can absorb development in many situations without significant character 
change. 

Very Low 
Where the key characteristics, elements and associated uses are robust and are 

able to accommodate development without significant character change. This 
would apply to landscapes undergoing regeneration or with management 

objectives focused on landscape change. 

 

1.8.3. The magnitude of impact relates to the scale of the changes in terms of the 
effects upon the landscape character of the Site (direct effects) and also the 
surrounding environs (indirect effects). Indirect effects on landscape 
character are assessed where the Development is visible in the principal 
study area (Figures L5 and L6).  

1.8.4. The magnitude of impact applied ranges from Very Large to Negligible or 
No Impact and is defined in Table 1C. 

  

 
1 Guidance Note 01/20, Guidance notes for the reduction of obtrusive light, Institute of Lighting Professionals, 2020 
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Table 1C: Landscape (Magnitude of Impact) 

MAGNITUDE DESCRIPTION 

Very Large Where the development will cause large-scale changes many to important 
landscape characteristics. 

Large Where the development will cause some large-scale changes to several landscape 
characteristics. 

Medium to Large Where the development will cause some notable changes to several landscape 
characteristics. 

Medium Where the development will cause changes to several landscape characteristics. 

Small Where the development will cause small-scale changes to a limited number of 
landscape characteristics. 

Very Small Where the development will cause very small-scale changes to a limited number of 
landscape characteristics. 

Negligible Where the development will cause little or no appreciable change. 

No Impact No perceptible change to the landscape character due to the development.  

 

1.8.5. Consequently, a combination of the sensitivity of the landscape and the 
magnitude of the impact determines the significance of effect.  

1.8.6. In line with the GLVIA Third Edition, final conclusions regarding the 
significance of effect specifically concern the development in question. 
Generally, a more significant effect would apply to the permanent loss of 
mature elements. A less significant effect involves the loss of uniform and 
homogenous elements and features or where there is a more degraded 
character and less associated value. This is judged against the current 
baseline situation presented in Section 3 of the LVIA. 

1.9. VISUAL EFFECTS 

1.9.1. The assessment of significance of visual effects is approached in a similar 
manner to that previously described for landscape character.  

1.9.2. Viewpoint Locations are chosen to show the context of specific places 
where the Development might be most visible and in some cases, 
representative receptor sensitivity. It is recognised that sensitivity may vary 
on a personal basis as will receptor activity. Nevertheless, the Viewpoint 
Locations are used to provide an objective assessment of the primary 
receptor sensitivity. The current scene is described and a narrative provided 
of the changes relating to the Development during construction, operation 
and decommissioning. 

1.9.3. The sensitivity of the viewer is defined according to the type of receptor such 
as residents, road users and footpath users etc. and ranges from Very High 
to Very Low and is summarised in Table 1D. Static views can typically 
include locations from residential areas and sequential views refer to those 
along roads and footpaths. The type of view is specified for each Viewpoint 
Location. 
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Table 1D: Visual (Sensitivity) 

SENSITIVITY DESCRIPTION 

Very High Visitors to nationally advertised attractions (e.g. a National Park) where visual 
amenity is very important to its enjoyment. 

High 
From residential properties (ground floor locations/gardens), an established 
viewing point, or recognised public location for which the sensitivity of visual 

amenity is noted as being of a higher rating. Footpath users on National Trails. 

Medium 
Footpath users on long distance footpaths, on the general footpath network 

(footpaths, bridleways and byways) and walkers (general recreation). Residential 
locations including from upper floor windows and general views from residential 

properties not associated with a High sensitivity. 

Low 
Road users on the general network including ‘A’ class roads, minor roads and 

lanes. It also includes a place of work or recreation facilities (e.g. golf course) as 
the action takes place with less reference to external influences. 

Very Low People travelling along direct fast transport routes where context and view 
changes rapidly (e.g. motorway, railway). 

 

1.9.4. The magnitude of the visibility is rated from Very Large to Negligible or No 
Impact and is defined in Table 1E. 

Table 1E: Visual (Magnitude of Impact) 

MAGNITUDE DESCRIPTION 

Very Large Where new or additional elements are introduced and the development is wholly 
dominant and intrusive within the context of the available view. 

Large 
Where the development would introduce new or additional elements which would 
form a significant and immediately apparent aspect of the scene and would affect 

the overall impression of the view. 

Medium to Large Where the development would introduce new or additional elements which will be 
noticeable in the scene and would affect the overall impression of the view. 

Medium Where the development would introduce new or additional elements and forms a 
recognisable change to the amenity but is not intrusive within the overall scene. 

Small 
Where the development would introduce new or additional elements but would 
constitute only a minor component of the wider view which the casual observer 
could miss or where awareness does not affect the overall quality of the scene. 

Very Small 
Where only a very small part of the development is discernible or in cases where 

the effects are scarcely appreciated, for example, due to the angle of view or 
distance involved. 

Negligible Where the development will not materially alter the existing view. 

No Impact No perceptible change to the existing view due to the development. 

 

1.9.5. The significance of effect is then determined by comparing the magnitude 
and sensitivity in a consistent manner.  
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1.10. NATURE OF EFFECT 
1.10.1. It is not the assumption of this LVIA that all change is adverse. Rather, it 

seeks to give objective consideration from the outset that the nature of effect 
can be beneficial or adverse and in some cases neutral.  

1.10.2. Current guidance (GLVIA Third Edition) notes that ‘It is also possible for 
effects to be neutral in their consequences for the landscape. An informed 
professional judgement should be made about this and the criteria used in 
reaching the judgement should be clearly stated. They might include, but 
should not be restricted to:  

� The degree to which the proposal fits with existing 
character; and 

� The contribution to the landscape that the 
development may make in its own right, usually by 
virtue of good design, even if it is in contrast to 
existing character’. (paragraph 5.37) 

1.10.3. This LVIA gives objective consideration to both landscape and visual effects 
with regard to the context, visual composition and the way in which the view 
is experienced. 

1.10.4. An adverse nature of effect may occur where there is an increase of 
visibility in terms of the Site or changes to character of a negative or intrusive 
kind. This may ensue regarding views of earthworks and due to screen bund 
formation in the construction period. Crane movements and other aspects 
(e.g. building construction, scaffolding and ground works) associated with 
the building of the ERF could result in adverse effects (e.g. at the skyline).  

1.10.5. During the operation period, adverse effects may occur with respect to 
potential views of building façades or rooflines of the ERF building and/or 
stack. This may arise when built form is seen against the skyline rather than 
a backdrop of hills or rising ground. When the stack is seen in isolation (i.e. 
without context to the overall Development), this may result in an adverse 
rather than neutral effect. As stated, during the operation phase, no 
allowance is being made for the additional screening benefits offered by the 
proposed native woodland planting illustrated by the Landscape 
Masterplan. Consideration is given to the screen bunds only. 

1.10.6. This Assessment recognises that if part of the Development can be 
assimilated into the landscape or is not visually overbearing and intrusive, 
it will not necessarily result in an adverse effect. In addition, a change is not 
necessarily an adverse effect so long as the land use and appearance are 
broadly in line with similar uses.  

1.10.7. Neutral effects may arise when the proposals are unlikely to be identified 
immediately in terms of adversely affecting the characteristics or where they 
do not constitute an intrusive element in the overall visual amenity; this may 
apply when views are partially screened or at distance.  
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1.10.8. During decommissioning, cranes will remove taller elements such as the 
ERF building and stack which may lead to adverse visual effects. However, 
these will be temporary and/or generally of a short duration. The screen 
bunds will provide some screening of the demolition/removal of buildings 
and vehicle movements during ground restoration. Overall, adverse visual 
effects in this phase will primarily relate to visible crane movements and site 
activity where in view.  

1.10.9. Proposed native woodland planting shown on the Landscape Masterplan 
will remain in perpetuity and will offer long term enhancement and mitigation 
for future employment uses at the Site. A neutral or beneficial nature of 
effect may occur as it matures. It is more likely to be beneficial at a close 
range with a neutral effect occurring at mid and long range.  

1.10.10. Winter and summer views have been considered separately in Section 6 of 
the LVIA for selected Viewpoint Locations in the immediate vicinity and at a 
close range. Appendix 12 includes the example photomontage winter views 
(Sheets 1 to 16). 

1.11. LANDSCAPE CAPACITY 

1.11.1. Landscape capacity relates to landscape character sensitivity and value 
and is also informed by the effects upon visual amenity. It provides an 
understanding of whether the predicted effects upon the character would be 
in keeping or not with the current landscape setting. It constitutes an all-
encompassing consideration of whether a landscape might be capable of 
development whilst the essential qualities of the wider landscape character 
remain unchanged.  

1.11.2. In this instance, a three-point scale has been adopted after considering the 
above: 

� Low capacity: a landscape or visual amenity which cannot 
accommodate change;  

� Medium capacity: a landscape or visual amenity which could 
accommodate change in certain circumstances: and   

� High capacity: a landscape or visual amenity which can 
accommodate change. 

1.12. RESIDUAL EFFECTS 

1.12.1. B&A has designed the Landscape Masterplan which illustrates the 
mitigation measures (Appendix 2). During the construction phase, it is 
assumed that it will offer a visual effect whilst it is ongoing (e.g. screen 
bunds and planting). Once established, the assumption is that visual effects 
will decrease and residual effects will relate more to mitigating qualities for 
landscape character and visual matters as assessed in Sections 5 and 6 of 
the LVIA respectively. 
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1.13. SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 
1.13.1. The significance of a landscape or visual effect is a function of the sensitivity 

of the affected landscape or visual receptors, the magnitude of change that 
they will experience and the nature of the effect. The degree of significance 
of landscape and visual effects are unique to a particular proposal. Tables 
1F and 1G demonstrate the principles applied to assess the significance. 
Although where exceptions occur, professional judgement and assumptions 
are applied. For example, where significance falls between two categories. 

1.13.2. In instances where a Major or a Moderate to Major significance of effect 
occurs, then the effect is likely to be considered significant (i.e. an impact 
that is likely to be a key material factor in the decision-making process). 
Where a Moderate (adverse) significance of effect has occurred then this 
has been reviewed whether it would constitute a significant effect. 

Table 1F: Significance of Effect 

SIGNIFICANCE 
OF EFFECT LANDSCAPE VISUAL 

Negligible Virtually no effect on existing landscape 
character and quality. 

The development results in a virtually 
imperceptible change in the view and has no 

affect upon the existing visual amenity. 

Minor 
Some effects on existing landscape for 
which the development can be readily 
accommodated without affecting the 

character. 

Where the development may have a slight 
affect upon the view but where the change is 

not prominent. 

Moderate 
Larger scale changes affecting the 

landscape to a noticeable degree without a 
significant resultant change in the 

character. 

Where the development will be clearly visible 
and results in some changes to the view, but 

the main elements of the baseline visual 
context remain. 

Major 

Landscape character and quality is 
affected to a large degree, such that the 
development is a substantive element, 

creating a character associated with the 
development. 

The development results in changes that 
largely affect the view, or where the baseline 

visual context alters, such that the 
development is one of the principal visual 

elements unmistakably or easily seen. 

Substantial 

Landscape character and quality is 
affected to a substantial degree, such that 

the development is the principal and 
substantive element dominating the 

essence of the landscape character and 
affecting the balance of the landscape. 

Substantive alterations to the amenity of the 
view, where the development becomes the 

dominant feature and commands or controls 
that particular view. 
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Table 1G: Predicted Significance of Landscape/Visual Effects 

SENSITIVITY X 
VERY LOW LOW MEDIUM HIGH VERY HIGH 

T MAGNITUDE 

No Impact None None None None None 

Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible 

Very Small Negligible Negligible Minor Minor Minor - 
Moderate 

Small Negligible Minor Minor-
Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Medium Minor Minor-
Moderate Moderate Moderate 

to Major Major 

Medium to Large Minor- 
Moderate Moderate Moderate  Moderate 

to Major Major 

Large Minor- 
Moderate Moderate Moderate 

to Major Major Major to 
substantial 

Very Large Moderate Moderate Major Major to 
substantial Substantial 

1.14. CUMULATIVE EFFECTS 

1.14.1. Cumulative landscape and visual effects have been considered in Sections 
4 and 5 of the LVIA respectively. Guidance has been taken from the GLVIA 
Third Edition regarding cumulative landscape effects (paragraph 7.26) and 
visual effects (paragraph 7.38).  

1.14.2. The LVIA has taken into account large scale commercial development such 
as warehouses along the main road network and on the edge of 
settlements: 

� Offa’s Dyke Business Park adjacent to the B4388 on the edge 
of Buttington (c.2.2km south-west);  

� Buttington Cross Enterprise Park and the Welshpool 
Livestock Sales building adjacent to the A458 and A483 
roundabout on the northern edge of Welshpool (c.2.6km south-
west); and 

� Hanfaes Lane Industrial Estate (c.4.1km south-west) and 
Severn Farm Industrial Estate (c.5km south-west) on the 
eastern edge of Welshpool. 
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Drawing BT1180-D2: Landscape Masterplan 
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Illustrative Cross Sections (1 to 6)  
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Shropshire Hills (outliers) NLCA No.18 (Extract) 
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in

 th
ei

r o
w

n 
rig

ht
.  

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 v
al

es
, 

no
ta

bl
y 

th
e 

Va
le

 o
f M

on
tg

om
er

y,
 a

re
 in

cl
ud

ed
.  

 

Th
is

 is
 a

n 
ag

ric
ul

tu
ra

l l
an

ds
ca

pe
.  

It 
ha

s 
fe

rti
le

 lo
w

la
nd

s 
w

ith
 n

ea
t h

ed
ge

ro
w

s,
 m

at
ur

e 
tre

es
 

an
d 

a 
nu

m
be

r o
f w

oo
dl

an
d 

pl
an

ta
tio

ns
.  

Th
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APPENDIX 5 

National Landscape Character (Wales and England) 
The table summarises key characteristics. Distance and direction is provided from the 
stack. Viewpoint Locations within the principal study area adopted for the LVIA are 
identified. (Table prepared by B&A).  

Table 5A: National Landscape Character (Wales and England) 
KEY CHARACTERISTICS 

National Landscape Character Areas (NLCAs) (Wales) 
Montgomeryshire Hills and Vales NLCA No.17 (c.2.1km north-west) (Viewpoint Location 19, 25, 27, 29, 31 and 
33) 
y A series of hills and valleys - which are aligned broadly east to west, with sinuous, curved skylines. y A mix of both 
upland and lowland parts – the highest land in the north-west adjacent to Y Berwyn. As a whole the area is transitional 
between adjacent upland and lowland. y A number of rivers - carve through the area, notably those of the Tanat and 
Vyrnwy. y Pastoral agriculture - with lowland pasture in the river valleys and hill sheep farming on the upper valley 
sides and ridges. y Hedgerows with trees - as field boundaries y Woodland - blocks of deciduous woodland of irregular 
or organic form, especially on steep valley sides and with important ecological importance, and some coniferous 
plantation woodland. y Archaeology - sites and settlements from the Roman and Medieval periods, in addition to a 
number of historic parklands such as Llangedwyn and Bodfach. Meifod was an important Early Christian church 
foundation. y Settlement - confined to isolated farmsteads and compact nucleated valley villages associated primarily 
with historic river crossing points.  y Patchwork landscape of pastoral fields and woodland, with an intimate spatial 
character created by the distinctive combination of vegetation and the undulating ridge and valley land form. 

Severn Valley NLCA No.19 (c.320m north-west) (Viewpoint Location 12, 20 to 24, 26, 28 and 30) 
y Major river valley – of the mature Severn within Wales, gently meandering across a flood plain, constrained by 
sometimes steeply rising hillsides. A number of tributaries join the Severn in this area. y Bedrock - geology is 
predominantly Silurian slate, shale and mudstone, with sandstones evident to the northern end of the area. y Soils – 
rich alluvial farmland on the flood plain with seasonally wet silty soils overlaying river alluvium. Silty soils overlaying the 
Silurian sandstones and seasonally wet silty soils on the shales and mudstones. y Valley floor - Lowland pastoral farm 
land interspersed with woodlands, also with wetland rush pasture associated with the course of the Severn. 
Woodlands are mainly broad- leafed and include some wet woodland . y Valley sides - often well wooded, with both 
deciduous and coniferous plantation evident. A sense of containment is created by the wooded valley sides and their 
relationship with the adjoining upland areas. y Valley settlement pattern - Settlement pattern relates to this strategic 
importance with nucleated valley floor settlements having grown up around former military sites, for example, at 
Caersws. y Forts, castles, historic defences - include prehistoric encampments, parts of Offa’s Dyke, the Roman fort 
complex at Caersws and a number of Medieval castles, of which Dolforwyn is a good example indicating the past 
strategic importance of the valley. Powys Castle by Welshpool and its extensive parklands are well known visitor 
attractions today. y Expanding light industrial town of Newtown – a regional hub of activity, historically enabled by the 
Shropshire Union Canal and the Cambrian Railway but today being a regional centre. y Tranquil rural setting versus 
busy roads and towns - much of the valley has an otherwise tranquil and pastoral character, although this is 
punctuated by the influence of the main valley floor settlements of Llanidloes, Newtown and Welshpoolm and the 
A470, A 483 and A 489 roads. 

National Character Areas (NCAs) (England) 
Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain NCA No.61 (c.7.7km east) (No Viewpoint Location) 
y Extensive, gently undulating plain, dominated by thick glacial till from the late Pleistocene Period, producing 
productive, clay soils and exemplifying characteristic glacial landforms including eskers, glacial fans, kettle holes, 
moraines and a landscape of meres and mosses. y Prominent discontinuous sandstone ridges of Triassic age, 
characterised by steep sides and freely draining, generally infertile soil that supports broadleaved and mixed 
woodland. y Few woodlands, confined to the area around Northwich and to estates, cloughs and deciduous and mixed 
woods on the steeper slopes of the wind-swept sandstone ridges. Locally extensive tracts of coniferous woodland and 
locally distinctive orchards scattered throughout. y Strong field patterns with generally well-maintained boundaries, 
predominantly hedgerows, with dense, mature hedgerow trees. Sandstone walls occur on the ridges and estate walls 
and Cheshire-style (curved topped) metal railing fences occur locally on estates in Cheshire. y Dairy farming 
dominates on the plain, with patches of mixed farming and arable in the north and large areas in the south-east. y 
Diversity of wetland habitats includes internationally important meres and mosses comprising lowland raised bog, fen, 
wet woodland, reedbed and standing water, supporting populations of a host of rare wildlife, including some species of 
national and international importance. y Extensive peat flood plains where flood plain grazing marsh habitats support 
regionally important populations of breeding waders in areas such as Baggy Moor, Weald Moor and Doxey Marshes. y 
Many main rivers and their flood plains lie in this area, including the Dee, Dane, Severn, Penk and Sow. Significant 
areas of grazing marsh, alluvial flood meadows and hay meadows associated with the rivers Dee, Sow, Gowy and 
Severn. The area has the highest density of field ponds in western Europe. y Rich archaeological evidence of iron-age 
hill forts concentrated on the sandstone ridges and the Weald Moors. Remnant ridge and furrow and moated houses 
are features of the plain. The Roman road, Watling Street, crosses the plain linking London to Wales via Wroxeter. 
Chester was an important Roman settlement. y Regularly spaced, large farmsteads, dispersed hamlets, market towns 
and many other settlements including Macclesfield and Telford. Timber-frame buildings are a distinctive feature of the 
plain, often highly decorated in Cheshire, for example, the moated Little Moreton Hall. The historic towns including 



KEY CHARACTERISTICS 

Stafford, Shrewsbury and the city of Chester have a wealth of 17th- and 18th-century half-timber, brick and red 
sandstone buildings. y Parklands and gardens associated with estates such as Chillington, Trentham, Tatton and 
Attingham; country houses such as Gawsworth Hall, Arley Hall and Adlington Hall; and fortified manor houses and 
castles such as at Shrewsbury, Stafford, Beeston, Acton Burnell and Cholmondeley. y Nationally important reserves of 
silica sand and salt. Active extraction of salt has developed a locally distinctive landscape of subsidence flashes, 
particularly around the area of Sandbach. Adjacent to these saline flashes are areas of salt marsh rarely found at 
inland sites. y The numerous canals are important for recreation as well as habitat. Several National Cycle Routes and 
nearly 5,000 km of public rights of way cross the plain. Six National Nature Reserves (NNRs) are scattered 
throughout, close to large population centres and well used for recreation. 

Oswestry Uplands NCA No.63 (c.11.2km north) (Viewpoint Location 32) 
y Steeply sloping, flat-topped, predominantly limestone hills form a band across the western half of the area, giving 
way to gentler foothills and the Shropshire Plain to the east. y Soils are derived from the Carboniferous limestone 
bedrock and support rare flora and fauna such as the pyramidal and greater butterfly orchids. y Numerous streams 
winding across the undulating landscape, with dramatic gorges carved out in the limestone, support species such as 
the Atlantic stream crayfish. y There are scattered patches of broadleaved woodland and coniferous plantations 
throughout the area, particularly on the steeper slopes, which are dissected by narrow, often wooded valleys. There 
are linear woodlands along valley sides and wet woodlands on valley bottoms. y Pasture is the dominant land use on 
the higher ground, with mixed, more commercial agriculture on the foothills to the east. y The field pattern is irregular, 
with species-rich hedgerows (characteristically hazel) and some hedgerow trees across much of the area; however, 
the pattern is more regular in the north-west, where it is of relatively late enclosure. y There is a strong Welsh influence 
on place names, and dispersed settlement character, particularly in the west and south. A clustered settlement pattern 
occurs in the south-west, associated with the mining industry. y A strong time depth is evident in the medieval and 
earlier field patterns and routeways, iron-age hill forts such as that found at Oswestry, scattered parklands on lower 
slopes and industrial mining activity/archaeology. y Industrial and residential development is evident around the 
market town of Oswestry, but the area is still one of the most tranquil in the west Midlands area. y Many former 
quarries are dramatic features in the landscape but are now abandoned and have become overgrown with grassland 
and scrub. y There are traditional farmsteads and buildings of local Carboniferous limestone with slate roofs. They are 
occasionally whitewashed. y Offa’s Dyke is an important historic landscape and recreational feature that runs north–
south through the area. 

Shropshire Hills NCA No.65 (c.2.6km east) (Viewpoint Location 15) 
y The Shropshire Hills NCA is dominated by a series of ridges, scarps and intervening valleys running south-west to 
north-east. Distributed across the area are many smaller steep and rounded hills. y A geologically significant, complex 
and diverse area, comprising Precambrian to Permian rocks, as well as a variety of sedimentary and igneous rocks. 
Combined with the geological structure, these have a major influence on the landscape and land use of the area, as 
well as contributing significantly to early studies of the science of geology. y The red, silty loam soils over silty clays, 
particularly over the Clee Hills plateau, offer fertile and well drained agricultural land that supports an important sheep 
and beef cattle industry. y Semi-natural woodlands are scattered across the area, although many are largely confined 
to the slopes, where ash, elm and oak stands occur. Upland oak woods predominate to the north and east of the 
Stiperstones ridge. There are numerous conifer and mixed plantations. y Moorland, extensive areas of unimproved 
semi-natural grassland and small areas of calcareous grassland can be found across the area. y Rivers and streams, 
with associated lines of alder trees, are prominent features of the landscape. The major watercourses are the rivers 
Onny, Corve and Rea Brook, which are home to important species such as dipper, white-clawed crayfish and otter. y 
The area exhibits great diversity in its historic environment. The earliest evidence of human occupation comes from 
the burial monuments of the Bronze Age. Relic quarries and mining sites record important episodes in the area’s 
industrial past. y A wide variety of local building styles and materials exists, reflecting the different geological outcrops, 
for example Kenley Grit, Acton Scott Limestone and Chatwall Flags. y There are scattered farmsteads in the dales and 
sheltering valleys, with larger settlements confined to the A49 corridor – Church Stretton, Craven Arms and Ludlow. 
Villages and hamlets are dispersed across the area. Farmsteads on roadsides and in commonedge settlements make 
an especially significant contribution to the character of the Shropshire Hills. y The NCA offers an extensive network of 
rights of way and open access land, as well as the Offa’s Dyke National Trail. There are many locally well known 
landmarks, and a few honeypot sites such as Carding Mill Valley and The Wrekin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

APPENDIX 6 

LANDMAP Mid-Wales Area Statement (2018) (Extract)



Landscape, Seascape and Cultural Services 
Shaped by nature and people over time, landscapes are the 
settings in which we live, work and experience life.  All 
landscapes matter. They combine natural resources, culture 
and economy. Many environmental resilience and place-
based planning challenges that shape our future wellbeing 
and prosperity are best addressed at a landscape-scale. 

Landscape characteristics and qualities combine to create 
a distinct sense of place.  Sense of place is key to 
understanding how we derive cultural inspiration and well-
being from landscape.  Understanding the contribution of 
landscape to cultural services is part of the natural 
resources approach.

www.naturalresources.wales/landscape

The Mid-Wales Landscape  
A very large rural area with regional scale remote 
uplands and mountains, coastline, reservoirs and 
borderlands contributing to its identity. The area 
encompasses part of the Brecon Beacons, the highest 
mountain range in Southern Britain, and a substantial 
part of the Brecon Beacons National Park. The 
Cambrian Mountains form an upland spine that divides 
mid Wales and continues northwards to the Berwyns. 
The rivers Severn, Wye, Usk and Teifi flow through the 
area, punctuated by historic towns, villages and 
castles. Tranquil, undulating rural farmland dominates 
the hills and deep, often wooded, valleys that descend 
to the rugged Ceredigion coastline and coastal resort 
towns.  Moors, forests and deep reservoir valleys are 
associated with the extensive wilder uplands  

Headline Characteristics 
x Strong contrasts across the area from settled 

farmed valleys, to sinuous light reflecting 
reservoirs, wilder exposed, tranquil and 
unpopulated uplands and dramatic coastal edge 
with expansive seascape views.

x Over 81% of the area are upland landscapes with 
over half characterised as exposed, remote and 
tranquil

x 13% of the area is within a National Park and 44% 
is Heritage Coast. Wales’ only UNESCO 
Biosphere, the Dyfi Valley, is partly included

x Lowland landscapes account for 17%,
characterised by traditional farmland in the lower 
hills and valleys

x Development is limited with less than 1% of the 
area classified as development (national average 
5.14%)

x Characterised by large areas of high, exposed 
upland moorland & blanket bog, scattered areas of 
heath and large forestry plantations; enclosed 
farmland on hillslopes, valleys and lowlands; oak 
and ash woodlands along steep valleys 

x Much or the area retains historic influences and 
interest and there are 10 Registered Historic 
Landscapes 

x Many examples of historic castles, towns and 
villages, hillforts and industrial features in the 
valleys and lowlands, with prehistoric remains in 
the uplands

x Reservoirs within remote and wild valleys of the 
Cambrian and Berwyn uplands

x Spectacular coastline of rocky cliffs, sandy bays 
and estuaries

x Source of the rivers Severn, Teifi & Wye which 
flow through the area.

x Picturesque landscapes of the Montgomery canal
Special Area of Conservation  

x Cors Caron and Cors Fochno are rare raised bogs
with a wild, natural appearance  

 
 

Distinctive landscapes and sense of place 
The Brecon Beacons and Black Mountains form an extensive chain of exposed upland ridges and moorland 
plateau with dramatic north facing peaks and crags and smooth expanses of south facing moors. Together with 
parts of the Usk & Wye Valleys and limestone uplands to the south and waterfall country of the narrow, wooded 
upper Tawe, Neath and its tributaries, they form the substantial part of the Brecon Beacons National Park.
Much of the park is also a Dark Skies Reserve, the Fforest Fawr UNESCO Global Geopark partially covers the 
south of the area. 
These places are tranquil, wild and remote with expansive views and are popular for outdoor recreation. Reservoirs 
to the south provide a visitor focus and scenic views.  The historic landscape of the Middle Usk Valley includes 
Llangorse Lake, a rare natural lake lined with trees, pasture and reeds, sitting within a rising bowl landform.

Historic castles, towns and villages, hillforts and industrial features such as tramways and the Brecon and 
Monmouthshire Canal are features of the valleys. The Usk Valley is broad downstream of Brecon, narrow and 
wooded upstream to Carmarthenshire, picturesque and tranquil away from main roads. The historic landscape of 
the Middle Wye includes medieval settlements such as Hay on Wye. 

Within Powys to the north of the National Park, the peaceful valleys of the Epynt Plateau are a rich mosaic of 
pasture fields, woodlands and fast-flowing streams. 

The Wye Valley south of Builth Wells is an unspoilt area with scenic quality and strong character derived from the 
varied topography, steep slopes, rock outcrops, mature woodland and pastoral mosaic. This is enjoyed by 
travellers on the A470 which gives the area importance.

The Radnorshire Hills comprises areas of open moorland, forestry and upland grazing with dramatic long ranging 
views over smooth rolling hills and sheltered valleys of traditional farmland. A very rural area with qualities of 
timelessness and tranquillity, occasionally interrupted by windfarms.

Long Mountain and Cordon Hill form prominent upland landforms and sense of place to the edge of the Shropshire 
Hills.

The Vale of Montgomery historic landscape crosses the Welsh-English border and comprises traditional rolling 
farmland of the vale and hills with attractive, tranquil, safe, settled qualities. Offa’s Dyke scheduled monument and 
National Trail passes through from north to south and the River Severn forms a broad floodplain north of 
Montgomery on its journey from the Plynlimon uplands to the west, through the historic landscape of the Caersws 
Basin, with its Iron Age and Roman features, north eastwards towards the English border.

The Berwyn moorland plateau to the north encloses the historic landscape of the Tanat Valley, including distinct 
tributary valleys containing the dramatic and scenic Pistyll Rhaeadr (the highest waterfall in Wales) and craggy 
peak of Craig Rhiwarth. The area provides attractive, exposed, invigorating and wild qualities, with strong cultural 
identity in its historic hillforts, farming, mining and quarrying and St Melangell’s Church. South of the Tanat lies the 
deep Vyrnwy valley with its large reservoir, a popular recreational area, and beyond forests and moorland with 
occasional windfarms slope down to the Dyfi Valley to the west.

The fringes of the Cambrian Mountains include the distinctive Plynlimon Moorlands, conifer forests and historic 
landscapes of the Clywedog and Elan Valley with its complex of reservoirs. The moorlands are exposed and wild 
with long distance dramatic views of Snowdonia; the reservoirs sinuous linking water bodies within dramatic valleys 
complemented by striking dams, popular for scenic recreation, wildlife watching and fishing. The upper Irfon forms 
a dramatic upland valley where it cuts through the Tywi Forest at the border with Ceredigion.

The main spine of the Cambrian Mountains run north-south along the eastern edge of Ceredigion, with much of 
the area included in the Upland Ceredigion historic landscape, important for prehistoric and mining features. The 
area includes the rocky summits of Plynlimon and is a remote, wild, expansive area of rugged moorland and 
blanket bog with dramatic scarp slopes along western fringes. Popular as a tourism/recreational resource, it 
includes Nant y Moch reservoir, areas of forestry and occasional windfarms.

To the north, the wild and highly distinctive estuary of the Dyfi Biosphere gives way to attractive rhythmically rolling 
landform to the east, forming the border with Snowdonia to the north.

Artists valley and Afon Ceulanin valley cut into the Cambrian Mountains. The former is distinctive for its deciduous 
woodland, intimacy, waterfalls and historic features, the latter for its open upland character. 

Aberystwyth 

Brecon

Machynlleth  
Newtown

LANDMAP Visual & Sensory Landscape Types

The deep, oak wooded valleys of the Vale of Rheidol and Ystwyth flow west to the coast. The Vale of Rheidol 
becomes a wild and spectacular gorge at Devils Bridge, with outcrops, waterfalls and cascades. The Rheidol 
Railway provides access for visitors and an evolving experience, in places perched dramatically above the valley 
floor.

The Ystwyth valley is a dramatic V-shaped valley providing an exciting crossing point to the Elan Valley in Powys. 
Lead mining and the Hafod estate historic parkland provide a sense of history and visitor interest.

Teifi Pools are a remote and attractive collection of small natural pools and reservoirs at the upper reaches of the 
Teifi amongst rugged open moorland. Long ranging panoramic views extend to the coast lowlands and across the 
Cambrian Mountains. The River Teifi flows past the historic Strata Florida Abbey into the expansive bog at Cors 
Caron, near Tregaron. The bog is a rare lowland wetland mosaic forming an attractive, wild, natural area. The 
historic University town of Lampeter lies on the Teifi and narrow valleys with historic woollen mills form tributaries. 
The Lower Teifi Valley retains a strong pattern of post medieval fields and estate dominated landscape where it 
forms the border with Pembrokeshire.

Llyn Brianne reservoir and its extensive forestry at the upper reaches of the River Tywi lie close to the border with 
Carmarthenshire.

The Cardigan Bay cliffs form rugged and in places dramatic towering cliffs with occasional sandy bays below. 
Cardigan Island lies to the south. The coastline provides expansive sea views across Cardigan Bay with wild, 
remote and spiritual qualities. Narrow, deep wooded valleys lead to the coast and historic towns and resorts such 
as Aberystwyth and Cardigan and the Wales Coast Path provide tourism and recreation. 

 

LANDMAP Visual & Sensory Landscape Evaluation 

x 11% (758km2) of this Area 
Statement area is evaluated as a 
nationally outstanding visual & 
sensory landscape, 90% of the 
outstanding landscapes are upland

x 41% (2,886km2) are evaluated as 
high, regionally important 
landscapes, 80% are upland

x As a general principle of landscape 
resource management, we should 
seek to conserve and enhance 
outstanding and high landscapes
as these contain characteristics of 
national and county value. 

x Qualities such as tranquillity, 
wildness, naturalness, built 
heritage and cultural identity, 
aesthetic appreciation and 
recreation, are cultural services of 
landscape that are also valued by 
people and can occur across many 
parts of the area

x Within landscapes of lower quality 
the general principle is to enhance 
landscapes to contribute to 
wellbeing

Tranquillity 

x Large areas of tranquil landscape away from 
the road network, main towns and wind farms

x The southern Cambrian Mountains is one of 
the two largest tranquil areas in Wales over 
1000km2

 
x The Brecon Beacons National Park and Elan 

Valley have International Dark Sky status
 

x Tranquil areas have decreased by 9% over a 
12-year period. Despite the considerable loss 
of 488km2 tranquil landscapes, over 5,200km2

of tranquil landscapes remained in 2009

Landscape Change 

x Small scale (<1km2) increases in 
development within greenfield and 
undeveloped built land, mostly from 
expansion to settlements 

x Increasing commercial development, 
landscape scale road improvements 
and mining and reclamation works

x Increasing large poultry units, large 
dairy farms and agricultural sheds 

x Increasing impacts from coastal and 
inland caravan sites, changed 
seascape from Borth sea defences

x Increased cumulative and visual 
impacts from single turbines,
windfarms and solar developments

x Tranquillity affected by MOD at 
Aberporth and activities like Harness 
Racing race track 

x Broadleaved trees have replaced 
conifers on prominent valleys sides, 
near main roads, recreational 
facilities and routes. Felling due to 
Phytophthera and Chalara have also 
changed the forest landscape, 
particularly on NRW managed sites 

x Changing upland vegetation is evident on plateau tops of the Cambrian Mountains and diversity in the 
Berwyn uplands. Encroachment of bracken onto moorland is evident on the main Brecon Beacon and Black 
Mountain peaks. The reduction in mosaic habitats in Brecknockshire indicates it is becoming generally less 
diverse. Decreasing bog cover in Ceredigion as acid grassland encroaches.

x Positive improvements such as from landscape partnership schemes and projects (Machynlleth Town, 
Severn Valley, Elan Links)

Snowdonia 
National Park

Brecon Beacons 
National Park

Pembrokeshire
Coast National Park



 

 

APPENDIX 7 

LANDMAP Site Related Aspect Areas (Extract)
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APPENDIX 9 

Powys Landscape Character Assessment Study (2008) (Extract) 

  











 

 

APPENDIX 10 

The Shropshire Landscape Typology (2006) 
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APPENDIX 11 

Example existing view and equivalent night sky view (Sheets 1 to 6)  
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APPENDIX 12 

Example photomontage winter views (Sheets 1 to 16) 
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Illustrated maximum calculated plume length from Viewpoint 11 
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APPENDIX 15 

Table 15A: Glossary 
Specific To This LVIA 

Term Explanation 

Scoping Direction Refers to the document entitled DNS: EIA Scoping Direction 3201953: Buttington Quarry, Proposed Energy 
Recovery Facility issued by The Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the Welsh Government, dated 3 October 2018 

The Development 

The proposed Buttington Quarry Energy Recovery Facility, Welshpool, Powys which will generate approximately 
13MW of electricity through the treatment of 150,000 tonnes per annum of residential, commercial and industrial 

wastes. Namely, all activities within the red line planning boundary (see Drawing ECL-BQ-000 in Technical 
Appendix TA1-1). 

The ERF The proposed Energy Recovery Facility at Buttington Quarry. 

The ERF building The proposed built form, of note is the energy recovery hall (46m high) and waste reception hall (23m high) which 
represent the highest buildings. The stack is 70m high. 

The Site Planning Application boundary (red line) shown on Figure L1: Site Location and Landscape Character 
Classification (National Level) and subsequent Figures where appropriate. 

The principal study area As defined by the ZTV. For robustness, consideration has been given to areas in close proximity which may have 
relevance to the LVIA. 

The Landscape 
Masterplan Drawing BT1180-D2: Landscape Masterplan which is included in Appendix 2 

The proposed lighting 
scheme 

The contents of the report and Drawings prepared by Illume Design (Dated 1 August 2019) namely, Drawing No. 
4052-ID-DR-1001 (Rev D01) External Lighting Strategy Sheet 1 of 2 and Drawing No. 4052-ID-DR-1002 (Rev D01) 
External Lighting Strategy Sheet 2 of 2 which are provided in the ES. The night time photographs taken by B&A as 

part of the Assessment are included in Appendix 11 (Sheets 1 to 6). 

The GLVIA Third 
Edition 

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (Third Edition), Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental 
Management and Assessment (2013) 

General Phrases Used In The LVIA Process 

Term Explanation 

Baseline Situation This is determined by research, observational recording, classification and analysis of the existing landscape. 

Landscape Capacity 
The threshold at which change to the landscape characteristics and visual resource result in unacceptable adverse 

effects on its character or valued characteristics. This is derived from the interaction of landscape sensitivity and 
landscape value and is specific to the type of change or development. 

Landscape Character 

The distinct recognisable pattern of elements that occurs consistently in a particular type of landscape and how 
people perceive this, creating a particular sense of place. Generally, Landscape Character Types (LCTs) refer to 

multiple areas of the same character. Landscape Character Areas (LCAs) refer to specific geographical locations of 
a particular character type. LANDMAP identifies five Aspect layers, namely Geological Landscape, Historic 

Landscape, Landscape Habitats, Visual and Sensory and also Cultural Landscape Services. 

Landscape 
Characteristics 

Combinations of elements and experiential characteristics (e.g. tranquillity and wildness) that make a particular 
contribution to landscape character. 

Landscape Element A component part of the landscape (e.g. roads, hedges, woods). 

Landscape Feature A prominent eye-catching element (e.g. wooded hilltop or church spire). 

Landscape Quality Strength of expression of landscape character and condition (intactness) of characteristic visual and landscape 
elements (not the same as scenic beauty – see below). 

Landscape Scene The landscape characteristics apparent from a given viewpoint/location. 

Landscape Sensitivity The level of stability, robustness and resilience of the landscape character in relation to specific changes to its 
characteristics and types of development. 

Landscape Value 
The desirability of landscape characteristics (including scenic beauty, tranquillity, wildness, cultural associations, 

conservation interests etc.) and the acceptability of their loss to different stakeholders (i.e. valued for different 
reasons by different people and on different scales, e.g. local, national). 

Nature of Effect 
(Beneficial) 

Where the Development makes a useful or beneficial contribution to the character or visual amenity by virtue of 
good design, mitigation or restoration of previously lost features etc. 

Nature of Effect 
(Adverse) 

Where the Development results in a noticeably visible change that is out of character or affects the visual amenity 
in a negative sense. 

Nature of Effect 
(Neutral) Where the Development generally fits within the existing view or character. 

Overall Landscape 
Sensitivity 

The inherent level of sensitivity of a landscape (i.e. stability, robustness and resilience of the landscape character), 
irrespective of the type of change. 

Scenic Beauty 
Subjective value attributed to the emotional response of an individual to a landscape scene, which, although 

heavily influenced by intrinsic quality, is conditioned by an individual's perception (memories, associations, cultural 
influences and preference). 

Sequential View  For example, views along roads and footpaths. 



 

Significant Impact 
A landscape or visual impact that is likely to be a ‘material consideration’ (i.e. a matter that should be taken into 

account in deciding a planning application) due to the context and intensity of the effect. This is directly related to 
set criteria and terminology as set out within the assessment process. 

Static View For example, locations within residential areas. 

Tranquillity 
The personal experience from being at a location that provides individuals with the space and conditions to relax, 

achieve mental balance and a sense of distance from stress. Tranquil areas are often associated with quiet, remote 
(or appearing remote), natural, non-developed (non-built) and non-busy areas. 

Visual Amenity The subjective value attributed to the degree of pleasure gained from what is seen in a given view (quality of view). 

Visual Sensitivity The estimated level of susceptibility or response of people viewing a scene in relation to the viewpoint location and 
the activity and expectations of the viewer, in terms of reaction to a change in the view. 

Table 15B: Abbreviations used in the LVIA 
ABBREVIATION WORD OR PHRASE 

B&A Bright & Associates 

c. circa 

CPAT  Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust 

DCW Design Commission for Wales 

DNS Development of National Significance 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

ERF Energy Recovery Facility 

ES Environmental Statement 

GLVIA Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

ha hectares 

HGV Heavy Goods Vehicle 

KEA Key Environmental Aspects 

km kilometres 

LANDMAP Landscape Assessment and Decision Making Process 

LCA Landscape Character Area  

LT Landscape Type 

LVIA Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

m metres 

mAOD Metres Above Ordnance Datum 

MW  megawatt 

NCA National Character Areas 

NLCA National Landscape Character Areas 

NRW Natural Resources Wales 

OS Ordnance Survey 

PGW   Parkland and Gardens of Wales   

POW Parks of Wales 

ROMP Review of Minerals Permissions 

SPG Supplementary Planning Guidance 

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest 

SuDS Sustainable Drainage Systems 

TAN  Technical Advice Notes 

VP Viewpoint 

ZTV Zone of Theoretical Visibility 

  

  



 

Table 15C: Reference sources used in the LVIA 
REFERENCE SOURCES 

Publications and Reports (alphabetical order) 

Countryside Council for Wales and The Welsh Government Historic Environment Service (CADW), Guide to Good Practice on Using the 
Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest in Wales in the Planning and Development Process, Revised (2nd) Edition Including Revisions to the 
Assessment Process, 2007 

Institute of Lighting Professionals, Guidance Note 01/20, Guidance notes for the reduction of obtrusive light, 2020 

John Campion Associates Ltd. (Commissioned by Powys County Council),  Powys Landscape Character Assessment Study, 2008 

Landscape Institute,  Visual Representation of Development Proposals, Technical Guidance Note 06/19, September 2019 

Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment, Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
(Third Edition), 2013 

Natural England,  An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment, October 2014 

Natural England,  An Approach to Landscape Sensitivity Assessment – to Inform Spatial Planning and Land Management, June 2019 

Natural England, NCA Profile: 61 Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain (NE556), 2014 

Natural England, NCA Profile: 63 Oswestry Uplands (NE548), 2014 

Natural England, NCA Profile: 65 Shropshire Hills (NE447), 2013 

Natural Resources Wales,  Severn Valley NLCA19, 2014 

Natural Resources Wales,  Shropshire Hills (outliers) NLCA18, 2014 

Natural Resources Wales,  LANDMAP Methodology Visual and Sensory, 2016 

Natural Resources Wales,  LANDMAP Methodology Landscape Habitats, 2016   

Natural Resources Wales, LANDMAP Methodology Geological Landscape, 2016 

Natural Resources Wales,  LANDMAP Methodology Historic Landscape 2016, 2016 

National Resources Wales,  LANDMAP Methodology Overview, June 2017 

Natural Resources Wales,  LANDMAP Cultural Landscape Services, Report No 336, 2019 

Powys County Council,  Powys Local Development Plan 2011 – 2026, 1/4/2011 to 31/3/2026, Written Statement, Adopted April 2018 

Powys County Council,  Biodiversity and Geodiversity Supplementary Planning Guidance, Adopted October 2018 

Powys County Council,  Landscape Supplementary Planning Guidance, Adopted April 2019 

The Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the Welsh Government,  DNS: EIA Scoping Direction 3201953: Buttington Quarry, Proposed Energy 
Recovery Facility, 3 October 2018 

Scottish Natural Heritage, Visual Representation of Wind Farms, Guidance, Version 2.2, February 2017 

Shropshire Council,  The Shropshire Landscape Typology, September 2006 

Shropshire Council, SAMDev Plan 2006-2026, December 2015 

The Welsh Government,  Technical Advice Note 5 Nature Conservation and Planning, September 2009 

The Welsh Government,  Technical Advice Note 21 Waste, February 2014 

The Welsh Government,  Technical Advice Note 12 Design, March 2016 

The Welsh Government,  Technical Advice Note 24 The Historic Environment, May 2017 

The Welsh Government Historic Environment Service (CADW),  Setting of Historic Assets in Wales, May 2017 

The Welsh Government Historic Environment Service (CADW), Managing Change to Registered Historic Parks and Gardens in Wales, May 
2017 

The Welsh Government,  The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2017, Schedule 4 
Regulation 17(3) Information for Inclusion in Environmental Statements, came into force 16 May 2017 

The Welsh Government,  Planning Policy Wales (Edition 10), December 2018 

Websites (alphabetical order) 

Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust, http://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/montgom/montgom.htm 

Lle Geo-Portal, http://lle.gov.wales 

Long Distance Walkers Association, https://www.ldwa.org.uk  

Maesfron Hall and Gardens, https://www.maesfron.co.uk 

Natural Resources Wales, https://naturalresources.wales 

National Monuments Record of Wales, https://coflein.gov.uk 

National Trails, https://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/ 

National Trust, https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/powis-castle-and-garden 

SUSTRANS, https://www.sustrans.org.uk 

The Welsh Government, https://gov.wales/ 

The Welsh Government Historic Environment Service, http://cadw.gov.wales 

 
  



 

Table 15D: Scoping Direction Paragraph 7.4: Landscape And Visual Impacts and 

Where Consultee Responses are Addressed in the LVIA  

ITEM/ASPECT WHERE ADDRESSED IN THE LVIA (SECTION NUMBER/FIGURES) 

Paragraph 7.4 Landscape and Visual Impact 

Additional viewpoint locations suggested by The 
Welsh Government Historic Environment Service 
(CADW) 

• Offa’s Dyke - Section extending 760m N from centre of Goppas Wood to Hope By-Road 
(Reference MG034). Field work undertaken as part of the LVIA process determined that there 
would be restricted views from areas south of Hope Road. This section of Offa’s Dyke is outwith 
the ZTV (Figure L2). 

• (iii) MG224 Offa's Dyke: South of School House. The Scheduled Monument is located in a low 
lying area adjacent to the B4388 and is south of the Offa’s Dyke Business Park in Buttington. Field 
work undertaken as part of the LVIA established that north-easterly views are restricted by a 
combination of topography, intervening built form and woodland. Whereas more open views relate 
to the higher ground of the Long Mountain to the east. The Development will have No Impact 
during   all phases. 

• (i) MG120 Strata Marcella Abbey. Field work undertaken as part of the LVIA established that the 
Scheduled Monument is located at a low elevation when compared to more open areas in the 
vicinity along the nearby A483. The Development will have No Impact during all phases due to a 
combination of distance, localised topography and vegetation. Viewpoint Location 21 is from the 
A483 near Pool Quay at Strata Marcella Abbey. 

• The Breidden Hillfort: See Viewpoint Location 18. 

Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust (CPAT) 

Stack height of 70m  There has been no change to the height of the stack for the Development. 

Consultation with adjacent local authorities given 
proximity of the Development to the Wales-
England border  

The Zone of Theoretical Visibility includes areas of England as shown on Figure L2 of the LVIA.  In 
addition, discussions regarding the Development have been held with Shropshire County Council. In 
summary, the Project Team met with the Planning Policy and Strategy Manager to discuss their potential 
involvement in all aspects of the Development. One of the key issues discussed was the LVIA and the 
extent of the assessment from Shropshire. They confirmed that they were content with the approach 
proposed (i.e. that there are no obvious viewpoints in Shropshire). 

Consultees 

Powys County Council 

Cumulative effects e.g. residential amenity 
Cumulative landscape and visual effects have been assessed regarding the Development and large scale 
commercial development such as warehouses along the main road network and on the edge of 
settlements. 

Natural Resources Wales 

Landscape (paragraph 9): Advise consultation with 
the Local Authority landscape advisor See Table 1 of the LVIA. 

Concept Masterplan (paragraphs 10 to 14) The Buttington Brickworks SSSI is located outwith the Planning Application boundary and will not be 
affected by the Development. 

The Welsh Government Historic Environment Service (CADW) 

Two sections of Offa’s Dyke (scheduled 
monuments MG034 and MG224) as part of the 
Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail. 

See above. 

Viewpoint Location 8: From the residential area of 
Trewern. In addition, it would also be in the vicinity 
of the Maesfron (Grade II) Register of Parks and 
Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales 
(CADW) and its associated setting. It is proposed 
that the viewpoint location should be from main 
road or side road, to best illustrate the southerly 
amenity. Receptors would comprise residents. 
Viewpoint Location 11: From a public footpath near 
Crowthers Coppice and adjacent to residential 
properties, illustrating wider views over the Severn 
Valley. Receptors would be footpath users and 
residents. 

• Trewen and (PGW (Po) 53(POW) (Maesfron) Registered Historic Park and Garden: See  
Viewpoint Location 9. 

• Scheduled Monument MG143 Crowther's Coppice Camp: The Scheduled Monument is located in 
Crowther's Coppice and includes a section immediately adjacent to Allt Wood (to the east). Open 
views are available to the north rather than to the south-east towards the Site. The Development 
will have No Impact during all phases due to localised vegetation. Viewpoint Location 19 is from a 
public footpath near Coppice East Farm and demonstrates open views from the northern edge of 
Allt Wood. 

Presentation methods in the LVIA using a 
combination of wireframe and photographic 
analysis. 

Appendix 1 LVIA Methodology.  

Registered Historic Parks and Gardens  
Landscape Effects: See Section 5, Table 7. Visual Effects: PGW (Po) 53 (POW) Maesfron (Grade II):  
See Viewpoint Location 9 and PGW (Po) 35 (POW) Powis Castle Garden (Grade I): See Viewpoint 
Location 24. 

Managing Change to Registered Historic Parks 
and Gardens in Wales (2017) 

The guidance has been used for the assessment of cultural heritage designations identified within the 
principal study area which are described in Section 3: The Baseline Situation and assessed in Section 5: 
Effects On Landscape Character and Designations. 

Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust (CPAT) 

A viewpoint location should be included from the 
Breidden Hillfort and Monument. See Viewpoint Location 18. 

CADW Best Practice Guidance: Managing the 
Setting of Historic Assets in Wales (May 2017) 

The guidance has been used for the assessment of cultural heritage designations identified within the 
principal study area which are described in Section 3: The Baseline Situation and assessed in Section 5: 
Effects On Landscape Character and Designations.  



 

Table 15E: EIA Regulations (Schedule 4: Information for Inclusion in 
Environmental Statements)  

ITEM/ASPECT WHERE ADDRESSED IN THE LVIA 
(SECTION NUMBER/APPENDIX) 

1. A description of the development, including in particular: 

(a) a description of the location of the development Section 3: The Baseline Situation 

(b) a description of the physical characteristics of the whole development, including, where relevant, 
requisite demolition works, and the land-use requirements during the construction and operational phases Section 1: Introduction 

(c) a description of the main characteristics of the operational phase of the development (in particular any 
production process), for instance, energy demand and energy used, nature and quantity of the materials and 
natural resources (including water, land, soil and biodiversity) used 

Section 1: Introduction 

(d) an estimate, by type and quantity, of expected residues and emissions (such as water, air, soil and 
subsoil pollution, noise, vibration, light, heat, radiation and quantities and types of waste produced during 
the construction and operation phases. 

N/A 

2. A description of the reasonable alternatives (for example in terms of development design, technology, 
location, size and scale) studied by the developer, which are relevant to the proposed project and its specific 
characteristics, and an indication of the main reasons for selecting the chosen option, including a 
comparison of the environmental effects. 

N/A 

3. A description of the relevant aspects of the current state of the environment (baseline scenario) and an 
outline of the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the development as far as natural changes 
from the baseline scenario can be assessed with reasonable effort on the basis of the availability of 
environmental information and scientific knowledge. 

Section 3: The Baseline Situation 

4. A description of the factors specified in regulation 4(2) likely to be significantly affected by the 
development: population, human health, biodiversity (for example fauna and flora), land (for example land 
take), soil (for example organic matter, erosion, compaction, sealing), water (for example 
hydromorphological changes, quantity and quality), air, climate (for example greenhouse gas emissions, 
impacts relevant to adaptation), material assets, cultural heritage, including architectural and archaeological 
aspects, and landscape. 

Section 3: The Baseline Situation 

5. A description of the likely significant effects of the development on the environment resulting from, inter alia: 

(a) the construction and existence of the development, including, where relevant, demolition works 
Section 5: Effects on Landscape Character 
and Designations and Section 6: Assessment 
of Visual Effects. 

(b) the use of natural resources, in particular land, soil, water and biodiversity, considering as far as possible 
the sustainable availability of these resources N/A 

(c) the emission of pollutants, noise, vibration, light, heat and radiation, the creation of nuisances, and the 
disposal and recovery of waste N/A 

(d) the risks to human health, cultural heritage or the environment (for example due to accidents or 
disasters) N/A 

(e) the cumulation of effects with other existing and/or approved projects, taking into account any existing 
environmental problems relating to areas of particular environmental importance likely to be affected or the 
use of natural resources 

Section 5: Effects on Landscape Character 
and Designations and Section 6: Assessment 
of Visual Effects. 

(f) the impact of the project on climate (for example the nature and magnitude of greenhouse gas emissions) 
and the vulnerability of the project to climate change 

Section 5: Effects on Landscape Character 
and Designations  

 (g) the technologies and the substances used. The description of the likely significant effects on the factors 
specified in regulation 4(2) should cover the direct effects and any indirect, secondary, cumulative, 
transboundary, short-term, medium-term and long-term, permanent and temporary, positive and negative 
effects of the development. This description should take into account the environmental protection 
objectives established at Union or Member State level which are relevant to the project, including in 
particular those established under Council Directive 92/43/EEC(a) and Directive 2009/147/EC(b). 

Section 5: Effects on Landscape Character 
and Designations and Section 6: Assessment 
of Visual Effects. 

6. A description of the forecasting methods or evidence, used to identify and assess the significant effects 
on the environment, including details of difficulties (for example technical deficiencies or lack of knowledge) 
encountered compiling the required information and the main uncertainties involved. 

The LVIA Methodology is provided in full in 
Appendix 1. Section 2: Methodology 
summarises the approach. 

7. A description of the measures envisaged to avoid, prevent, reduce or, if possible, offset any identified 
significant adverse effects on the environment and, where appropriate, of any proposed monitoring 
arrangements (for example the preparation of a post-project analysis). That description should explain the 
extent, to which significant adverse effects on the environment are avoided, prevented, reduced or offset, 
and should cover both the construction and operational phases.  

Section 1: Introduction 

8. A description of the expected significant adverse effects of the development on the environment deriving 
from the vulnerability of the development to risks of major accidents and/or disasters which are relevant to 
the project concerned. Relevant information available and obtained through risk assessments pursuant to 
EU legislation such as Directive 2012/18/EU(c) of the European Parliament and of the Council or Council 
Directive 2009/71/Euratom(d) or UK environmental assessments may be used for this purpose provided that 
the requirements of this Directive are met. Where appropriate, this description should include measures 
envisaged to prevent or mitigate the significant adverse effects of such events on the environment and 
details of the preparedness for and proposed response to such emergencies. 

Section 5: Effects on Landscape Character 
and Designations and Section 6: Assessment 
of Visual Effects. 

9. A non-technical summary of the information provided under paragraphs 1 to 8. Provided in the ES. 

10. A reference list detailing the sources used for the descriptions and assessments included in the 
environmental statement. 

Appendix 15, Table 15C: Reference sources 
used in the LVIA. 
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